‘The Tariff Controversy.

BY FARMER.

——

y back in.the B0'sin the
_ the Farmers’ Allisnce the
enjofthe south had a
tu, e jute baggiog trost
sud suceeeded, as they thoughﬁ
in bringing the Trust to terms
they got the price of bagging low-
some, Home time in August
I wrote an article for The Lincoln |co
Uounty News, the intention being
m the farmers that 1;!:::i j;:;
trust was not whip
- but that they had got a protective
hrlﬂput on all foreign made bag-
and also they had got the
mw material admitted free there-
fore being protected the' manufac.
tarer of this country could make
their own profitable price on bag-
ging that the eottou farmer had to
wrap their eotton in that went to
all parts of the world without any

Wmlt and sign the ar-
a “Farmer,” not thinking
that what I M written would
get me into a political econtrover-
8y. But the editor of The Lincoin
County Times took exception to
what I had said and in his charao-
teristic way came at me and said,
‘Bome farmer writing in The Lin-
¢oln County News is fool enough
hbuwillmghoukes or 10 cents
his cotton crop in order to be

to get ‘“free trade’’ cheap bag
;In‘hmpitln. Then he said,
“That is like the dog that dropped
boune to grab at the shadow.’’

ell I replied to that in the col-
‘ﬁllll! of The News. Then he pub-

mes and said if I waunted to dis-
ouss the tariff he would entertain
m provided I would sign my
‘name to my article, That T did
not want to do. Knoowing bim to
bea disciple of Blackstone and
Bascon, I being just an ordinary
“blrnwd" farmer naturally hes-
itated to attach my real name to
the articles in print. Then too,

not accustomed to high
‘words thatsome people
use in political ques-

tlonlmﬁem feel a natural hs-

ng the f ‘_f
llghb. Dn% Wg&‘u it ‘may,
the readers of The News know
what I have said and the readers
of The Times know what has been
said by its editor andthose that
have read both papers know what
we both have said, In this dis.
cussion I have been honored with
titles that T never dreamed of.
Such high soundivg names as
{Democratic ward heeler,”” (but
I'll be shot if I know lrhnt that is
a8 I never lived in a ward) ‘“Barn,
editor’” etc. Now the pub:
¢ knows what has been said by
each ot us and they will be the
judge. In his paper of November
17 the Times editor complains be-
cause I have not given my real
pame and says that Iama fake
farmer and charges The News
editor with the responsibility of
what I have said. Buot I want to
say thatl will daddy all that has
been said by "‘Farmer’” and that
The News editor norno one else
has digtated bat myself. Then
The Times of November 1T7th
gtarts out to reply to my article of |gu
November Srd and says thatl|to
sald, “That if the Democratic
e
Y S why it that cotton m
- have not made money but have
lost money ever since 1907.”” All
“ Task i that The News readers
‘rend what T did say and see if it
sounds like the :llnvo thzumﬁen
D
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‘cotia "h?r-ltf,ghn
0 CODgresses, ow. er

e ul me ifs Bepublican
make cotfon & high

wiﬂtthe whole cotton grow-

fng world to compete with ona
J'ne trade market why im the

' can’t they make the

~ price of yaros higher protected by
g | i_mhﬂ

hed it and replied to it in The |gress.

.mmm own produ
+ | the sugar trust is protected -
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In his apswer to another ques-
tion he said, ‘‘The only reason
other farm produots are now high,
trust | while cotton is low, because the
Demooctats in congress didn’t have
time to tinker with the tariff on
but a few articles, cotton espec
ially.” Why Charley Taft called

ogress together to pass a free
tmial:w, 80 that wheat, hogs,
sheep, cattle and other farm pro.
duets could be shipped inwo
this country out of OCanada
without paying any tariff.
Then he thinks he

the cotton bulls—that they have
been indicted for twelve months.
True, but the lower courts set
aside these indictments and the
Attorney General took an appeal
to the SBupreme court. That court
has not yet handed down its de
cision. But the bull speculs-
tors will not ply their trade while
they are under indictment. But
have you in mind sir that they did
all they could to help the cotton
farmer get 15 cents for his 1911
ctop! Then he wants The News
barnyard editor to tell why cotton
was selling for 14 cents on July
1st. Now any 8.year old school
boy knows thatit was the 1910
short cotton crop that was selling
on that date and from the time
the June report was made till
July 1st, cotton had fell $7.50 on
the bale. That was before the
eotton bill was introduced in Con:
Then in July the new crop
of 1911 began to go on the market,
With a government estimate of 15
million bales it was natural for the
price to go down, and with a com-
bined forek of bear buyers to forge
the price down, with the ball
force shut out by indictments in
the United Btates courts every
cotton farmer with any intelli-

gence knows that the above isa
correct idea of the sithation and
there is not & man of intelligence
jn the country that believes or
would argue otherwise without he
was & partisan political fanatic.
Then he tries to 'reply to what 1
said about whata bale of cotton
would boy now and what it woald
buy during the panic of 1898,
Of all the argument I ever heard
a smart man make that beats all,

Aund this is what he says, ‘‘Under
Cleveland you had your free trade
on everything.” That is the

a public man making, when every
school boy that has ever read the
history of the TUnited States
knows that this has never been a
free trade country, that there has
always been a tariff’ tax on foreign
made goods and he knows that
the Demoeratic party has never
been a free trade party, but has
always stood fora tariff for rev-
enue only, The only thiog they
ever ask for is a reduction of the

the tariff tax. But what the
farmers of this country have to
kick about whether he be a re-
publican or demoerat, is the class
ilation the tariff makers are
ty of, and that is what I tried
show upin my first article
nb(mt. the jute bagging, not dream.
ing that I would be led intoa
tisan political controversy and
it Thave tried to stick to the
trath as I know it an'd as history
gives it.

The Editor of The Times says
that the Republican party is »
high protective tariff party. That
it true. But it is a free trade party
too, It has always kept our ports
open 8o that our wheat, corn, cot-
ton and all other farm products
would have the world to compete
with for 8 market. Egyptian cot-
ton is shipped to this country
free of any tariff charges to o%m;

u

tariff on forelgn made sugar

the consumers know whatn hif
have to pay for it

manufacturers of firm tocls

h tariff law

e te = &

- | with them. But they are allowe

to compete on foreign shores and
thus they sell their binders on
foreign markets for $80 or #80
for what we American farmers
(that are shut up by a high pro-
tective tarfff wall) will have to
pay 8125 for. The Editor of

The Times says that he does

not agree with me that we had to

has got
me in a hole on the indictment of

broadest assertion I ever read of

tariff and s more equalization of

Ifnll of our 14 mnnm:
of cotton would have to be wn
factured by our own mills

pext three or four years for we
already have enough on hnnd to
last our mills that loog. Thera
is avother thing it seems that hep
does pot know, ‘‘thatthe riw
cotton that we export to foreign
markets brings to this country
more noovey than any other one
article we export which amounts
to something like $400,000,000.”
Close our ports from shippiog cot-
ton out of this country and
price would not be two ceats per.
pound. He surely does nob
know that there are not ewvough
mills in this country to spin ooe
third of what we produee in one
year. Then if we had the mills
we would have to import pauper
labor from Earope to work in them
as some people are doing now to
work io their brick yards. Ouor
ports are already open for
free admission of European pauper
labor and many hundreds are now
employed in the cotton mills and
other industries of this country.
And when the Times buoilds two
thirds more mills in this country
to spin all the cotton that we pro-
duce and get his pauper labor
from Eorope to run them, then
he will shed crocodile tears
over American labor, For then
the great middle class will dis-
appear aod there will be but
two classes —the very wealthy
and the very poor, but that
would only be history repeating
itself where a centralizing govern-
ment by mgkiog laws that cen-
tralized the wealth of the country
intothe hands of the few. It is
that, that has. destroyed politi,
cal freedom and independence in
all down falling governments in the
past and will destroy this if th
great middle class does
rige opoge . 0be | man and
equal rights and privileges as was
guaranteed to them by the founders
of this government, irrespective of
partisan politics. For when the
government gets so rotten that a
seat in its highest law making de-
partment cost #100,000 what hope
is held out to the poor man of the
great middle class, The Times
editor may oot know it but he

eventoally centralize the wealth|a
and power of this conntry into the
hands of a few unscrupulous men
and when Bis children go before
that power aud cry for hread that
power will do like Czar of Russia
did some months ago when his
subjects were clamoring for human
rights, He ordered his police to
shoot them down and after kil
ling several he told the rest to
go home he would forgive them,
Yes brother, you are pursuing a
course that will briag want, mis-
ery and ruin on your children,
that you thiuk other people are
trying to bring on yon. The Edi.
tor seems to take offense at my
suggesting the aid of Marion
Butler. Now I ask him to tell his
readers how a Democratic congress
who has not as yet put a law on
the statute books could possibly
put down the price of cotton all
over the world and at the same
time raise the price of everythiog
else that the human family needs
to live on, Now I knew he could
not explain nor answer that ques.
tion although he bhas contended
all along that Copgress had put
down the price of cotbon, Mr,
Butler had made the same asser-
‘tions and koowing him to be one
of the brainest men the state
has produeed and brosdminded in
every way and weli poated in
governmenhl matters, [ thought
and | he could give s barnyard editor
and other that are as igno-
rant as he some light on the
|gnbject. And the editor of The
Times need not think my inten-
tion was to malign sod slander
Mr. Butler. If T can’t disenssa
gubject without maligning and
slandering my opponent I will
quit. . I will pot malign or slander
anyone, I will not get that low
down. And io this discussion I
have tried to stick to the truth
and facts under discussion,

Itis said ‘‘That a drowning
man will grasp at a straw,” The

editor of The Times pgrabbed at

the|

is pursuing a course that willy
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ltnw vm he said, “We
id  “Farmer” is one of
y officials of the !‘nmm’
he farmers need never
h guoceed with their or.
ation 85 long as they eelect
drlnden ward politicians
hb are farmers only io vame
Uead of men who devote their
2 and ability to real farming
her than partisan politics.”

cotton farmers would not bave ¢ ;1 Now I want to inform the editor
plant another cotton seed in the jof The Times that being a member

of the Farmers’ Union does not
soufiict with a man’s religious or
ipolitical views. And itis also
jrue that partisan politics nvor
sectarianism is not sllowed dis-
jcussed in the meetings but the
Farmers’ Union does not debar a
member from discussing politieal
guestions publicly. One would
{ofer from the above that the
editor thinks that the farmer that
jdoes real farming should de-
vole his time and ability to his
fwork on the farm, and let the
jother fellow attend to the politie:
al and other public questions.
Why brother the farmer has al-
ways known how to do real farm.
ing and really devotes too much
time to his farm, and let the other
fellows do the rest. Now farming
has two ends to its business. Oune
end is on the farm and the Far-
mers' Educational and Coopera-
tive Union was started to teach
the farmers the other end of the
business such as controlling the
marketing and makiog prices on
what he produces and when he
takes hold of the marketing and
selling end of his business he na.
turally will run on political ques.
tions that directly concerns him
‘and these questions will be dis.
cussed and considered in a non-
partisan way, and I can inform
the editor that the Farmers’
Union will never go into partisan
politics por start a new political
party, but when it wants any
laws passed or aid from the gov-
ernment they are going to ask for
it as & brotherhood of farmers in
a nonpartisan way and the party
in power is the one they are goivg
‘toask, The union in its business
knows oo political party and io
the selection of its officers it knows
man's polities. And wher a
member of the Farmers’ Union dis-
cusses & public question in a news
paper that directly concerned him
and all cotton farmers a partisan
political newspaper editor butted
into him and called him a fool
which drew him into this discus.
sion and when the farmer got the
best of the argument he gets mad
or smnethmg like it and calls me
ard politician and a fake farmer

nd insinuated like that a man
thst done real farming did not
have the ability to discuss poli-
tical questions. Now in con-
clusion Iwill say to The Times
editor thatas he is so anxious for
me to come out from under cover
and daddy my articles withmy
real name I will gratify him and
say that I am sorry that all the
readers of his paper did not get
to read all what has been said in
this discossion on both sides and
now all T ask him to do is to give
me faets and figures and answer
the many sensible questions that
I have asked him in my “Farm-
er’’ articles if he wants this dis:
cussion to go on,
me by maligoning, insinoations
and inuendos. That is not argu-

fyiog.
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W. W. BIGGERSTAFF.

Return After Absence of Twenty Years,

Dr. Geroge E. Williams of Lin-
coln, Neb. has returned to North
Carolina for a month’s visit
among the friends of his childhood
and young manhood ‘days—Dr.
Williams who left the State at the
age of twenty one, is & native of
Catawba county. He vis-
ited at the home of Dr, and Mrs,
L. A, Crowell this week. From
there he went to Bhelby to visit
other friends and relatives,

Dr, Williams has amassed a great
fortune, and, best of all, has made
for himself = great name through:
out the West, as a physician and
surgeon. For the past twelve
years he has been living in the

city of , Neb., m home of
William enn!ng: 'Br , and
bappens personal
friend of Mr. Bryln He says

Mr. Bryan will again be in the
residential race and he fervently
pes to see him win out,

@WSUBSCRIBE FOR THE

LINCOLN OOUNTY NEWS.

Copference met last
Stategville, Bishop E. E. Hoss
presiding. The Conference met
in Btatesville just seventeen years
. The Btatesville correspond- |
ent to The
grows reminiscent and notes the
chaoges made since the meeting
in the one roomed brick church

and not answer|’

e 17 Yean
—Bishop Hoss Reminfscent.

The Western North Oarolina
week in

Charlotte Observer

with its high steeple seventeen
years ago, and now when it is
held 1o & modern well appointed,
many-roomed house of worship,
and says:

““There were only 454 Metho-
dists in BStatesville then; now
there are withio a few of 1,000.
The salary of the pastor has gone
from $900 to $1,800, and a second
charch has been built, In the
Western North Carolina Confer-
ence there were 64,636 members;
now there are 92,607, The pastors
were then paid $77,000; npow
$179,000. The value of the
churches has gone from $671,000
to £1,0056,000; 151 pastoral charges
have grown to 223, The confer-
ence claimants were paid then
$3,706; now 89,425, The Bunday
school scholars have grown from
47,146 to 74,369. The educational
assessment was then #3,000;. now
it is 818,585. The salary of the
presiding elders bas gone from
$10,000 to 818,257, At that Con-
ference $8,237 was raised for for-
eign missions; last year $19,583
were raised, and the dummtlc
missionary collection has gone
from $4,606 to #13,411. The
church extension fund has grown
from $1,5618 to $7,941. These fig-
ures cover only half of the State,
as the North Carolina Conference
embraces the eastern section of
North Carolina.

NOT ASHAMED OF HIS ORIGIN

ncident That Seems to Show Whole-
some Splrit in English Aristo-
cratic Society.

For all the prevdiling belief that
i Englishman loves a duke above
all else, it is nevertheless true that
English society has always been af-
fected by a sound and wholesome
ipirit of demoeracy. An extract
from Lady Chatterton's diary gives a
ittle passage that reflects credit on
il concerned, including titled per-
sonages : “Last week | met Sir Fran-
sis Chantrey and Luttrell at Rogers'
wouse. Lady Dufferin, Mrs, Damer,
Lord Lansdowne and Lord Glenelg
were there. After breakfast, Chant-
tey pointed out a sideboard, and said
fo Rogers: ‘Do you remember a poor
little fat boy in a common workman’s
dress, who came one morning, many,
many years ago, to take some order
thout that sidehoard?* ‘Yes, I do,
aid Rogers, “for I thought what a
fine head and intelligent look the
poor boy had.” “Well, he is the now
relebrated sculptor, who not only
zoes to all the best hounses in London,
but gives parties that people are so
zood as to call pleasant, where all the
highest and most infellectnal people
honor him with their presence. Can
gou guess who it is? Well, Chantrey
added, while his -honest face beamed
with fun, ‘that cabinet maker’s poor
little apprentice was myself " Every-
body present was pleased at his can-
dor and straightforwardness, which
was the more to be admired because
few had known of his obscure youth
or of the disadvantages of education
that he had overcome.”

DELICATE SUBJECT.

“What is your favorite pastime?”
asked the interviewer.

“Ask me anything else,” replied
Senator Sorghum. “The tastes of
my constituents are so distributed
to baseball, tennis, golf, bridge whist
and pinochle that I wouldn’t dare to
announce & preference.”

S8YMPATHIES TOUCHED,

“What did you do when you met
the train robber face to face?”

“T explained that I had been in-
terviewed by the ticket seller, the
luggage carriers, the dining car
waiters and the sleeping car porters

and borrowed a dollar from him.”

' No. 9
NOT DESIGNED FOR GOOD MAN

g B [ %>r Sald She Would Do Her Bost

“With Baby, but Feared [t
Wouldn't Avail.

Ever observe what attention =
baby on a train attracts? Every~
body smiles and chucks it under the
chin, provided, of course, the baby
doesn’t howl.

On the way from Atlantic City, &
charming young mother sat in &
Pullman chair, playing with the baby
that smiled and cooed all the way
home. Among the others in the ear
who were fascinated by the baby
was an elderly man, who deliberately
sat down in the opposite chair and
opened & conversation with the
mother,

“Certainly a splendid youngster,
madam,” said he. ‘“You ought to be
proud of it, and T have no doubt you
will do your best to make him a good
and nseful man.”

“Tll do my best, sir, but Pm
afraid it will be to no avail,” she ane
swered meekly.

“Oh, pshaw! Whyso? Why so?”
he demanded.

“Well, you see, sir,” said the moth-
eT, now radiant with smiles, “nature
has taken the exactly opposite view,
and has designed this baby to be-
come & gtrong and beautiful and
charming woman. She's a girl.”—

Philadelphia Times,

STAGE DIAMONDS

The Actress—Heavens, I've lost
my diamonds and my pocket book.

The Manager—\What are you hole
lering about?

The Actress—Mercy, man, the
pocket book contained nearly nine
dollars.

KILLING RATS IN JAVA,

A consular report gives the follow-
ing method of destroying rats adopt-
ed by M. de Kruyff of the agricul
tural bureau of the Dutech Indies at
Buitenznrg, Java. All visible rat holes
were first stopped with earth to as-
certain which holes were inhabited,
for the inhabited holes were found
reopened on the following day. Half
a feaspoonful of carbon bisulphide
was poured in each of these holes,
and after a delay of a few seconds to
allow the liquid to evaporate the
mtixture of vapor and air was ig-
nited. The result was a small Pxplu-
sion, which filled the hole with poi-
sonons gases and killed all the rats
almost 1nstantly, A pound of bis
sulphide is sufficient for more than
200 rat holes; 131 dead rats were
found in 43 holes which were opened
after the operation. It is further
stated that satisfactory results in
exterminating porcupines have been
obtained by this method,

NEW KIND OF CHICKENS,

It’s a poor kind of child that can't
keep its elders guessing—and chuck«
ling. The normal child, indeed, can
say more things in a day than the
gaid elders can absorb in a week, and
the juvenile “funniness” comes out
in the most unexpected places and
manners and is frequently all the
more effective for being unwitting
and unconscious. So with the little
city boy whom Bishop Frederick
Burgess once described as spending
much of his first visit to the country
in looking at the hens,

“Have you never seen chickens be-
fore?” gome one asked him.

“Oh, yes, I’ve scen "em,” the child
made answer, “but never before they
wuz peeled.”

—

B =

.

AR

= W
£ ¢

=

e IR et i A R | S AT

b . At

B S - S S

.



