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SPORT IN FLORIDA.

EAR after year
marks the rap-
id decrease of
game. Our
laws for its
protection are
but little ob-
served in any
gection of the
country, and
80 great has been the slaughter that

there is little left for this generation

of eportsmen. The vast extent of |

our domain has so far been the
principal protection our game has en-
joyed, but notwithstanding our bound-
less preserve many species of game
have been practically exterminated. It
is a singular fact that the vast plains of
the West have been almost entirely
depleted of game, while in the older
settlements of the East many species
are still abundant. It is safe to say
that not 1,000 buffaloes are left on
the continent. Their beaten trails are
still to be seen on the plains and thou-
sands of tons of their bleached bones
are yearly gathered, but the buffalo is a
thing of the past. The antelope and the

with dogs. The most dangerous game to

be found is the panther or the American
puma. While it is quite bold in commit-
ting theft, it is usually regarded as a
| coward. There have, nevertheless, been
instances of this animal showing desper-
'ate fight when wounded, and even attack-
| ing man without provocation. Florida
is the home of the wild turkey, and they
| are very abundant all over the State.
I They get to be very large, and when in
| prime condition are a fine table bird.
lThe lakes and rivers of this region af-
| ford excellent duck shooting in winter.
| The principal varieties of ducks visiting
Florida waters are the blue and green-
wing teal, the mallard, canvas-back, red-
head, wood duck and many others which
do not rank so high among epicures. Of
the snipe family, there are the jack-snipe,
golden plover, piping plover, wood cock
and yellow-leg.

There are & large number of birds in
Florida which cannot be classed as game,
but which are being rapidly killed off for
their beautiful plumage. Along the more
frequented routes of travel these birds
have almost entirely disappeared. For-
merly tourists were permitted to shoot
them from the steamers, and every
would-be sportsman who could muster a
gun had his fill of slaughter. All this

elk have shared almost the same fate. | has been stopped now, but ot course itis
The Indian was the best protector our | too late to do any cood. These beauti-

game could have had, and it must be a  ful plumage birds are still quite plenti-

sad reflection for him to know that its '

destruction did more to subdue him than |

our army.

Fortunately there are left to us a few
spots where game may yet be had, und
to those in search of it Florida offers
attractions to be found in no other sec-
tion of the country. During the winter

months her climate is well suited to out-

door life and especially to camping out, |

In the northern part of the State it
rarely gets hot enough to destroy that
energy which is so necessary to the suc-
cessful sportsman. Though this State
was settled earlier than anv other portion |
of our country, its population has never
increased very much until within the past

few years, and even now there is_notg |

county in the State which ms;

&v be called ‘
ickly N —a .
thickly Se,ttl':fd‘ :I‘I:.cnt are millions of
acres of virgir 3

forest and millions more
of swalges - i . i
: "Tﬁ Nature has nowhere pro-
12; on our continent a finer game
preserve than here. The vast forests
mostly contain s heavy undergrowth of

palmetto scrub which makes an excellent
cover for game.

In addition to this these are immense |

cane-brakes, miles in length, and wast
swamps which are almost impenetrable
to man. As might be expected in such
a wilderness ag this, game abounds in
great quantities. The only portion of
the State in which the game has been
killed out is immediately around the
towns, an area which is exceedingly
small, for within a few miles of any town
in the State game may vet be found.
Deer are more abundant than in any
other section of the country and afford
excellent sport. They are smaller than
the Virginia deer found further north,
though exactly like them in every other
respect. Their flesh isexceedingly pal-
atable, being of more delicate flavorthan
that of the Northern deer. Theyv were
formerly killed in great numbers by fire-
hunting, & method which is altogether
unsportsmanlike. The hunter went out
at night bearing a lighted pine torch
in his hand, or paddled along the
shore of some lake with a torch

in the bow of his boat. Deer are |

attracted by such a light and allow the
hunter to approach near enough to see
their eyes by the reflection. It is a

difficult matter to distinguish the eyes
of a deer from those of any other animal

ful along the Gulf coast and on the
southern part of the peninsula. The
pink curlew, red ibis and roseate spoon-
bill are the most famous, The white
heron is also a Dheautiful bird. To see

in pyramid shape, with the sunlight glist-
ening on their silvery plumage, is a sight
long to be remembered.

An article on Florida sport would be
incomplete without 8 word in regard to
the allicator, though the hideous crea-
tures are by no means entitled to be
called game. Everyone who visits Flor-
ida wants to see an alligator and every
sportsman desires to add one to his bag.

Alligators have become quite scarce on
the principal routes of steamboat travel:
so scarce, in fact, that the captains on

the St. John's steamers have every one on |

the river marked down, and can tell you
just where to look for each one long be-
fore you arrive at his accustomed spot
| for a sun-bath on the river bank. In the
southern part of the State they are still
abundant, and thousands are killed for

their skins and teeth—the latter worth
$6 per pound. One hunter is said to |
have gathered a hundred pounds of teeth |
‘ the past winter at Lake Worth. Heshot

the 'gators at night by torchlight, return-

| ing in the morning to cut off and bury |

them flying in circ.es, one above another, |

their heads, which were left under ground |
until the teeth became loose. In the |
northern part of the State the alligators |
under such circumstances and as a conse-  hibernate, burying themselves in the mud |
quence & greal many horses and cows|at the bottom of the lakes and rivers.
were killed in mistake. Fortunately thiz ' These saurian monsters attain enormous
led to the passageof alaw prohibiting fire- size, some of them reaching a length of |
hunting altogether. The cover for deer eighteen feet. There is, however, but
in this country is so thick that still- | little sport in shooting them, for they are
hunting is out of the question, and they  very sluggish and easily approached.

are hunted entirely with dogs, being | Perhaps the finest sport to be had in
driven to water or shot as they break | this State is that of quail shooting.
cover. Black bears are quite numerous  These birds are more abundant here than
in Florida forests, and are usually hunted anywhere else on our continent. They

are fully as large as their northern con-
geners and quite as game in every respect.

While good shooting may be had in al-
most any part of the State, the northern
section possesses the most attractions for
use of gun and dog. The Jand is there
high and rolling and much of it under
cultivation. Before the war, this section
was the seat of the wealth and aristocracy

of the State. Though many of the old
plantations have been allowed to go to
wreck, there are still thousands of acres
annually cropped with cotton and corn.
Almost every plantation is surrounded
by magnificent forests of timber. The
pine, the live oak and magnolia grow to
enormous size and are gaily decked out
with long streamers of Spanish moss.
Beneath their spreading branches the
ground is carpeted with the most exquis-
ite wild flowers. Most noticeable
among these is the yellow jessamine, a
vine which literally covers the bushes
and smaller trees with a mass of beauti-
ful bloom and makes the air fragrant
with its delicious odor. All through
this charming country there are excel-
lent roads running in every direction, so
that the hunter can drive for miles
through field and forest, letting his dogs
work ahead of him. After the crops
have been removed from the fields a rank
growth ot beggar-weed springs up, af-
fording excellent cover for the birds
through the winter. In the month of
February the farmers burn off toe weeds

and commence plowing the ground, so
that the birds aretlien compelled to seek
shelter in the adjoining woods and
ichets. They feed in the open
during the morning and afternoon, seek-
ing water and shade along the little
streams in the middle of the day. While
in such places they are very difficult to
find, and even more difficult to bag owing
to the thickness of the brush and trees.
| The pine woods of this country are very
open and free from underbrush, and a
covey of bhirds scattered in such cover
affords fine sport.

The proper way to hunt here is to go
horseback, for it is really the perfection
of sport to ride all day through this pic-
turesque country behind a couple of good
| dogs, dismounting only when the game

has been marked. Almost every field
and copse will offer game to try the hunt-
er's skill. The sun is bright, the air

¥ Dagr.
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}» PRONOUNCED DEPARTURE IN
' POPULAR LITERATURE.

lThe Principle of the Very Lowest

| Margin Above Actual Cost Put
| Into Practical Operatlion.

Delieving that if the productions of the first

LITERARY AND ARTISTIC

Tuwlent are placed within the reach of &), thero
will be & most appreciative response, the pub-
lishers of THE ORBIT have perfected arrange-
ments for issuing the largest and unguestionably
the finest monthly for the money ever offered.
The eurrent number will be ready in time, and
th reafler regularly eack month THEORBIT will
te delivered, postage paid, to any portion of the
United States at the remerkably low price of

50 CENTS

A YEAR.

As to the reliability of the publishers, and their
undoubted responsibility in earrying ont their
enntracts with subscribers, reference is made to
Hon. Frank Brown, Postmaster of Baltimore, who
may be communicated with by any local post-
master, or writlen to direct by those who desire
£u to do,

A 32-PAGE MAGAZINE.

Size of page 9x12. printed on tinted book paper,
and will throughout be & model publication &s to
typographical appearance, character of matter
and illustrations. Most positively it will

i NOT BE AN ADVERTISING SHEET,

The space for such purpose being limited, and
no advertisements rdmitted other than those un-
| questionably proper for home reading.

An especial feature will be made of WASH-
| INGTON PAGES devoted to national subjects.
men and matters, which will be}edited by

(EORGE ALFRED TOWNSEED,

Enown the country over by his famous nom de
plume of

“GATH.?

Other well-known writers at Washington will
cover the various fields of genernl Interest: A, 8,
LyMaN, MajJor J. J. NoaR, JOHN 8. SHRIVER.

balmy and bracing, and as you ride along |

in your shirt-sleeves, ever surrounded by |

charming scenes, you wonder whether
| you caneveragain attempt quail shooting
amidst the ice and snows of the bleak
North, When the middle of the day
arrives and the sun has grown too warm,
vou stop upon the bank of some pretty
little lake for lunch. The dogs take a
bath in the cooling waters and get a rest
which fits them for the afternoon woik.

If you arenot an ardent sportsman you
will probably continue shooting until
the dusk of evening renders it no
longer possible to hold on the swift-fly-

ing birds. The dogs are brought to heel, |

you put on your heavy coat to keep off
the cool night air, and turn your horse's

head for home. Perhaps the moon isup, |

and as yvou ride along through wood and
field, the whole scene, bathed in silvery
light, save where the dark shadows of

the forest fall, you feel an exhilaration |

which is known only to those who
commune with nature..

Not only does Florida offer shooting
unsurpassed, but she has equal attrac-
tions for the fisherman. Her lakes and
rivers abound in fish of great variety,

and all along her extensive coast sea-
 fishing is of the finest. A. R. Hack.

Babies for Weapons.

When in a passion all weapons are good
that come to the Transylvania gypsy's hand,
and. for lack of better, unfortunate infants
are zometimes bandied backward and for-
ward as improvised cannon balls. A Ger-
men writer mentions having been an eye |
witness of a quarrel between a gypsy man i
and woman, the latter having a baby on her |
breast. Passing from word4 to blows, the
man, seeing neither stick nor stone within
handy reach, seized the baby by the feet,
and with it belabored her so violently that,

when the bystanders at last were able to in-
terpose, the wretched infant had already
given up the ghost. :

WomaNn's WORLD

In all its wvaried features dwelt upcn by
JENNY JUNE. MaARrION HaARLANL, O.IVE 1 UGAN,
Crara BELLE, MBS, MALLON, Nokua Blan

FASTERN AND SOUTHERN MATTERS

Taken up in most interesting form by those
coempetent to do so. Negot ati -nsare now pending
with several of the besl-kuuwn writers of those
sevtions.

GENERAL MISCELLANY

Of Seience. Travel, Wit and Humor, Bports, ete.,

et by such adepts as C. C. ADAMB, GARRETT P.
| =Erviss, C. M. EXYDER, W. H. SiviTER, DaN
BrARD,

ORIGINAL STORIES

By GEORGE ALFRED TOWNSEND, ERNEST DE

| LaNceEy PIERSON, GEN'L J. MapisoN DRAKE,
Miss JENNIE B. JupsoN, Mrs. M. H. CaATHERWOOD,
HeNRrY J. Forp, while arrangements are being
perfected with novelists of wide reputation for
sciials of a very high class.

ILLUSTRATIONS

\re to be made a special feature, and THE ORBIT
will contain original illustrations made expressly
for the articles fillilng ita pages by such distin-
anished artists as the BEArDS, the Morans, Hax-
1LTON GiBsoN, WorTH, D MEza, DENSTON, S10K-
E|3, CHAPIN, GRAVES, HOOPER, CUSACES, BOoDFisH,
TavLor, BroUGHTON and others of like high
standing.

If such & publication, worthy in every way of
comparison with the leading high-priced maga-
zines, is not worth ) cents & year strictly upon its
own merits, and without throwing in premiums or
chromos, then it is not worth sending for.

SAMPLE COPIES WILL BE SENT

To any part of the country upon receipt of address
with stamp. Money must be forwarded by postal
note, money order, or in case of a single sub-
seription 50 cents may be sent at subscriber’s risk
in postage stamps or currency. All communica-
vons should be addressed
C. W. WOOLFORD & (0D,
Baltimore, Md
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