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Letter from Colonel Clemens 2o

General Cass.--Neo. 2. :

HuxtsviLLE, ALA., Oct..3; 18556, |

Dear Sir: Other engagements have pre:

vented me from continving, at an earlier
| day, my reply to your anti-Ameriean 1étter.
If ine that replyg should at any time use
! plain language, I beg vou to belseve that it
'results from no diminution of my regard for
| you as a man, or the high estimatel have
jalways placed upon your abilities as' a states-

man.
;a

It would be very,diffirult for me 1q
ddress you in any ‘but a kindly . spirit.—
I'hese are not times, however, nor is thisga

. subjeet, upon which to suppress the utter-
ance of honest sgntiments.
't
' countable for whatever fate awaits us; be-
cause your influence is wider, your capaci- | d¢®
ty less questioned, and your character less | s

| accessible to reprogeh.
tyou occupy the position of the watchman
'mentioned in Ezekiel, and according to the

You, sir, more
han any other man in this repanblie, are ae-

To your ecountry

PLATFORM OF EHF AMERICAN janner in which the duty of a watchman is

PARTY OF NORTH CAROLINA.

At a Convention of the American party,
held at Raleigh, on the 10th of October,
1855, the following resolutions were adopt-

ed.

Resolved, 'That, as the eauses which ren-
dered the secreecy of the American organi- |1
zation necessary in its infancy, no longer
exist—all the secret cermonials of the or-
der whether of initintion, obligations, signs,
constitutions, rituals, or passwords-be abol-
ished—that we do constitute ourselves into
a publicly organrzed party—that we do chal- I
lenge our opponents to the public discuss- |

ion of our principles—and we do hereby | I succeed in impressing upon you the great

discharged will be your reward or your re-
' sponsibility :

“«¥f, when he seeth the sword come upon

the land, he blow the trumpet and warn the
| people, then whosoever heareth the sound
of the trumpet,-and taketh not warning, if
'the sword eome.and

take him away, his
lood ghall be upon his own head.

“But ifthe watehman see the sword eome,

and blow not the trumpet, and the people be

not warned, if the sword come and take any |
' person from among them, he is taken away |
_in his iniquity, but his blood wil I require
' at the watchman’

=

s hands.”

If, in what I have written, or may write.

invite and invoke the aid and co-operation | importance of giving the American move-
of all the citizens of the State, without re- | ment an honest and careflul examination, I

gard to their former political affiliations, in  shall not have knbored in vain.

I have, in- |

maintaining and carrying out the gfeat aims ' deed, other objects, and ehief among these

principles and objects of the Ameriean par-
ty.

Resolved, That we do hereby ratify and |
endorse the principles enunciated in the
platform of the American party, by the
National Council of the same, begun and
held at Philadelphia, on the 5th day of June, |

repelling unjust assailment.

is that of refuting unfounded charges, and

In the list of your charges against the
American party is that of ¢ proscription.””

'"The word was no doubt used without re-
ftection, for you could not have intended to
make the vile accusatipn its literal meaning

1855, in relation to the political poliey of[cov’ers. To proseribe means “to censure

the Government—whilst at the same time,

we consider the three great primary princi- |

ples of the organization, whieh constitute |

the basis of our party, as paramount in im-

portance to any issues of mere govermental |
. poliey.

Resolved, That these three great primary |
principles are, firsf, the confinement of the I
honors, offices and responsibilities of polit- |
ical station, under our government, to ma-
tive-born Americans, with a duc regard, at
the same time, to the protection of the for-
eign-born in all the civil rights and privileges
guaranteed to freemen by the censtitution,
whether Federal or State.

Secondly, Resistance to religious intoler-
ance, and a rigid maintananee of the great
principle of religious freedom—by exclud-
ing from office and power, those who would
persecute for opinion’s sake, who would
control the politics of the eountry through
Church influences or priestly interference ;
and who acknowledge an allegiance to any
power on carth, whether civil or ecclesias-
tical, as paramount to that which they owe
to the Constitution.

And, ’I’hirdly. unswerving devotion to the
Uxiox of these States, and resistance to all
factions and scctional attempts to weaken
its bonds.

Resolved, 'That in all nominations for po-
litical station here after to be made by the
American Party, it is recommended that the
same be done in open public meeting—and
that all those who agree with us in prihciple,
and who concur in our aims and objects,
shall hereafter be recognized as members of
the Ainerican party.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the
A'merican Party in this State to hold a Con-
vention of delegates, to be appointed in pub- |
lic primary meetings in the respective coun- |
ties, m Greensboro,” on Thursday the 10th |

. day of April next, for the purpose of nomi-
aating a candidate to be run by the Amer-
ican party for Governor at the next election |
—that each county appoint as many Del-
egates as it chooses, and that the mode of
voting in said convention be regulated by
the convention itself. T

Resolved, That we consider the 22d day |
of Febuary next—the time heretofore se-
fected by the National Couneil of the Amer- |
ican order, for the nomination of eandidates
for President and Viee-President, as too '
<arly a day for that purpose, and we do
hereh_y recommend to our breathren of the |
Amer!cun party throughout the Union, the
propriety of postponing the holding of said |

Sfonvengion, to'some time in the month of |
June or July. ' . '

Resolved, However, lest such postpone-
ment may not take place, it is deemed ad- |
visable to appoint two delegates to represent |
the State at large in such nominating Con- |
vention,—and it is recommended to the A-
meriean party in each Congressional, Dis-
trict 10 hold primary meetings in the respee-
live counties, and appoint delegates to Dis- |
trict Conventions, for the selection of a |
delegate from each respective District to |
said nominating Convention. ‘

. Resolved, That an Executive Cenual \
Committee of five, be appointed by this body |
whose duty it shall be to attend to the |
general concerns of the American party in
this State, 1o earry on the necessary “eor- |
Fespondence, and take such inceptiv

-

capitally—to doom to destruciion.’
something worse than to persecute, and it
would pain me to believe that you could so
far forget what is due to truth and commen
sense as to make such an allegation against
so considerable a number of your country-
men.
you intend 10 employ it.
practising all your life that very same pro-
seription.
it patriotism, and I must protest against any
change of name at the present day.
if you ever voted for a Whig in your life.
I am very sure that you have often voted
for a Demoerat when you knew his Whig
competitor was, in all respects, his superior
as a man.
tunate than I have been, you have some-
times voted 1
gainst an independent Democratic eandidate,

fice.”

e steps |

It is

It is#alse even in the sense in which
You have been

For fifty years you have ealled

I doubt

Unless you have been more for-
for a Demoeratic nominee a-

whom you knew to be his superior. In the

exercise of your rights as a citizen, you pro- |
seribed (pardon the use of your own word,) |
the whole Whig party, you proscribed that
portion of your own party who would not
submit to caucus diction.
the United States you assisted in excluding

As a Senator of

Abolition members of the same body from

a place on any of its committees ; and now,
- sir, will you tell me-in what respect youare
less liable to the charge of proscription than

Iam? Tsaythat T will not vote for a for-
cigner or a Catholre. Yousay that you will

not vote for a Whig, or a Demnoerat who
'runs against the party nomince; and that
'you will not let an Abolitionist serve on a

committee. 1 have heard it said, “oh yes,
you can vofe as you please, vou may vote
against a foreirner just as well as against an

Abolitionist, but itis very improper fo form |
. . |
ners from of- |

combinations to exclude foreig

I have no particular objection to such
reasoning when it comes from some half-

' fledged lawyer who knows no more of his

profession as a science, than he does of vol-
canoes in the moon, and who has only a
vague idea that somewhere in the law com-
binations are declared illegal, but when a
man of fair ability utters such things the
conclusion is inevitable that he has very lit-
tle respect for the intelligence of his hearers.
It is impossible for a political party to ex-
ist without combination. All the objects of
a party are effected.through combinations.
You ecombined with ‘Madison, Monroe,
Jackson, Van Buren, Polk and Pieree—ex-
cuse me for mentioning the last—as 1 did
the same thing I hepe you will acquit meof
malice in the allusion. That man will con-
fer a favor I shall not soon forget who con-
vinces me that it is not just as fair to com-
bine for the purpose of exeluding foreigners
from office, as it is for the purpose of exclud-
ing Whigs or rebellious Democrats. You
contented yourself with assertion and made
no aitempt at proof. It is well for your rep-
utation that you did so. Many persons will
believe what you say without putting them-
selves to the trouble of examination; where-
as, if you had attempted am argument you
would certainly have exposed to the most
indifferent inguirer the weakness of your
position. “No learning, and no ingenuity
could have saved .you from a mortifying
failure.

You acknowledge and act upon the prin-

O

of-

- rc’h

e o Fone

"obligation to sypport

rt a Whig because you
action of the powers of
constitution erroneous. |
rt a foreigner because
Mgs) not one in five thous-

‘the constitution, and not
sand anderstands .its pro- |
B s oow o’
i, $Ris. Is un exict statement of
your position and of mine. Both of us,’
doubtless, can ‘give m;zy:_ﬂher reasons for
she fai at 15 in us; blit thisis the ground- |
work upen which the whole superstructure
is reared.” TFyours is'the offsprinig of patri-
otic devetiofi seliberty-andsthe constitution,
by what magie does miné become “intoler-
apee,’ *proseription,”” and reckless disre-
ofieonstitutional duty? It is true you
1 ert that there‘is anything uncon-
titutional in the American platform. Your
position is too high, and you could net af-
ford so to trifle with your reputation; but
you give to others with feWer seruples, and
less to lose, the sanction of your sidence.—
As long as your opponentg confined them-
selves tp general denunciations ofthe Amer- |
ican Order as ancunstitnional, they got along
smaothly enough. S&me people took ikfor ]
granted thcy_kn"gw what they were s g,
and believed them. But specifications are
dangerous thipgs when érror is to be sus-
tained. T'wo elauses are relied-upon; the
first is—

“But no religious test shall ever be ree
quired as a qualification for any office or
publie trust under the United States.”’

This clansc relates entirely to the oafl
which mustbe takén by the public officers.
It places no restrietion upen the votéE—im-
poses no obligation. . T'he Lagislature is de-
nied the right of requiring any religions oath
from an officer aftzy Lijs election by the
people, but the people themselves retain
unlimited diserection, and it is entirely with |
them to decide whether a2 man’s religious
opinions shall be any bar to his advance-
ment. ‘This relates to elections by the peo-
ple. The whole Congress cannot require
any test oath whieh the constituency ofthe
officer did not require, but in Executive ap-"
pointments it is different. The State alone
can rejéct his nominees, for their religious
opinions, as well as for any other cause,
which, in their judgment renders the nom-
inations improper. Under the Constitution
the people have the unqualified “right to re-
jeet any candidate for their suffrages on ac-
count of his religion. The State has the
unqualified right to reject any nomination
gent to them by the President, on account
of the religion of the nonunee. K We propose
as voters to exercise the right whieh is se-
cured to us, and we desire the eleetion of
Senators who will exercise the right which
belongs to them. That is all, We are sat-
isfied with the constitution as it is, and pro-
pose no change. 'I'he other clause is:

“That Congress shall make no law re- |
specting an establishment of relizion, or pro- |
hibiting the free exercise thereof.”

There is scarcely a clanse in the consti-
tution with which a Know Nothing would
be mote unwilling to part than the very one |
which is thus gquoted against us. One of |
the ehief objections to Catholicism is to be
found in its constant struggles to eonnect
itself with the State. Every other denomi-
nation of Christians look upon all connex-
ion with - the ‘goyvernment as fatal 1o the |
best interests of Religion. In that Chureh
alone, a pestless longing [or power, an insa-
tiable thirst for persecution and blood, in-
duces unremittine e¢flforts to obtain posses-
sion of the temporal sword. In guarding a-
gainst that danger, in seeking to keep the
stains of earth far away from the ermine of
the Christian Church, the first amendment |
to the eonstitution is an auxiliary no Amer- |
ican wishes to lose. The Catholicinay |
performithe exercise of religion on the pub-
lie highways, or in the market-places, if he
pleases; he may celebrate mass at mid-day
or at mid-night; he may nail a saint or two
over his door, or collect a~dozen holy relics
in his cabinet, and no one will interposé an

objection. The American party ﬁﬁ:o
war upon the Catholic to prevent the free
exercise of his religion, but to prevent the
possibility of ‘his interfering with the free
exercise of eurown. Men whe have de-
clared that it isgwnconstitutional to permit
the Bible to'be studied in schools, have no
further scrupleste overcome before declar-
ing it uncenstitutional to attend any but a
Catholic church. When other arguments
fail, it is customary- to resort te weak at-
tempts to ridicule the fear of danger from
Catholic influence; and in “erder to make
this effectual, the census statistics arc very
anscrupulously perverted. According to
that document, the Baptists provide church
aceomodations for 3,247,029, the Methodists
for 4,333,759, while the Catholies provide
aceomodations for anly 667,082.

The reason of this disparity is plain.
t The Baptists and Methodists (K) not build
| churches for t ives - alone; every
church will ¥6ld more.than dotible as many
worshippers as actually belong to the church.
Their houa'ea.k-am'wa all ever the

country, and the ‘whoele neighborhood,
whether they belong to any church or not
are welcomed when they eome.

The Catholic Cathedrs on the other
hand, are put up on a seale of such regal

"American e¢haragier.
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: unassuming ed with which oth-
ey

i orfs have dotted the land.
from

'k

‘seern’ togestimate the value of prayer
1 ,"txe splendor «of the teniple

"W h;_lt ascends, and to fear that log
cabin ms wonld never reach the
‘ears of int Peter.. Their church accom-

odations, therefore, afford no rule by which

lo estifnaté’the namber of mesithers. ' The

actnal number of members ' in'‘the three
€hurches 15 as follows: Baptist, ineluding
eight different sects, 982,908'; Methodists,
including four different sects, 1,779,526 :

while the Catholies tiseto 1,173,700, ac- |

cording to thesBaptist almanac, or 1.584,-
500, according to another estimate made by
the snpe_rin}endant of the census. This
was in 1850. &n 1852, Archbishop Hughes

ve, iv'as his opigion that there were not

s than 3,500,000 Catholies in the United
States, ‘and * added—* Emmigration. has ne

doubt contributed much’* to this regult.’’.
Since 1850, the immigration has been ime
mense, and at this day | have litte doubt
the Arehbishop’s estimate is far below the
truth. It must be remembered, also, that
there are no sects, no schismsamongst them.
They have a common object—they obey a
commen- head.

In all that relates to the advancement of
the church, they have no scruples, no re-
straints; and their ‘capacity for mischief is
thus increased many fold bevond their actu
al numbers.’ Yet we are admonished to let

| this church alone—to permit it go on in-

creasing, without opposition, at this fearful
rate. Even Christian ministers have en-
tered the political arena and warned us that
persecution will give it new vitality, The
serpent is among us.—We see it glow day
by day, we watch its scales harden, and
still we must not touch it for fear persecu-
tion . will strengthen i#t. This is one of
those popular errors which have been ac-
cepted frem generation to gemeration, be-

eause no one thought it of sufficient impors |

tance to exposa it. It is not only fulse, it is
a libel upon the Protestant fuith, and the
: T. It presupposes two
things repugnant alike to the understanding

and the heart. It supposes thé Gatholie to
be the true religion, and applys to it the

maxim ‘that the blood of the martyrs is |

the seed of the church.”” The great reform-
er Knox héld no such opinion, stern, sin-
cere, fearless, unawed by power, unseduced
by flattery, he denouneed with equal sever-
ity G*ﬁ magistrate who tolerated, and the

itize® who practiced Romish superstitions.
lohn Wesly was mgt behind him. The
following extract from one of his letters
speaks for itself. The deciples of the
school he founded would do well to refer to
his writings a little more frequently than
many of them appear to have done :

“ Again those who acknowledge the spir-
itual power of the Pope can give no security
of their allegiance to any governmémt; but
all Roman Catholics acknowlédge this;
therefore they can give no security for their
allegiance.

¢ The power of granting pardon for sins
—present, past and to come—is, and has
been for many centuries, one branch of his
spiritual power. But those who acknowl:
edge him to have this spiritual power can
give ng security for their allegiance, since
they believe that the Pope can pardon re-
bellion, high
whatsoever. The power of dispensing
with any promise, oath, or vow, is another
branch of thé spiritual power of the Pope,
and all who acknowledge his spiritual
power must acknowledge this. But who-
ever acknowledges the dispensing power of
the Popecan give no security for his allegi-
a~ce to any government. Oaths and prom-
ises are gone : they are light as air—a dis-
pensgalion makes them null apd void. Nay,
not. only the Pope, but even a priest has
power to pardon sins! !
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treason and all other sins |
|
| ‘Apula, and Calabria.
| claimed William the Bastard rightful King
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23, 1855. -

be misundersiood. _ -
" 'Anothet ‘objection to this Popish argu-
ment dgainst persecution is, that it assymes
the depravity of the American people. Tt
says in so many*Words that they are ready
to prove recrecant to Heaven if it will ad- |-
vance a party purpose—that because one
party assails a religlon which fhey believe
to be false and blasphemeouns, the other
party although equally opposed to it, will
encourage and defend it, in order to prevent
| a party injury to themselves. or to iuflict
| one upon theit opponents. I think better
of my countrymeén—I hope they think bet-
ter of themselves;and that they will repu-
diate the leaders who, by the use of such
arguments plainly show how low is the es-
timate they place upon popular intelligence,
and popular virtue. Ifall are not profess-
ing Christians—if many have grievious sins
to atone, there are vet none I trust without
the hope of redemption through the Saviour.
Blot out that hope, and existence becomes
rayless and cherless. Every flower losses
its perfume, and every star that gems' the
Heavens speaks only of eternal torture.—
To barter it away, and for less than a mess
qg:ottage. is a folly too wild, a sin too in-
expiable to command my belief upon any
human evidence. ‘ f
Your late letter, General, reminded me of
the course of the school boy, who getting

|

yow did a good deal of skipping. Among
other hard places, was the claim of tem
ral power on the puart of the Pope. ou
could not deny, and you would not admit.
The denial of any such claim on the part
of the Pope was, I think, first made by Mr.
Chandler, in the House of Representatives,
and you recollect the kind of proof he ad-
duced to sustain him. ‘The Catholie cause
was on trial before the Parliament of
Bfritain, and the Church furnished the evi-
dence for itsell.  There would be little need
| for our crimnal courts, if the offender's own
| stajement was sufficient to iustify acquittal,
I prefer to reiy upon testimony of a less e-
quivocal character. vy |

IFor the first six centuries after the death
' of the humble fisherman whom the Popes
proless to take as their model, and the foun-
der of the Church, they made but little pre-
tension to temporal power. But as time
wore on, corruption after corruption and er-
ror after error erept in. They forgot that
Peter himself was a married man, and or-
| dained celebacy for the clergy. They for-
' get that he travelled abomt on his mission
in threadbare garments, with his coat off,
and clothed themselves ¢ in purple and fine
| linen.”” T'hey forgothis continence, and sur-
rounded themselves with courtezans. They
forgot the humility which induced them to
pray that he might be crucified with his
head downwards, to avoid,an appearance,
even in death., of equality with his Lord,
anG-boldly claimed that they oeccupied the
place “ of the true God.”” The" assertion
of temporal consequence of that claim, and
it has been exercised for a thousand years.
« Pope John VIII obliged Charles the Bald
to confess that he held his empire by rhé
zift of the Pope.”” Pope Benedict VIII ex-
acted a like pledge from Henry, Emperor of
Germany, as also promise to obey him “ in
everything. * Pope Nicholas™ gave Capua
to Richard Guiseard and his brother Robert
all the lands ke might conquer in Sicilyy
" Alexander IT pro-

of England, and sent him a bair({ra‘m the
head of St. Peter in a Diamond ring.—
Gregory VII excommunicated the Emperor
of Germany, and absolved his subjects from
their allegiance. Alexander TII forced
Frederick to hold his stirrup while mount-
ing his horse. Innocent IIl deposed King
John of England for confiscating the pro-
perty of the clergyyiand imprisoning their
concubines. Henry VIII of England and

¢« This 1s an essential doetrine of the

Church of Rome.

anice to anyv government. Qaths are no se-

| curity at all : for the priest can pardon hoth |

Setting their re- | heen thundered against the King of Sardi-

perjury and high treason. _
licion aside it 1s plain that upon principles

men who cannot give any securify to their
government for their allegiance and peace-
able behavior. But this no Romanist can
do. not only while he holds that no * faith
1s to be kept with heretics, but so.lpng as
he acknowledges priestly absolution or the

«Jf any one pleases to answer this, and
sign his name I shall probably reply. DBut
the productionsof any anonymous writers I
do not promise to take any notice of.

«] am, sir, your humble servant,

« JOHN WESLEY.

« City Road, January 2T, 1780.”

Knox and Wesley were right. Persecu-
tion (if you call it by that name) never aid-
ed a bad cause. Henry VHI crushed the
power of the Pope in England with searce-
ly an effort. Bloody Mary revived it.—
g’hen Elizabeth ascemded-the throne, she
laughed at his Interdiets, and her subjeets
followed her example. The law made and
remade Catholﬁm at pleasure. Ireland
is no exception.  There indeed they clung
to the national faith with more tenacity than
elsewhere. Bat it mustbe remembereéd that
the laws to spppress it were not Jrish laws.
The priest found his most efficient ally in
the universal hatred of the pressor. If
their own parliament, m:fet‘&d by Eng-
land, had enacted the samse statutes, they
would have been received without question,
and enforced without difficulty. Even as
it was, however hateful the source from
which the law sprung, it dié much to erip-
ple the cause of Rome. Before England
changed her policy and passed what is call-

magnificence that it is only in the cities
and large towns they can afford to build at
all. They have not yet the right to tax us

for building churehes for them, and the con-

ciple that it is right to exclude Mr. Garrison

ed the « Emanicipation ,Act,”’ there were
but seventeen Jesuits in_Ireland. Since

sequence _is, that such a thiog asa Cathoe- |

that act of toleration the number has:swell-

But they that acknowl- |
| edge this cannot possibly give any allegi- |

of reason, no government ought to tolerate | ™

spiritual power of the Pope. J

Queen Elizabeth were also execommunica-
ted, and their subjects absolved from their
oaths of fidelivy. In 1801, a papil bull was
isSued against Bonapzrte, and another a-
gainst Switzerland. In 1855, alike bull has

a. :
"T'hese are but a few cases, selected from
' the muss of material at hand, many more
might be given, but more is not needed.—
It is 2 maxim of the church never to give
up the slightest of its claims—to be silent
when silence is expedient, but never to lose
- opportunities. In our own land, such was
the policy for years, but rapidly aeccumu-
lating numbers have given their organs a
tone of conscious power, and they now
speak out boldly in defence of opposition.
The following extracts are taken mainly
from * The American Text Book.”” They

face of the dying world, and instead of
pleading for our Church at the bar of the
State, summon the State itself to at the
bar of the Church, its divinely constituted
judge.”

The Rambler says :

“You ask_if he (the Pope,) were lord in
the land, and you were in the minority, if
not in numbers, vet in power, what would
he do to you?! That, we say, would en-
tirely depend on circumstances. - If it would
benefit the cause of Catholicism, he would
tolerate you—if expedient, he would im-
prisen you, banish you, fine you, probably
he might even hang you ; but, be assured of
one thing, he would never tolerate yvu for
the sake of the ¢ glorious principles’ of civil
and religious liberty.”’

The Boston Pilot has uttered this Church
and State sentiment :

« No good government can exist without
religion, and there calr: b}u: no relifion with-
out an inguisition, which is wisely dcnﬁ -

he of t

ed for the promotion and protection
true faith,”

-
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