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ite- | fure and also to the law
viding for an election by town- |’

‘Sarsaparilla
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Hood's Pills visliecr trsin

"k J. BUCHANAN,

‘hyslclan and Burgoon.
Lozington, N, €,

wext door to Methodist chureh,
Calls promptly _résponided to
either in town or country,

R'TPORT T. PICKENS,

and CGouneller at Law,
Lrexingtan, M. €

Careful ‘and prompt aftantion
given to all business intrusted
to him. :

Office on puhlic &quare in
gornee of Henderson Block, near
Postoffice.

JUEN RAYHOND MeCRARY,
Athmey 4 L,

LEXINGTOR, N. C.
Practice in all the ::ncr;l.;

Prompt attentlon given
h,uu?t of ¢claims and scttlement
o N ving qualified as Public Ad.
mlﬂwﬂ for the county of
Davidson, and baving given a
ustified bond in the sum of eight
{mnd dollars, 1 offer oy e
'vices for the of admmis-
on estates io the county.
Y in rear of Court House.

oy whews, 4.1 WALAR.
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Carrueperndonce of The Disguteh.

Mup. Horros: Thanking you
for the space granted me, in
your issue of last week, to call
attontion to the school law as
amended by the last

ghips for local taxation in aid
of public schools, I pow ask
further space in your valuable

paper for some additional re-

marks apon these laws.

A public canvass and full
diseussion of them in all the
townships of the county wouold
boe more satisfactory,. and 1
weuld muach prefer to meet the
poople face to face and talk
with them and to them upon
this most vital subject of puli-
lic education; but as 1 hear of
no movement in that  divection,
1 adopt thié as the only method
open for the presentation of the
gubject. It is admitted on all
hands that general public edn-
cation is & good thing, and all
thoughtful men will admit that
itis a necessity in a country
and government like ours. I
nofice in your jssue of last
weok that you substantially
concede this; although I am
sorry to see you oppose local
taxation.

It is also generally, if not uni-
venall{ﬂ;:oncuded that our pres-
enf ¢ schools are whally
insufficient to meet the neces-
gities of the case, and that we
can never hope to educate the
children without a better system
and mora money. Look for a
moment at the present condi-
tion of the public schools in
this county. The census for
1896 gives the number of chil-
dren of school age, white 6,702;
colored 1,8084; enrolled in
schoole, white 4,015; colored
802; number of school districts,
white 100; colored 81; average
length of school term, white
13} wealks; colored B 2-5 weeks;
appropriated to the schools,
white $8,996.64, colored $1 876.-
99. From these figures it ap-
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educators, other ma-
chinery—which I have mnot
space to mention—for perma-
nent - improv t in our
schoola and sc systam.

The other law, chapter 421,
provides for local taxation by

pro- townships, if the people endorse

And here I suppose is the
rub. - Money is scarce, people
are poor and find it hard to
make both ends meet. But
they ought to be careful, lest
getting frightened at taxation
they do like the mule, which
became frightened at some-

{thing on one side of the bridge
{and backed off at the other!

and broke his neckl For
taxation i8 nol the maost
frightful thing that can come
upon & people, buk ignorance is.

Ten rents on $100 worth of
property and 30 cents on the
poll is not a heavy tax; and yet
such a tax added to onr present
school fund and aided by better
Ineation of school houses will al-
most double the opportunity for
the children' to get an education.

Most tax—payers pay on a
valuation o perty under
$500 and would therefore have
to pay a tax of 50 cents or less;
$1,000 would pay $1; $5,000
$5, and so on, with the 30 cents
poll tax added to each case
where the personis within the
poll-tax age. It does seem
to me that men who own but
little property would strain a

int Lo pay this tax cheerfully;
or what else can they give their
children but education, and how
else can they so cheaply help on
their education as -by paying
this small tax ?

And it further seems to me
that men of means and large
property would most cheerfully
pay this tax, not only because
they are hest able to de so, but
because it would be money profi-
tably_expended in ‘he enhance-
ment of the valuation of their
property by the eénlightment of
the community where their prop-
erty is, beaides the satistaction
to be derived from a conscions-
ness of hzwimf belped to elevate
and bless their neighbore by
blesssing their children.

Therefore it seems to me that
all ought to vote for this tax in
order to put our public schools
on a better basis und start our
State on a new carcer of pros-
perity und greatness,

To accomplish a work so
great ans the estnblishment of
our public schools on a perma-
pent foundation, so that they
will secure to all the children of
the State the hlessings of educa-
tion, will require rome sacrifice
and self denials. Of course it
will. No blessing so great is
cheap, Time, money, co-operu-
tion of all the peo

‘minds anl hearts of gor children
and thos are’ them to be-
citizens and a blcss-
ing to the State? That is the
guestion, How will you vote
onit? Yesor No?
5 his communication, even
vith Lhis insufficient statement
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A Shoe for Luck.

That choice wit, the local
the editor of the Concord Stan.
dard is the author of the follow~

ing:

El'be colored settlement in the
upper edge of the county was
the scene of a high-toned wed-
ding last Tuesday. The andieus
had been said, and the newly
married pair were about enter.
ing a two-mule wagon at the
rurnl villa of groom, when the
*best man' loped to the front
with the conventional old shoe,
which it this instance happened

£o be a case of No. 11 brogan of| {

the bride’s father and weighed
fuar pounds net, to say nothing
of a half pound of dry mul that
clung to the beel aud instep.

The shoe hurler steadied him-
self and amidst a burst of ap-
rlm:se. let fly the token of good
uck. His aim was faultless, the
shue striking the bride in the
burr of the ear and knocking her
senseless. ‘Blood trickled from
the wound, and at the sight of
this the groom became. frenzied
with rage and made for the best
man with a razor, In the gener-
al tumult the mules took fright
and ran away, and the bridal
trip thus came to a sodden aud
unexpected halt. A wirrant
charging the shoe thrower with
assault and battery upon the
bride is about to be sworn out
at once and the next round in
the matrimonal melee will likely
be fought with the justice of
peace as referee.”

Takas No Chances.
Chicago Times-Herald
prints a story about a vliar
old justice of the peace who for-
merly held sway in a town in
Soutliern Indiana, His idea of
justice, and of the best way of
arriving at it, was no doubt
queer, and yet a majority of
readers will know how to sym-—
pathize with him.

On one occasion, after all the
evidence was in and the plaints
ill's attorney had made an elab,
orate argument, the defendant’s
attbroey arose to begin his plea.
“Hold on there!” said the court,
“I don’t belicye I can let you
proceed, Mr. Smith. I have a
very clear idea now of the guilt
of the prisoner at the bar, and
anything from yon at this time
would have a tendency to con-
fuse the court. 1 know th¢ man
is guilty now, and I don't want
to take any chances.”

The

Indebtedness of our Clties.
Winston Repoblioan.

The following is said to be the
indebtedness of the principal cit-
ie% in North Carolina:
Fayetteville, § 49,600
Asheville, 781,600
Wilmingtun, 760,600
Winston, 400,000
Raleigh, 207,000
Durham, 173,950
Charlotte, 175,000
Greensboro, 150.000
Wilson, 93,250
Newbern, 48,500

Bonded indebtedness of the
State of North Carolina, $6,-
080,000,

Don't Blame tham for Fusing.
Ballsbury Warld,

Sometimes we cease to wonder
the Democrats of Wake
county desire to fuse with the
Popnlilt. We observe that Jim
Young, the black politician and

blatherskite, holds the key to

pply of

i

SOME REFORMS,

The Loegisiature's Idea of Local-
Salf-Covernment-
Chatharn Resord.

The hypocrigy of the “reform-
ers” in their profession for “local
self government™ was foreibly
illastrated in every county in
North Carolina on Inst Monday.

In the campaign in 1894 and
1896 the “reform” speakers and
newspapers cried out loudly and
lustly for “local self~govern-
ment" or, as some of them called
it, "for the right of the people to
govern themselves” by electing
heir own officers. And  yet,

OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Caorrepondenes of Tae Doeares.

Having been requested by so

many of my friends to express
my views on the school ques-
tion, I now heFin with this ar.
ticle to comply with their re
quest: .
There are some things asserted
in regard to the late school law
that | do notunderstand, Some
say that every district (town-
ship) that votes the school tax
will get one dollar for every dol-
lar paid until it has received
$500 from the State.

Now we learn from the law

<rs"” have not allowed the

strange to say, these “reform.|that the State has appriated on-
peo- |1y $50,000 with which to com-

le of any connty in the State to i)l_v with its own proposition
i ve a yote or voice in the elec-| Let us take Davidson county for
fion of n single, solitary officer |example,—~say there are 17 town-
of their public schools! ships in the county .and each
Had you thought of this? township, by wvoting the tax,
On the first Monday in June a|gets $400, then the seventeen
county hoard of education wag|townships will draw $6,800.
elected In every county—not by |At this rate 96 counties, or the

thel people—but by the court|entire State would require an|;

houge ring”! of every coupty—by|appropriation of $652,800 to
the ‘county commissioners, the|comply with her own proposi:

| register of deeds and the clerk of | tinn,

the | Superior Court. And on| | want to be understood to be
last Monday a supervisor of|infavor of a special school tax
public schools was clected in|that is sufficient to run a five
every county—not by the people |months’ school within the reach
—bhut by the county board of ed- | cf every child in North Carolina.
ucation, the register of deeds|But I'am not tavorable to a tax
and the clerk of the court. And|which makes such a wild propo-
also,| on the same day, five|sition as the above, If the letter
schogl committemen in every|and spirit of the law is enforced
township were elected—not by |as Dr. McIver explains it, its ob-
the people—but by the county [jectis to reduce the number of
Board of education. schools and give longér terms
And thus it is, the manage-|and better qualified teachers at
ment of all our public schools in (higher salaries. Now suppose
every county is entrusted to offi- | the law stands as it now 18 for
cers not one of whom is elected |10 years; all the children born
by the people! now will be ten years old,and all
And this is “reform” | now 6, (the age to enter school,)
will be 16. 'Out of the vast num.
Another dllustration of the|ber of children of these ages,
“refarmer's” idea of “local self|there will be a certain per cent.
government'' is seen in the arbi- |in almost every township denied
trary power given three men in |the benefit of day’s of schooling
every county—the connty com.|because of the distance.
missioners—to decide whether or| Dr. Melver,'in his strong ap-
not any apiritous liquors shall|peal to vete for the tax, warns
be sold. Instead of allowing the{us against a violation of the
voters of any township to devide | golden rule, “Do unto others as
for themselves whether or not|ye would have them do unto
they are'lin favor of prohibition, [you.”” It I understand this Di-
the late “reform” Legislature | vine injunction it forbids selfish~
has given the arbitrary power|ness npon' the part of any ol
to'the county commissioners to|God's creature. If I were to
decide this importont question.|vote a tax upon men that would
So that now, according to this|give all to some and none to
“reform™ of our last Leglslature, |others [ would certainly be guil-
three men in any county in this|ty of a vielation of the Divine
State can establish ‘prohibition [Rule.
in their county, cven if every-| Wefind this other objection to
body else in the county is op-|the law—It gives township com-
posetl to it! mittees entirely too much pow-
This is “"local selfgovernment'' {er, They can, if of broad judg-
with a yengeance ! ment and sound views on educa-
tion du a great deal for the bene-
Killed on the Excusion, fitol oor schools, Buat if we
When the car inspectors at|judge from the past we may ex.
Salishbury went to look over the|pect neglect and many mistakes,

Winston excursion train that|as there is so much work to do|The Fidelity Mutual Life Asso-|kaown m

spent Monday and moestof Mon. | for no pay.
da¥ night of lart week in Char-

lotte, they found flesh and blood | objecting to so much, as it ia the [ all-around company in which to[held

and pieces of clothing c!inginﬁ toflaw. It takes so much money
the trucks and wheels. There|to run the machine that a large
was blood on the tender’s rear tion of the money is gone be-
truck. This causes the belie!|foreit reaches the people,
that the unlortunate victim eith- | McIver represents it as a great

er fell or was pushed from the|crune for the people “to vote|the ratio of assets to labilities |

front platform of the first car.|down the school tax, Some of
Some railrond men think the{us have had a great deal to do
man killed must have been a|with the people in one public
tramp riding the “blind bag- |way or another, as well as he,
age.

fin% knew anything about it.|they are called upon to support
The body of a negro was fouud |a measore that is legitimate and
n the teack severnl miles south |for the best interest of all they

- th:{eﬁd niz 8plit | rarely fail to help support it.

in two, a cut off, and the|  Itis my honest opinion that
body otherwise mutilated. our people are not guilty of the
Balishury Sun gays many [ceime a st them for

‘“are of the opinion that the min |not voting a tax under the exist.

i o T T o e

selves. The
T_'mry World says the | the ruinous .made in our

ystery t

. ThislsTooCrusl.
. The New York Tribune told its| on))
mincrs was due to the heav
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DEMOCRATE NOT RESPONSISBLE.

The Winston Republican and
the Progressive Farmer seek to

ing of the odions machinery act
by saying that Democrats, as
wdll as R
lists, voted for it. Mr. J. A.
Hartness, editor of the States-
ville Mascot, who was a mem-
ber of the House from Iredell,

blicans and Popu-|;

gives the facts as follows, in ans. |;

wer to the publications alluded
to above:

“As to the second ition,
both the members or?hmom
from Iredell and Mr, Watts, of
Alexander, together with all
other Democrats im the House,
with one exception, voted
against this measure, as can be
seen by the recorded yea and
nay vote in the House journal,
E::gc 930, now in the Mascot of-

e,

It cannot be said that|:

there wus not a thorough under-
standing, ou the part of the ma-
jority members of the House, of
the import of sections 52 and 58,
which makes non payment of
taxes indietable; for, while the
House was considering the reve-
nueact, the matier was discunsed
and section 52 was stricken out,
but reinstated on another reads
ing by the vote of the majorit
element of the House, The bill
was then put upon its third and
final reading and passed, though
every Democrat present, with
one exception, voted 'against it.
The vote was: Yeas 64, nays
27. So that thé Democrats are
not responsible for the hardships
which this law will impose upon
the pcople. They did their duty.
‘I:wn- should have been more of
them.”

They Cot Him QGood.
Darham Bun.

Sam. bt Washington'
testimony to thefact. .

On the 20¢H%1 this mont
o{' thu;c- o will
ace t po.  tim me
Eie lmir:&neyg ntled 1
the attention of mank
lar eclipse. Even those
quite familiar with" the
that produce it, and o
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intrinsi¢ calculatios
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The madest editor in the State| visible

resides in a neighboring city.
One evening last week he attend.

ed a socjanl given at a private|i

residence, and during the even-
ing the ladies organized a hug:
ging bee, the proceeds to go to
the church. Prices were graded
according to the person to be
huggee. For instance, for hug-
ging a young inexperienced girl
you had to give up 10 cents;
married women . brought 115
cents and widows a guarter.
Ol maids come in a bunch for 8
cents. Well, our friends were
blindfolded, and - giving: up 156
cents said he wo
ried worhab, ~After be bad hu
ged 15 cents worth

was removed from' his eyes,’
lo and behold, he was huggi
his own wile. Then he wants
his fifteencénts back.

10 REASONS WHY

.

ciation, of Philadelphia, operat.

It is not the tax the people are|ing the “Fouse Plan,” is the best | Buncombe éounty.

insure,
1. Careful selection and man-
agement have rendered thedeath

per §1000. mean insurance) and

exceptionally high, ($1097 as-

sits, to ench $1 .iin lities.)
2. The rates based on past -in-

surance € i , are about

xperience, )
Nobody on the excur-|and our ex?lericnce is that when 30 per cent. below the “old line’”| ¢

rates.

8. The rates are itemized,
with the e element sepa
rately stated, and limited to less
than hAlf the vsual charge.

4. The mort; it dgmeu"qtfol' ﬂ

rates; available t losses
is GO per cent. greater :

u them: | der the legal reserve method,and |
ncm-:li appropri-| yet the total cost of
ations to iState institutes, and | ance A
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