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AN INCH FROM

ment Will Try to Avoid

Base Idea of Postponement of Decree On, However

Break—Nothing Official to

(By the United Press)
Washington, Feb. 25.—Senator Gore has introduced a
bill making it illegal for Americans to travel on armed

vessels in time of war, and

cans to stay off such vessels.

Senator Jones introduced a resolution requesting the
President not to break off relations with any country and
place the United Statas in such a position as not to be
able to aveid war with honor.
lionor of the nation is in the custody of no one man, but
in the people, through their representatives in Congress,
and that it is the duty of the President to lay the details
of complicdtions which might lead to war before Con-
Both the Gore and Jones resolutions were tabled.

gress.

Representative McLemore plans to ask a hearin
his 11l for the warning before the House foreign affairs
Republican Senator Lodge today issued a
statement supporting the President’s stand.

President’s Stand Not Shaken by

comn ittee.

Argument of Opponents .

Washington, Feb. 28—The President’s refusal to ac-
cept the armed merchantmen decree is unchanged after
hours of conference with Speaker Clark, House Leader
Kitchin and Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
No action will be taken in Congress at

mittee, Flood.
least today.

The upshot of the situation is that the President has
flatly refused to budge from the plan to insist on Ameri-
can rights. Speaker Clark today said the House is over-
whelmingly in favor of the resolution to warn Americans
off armed liners. Clark, Kitchin and Flood favor the res-
Mr. Clark said the House's decision is not ex-

“olutdon.
'pected before next week.

Senator Stone is skeptical. _
the hope that Germany will delay the new submarine pol-

icy.

Secretary Lansing today had a ten-minute conference
with the President before the cabinet meeting at eleven
o’clock. No information could he had from the
Department to justify a belief that Germany intends
a postponement of the decree.

Germany Expected to Bend.

London, Feb. 25.—Germany’s latest reply to the Am-
erican representations, asks Washington to define its
opinion of what constitutes offensive armaments, say un-
confirmed Amsterdam dispatehes. The reply is stated to
be.on its way to America, and is due to reech the the
State Department in one or twe days. The indications
are that Germany is seeking to avoid a break.

Letter From President lo
Senater’ Stone,

President Wilson’s letter to Sena-
tor Stone, chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, made
public last night, follows:
“My Dear Senator:

“I very warmly appreciate
kind and frank letter of tnday,
feel that it calls forr an cqually frank
reply. .

“You are right in assuming that I
shall do everything in my power to
keep the United States out of war.
1 think the country will feel no un-
easiness about my course in that ves-
pect. Through many anxious months
I have striven for that object, amidst
difficulties more manifold than can
huve been apparent upon the sur-

face; and so far 1 have succeeded. 1

DO NOT DOUBT THAT I SHALL
CONTINUE TO SUCCEED. The
yeourse which the central European

your
and

JI§iPowers have announced their inten-

Yion of following in the future with
regard {o undersea warfare seems
for the moment to threaten insuper-
able obstacles, but its apparent mean-
ing is so manifestly inconsistent with
explielt assurances recently given us
by these powers with regard to their
ireatment of merchant vessels on the
Ligh seas that I must believe that ex-

- { oy Planstions will presently ensue which

will pit & different aspect it.
We have no reason u.u-&mmu
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the
one,

a resolution warning Ameri-

The Jones bill said the

for

e

Clark today expressed

State

the right while war is in progress
to alter or disregard the principles
which all nations have agreed upon
in mitigation of the horrors and suf-
ferings of war; and if the clear rights
of American citizens should ever un-
happily be ahridged or denied by any
such action, we should, it seems lo
me. have in honor no choice as to
what our own course should be.
No Abridgment of American Kighls,
“For my own part, I cannot con-
sent to any abridgment of the rights
of American citizens in any respect.
The honor and self-respect of the -
tion is involved. WE COVET PEACE
AND SHALL PRESERVE IT AT
ANY COST BUT THE LOSS OF
HONOR. To forbid our people to ex-
ercise their rights for fear we might
be called upon to vindicate them
would be a deep humiliation indeed.
It would be an implicit, all but ex-
plicit acquiescence in the vielation of
the rights of mankind everywhere and
of whatever nation or allegiance. 1t
would be a deliberate abdication of
our hitherto proud position as spokes-
man even amidst the turmoil of war
for the law and the right. It would

IDGE. AN His
INATION T8 UPHOLB U, S, RIGHTS

Clguwke, Kitchin and Flood Confer With President for
Hours Without Success—House Overwhelmingly In
Favor of Warning to Citizens Against Traveling On
Armed Merchantmen—Not Expected to Take Any Ac-
tion Until Next Week—Germany Will Ask American
Definition of Armament—Believed Imperial Govern-

e T ~
GREEKS REGINNING
TO INCLINE TO THE
ALLIES MORE, SAID
(By the United Press)
Rome, Feb. 28.—Public opinion
in Greece is veering toward
intervention on the side of the
Allies, say dispatches. The
capture of FErzerum, General
Serral's visit to King Constan-
line and the failure of the Hul-
gars to attack Saloniki, as well

as rumors of pending interven-
tion, are afecting the Greeks.

RESTORE. PLYMOUTH
TOWN TO ORIGINAL
APPEARANCE, PLAN

By the United Press.)

Boston. Feb. 26.—When  the ter-
sentenary of the landing of the Pil-
grims is celebrated at Plymouth in
1920, it will give people who visit
‘hat historie old town a chance to
se¢ it as it was 300 years ago. The
Musaachusetts State Commission on
the celebration visited here today and
went over the forty plans they have
under consideration. A canvass of
the members seems to indicate a gen-
eral sentiment favoring the ecentral
feature of the celebration being a
magant at Plymouth, with a possi-
ole reproduction of it in Boston.
Whatever is finally decided, it is cer-
tain that the original Plymouth town
un Leyden street will be reproduced,
in those who come to the celebration
may sce Plymouth as it was when
the Pilgrims landed there.

GANGWAY FOR LITTLE
SUGAR-COATED JOYS

They
Have Good Intentions—They Are
Going to Smile This Year Even If
the Subscribers Can't the
Crinkles In Their Visages—Pro-
lessionals, They

Telephone Operators Prove

See

According to a telephone monthly
ptllieation, the Kinston telephone
eperators in a belated mesting adopt-
el the following 1016 resolulions:
“We have resolved to be  more
courieous to subseribers, and Lo eon-
vince our employeirs thalt we are in-
terested in our work aml mean to
muke Kinston the banner office.

“We believe we will be successful
in making our work a profession in-
stead of a burden! (Punctuation not
literal.)

“We will strive to give the public
less room for complaint, and make
them feel that we are giving them
the best service obtaingble. (Good-
hearted girls.)

“As the year 1918
molto will be: ‘Smile and give ser-
vice.' "’

BRIEFS IN THE NEWS
OF OTHER TOWNS AND.
COUNTIES OF SECTION

Capt. €. 8.
in charge of this engineor district,
Col. Langfitt of Savannah and U, 8.
Engineer H. T. Patterson of New
Bern ave at Cape Lookout to inspect
the harbor of refuge work.

Mrs. Ballentine Smith, said to be a
wealthy resident of Baldwin, N. Y.,
died of pneumonia at Mansfield, Car-
teret county. She was spending the
winter in Mansfield. The body is le-
ing embalmed for shipment to New
York.

New Bern is to be put on the cir-
cult of wrestling towns in North Ca-
rolina and Virginia., Max Schmidt, a
well known mat artist is to locate
there.

CAROLINA GIRL IS

rolls on, our

Ridley of Wilmington,

make everything this government
has attempted and evargthing that it
has achieved during this terrible |
struggle of nations as meaningless
and futile,

“It is important to reflect that if
in this instance we allowed expedien-
ey to take the place of principle, the
door would inevitably be opened to

Mﬁmdﬂdﬁuﬂ many

still further concessions. Once accept

r. humilintions wenld certainly

MISSING IN RICHMOND

Richmond, Va., Feb. 24.—The po-
lice were conducting a search today
for Miss Esther Craven, 19-years old,
who has been missing firom the homg |
of Mrs. A. Fowler, 517 North Elev-
enth street, since February 10th. At
the time of her disappearance the
girl was employed at the local offices
of the Chesapeake and Potomae Tel-

GERM'NS MAKE VERY
LITTLE HEADWAY IN
VERBUN  OFFENSIVE

Murderous French Fire Is
Holding Back Teutons;
Supplies Stopped

iy

BLIZZARDS IN ARMENIA

Russian Pursuit of Erzerum
Garrison Hindered, But
Slav Right Wing Is Cov-
ering Ground In Direction
of Trebizond Port

(By the United Press)
London, Feb. 25.—Paris dis-
patches say Joffre has arrived at
the Verdun front and is direcling
the defense.  The news wa™
grected enthusiastically in Paris.
The Kaiser is personaily direct-
ing the offensive.
London, Feb, 25.—The French are
now holding their own against  the

German deive at Verdun ex-

greal
cept ul minor peints, says a Puaris
dispatch. The Crown [Prince  has

heen under fire at the three Verdun
forks. He was exposed to a murder-
ous fire
and trenches from which the Allied
army shelled the German advanced
positions. The French are hombapd-
ing the latter so heavily that the
Germans are unable to bring up their
French and German

from French field redoubls

supply trains.
air flects clashed above the field dure-
g the homburding.

The titanic struggle in the Meuse
wocids is believed to mark the begin-
ning of the greatest German offen-
sive sinee the battle of the Marne.
Severe Weather in Asin Minar,
Petrograd, TFeb,  26.-—Blizzards
andl smowstorms  are hindering the
pursuit of the Turks, fleeing from Er-
zerum. The Russian right is pro-
gressing rapidly toward Rizeh, euast

of Trebizoml. The Slavs have dis-

lodged the Turks from their posi-
tions in the Bideswith anl Sakhne
mounlupin - passes, in Persia.  The

Turks are retreating to Kermansah.
Offensive About Checked Now.
Paris, Feb. 206.—The German offen-
sive at Veridun is showing signs of
slackening, 1t is officially
There were no night attacks, and the
artillery fighting is less violent. The
French artillery is holding its own
on a front.
that te offensive is checked, at least
temporarily. The French are organ-
izing in new positions al Beaumont,
on the heights east of Chumpneu-
ville and at Ornes,

Germans Claim to Have Token
10,000 Prisoners.

Ieh., 28,—The Freuch los-
ses have heen heavy, aml the Ger-
man what were expected in the Ver-

said.

25-mile Indications are

Berlin,

dun offensive, it is officially snil. Ten
thousand prisoners have heen taken
hs the Six fortified vil-
lagees wnd o number of farms have
been tuken.

Germans,

\WEEKLY PAPER PAID

BRANDELS Bib SUM,
COMMITTEE 15 TOLD

Sullivan, Editor of Colliers’,
Says $25,000 Was His Fee
From New York Publish-
ers in the Ballinger-Pin-
chot Controversy

= (By the United Press)
Washington, Feb, 25.—Collier's
Weekly paid Louis D, Brandeis $25,-
000 for his services in the Ballinger-
Pinchot controversy, Mark Sullivan,
the editor, today told the Senate
commitiee investigating Brandeis'
fitness for the Supreme Court.

BOIL DOWN COURT'S
PROGRAM OF SECOND
WEEK PRESENT TER

Some Cases Are Eliminated
From Calendar for the
Coming Six Days

-

WEEKS CASE DRAWN OUT

Cause Has Occupied Nearly
Three Days of This Week
Ran Over

Argument
From Thursday Night—
Two Speeches This A. M.

(Daily Free Press, February 25)

The Weeks vs. Telephone Co. case
m Superior Court was not conclud-
ed Thursday night ns was expected.
Two specches remuined to be heard
this morning, and the indications
were ut the convening of court to-
day that the matter would not go to
the jury before noon. This tedious,

'GERMANY TO DEMAND
RELEASE OF SHIPS
SEIZED BY PORTUGAL

(By the United Press)

Amsterdam, Feb, 25.—Ger-
many is expected to demand the
prompt release of the German
merchantimen seized at Lisbon,
sny wireless advices. Indignation
at Berlin is high.

More Ships Taken.

Lishon, Feb, 23.—Fight
man steamers in St Vincent har-
bor have been seized by order of
the Portuguest Government.

CLEVELAND INDIANS
SAIL INTO A MONTH
OF WORK IN SOUTH

Clevielumd, 0., Peb, 256—With the
depurture of some from here within
h next I8 hours and the arrival of
others already on their way, the
Cleveland Indians will be ready Feb-
ruary 29 to sail into a month's slrin-
gent practice for the 1916 season.
Heaven knows they need i, The in
and out fielders will start work the
20th, For the last weck eleven pit-
chers and four catchers have been
limbering up at New Orleans under
the direction of Manager Lee Fohl,

Ger-

hotly-contested case had been in
hearing since Tuesday afternoon.

The jury was expected to get the
jury case after dinner, Clerk Heath
suid at 1 o'clock.

Because the Weeks case, in which
the Carolina Telephone & Telegraph
Company is being sued Tor nominal
damages for alleged fuilure to re-
move telephone wires when requested
to do so in order that a house might
be moved, has tukengup so much of
this week, the calendar for the se-
cond week of the term was today cut
down considerably. The ealendur for
next week as it now stands follows:
Monday, February 28:

98. Hughas vs. Moseley.

107. Weldon vs. Railroad.

11, Matthows vs. Isler.

108. Copeland vs, loward,
Tuesday:

109, Hill va. Railroad.

116. Potter vs. Walton.

178, Warlers vs, Page.

Wednesdny:

128, Hunter vi, Wesl,

181, Kinston Cotton Mills vs, Con-
Wiy,

132, Benj. Stanley vs. Davenport.

134. N. C. Mutual & P. Ass'n. vs.
Joseph Battle,

135, Rosenblatt wvs.
Co.

Thursday :

142, J. A. Taylor vs. Lenoir Oil
& Tee Co. and City of Kinston.

144, Lngston vs, Dale,

147. Morgan vs. Rountrec.

123, Woeelén vs. Goldsboro Lumber
Co.

Friday:

170. Parrolt vs. Forrest,

169, Parratt vi. Rouse.

159, Hwrvey vs. Hamilton,

166, Barden vs, Darden,

124, Ives & Co. vs, Lalloque.

CRABIREE'S CASE GOES
OVER UNTIL TUESDAY

The ense against 1, W,
amrested Wednesday night for tieing

Kinston China

Urabtree,

up and beating his 17-year-old son,
was continued in the Recorder's Court
Thursday afternoon to Tuesday's ses-
sion. Crabtree will be tried by jury.
That the defendant's alleged erime
was nob nearly so heinous as was in-
dicated by State witnesses and the
officers who made the arrest is sail
to be the conviction of several of the
authorities. Crabtree, who admitted
that he whipped the boy because he
would not go to school, is said to
have resorted to seemingly
measures to discipline the husky
youngster. Friends of the accused
man doubt if he was cruel in punish-
ing the lad,

PECULIAR FACTS ABOUT
WELL ENOWN PEOPILE.
Chicago, Feb, 26—Governor Dunne
of Illinois has admittedly, a  poor
memory for mames. He says it al-
ways has been a failing he seems un-
able to overcome. Recently while in

Washington it caused the Goversol

A New Bern

ephone Company. - Her home 5 in

Frankinville, N. G
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who ‘will start his second season as
manager this year, and Ray Chap-
man, shortstop,

NO REPORT YET ON THE
HOPEWELL EXAMINATION

Although weeks have passed since
the body of Mrs, Rachel Hopewell
was exhumed near Stoninglon areck,
to permit of an examination for poi-
son traces, the State chemist to
whom Lhe viscera was senl has made
no report, says Solicitor Charles L.,
Abernethy of the New Bern district.
in charge of the prosecution of the
woman's husband, charged with her
murdaor.

Hopewell is still in jail at New
Hern. His trial is expected to come
off in April. Abernethy has writ-
ten to the chemist in Raleigh, in-
quiring what progress has been made
in the examination.

TODAY’S SALES ON THE
LOCAL COTTON MARKET

Avout 15 hales of cotton dvere sold
here today. The best price was 11
cents,

New York futures quotations were:

Open  2:20
May . cacoeesvmsiass 1115 1L14
MAy oo summas seees G IEAT O 1LSD
July oo e, 156 1156
October oo LILTE O 1LT6
December .. ....o.ua., 11.94 1187

YOUTH CHARGED WITH
LARCENY OF JEWELRY

Norfulk, Fel, 24, Franklin  Beas-
ley, 19 yenrs old, of Fayetleville, wag
arrested thiz alterpuon by Detective
Mercer of poliees headguurlers, on a
charge of grand larceny.
Beasley was arrested ut the in-
stance of Solicitor A. B. Breece, of
Fayetteville, who came to Norfolk
this morning with a warrant for the
arrest of the young man. Beasley is
alleged to have stolen a diamond ring
and a wateh and an opal ring, all
valued at about $200, from a jeweler
by whom he was employed in Fay-
etteville,

MACE MAY BE LYNCHED
IF TAKEN; BIG REWARD

Asheville, Feh. 24.—Reports- from
Morganton at 10 o'clock  tonight
stated that Charlie A. Mace, who fled
to the mountains beyond Morguntion
afler killing his wife during a quar-
rel at their home, eight miles from
Movganton, Tuesday night, was still
at large. Since the full details of
the murder, said to be an unusually
brutal one, have become known, pub-
lic indignation has increased and tel-
ephone messages are to the effect
that there is much talk of lynching

- i
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MANY VESSELS LOSE
WAY IN DENSE FOG
OFF ATLANTIC COAST

Two Steamers In Collision.
Several Grounded Off the
Virginia and North Car-
olina Shores — Rescuers
(o to Aid of Vessels

(By the United Press)
Waushington, Feb. 25.—The Mer-
chants and Miners steamship Cretal
is steaming slowly to Norfolk follow-
ing a collision with the steamer Dor-
othy. The Cretal transferred her
passengers to the Dorothy., The hea-
vy fog caused many vessels to run
aground, the cosst guard headquar-
ters today said.

Ships Aground on Virginia and
Carolina Capes,

Necfolk, Feb, 25.—The Old Dom-
steamer Brandon, from Rich-
mond to this port, arrivad here today
after grounding in the James river,

Unidentified vessels are ashore at
Cape Lookout. A Spanish ship
aground at Cape Henry freed her-
self. A tug and the cutter Seminole
arc rushing to the aid of distressed
craft,

THE LITTLE BATTLE
WITHIN THE BIG ONE
ON WESTERN FRONT

By WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS,
Jan. 25—(By Mail)—A feud in the
middle of a big war, that is what
this position of Hartsmannswiller.
kopf is; a feud just like they have
down in Breathjt county, Kentucky.
For French officers will admit and so
will German officers, that this posi.
tion on the western battlefront hag
no mare and no less importance than
scores of other points elsewhere be-
tween the sea and Switzerland.

Every few days the French and
German communigques mention serap-
ping on the knob in the Vosges
the French cn April 6, charged again,
took all they had lost, together with
the big rock on the far side of the
summit.

Humiliated, the Germans prepared
a counter aitack which they launch-
ed April 20, taking everything back
to and including the summit, where
they were feverishly set to work or-
ganizing the position so it would be
stronger that ever. All night they
worked, but with the dawn came the
Blue Devils, as the Alpine Chasseurs
are called, swarming up the precip-
itous slopes of “Old Armand,” and
despite machine guns, rifle fire and
bayonets, they reached the top and
put the Germans to wvout once more,
Immediately the Germans tried to
rally but fuiled, though they estab-
lished trenches within seven yards of
those of the French at the top.

Ho the struggle for the top of the
To hold it is an
honor, T win this honor many sol-
diers have died. To the layman their
death may seem vain, foolish, use-
lesg, but to the soldier not a drop of
blood hns heen wasted. For in war,
victory or defeat depends largely on
what the French call “moral,” and
to hold the top of Hartsmannswillers
kopf helps the moral of the whole
army of the Vosges,

mountains known as “Old Armand”

inion

matuntain goes on.

imagine that the side bolding this.
crest held thq kz! to Paris or %o Ber-

to have the hanor -nf::b‘_ 1e top
of the mountain. It is ﬂkl the strug-'
gle about a flag; a matter of pride in®
taking and holding. o
The quarrel began exactly a year
ago. A small detachment of French
chagseurs established an advance '

willerkopf. They were surprised by
a larger force, sunrounded and beats

Maco should be be captured.  The |

er Hartsmannswillerkopf. One might -3

post on the summit of Hartsmanns-




