. Inn wham we were to pass
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est entreaty to |

incident: herﬂfe)thattheaventslm

to ' ou occurred. - Iwmmaaa
aﬁ;ﬁmﬁ,ﬂme the hmﬂynfsir :
vey,

.and, after ol
we started for MAngew’sm Son'b-‘
lan ﬁmbrlng - and. ooung'

would. togafher as
we tprned our bmksw

n. | 8ge.: Im see her now, in

y without uervoustreaa or fe&r,
to enjoy the night inmy |
ut | strange sleeping-place, she yielded at last to
my ehmﬁes, and made no further opposi—

Bnppertollawed, aemd forourpartyin a
room, W'here we were waited uponby | ¢
dw hosteds, a fresh and very
ch girl, about eighteen years of

sghort skirt,
1 st neat white apro
al blue ribbon bound round her

bonnia brdwn hair.” ‘She looked the very

of innocence, and

to ‘Wei,ry
m‘:’:m

md.mmnnerntMm
at the rough mountsin lm,where,gu]des lnd
provided for us to cross

Jﬂ“"

tohmlimhins. ~And I remember

two houra in mw-boat thnt carried

' usa.croas Lock Katrine was a dream of ecsta-

sy. . Never ghall I fo my feelings asy
seated in thestern of the boat, I watched the
unfolding of scene after scene in that won-
derful gmorama., and listened to the wild
80Ng8 O Highland boatmen, re as
they were by a thousand echoes from the
ﬁn hﬂll,thataoemed from t.imetotimeto

t us completely - The weather had

hwd as the day its height; dark
clo

swhich cast the stee
mountain sides into hen ghaflow, and the
surface of the lakelooked lack and angry as
our light bark rocked to and fro upon it.
Very soon we were treated to the usual fate
of tourists among the Scotch hills; and by
. the time that we were safely out of the Tro-| v
gachs, the rain was falling
the wind blowing in fitful, melancholy gusts
thro themountain gorges.. We were all
nough to reach th ter of the
char, in i th 1r ctl':fom
young ges, te of the p !
were thoronghl ed, and dear Lady
Hervey, with the nervous timidity mnlhr
to women who have all their lives
customed to be taken care of; wastgrowing
anxious and frightened at the responaibﬂity
she had be?}a ready to take upon. herself,

and fearful i . leasure should
the childre or sheuld anv calamity
over@gkis ‘ thafi wild and Lonﬁlm}
place. myself, I was young, o
. Btre and vi , and, the spirit of adven-
turenog:l](:eam mwywithin me, I felt that I was,
equal to any cy, and ready to en-

counter any reasonable amount of peril. The
inn where we had taken shelter was an old
stone building, one half of which gnly seemed
to be fit for occupation. It wasmost roman
tically situated at the base of a high hill,
with 8 mountain torrent rushin wildl
through the glen in its rear, and losin itae
in the gorge of another mountain, whic
up ahnost ndicularly at the left hand
!g t little accommodation for'
visitom a.t any time, and this being the

crowdged season, we found, upon inquiry, that

only two sleepuag-moma were to be *hai

one a sufficiently.spacious apartmént with
beds, and the other & small single room

opanlng out of 1t- Hervey immediately

ﬁon not to be sep-
T po!u he{o Ghio -t m e | cin
an a en a
Ba.'t(! “We and the small

m nicely for you, my

formpdlua that mot mtherbed in that part
of the house could she provide: “but,” said
she, “if her ’s leddy does not mind | &

leddyship
$ b%hbitlonely,l ¢an make her vara com-
in the oldwlng;next* to the wood-
sure she'll sleepss

h_ oymg!uﬁerother clear blueeye.

steep sleep ony

in torrents, and | g1

ual:p mthn.lrshuphoed before us, { omtch
h’&’ﬂkﬁt ‘active motions, and tomeet the

oﬁu!nd and body, and l:heqmi
Mutendin

own up. to. An
or!;womasedinllve y aonvemtion,and

- :ﬂtaneoualyat the door. - Lady emaylmlo
 me an affectionate goo t, with many in-
Junetionsas to' in the fastening of my

fastening was im-

"_Tpoeslble),mdthenssn last precaution desired
metoleave my watch andmyfawtﬂnkeﬁin }

taalltﬂe dapmed,md an in- '
| Eaving “"’g‘p"‘m o the Rundrodth t dons 4 | chancer

own foily, in

action, at the e 110!_1
& - and peace of ¥ -..,'-:.
hostess, who held 4 short, §
candlein her hand, th ..:, sly
passages, and up and down the rotten,ﬁckety
steps away towards the eastern end of the
house, outxlde of whicp knew that the giant
mountain mfro down; and where the
of the and the of the
storm made it t imposgible for uk to
hear our own voinea

“It's nae a bonny for a: laddy like
et

T T
y aro 3 yo canaye
ntg’hn“:gm lo:g
the noo. m “ye wi
the dawn o’ day. The no. wellwthe
qt,andgan@dmlywbed,o:m \ 3
haeeoomtokmpyecom a bit” Very
suwarel did I h@’s flinegs; and
ok and did my eart. beat as I
aneed round t.h.e y chamber, .and
asked whether any one ever slept there Now,
*Na, na; it's mony a since onybody
slept in this room ; hut e often brings
her work here the &ay, for it pleaseés the bairn
to watch the shadows on Ben Lomond;and to]
hearthe wee burn msh.ingthmugh the val-
le
yAll my interest in the mot ,and t.he
scenery seemed to haye died out with the
rospect of gpen e lonely
from human com
dizsmal proximity to their
lation ; and | inwardl
to return to the secure monotony of my.
nary home life I would never set forth in
gearch of the poetical and picturesque ggain.
However, there seemed. now no reas@nable

deur and dese- | my

excuse forlo de oua lanl e toal.mtl
sum.monlng my prige and plu my
aid, I responded ch: ly to her tful
“ good-night,” and 8 otionless, with the
candle in my hand, listefing to her

footsteps, until they dlei out completely in
the distance.

Then, carefully cloaiﬂg the door, I !.)l‘h
ceeded to examine my new quarters. e
room was large and unearpeted, with two
curtainless windows looking fowards the
mountain, and a second door direotly {
site to the one by which we had enteres
which I found, upoli” examination, wa

ened in the same :
latch. © This lllt ‘.;:;_ ised V_‘ d sushe

concluding that it only led to the old wood-
house or carpenter’s shop, of which the good
woman had spoken, I decided to pursue my
investigations no further in that quarter, but
to shut my eyes to all unusual sights, and my
ears to all' unfamiliar sounds, and to lose my-
self in sleep as soon as le, Of furpiture
the room contained but little—two beds, one

four-poster, round which dark,
gloomy-looking curtains were closely drawn,
and the other a small, low bedstead, on which
a straw bed and an old moth-eaten blanket
were . t.'m'own, with two chairs and a deal
table yrised the whole. Well do I re-
member the thump that my heart cegave as I
| drew aside the eurt.ains snd glanced in upon

go | the interior of my four-poster. What I ex-

uald
.-_f“i?.-“'m

ted to see I am sure I could not tell.
g s Ifoundvmsa ec'tly well-made and
we

place, in which a
prince. might have slﬂmbe.red eont/entedg

| B¢ 1ooked comfortable and inviting enon

and taking heart of from eonclu-
sive evidence that I was not cut off from all
communication with humanity and civiliza-
proceeded to make my simple toilet'
pﬁ‘?’u te of the lapse of years,

the neyvous tre on
with which" oved my upper garments,

I can

z andpheedt em carefully on the shelves of

n, and | to. the

thing | how ould T oses

L 5

door partlg "9y Such a

mahofeol wmd,andsucha (nearthly |-g
that, fearing m cmdle mﬁgﬂ; be ex-

tin I closed instantly, and

in Smllor 25 I over had been | b
in my ovm heloved‘ho a8, or -in Sir Andrew’s

Wmhg mansion.  And having from

trained to self-control |
and self-reliance,

, for my
averyfai_r on of physical and moral
t.hrob

d «succeed in calming the wild
toa ¢on

of; my heart; and bringing myself | m
weary, t00, and as my ear became accustomed

of forced composure. I was

e monotonous music of the rushing
stream, and the howllng of the wind subsided
into a dull, moaning sigh, my excitement
fraduslly quleted down, and for a short time
?nst have sl 4 o

waaawakened Y & tﬂn.nhmgt ugh
the closed curtains of lfh the eogn-
that some on Leaides myself was
instant [ was thoroughl

Ly
to the

18 oerl:ainwould come
Mln;?: 1 - What was it? and
uld Iedenpe t# 1 tried to be calm
Teason and religion' to my |

to aid;triad to fix some plan of action, and
% agwlcll ﬂght., whnl:ever

ecnr—

 stood, or rather crouche
tﬁ‘l The n

pm&ence oould be preeeived—a.nd, 8
my ears for every sound that could givem-;
an idea of the character and purpose of m
visitor, I lay motionless in my curtained fori~
ress. A heavy tread and a few muttered
words were all that met my ear for several
moments, and then, as he ceased his restless
paeing up and down the room, a small‘open-
glanc- | ing in_the ecurtains showed me a square-|w
shouldered, built young man, in
‘the dress more of an lish smi than
: hi?ln.:gud s ut;;ith d i;unm
out of ood.- ts, and gn
elub of what seemedp:): be the stoutest :
ligh oak in‘hishand.  Hestood with his
to me, and[oouldnot tbereforeseehisﬁoe,i
bait he showed the outlaw and ' the ruffian in
every turn of his head and movement of his
huge body. I nevercould*describe to you,
the agony of terror that
me, as I lay at this man; and thought
of what my would mﬂamy be in
hands. Then, with the et of self-pres-
mn so strong in every human breast,l
in raview every. ible chance or
of escape. that my imagination could
i a8, one . by one, their utter im-
foroed me to dismiss them from
of such di ir as I trust,
lova, ou may never be able to under-

Ived that if Iwﬁd, aett.!eﬂ down upon iny soul, and for a

moments my senses, me.

When 1 recovered, the villain had ceased
id strides about the room; and raising
noiselessly on my, elbow, s0 as to have

tler view of what was passing, 1 yed

that he was standing before the table with a

huge gold watch in his hand, and mumﬂng

some upintelligible expressions of

apparently at the lafeless of the hoar. Thm

III

stretc his huge frame, with a lond Wi
and another fearful W
himself upon the flock-bed in the co \nd
in another moment his héavy brea old
me that he was asleep. How I God
that he had not selected sny bed for hlsﬂnce
of repose! The hope escape nNow Ere

stronger and stronger within me, and 1 de-

cided that the effort mugt be made, and that,
without an instant’s ‘Ehis man weuld
probably spend gthe 1 t . there—it was no
doubt the place of ren ezvous for his wholg
ang—he was evidently expecting some one,
and I knew not ata moment the room
might fill with a 8¢ore of ruffians of the same
stamp as the one beforeme. My brain reeled-
when I thought of what mlght befall me
then. Better failure—better even death than
such a risk as that; so, without waiting for
any -further deliberation, I pushed myself
noiselessly to the very edge of the bed, and
then sggsed down upon the floor, where I
ed between the wall and the great
four—poster, which rose up like a rampart of
defence before my shrinking, crouching fig-
ure. My plan was to-creep under the bed—
and then, still on hands and knees, to crawl
stealthily over the floor, and, the door once
reached,to trust-to my swiftness of -foot, or

winﬂ_mﬂ which hope and fear were
h me, to me beyond the
reach of my pursurer, sho ;id he wake and at-
tcmpt to follow me. Y knew the risks I tan
—a rustle of the bed-elothes, the slightest
creaking of the bed, and [ was lost, bat terror
seemed to-endow me with the power of mov-
Ln%wit.h almost supernatyral noiselessness,
I had made my way safely to the opening
from whence I was to commence my perilous
jowrn g tcgards the (‘l;g:r, ‘when, f:io my h%—
ror and astonishment, door softly open
and, instead of the ruffian wham Ijgxpﬁcted

to see enter, the landiad daughter
53060 Defore ma. A o

‘She wore a large dark plaid over her head.
] "

' didn’tspeak ou

that}_miﬂsme,rsotellma tﬂck'

yay | away to-nigg and not come

= youca.neums like an honest lad and ask me
. {at my mother's hands.”. A sn

y | broke from

training _ﬁhmn

< kg ghey i

‘into her before
«T didn’t like mvniwgsa,-lamie,wm
so sound asleep, but I

ipen C o8
me that you'll go
‘back again until

é%e yillain as Magie uttered"
these simplé words,

“I'l go, Margie, fast enot, h,” he said
“bu'.;nottﬂll u."ve, done a bit of work
for me; my fit.’aifaﬂ _u,?lt n;tld ggied for

ycn. pmtf,an only be good.
: dwhaflqay' -you off to

; Gmn right, and we'll be on
sﬁip andawky : nnybouthbe-

fore any one here knows that we're gone.”
But Margle shook her head and her blue eyes
filled wi

“1 couldn't go thdt way, J a:me, she said,
“ and leave mother, g0 it's no use non-
serise, Tell me'wh'ac you want of me and let

ﬁo back :

The rufflan brought his scowling face down
upon a level with hers and whispered a few
words into her ear. The girl started az if a
serpent had stung her,’and exclaimed in an
excited tone:

“Oh! no, no, no, for. God’s sake, Jamie,
don’t think of doing such a wicked wicked
thing. You'll ruin us beih, Jamie, if you
don’t give up your wicked courses. I'll nev-
er help you to such a crime as that.”

The expression of the man's face was fright-
ful to old, as Marﬂe uttered this wil
monstrance; and g her fiercely by the
arm, he hissed out;

“Then you'll suffer for it, my beautiy Il
break every bone in that pretty face o
if you set yourself up t me. You're
too dainty for the wlfe of ‘a bold lad like me,
but I'll break you in, I promise you.”

1 trembled now for tt;h:l?oo 1 more than
for myself, and was ed to come
forward and suppo:
t | against her lover's villainy, but unegrtainty
as to how my advances be received by
both of them, and a sickening suspicion of
the nature of the crime that he was u:g'lni
| her to, kept me fastened to the spot where
behind the bed.
et for a moment

e ,nmained

wing that wﬁentlenemglmﬂgpersuasion

th & woman where harsh-

hhle;,md,-paadngh&sarmroundmrgias

ew ﬂss,fhe drwlwr ahae}y*up to him andl :

--:

ly swear 1’11 never
It’s a pi
little one, and these ric

ask yeu to do the
to lose the chance,
English swells will

never miss what I take. = It's a chance, girl—

a chance that  may never come and a

chance that T can’t and won'’t lose. So, come

now, don’t ‘stop to. l;hlnk..t.he night’s lnﬁ

and to-morrow they’ll be farther oﬂ,go an
swoga may emne ofit. For ’'m l?o%.li(rl-

to have & l[a.rgle,

means or foul ; b:‘di‘ 4

¥ you ev

ou ever wished for with money, EE%
Egi up, girl, show.me ﬂmrobm, and Flve W

i{:;jmuea.l:ln,ftn'n"aﬁn' as much

r.my own Pmdoing-it.?

It was true, then; my worst suspicions
were confirmed ese words. His urpose
wasto rob’ my Kind protectress—pe rgn
murder her, shawm and called for%elp,
ﬁi;hi::fa: mgtst umloubtedi{ WOu{id do. mat

n hmen to her,and tom e
pupils, in the hands of that man ?
what eauldI dp to help her, alone and
rotected, In' that remote place. All this,

& hundred different plans of action, rush-

my brain with the rapidity of light-
nlng,bn I lﬂ‘-tlmln all_ aside With a strong
effort, f ‘that the most important
for all of us was that uld remain
firm in her refusal to asaisthlm.,wl looked at
her with eyes almost starting from my head.
and was forted to see no signs of relent-
ing in her pale, 8ad face,

“ I will never, never do it, J: amie,“ she said
at last, “never help you tosuch a wicked
crime. Suppose they wake, &zhapa murder
will come of it—murder for tle Eng-
lish lady and those prett.ybajms Oh! Ja-
mie, Jamie, be persuaded ; give it up, give it
up, and I will go anywhere, do anything for
you. It's the devil working in you, Jamie;
put him back; don’t listen to him ; don't do
this.awful deed.”

The tears poured down her face as ghe sob-
bed out these words, and probably obscured
her sight, so that she did not see the horri-
ble change that was coming over her lover’s
face—& change so dark, so terrible, so elo-
quent, of the worst passions and most. deadly
lmpuhps, that it seemed to-freeze the very
marrow in my bones. He ook no notice of
her piteous entreaties, save to say in a tone
of deep, concentrated rage,

“] give you three chances, girl, to say yes
or no—and, by ——, I'll blow your brains out

ou refuse once. Will you do it ? Speak,
" he added, er more roughly
t.han before, as she knelt before him.

“ No, James, never,” was the faint repl

o Twic:iwﬂl you do it?” he m&r&g gl a
voice of thunder, infuriated, pparentl&”y
her determined resistance to his will.
gxe hesitated a moment;and seemed to shrink

ack and cower under his uplifted arm, but
the answer when it came was still firm,
though faint and low, and when -the rthird
/it e Jastril. Baacion thar pomsessod M,
wi e on
she raised herself by a m?ht.y -effort, and
looking straight inte his fierce and.
eyes, said in Jodler and firmer tones than she
had yet been able to use,

# Never, Jamie, so help me God inheaven,
never [”

“Then "take that.,andthat,lndthnt,”
roared the monster, raising his. heavy clab,
and bringing it down with. hlsutmoetfoma
upon the g‘i]ﬁ’a upturned head.

To rush from my hi place and throw
myselft between and his vietim,

her upon my outstretched arm, was the work
ofaaomnd,andmmatl remember noth-

mﬁ?’hen I recovered my senses it was day-

Oours r

L

5. q.ﬁrsﬂn: ho-o

it the

pon hephand for a few momen tben sank bt

a minnte to | I

‘m 3 ¥ e
aoor,wmﬁ;wm

Wi =

my way as fast as my ._

carry me to Lady Hdrvey's ' -'*Y‘nucan
imagine better can describe, dear, my
utter despair, wher, on ' the do:ar,

found itxeom-al fastened on the outside.

After all chehormrmd ny of I:henlght
I was doomed to a still longer ix ONE
in that dreadful room," The disappointment
was so intense; and the pain of my broken
arm go sickening, that a deadly faintness
again overcame me, and I back
and fell prostrate across the whera the
brutal ruffian of the nightha.dsl t. Again
there must have been an interval of uncon=
sciousness, as, when I opened my eyes; T
could perceive that the day had advanced,
and distant sounds of life indicated thas the

wards the window with the intention of sit-
‘until I should see” some member
d. Ay %asa, whom Lcould smﬁ;g

my ai 8 I dragged my shaking
across the floor; my eye mated for a moment
upon the door which opened. into the wood-
house, and I perceived that it was unla(:ohed
and open on 2 ¢rack: An impulse “which {
could never indueed me, without an

instant’s reflection, to mnve mward& it, an
with my left arm . The
re- | place was dark, b m the

death creep
WinOW,tI
loud for he

rt her in her protest|th

ce fail, he Iaid his club upon |ide

door, an”d wlth mywne servi
at it with the en of d ]
as fixed and immovable as ter b
self could have de had the Tfasteni
been on ‘the inside, and 'a légion of de
without. Back to the window again, where
I'sent forth -cry after cry, which seemied to
my quivering nerves to pierce the yery hea~
ge:ggvith thﬁir shrﬂlhi ess. Ihave ofien wop-
éred since how it came to pass tnoo
heard me. tpa m

But .as the minufes slipped by, aml ao
t |help seemed near, a doubt. came over me
whether I ought not to go into that dark
chamber, and satisty m  whether life still
lingered in the girl's body. .In
heart I believed aLl ‘was over, for-when
recalled the Wuj blows' ‘that had rained
down upon the fair

young head, I felf sure
that life had de l:‘i the very first of
them, and as I g

eed furtival towards the.

ﬁgihnldepetnhggor,m  Blir that I got c{)f the
ou whie e c only

too well defined, convinced- me gmt a closer

examipation would be as useless as it would

be harrowing and distressing.  Besides, un-
der the préssare of what I had gone through

thing |and the pain of my broken arm, 1 felt that +

my bodily stre was gi out so fast
that further effort would soon be impossible.
So I bent all my energies to the one effort of
bm;gmgt humtgn sluceor to 1:1183; relief, and
sent. out another long, wild, despairing ¢
for “help,” and this Ié%ne. even as I utbergﬁ
it, my eye caught*sight of a farm‘laborer
with axe and spade aeross his shoulder, cross-
ing a distant n;eadow. He atopped and
seemed to listen, and when I sent forth a
still longer, louder shriek, his eye, directed
by the ear, became fixed upon me. He told
me afterwards that for a moment. he could
not believe that an hmnan had umng
those cries, or that the w re that,
ghastly face and outs’u'ek:h
making snch unearthly eflorts to srresthis

attention; eould belong ‘to 'a creature of . uhis
lower world, The, with wh;eh
watched him, the . W 'ﬁ
way without caning arty‘'one 'to m %
ance, cary only’ be ebmmmdﬁb tha%eltnp
of the shi sailor, when he:
distant sail and.deubts whether ormn lt-w.ﬂl
com:ed u:l his Wheegsamﬂe of
pou own my ¢ when I saw themén
tummdrunhumadlytowudstheuhaend
ofmt?zgmthé /exy soon fog shane har,
ry on se
and st.renﬁx lel{ to run across r.he mmm
close c:;lh;e woq&houae door, when the ‘rope
was on outside, and I fell : falnting
into the good landlady’s arms. .

1 can tell you very little more, my dear, for
[ did not recover sense or conseciousness for
for many days. Fever and delirium: super-
vened upon the fractured limb, and it was

nly from my wild ravi and the mt-
ed sentences that fell % mylipsmé’o

him, | my delirium, that ihdsasbout.meweréa‘b

to mnthawidaaofthsevenu
Whanl’-haﬁamlﬂttmelfo d Anﬂre
with a retinue of servants fal Sir »
inn, a8 the authorities had refused to allow
metoberemovadnntﬂ!eo(ﬂﬂfivemln-
s account of what taken

y Hervey, ofcotm wuldnot

and receive one of the blows intended for. heen

R TR Sk TR

household was astir. * I rose and moved to-




