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Ned Newoomb ok advautnge of the
doctars presepoe, sl withdrew quietly
bio, aithough he thoupht be saw
sOet e mors than foripaiity in FEditl's

U jHani

paating  ginnoe of gratitnde, whon she
Gugred thiat e would eall aeain

1t was n dismnl day for the city of
Grimehy The Injured workmen who

were tiken o the hospital diod shortly
witer bedng admitted, amd nothdng  «lse
i but the great explision,
Everybody could desoribe the aix Ilent,
but nebody could tell what enused |t

Edwards' patn the
day wdvapeed, nud whon evonlug caine bo
wis oo gl Tfover mnl

wiks brike s

Svimel pdrramaod s

ravod consider-

nily Flia fonoadlsy waes wlsrmed, wold Edith
vxputnved 4 socret seuse of pleasure os
shie: bBonird 2 Kuook at the door. sShe
thouelit the onller must surely be Noil
Newownl During her short soquaint-

nnce with him, she bad learned 1w place
great coulidence iu this stalwart mechnn-
i

When sbe husteusd 1o the door, there-
fore, sud opeusd it she wis amazed
dismnved o nd chiar the caller
Neddl Neweomb, hut

The presenco of tins
with a
waul 7
sorrow o that
family airendy?

and
wWis 1ok
Cirson
man thyilled here
thoussnd fears, What could he
to wld a deeper
whlch overshadowed the
Whnat could the visit of

Clarenes:

Was hee there

such & man ment;  These and numerous
kindred questions Hashed throush lier
bram o a fow secomnls, whitle she atood
looking at the unexpected visitor, who
wiis now cutirely «ober, and apparently

dazed by whiat he imagined to e nu ap-

writion rathey thay n renlity
Feir soexpectod mevting recalled to
both  the anpleasant incldent of the

I na e

Ividly

LCL g Lid
g to Edith s

Clurson vueguely

Purdon Lt sk, st Jase, vessovs.yr

his hint o o vespeccetfol nuamie I wish
o kpow if Noel Edwanrds lives here
Fdith nd puzzled W Ahink  what he
ouhill wint withh Lor father. and Lesita

ted hetare making reply

Beeing her roloctanes  Clarviee  Cersom

widls
“1 undorstand that he was saviously -
fared by the fdent wt mill thi=
morning unole! {20
lesirn the condition of all the meu who
I'hils is why 1 callod
Wiks wined, his meanuer wis
thnt of n poutleman, nod thers was noth-
Ing tu his demaanor to show thit he
vousciouws of the disumresable incident

[L11 ulax

and Iy wuxibus

is

were hiurt

HZ.—‘ L L8

Wis
uf
Lhe morning
Edith
iugs
My [ather's injuries are very severs,”
whe said, * aud I foar his sighit it destroy-
v, He delivious this after-
moon, damd bas talkod wildly of the mill
wodithe explosion, but [ think he 15 rest-
nol  heard his volice

tried to control ber feel-

nish

s bewn

g vo'y, jE Wa hiavi
wm some thme

Edith was deeply affected, and Clar-
sincerely touched by
She did not invite him
wn utplenssnt
e snddd for
ilso felt embarrassed. Hoe
didd ot expect to meet Edith there, and
hanve got at first
done so

plhive Carson Wi
BT SUrTow
His

| SRR AT

in.

pave hor

s;lw St liue
I

Virson thnt e

diderves 1o

be would sladly NWRY

glineo of e if he could hnve
uliristently

1 e to sy that we shall be glad tw
2o nnyihing for Mr. Edwards”
suddd Clarence, nfeer n potuse, “and that if
he needs a dootor woe will send one at oar
WL XS

Fhe dod

Wwea onn

tor has been bhere some thme

ago, said Edith. adding: * You are very
kind, but Tdo uot think we need any as-
sstance o that way.”

While she was speaking the doctor ar-

rived again, il he proceeded at ones jo
the rom aiffery

lhe sune floor ns the little parior

n which was on

In a

ufl the

tnoment he roturtesd sand sald

‘T #e0 vou have removed the patient
Where hitve vou put hian
excluimed. Edith; in

Wiy, no, doctor he is 1n thiat

"Removed i
AT
rourn

“He is uot
sbaking his hewd

Ciarence Coarson bad become so inter.
sated thut e stepped inside, and Edith
sud her mother hastened to the room in
which they supposed Noel Edwards Iny

At the snmo moment there was a knook
st the door, aud it was opened by Cavson,
whao was startied to see that the new &r-
rival was Ned Newoeomb. Ned was taken
mewhat to find Carson there,
but before bhe had time to advance or re-
treat, Edith came running from the sick
toom and oxcluimed

Oh, what shall we do? what shall we

there,” the doctor replied,

aback

o Fathor is gone!
At first Nedd Neweomb and Carson

Hought e inudt be dead, and they were
deeply limpressed Ly the girl's grief, but
ey were perplexed when she siaid

*1 know gone to the mills, he
Ipoke 0 kol about it all the ufternoon
—and I must follow bim. O, if he should
tull in the river, what ever would become
of us? My poor, dear father|

“Then he is 0ot dead?” suid Ned New-

e s

<Umth

"No ' unswered Edith; “ e has left his
wom. We found the window open, show-
aig where e went oul., But why do I

tay bhere, when every moment s eo pre-
Hous, aud [ may be able to save his
dfe?”

Baying this, she rushed out into the

ight, mad down the street leading to the I thrust Lato Ll Bowd Lo save Chetn.,

iver thut Howed a short distance from

POl disentiedd steel and?)

I wiv s ppetanass

Wizl wawrow foottnidee in order to
L L L /B i

Althousl her  father was  sightless,
whith kKuew  thint he conld vasily find his

|

anry Lo oroas thnsstrenm by | he canght her drifting hedplessly in tls

vy T e il Decsuse of his long tamil- |

wiky ot ik, mand be had sabd so much
dhwsiie o oo s ravingss, that she felt she
vus right in goessing that he had gone
Lere

Ned Newoomb, fearing for Edith's own
dfety, followed her, and so did Clnrepos
Mirs=on, who felt somewhat fascinated by
liv novelty of the situstion. The two
nen found It inpus<ible to keep up with
he vager purpose of her mission
unde her swift, and near the edge of the
trewin where Lhe street Bghis ghimered
few and faiut, thoy lost sight of her.

Presently, howsver, they saty, dimly
st iined the gloom, s human Bzure
rossing the nurrow, slippery fool-bridgs
hnt led soross the stream o the ateel
will.

Ned Newoomb followed,
putdy @ shnky one, amd it
with 1o

el

i

He found the

wits coverad
He enlled out to Fdith to move
slowly, but hie hiud no sooner spoken the
thittn the whewd of
tumbled hesdiong from the  {ootlwidge,

words fignre him

| and fell with u looud splash in the water,

An agonizing wry
rives

rose up from the dark
“She ks lost 1™
ns het stood aghnst on Lthe viver bank

Ned Neweormbs said oothing, but ran
swiftly slong the slippery and <haky foot-
bridge to the point where he thought be
aw Edith falling, and glaneing eagerly

Cardaon exdlaimed,

into the water, he canght  sight of the
face of the terrorstiicken girl Then,
nerving himself Tor w greal strugele, he

plupged inte the freeczing  fowd, intent

on saving her life at the risk of his own

CHAPTER IV
IN THE FLOOGL

7 RANSFIXED
with awe, Clar
("arson
stood upon the
bank as Ned
N e omb
plunged into
the river

cue Edith
lunkwl

e

L

B Vera-

He
eitgrerly
into the wuatenr
Lo h
glimpse of

et "

frve, and lis
tened mtently
fur a voice, bt
the whitening fonm was the ouly thing
Lie conld sese in the Qood, while Che (om.

bibitiz Dadls i the clistansece, neude sondes

by thie silencs of the night, wis the ouls

sorttid b heard,

vt putsses  of  inky  clowsds  datlo
iwross the tace of the sky shroading
moon aid stars, while the skeleton o

st tered steel mill losned up B
R uny apparition against the
e Wew o cold, cutlin
guate along the river, and whistled

i
bhos

210 Wl

uslly avug Bie FagEel Corioes of e
shnt lned the banks of the stream, while
otit o the mudst of the curvent the whirl-
ing waters rusbed forward with fonming
activity, defying congenlinsnt

It wns a grim pivtuve for Clarence Car-
som ta contemplate, but resnderad doubly
sa hy the bngio jocident he bad just
witnessel—the tallinge of Edith in the
wiler, the plunging o of Ned Newoomb
to her rescue, nod the disappearance of
both,

“They are lost!'
“Even should they

murmureid  Carson,
outlive the ewrrent
o power cavth oan them
from being swept over the falls” And
saving this he moved caationsly a shot
distance down fhe slippery river bank,
then drwing his overonar  close about
hm, tarned away with ashadder, intend-
ing to go home and tell his uncle of the
thrilling scene he ind  witpessed,

Monnwhile Ned Neweomh was  strug-
gling despervately with the swift current.
A few stout stroke= brought him within
reach of thelife that he had visked his
own to save, but when he tried to make
tho shore, with Edith Edwuards omn his
laft arm. he fonnd himself overborne by
the Hood, which was running likea mill-
mice it thiat point. and grew faster asit
uppronched the talls.

Huad Novl Neweomb been alone be could
grapple successfully with the subtle

on prevent

| strength of the oy current ; but with two

| lives o save, and the voiee of

eath, as
1t spoke in the fatal falls ahead, ringing

| Would it vield to the stress of

J

l

in his ears, it required more than hnman |
I strength, conrace, and fortitnde to make

the brave fizht which he was uow waging
ueaingt overhelming odds,

Although overpowered by the flood, he
felt that be could s1ill save his own life
by deserting Edith to ber fate, but he
banished the thought, and recolutely
determined on saving both their lives o1
neither Detter live or die together,’
were the words that Hope whispered in
iz ear. And now, indeed. it seemed
a4 if it would be death for both. The
hurrying water repewed its speed for the
final plunge over the fMlls, aud “the
stout-hearted swimmer, the spray at his
lip,” wits no longer abile to resist its ferce
onset. “Heaven pity us both!" bhe
prayed as he closed hls eyes, and clung
tenaciously to his precious burden. He
expected that both would be dashed
over the falls the next instunt, and en-
gulfed for a brief space in the depths of
death before being tossed into the wind-
ing-sheet of foam that whitened the
rocks beyond the black and dismal
abyss,

But to Ned Newcgomb's great surprise
and joy there was 4 sudden halt in the
swirling waters, and the foaming falls
roared louder than ever, asif clamoring
for their prey. A fallen tree that jutted
out from the bank of the river impeded
their progress und held them there,
Ned Newcomb realized that his fair com-
panion and himself were on the brink of
death. The slightest jar might hurl them
over the foam-wovered cliff. It seemed
as if a hand—the hand of God—had been

It wus then shnt Edith besan to mani-
fisst sims of Hife for the frst thine sine

awift water. Thi was o source of plods
ure sud apprehivnsion te Ned Newcomb
pleasure to know that the hinve girl wa-
sl alive, wod  appreben dons lest her
exertions might prove too great o strain
for the fallen ftree in the fHood, that
soomed to be the only barrier hiftween
themselves and death

Ocenasionally the foiendly tres swayed
with the then rishted el
1he lll-u-l.]
and slip over the falls? Al no, too mach
depended upon Its epaity
Ned Newcomb prayed carnestly
mirht not hend or bresk, ws he
slowly nlong the slippery  trunk antil he

carrent,

ow, el
Lhuer &t
o

got far enough ont of the decp, =eeth-
e curtent o obtiin g foothald

Hiz prayver wns heard, In less thme
thin it takes (o wll it the eutive scene

of terruy wis
bravy edwenrted ssfe  On
shore, dvipping wet lu the frosty nighs
wilth Eadwards (vembling iu hi-
HIMn.

Poor ghil,” e thonght, ~ what a nobibe |
spivit hers muast be to rigk her ife for her I
father's sake”

Fadith ehowed sigms of returning cone
seiousness, bhut ns it wis vet some di=tancs
tober home Ned Newomnb realdized thot
in her prosent condition it wonld  auaperil |
her life totake hor 2o far, and beresolved
upon olabininz the hospitality sad friend I
ship of the very flrst house they met

ut o sbhort distance from the viverx
bk, in o narrow alley, o lignt was eou
in the window of a low-roofud two-story
bullding. Thinking it to be the home of |
some friendly fellow.workman ot the |
mill, Ned knocked st the door for aduit 1
tance. The door was opened by an old |
woman, who was somewhiat stooped and |
wrinkled, but who hwd o most ngveenbils i
and sympathetic voies,

“Ui you plense, ma'nm, I would liks .
you to give this young lndy a few hours
rest and care st your house,” =aid Ned
Newecomb. 1 have just her |
from the river, and want to g¢t her y
ductor without delay. as Ifear ey Life s
still in danger.”

The ol dame hesitated in open-mouth
od wonrier.

“I's o case of life or death, main,’
continued Ned, speaking up promptly for
fenr U muaeht “ And
you'll b wiell praiel Tor your trouble. T
young lady's home s bat o Jittle way
from here, and she will not left o
vour hands long. Do take care of hey
for n short thine, and let min for the
doctory. You sha'u't luse  anythbing iy
2g

The old dome evidently suspected that |
everything wos not all vight. ad dorted
m look of frean beneath hey
ahagey brows uf Nl Neweonbh, ns muct
as ly =ny

CThere's foul play here, and you know
more whiout it than you enrse to tell”

al au eind, amd the bag,
LRI TE PV PR O

Wl

Fakata

(AR T T |

W LR BT

L

e

st eion

o, snid Neal, sonme what .mjuitient
ly; Uevery monwnt s denrs won't you
care for her while Lian fora

“ PBeen utryin' to down
.ulvl'ii-.tl the obd domme, whos:
wits grenter than her =ympithy

» Not nt abl; it waz a mere aeokdent, an:
it was only Ly s miracle thnt both ui,
Hves wir: saved,”

dotor?
bhviself”

CRET sy

il

“Well, I'll se8 my acn ahout letting her
stay here,” suld the old womnan, disap-
pearing up the stairs s zood deal gquicker
than Ned thoughit possible for one ot ler
years and appearance.

She had no sooner gone
pinced Edith on the rickery lounge whioh
formed the principal article of Turmtre
in the room, and then darted off Tor a4
dactor, He knew there wis no time Lo
lose, and that it would only take nfew
minutes to briog such help and healing as
Edith necded.

Asgoon ns the old dame ascended the
ereaking stairs on n pretense of seeing
her son about the propriety of letting the |
poor givl remain for 4 few hours under |
thie shelter of their humble roof, she ran |

|
[

nimbly along a lengthy corridor which |
led to the rear of the huilding, then pnss-
ed noross g parrow bridge aud  through n
door which cummunicated with & lurge, |
welllighted, and  goreeously furnished |
apuriment, |

In the middle of this room, seated
around n table, were six men, so deoply
absorbed in cards that they did not
tice the stealthy entrance of the old |
dame, who glhided with a eat-like tread
over the rich velvet carpet to the side
of & tall young man, who would be de-
pidedly handsome wers it pot forthe sin-
ister expression of his eyes, which roved
about restlessly, His long black hadr was
vombed low over his right temple to con-
ceal the deep mark that had been left
there by a bullet, and he glanced fre-
guently over his shoulder as if expectiug
the approach of some 1oe trom behind.

The old womau touched this striking |
character on the arm lightly, and mn @
burried whisper said, © Dick!"”

* Danger, mother # ” the young mau ve-
plied, turnlug sharply around, his face
alert with a look of inguiry.

““No, my son,” she answered, “but
trouble—trouble for somebody else.
Come with e

Dick disliked to leave the room. Bus
iness was good. The players had partak-
en freely, nud were in s jolly, reckless
mood, and the customary supper, which
formed a regolar feature of the night=
gumbling, wus due ina short time,

Fut Dick raraly ever questioned  the
prudepcs of the ancient looking person
whom he addressed as “mother.” She
never called himn away from his money.
making without good cause, and so he
sccompanied her along the corridor,
down the creaking stairs and into the
shabby little room that frouted the alley,

Edith was moamng and tossing on the
lounge, and would bave rolled wpon the
floor but that Dick Dawson sprang to her
assistanoe,

The unexpected presence of 1 woman,
youug, beautiful and half unconscious,

-

pyee gt ol Knook-down instend, from

oot o the

than Ned | *

¢ I'll ook to you to see that this mysterd
| ong young person does uot die or go cra

L meen in town”

| ldge-room of some orib-hound organizi.

I ing,

with her clothing dripping wet as she
was taken from the river, gave Dick

Dawson an unpleasant sensation, which
wits iuteusiliod as e sl her hesad
el L oyes of the sufllercr wore opene

\r\.‘ulld"l‘ill'.:l}' o meet his own,

* Henvens ! exclahoed Dick Dawson, |
“wlint dees all this  mean,
broaght hyr hery '

“ Bl waas carrvied in by a big, good-look.
Iog chap, who woublin't take no for an
muswer, amd who saul that =he tell i
the river. He was wet, tou, 80 1 think
both must hage beon in the water.  Bin
where ciap le b ? 1 kel b bere wieo
I went up stuirs Fon you.

“The He hns deserted her
Wit kind of o looking climp wns he =
nshoond Dok, -]

= Padl, |.:.-nd-i;uuhlvrﬂl. hnuk-baired, |
with Liree ord® that secmed o look |
stroighi IIII'HIIL"#:'I bowly. Seemsas if he
mechunic of sone st He zaud
P b well poid for euving Tor this gl |
while e ran for s doctor, and 1 woeld him
L'l sk iy #on, but you see b s skipped |
while | was goue ap staivs, and 1 don’
believe bl come back. Do you, Dick? |

I ndn't quite sure of that | auswered
Dick, “aml 1 ain't quite sure as [ want |
nim 1o come, either. There may be |
reouble iu it ns I've seen this pretty  face |
hefore,and Dick fastenad the door s
he spoke 1

“sSoen her before, Dick :7 queried the
olil diame. CWhere could that he, and
who is ghe ™

“T don't know her nams
thie girl that dare<devil Carson was
knocked down for, when 1 owas helping |
himsell and his clhuon o from here,
Hoe wagersad o bottle he'd kiss ber, but

uud  whe

Wi

bt this is

=tpch o anechinnie ohigp 58 you hiave just
desoribed. | should not wonder but that
fellow is her lover, and whether so or
no. 1 don't want bim here with hiz doe-
tor.”

“HBat what will you do with he
asked Daume Dawson. as Edith stugge
to by ot

“First keep her from falling " answer-
ed Dick. adiding:  ““The
eirl is pretty: whnt the dence coubid have
pat it in her heid o destroy herself:”

“SFather, father!  called Edith, in
pititul aecents, Ol don't to the
il dont go near the river. Ugh! how
cald itis!

“Tot me get vou Ary clothing,” said
Do Thowson, withoan aftenga ot Kind
oty ot vou have o

with a4 sheer,

This=s e o
e other theazs 1o
ble nutil vour friend conie

Eetithy wans dnzadd
O] oW, mied =he geemied to b strpe-
Stuution
Dhianies ow
i better than
wvitehes in the play of Mae-
beth, and froam this weiril-dooking b
asne e il glaneed pidiy ar the eall
bandsome, md rathe
minn be=ide e, whoo presented

mihe Vo vomfoata
bk ™

Her eves wepe wi

eling hard to compreliond the
Shie gazod in e mient ot

<0m, wihio il v look

ravions  younge

sehon

plensing contrnst 1o the noeanvy feanngle
O, #ir, You may ave sen oy Biher
go thi= way.” said Edith. i» o vaice of

touching entreaty, I he shionld o
1 beg of von, for the love of Henwven, do
pot 16t hiny go into the viver !

S seems to me” said Dime Ddwson
in & whisper, and with a guick glnnee at
ik
windd,

thie Bzl s that this person i=
uol i riehit snd thad
we do sone thonge quiek we may bave
CTRZY WO an our hands”
“There'= uo danger of that,
Thieck: shiv'll soon be sl vight. Get ha
o ehangsy wet clothes Laa
thing drv, without deley, awd yvou'll ol
e vs o pntionnl s LT Fant
s inge time, nnd thine 2 money just now

LR utiles=s

replivd

1hyieser SHie-

Zy on our hands, sud wo muost #lso see W
it thut neither the bignechanie nor the
doctor is permitted to enter hers. We
cannot affond to answer oo muny gues
tiona.™

In his younger days Dick Dawson had
etudied medicine. aud when occasion re
quiredd it, e could give some good ud-
vice, but the desire to make money rap
fdly was his ruling passion, and of late
his thoughts were coucentrated on his
elabomte gnnbling-roow,.  which  yield-
ed him a princely income, The “hest
were Dick Dawson™s pi-
trons. They dropped in frequently to
Aepce a4 neighbor in Dick's quiet nook,
and went anway tlecced; but nobody knew
of their loss, or of the manmer in which
thiev lost, except the initiated, and the
seerets of Dick's ltir wers Kepl as sacred-
Iv by i habitnes a2 thoueh it were the

tion. Those who were bittén by the
“tiger” hid their wounds bmvely.
Every minu who could be trusted bhad a8
key to Dick’s “club-room.” and entered
it by way of a drug-store, whose pro-
prietor was liberafly rewarded for con
veniently keepihig his mouth shut and
his door open. In the rear of the build-
the female, described as Dick's
mother, warded off suspicion nud un
welcome intruers from the swell clul-
OO,

The presence of Edith was an anncy- '
ance, but Dame Dawson, and Dick felt |
that they onght to make the best of 12

“{‘ome, my dear,” 2aid the dame, nk-
ing the girl by the hand, “and geét those
wel clothes changed ™

Edith could not comprehend the sit- |

ation, hut the plessant voice in which |
the woman addressed her won her con, |
fidence, and she suffered herself to be '
led away.

As they were about to leave the room.
ithera was # loud kuook at the door.
Dame Dawson started to open it, think-
ing it was Ned Neweomb and the doctor
coming to see Edith, but Dick seized
her by the wrist and ln s hoarse whisper
said, * Don't stir a step for your life.”

The knocking was repeated vigorously,
followed by the words © Open this door!”
in u sharp toue.

Dick Duwson speadily put out the light,
caught Edith in his arms, and ascending
the rickety stairs, which cresked aloud
At every step, called to the dame: “Fol
low me ™

The next minute the door of the shanty
came in with & cmsh, and the voice of

L ——

Ppered o her

| shortly after the nocident

e == e = s
Ned Newomb was heard. in the dark.
deseried moom, calling  ~ Edith, Edith,

Edith '™ but Edith did wot answer.

The bewilierns Ewl triedd hamd to pe
spond to her name, but 4 strong haud
chokel her utiemnes, and 4 voloe whis
LT
“If vou spenk, vou die ! ™

CHAPTER V.

THE BLIND
_‘"——u...,?!-' Novl Edwards

. O 7 not disappeared

froom the room b
which his family

WITNESS,

thosnehit hiee wus et
gz spuletly nwaiting
the armrival
doctor,
wonkld
ten,
The corrent of ho
man lile s some
times Intduenced (o
goonl o il Tor tim
and etornity, by come frifling opi=ode
whicioln Heelt s scnrvely worthy o pais-
ing thought, hut whioh leads Do countlese

of

oot be writ

he |
thils story

| Brom that time forwart prosree wns | NP B N ER A L ASSEM

not <o adow, wanl e ey Herwr war
ar-t ' owt the gnide was spoken mnch
SOy Thean Nowel sxpwsrtand,

Tl will o, my boy.” he said, and he

|

l
l
|

ebers o thee gode amd ascemded the steps
that 1% tathe morseiaes bhonse of the |
| watlthiy sl Ring,  He found the onter

dlisor i o] Dt o fnstomed, and e poassiald

fta the ample ball, whose warm glow

¢ Tarmiend a pleasing contmst to the piereing
| cwid of the winteys night without

Noow it b bond renchesd the ploce to-

i ward whicin e had tollked =0 painfully,

Nowl Fwards wos undesddind ns to whnt

her omagt it next, s brain

throbbang feverishly, amnd his senses wers

| na o mad whirl

thew his prosenes thers

o o wus
Notwuly seetnsl to no-
The smnnila of
Ianghter Honted
A poare
Ty ane vides mge ount with theilling swieer-
tess il s Nowel stossd sl Histenesd
could distinguish the familiny

=onr nml stlvery ont

!I'!"\ N ineT noam 1]‘ nr

- b
| -

T

wiopila

It may e for yesrs, and It mar be ferever,

Phoen whs art thon siient, 1thoa vyoron of my haart 7

The song seommed to lingey o the atowns
phere long after the singer hid censid,
windd it 2evaned Tittle less than profanity to

cort ol consegueness  as the uarow | Lrenk the spell of the silenee which fol-
path letils to the truszled  forest or ths ! Yowesl with sonala Joss swast Nl was
tiny birook to tha dmitless sea. apprpi lisd froom his reverie by o st of

When Noel Edwards  fommd himsel
alote I his room, tnd bBegan ta broo
over the grent culamity thut had betal
e bhm, o thousand fuutustie P fee
perophed bis seorchuge hraiun,

T lindl one’s gight gradanlly  growing
g, vt thee plensre of vision is finaily
withdrawn, s o loss &0 overw belining
that lsugunge fails to give it wdeguote
expreéssion: but to e stricken blind by
n single tiash of fute, and bave those we
lowe shut ont forever Irom our guze = o
deprivation little les than death itself

Noel's vivid imaguoation mude him Tee
Eeeuly the full extent of his gvvat loss
He Enew that e coulil never
the prear city, the =ky, thy river, the
glemming furances, or the fuces of i
desr ones weain, aud this thoushit
wore puinful o him thaw the physen
sufleping oawsed by hi= jury

Althourh the room i wiieh he [y wos
in durkness, He thought be conld see
throueh his delimom the
glowiiz conuverter of the steel aill, wil
its whitening tlame mied myvinds of zokd
as they hud appeaved o him

boirke wpnn

Wi

Ol g

¢l Stars

tunilreds of thnes Lo cealiny ot the o
verting room. This waking  deenn b
e S0 intensely vivid, that Noel star

ed up fromn bis pillow 10 give his ooders
to the workmen  with which his bhugy
bondu had poaplad the sacene whiort the
ciating-pit, -

But  the hallucingiion was not morn
than & minnte’s dovation.  Just as Now
wis nhout to siddeess s ety the enta
interior of s DNENETY  0onvert
yoom seenpeed to be glowing watli Ligh
el e saw, revesded b e saiilst o of i
with stactling vividoess, o i e

clowdesl with hatved., It was the L
Clarence Carsan Noel thought b
sew L precvipitating the ol nstee whinet
b canisedd the explosion

Then enme davkness aod padn, and e
stricken workwnn, oxhsastal Ly his wila
vision, felt back on s pioow. By conl
wot vest, Tl Dvain wa v Uiie
overmastering thouzht  possessod  hin
tiowever, amd that was the ganlt of Cle
cuee  Ourson, He  had only  seenm 1
young mn Ao the deed in oo dream, ba
Nowl was now i such a trame of

that drvanis weore rapully beconiing  rea
ies: wind b could ot tell the daviding

Line between The aetaal ondd the insgin
avy.  This thouzhit contpelied Bim oew
and mpade it ds =ty e wanted W

paeret Tl Carson, alel conlrent b

with hils orane

*AY, e did 1! Noel woulil matter
Bimsell, “lat what motive coulil B
Bave 2 peves mind the seolive; O Was b

who did it, and I cuunot rest until I ao
ouse him of the crime before his unle's
face, sud denounce him 1or his doastardly

dewd. The motive? [ have it Kooy
on Newcomb!”
Controlled by this thought, Noel felt

that bhe must carry out his plan without
delay, aud histen to the Ciarson mansion
for the purpos: of denonneing Clarence
befors he conbid have time O escipe jas-
tloe.

Confuseid as his idens were, he Kiew
that it would be a difficult matter to
lenve the house if his family beeame:
aware of his determination, and he =on
found & way to evade them. IHis bed-
room was on the grouwd floor, and he
could easily open s window awd step
noiselessly  ontside, This he did. and
feaviog that e might be discovered, he
sroped softly away, aud for the frss
time realized the utter helplessness of
being blind. Bot his eagerness o Carry
out his idea made bim overcome his in-
firmity. He wuanted to reach the Carson
munsion as spesdily as possible, and ex-
puse what he, in the wild delirium of his
fevered frenzy, considersd the real char-
acter of Clarence, Noel kpew the direc-
tion in which the house of the Carsons
Iny, but owing to his blindness, his pro-
oress nlong the streets wre extremely
stow and painful.

The hastily improvised Uandage that |

bt been placed on hix head at the wiil
provedd u eom-
dearest friend
street and not

plete disguise, so that his
might puss him by on the
hs abile to recognize him

guise was not needvd now, for the disas
ter which robbed Noel of sight, had dis

fleursl his manly face beyond ORI |

tion

Slowly and cautiously be groped his
way along the streets that led to the Car-
sON  mAnsioln, SOpping
make sure that be was right. amd torecall
the: ideas that he had formed of the local-
ity before he became blind. The « rowils
hurried by in the chill night air, aod paidl
but little heed to the blind man’s mutter-
imgs. Those who heard him talk aloud
regarded him as a drunkard or & doturd
and passed on. A boy went whistling by,
and Noel balled him. The offer of a dime
enlisted the lad's services, and he agTeel
to lead Noel to the gate of Mr. Carson’s
residence,

But such a s

frequently o |

| ¥y Pegagr Innnnesharecr = W TTY = W M
i toin brook, o it emidttered his sl
b “Ortel wretebes U7 e peodtired

| grated his teeth, Al all
| care for the viotims ot the uoil

Ao (hie Trenzy whitoh mode

HE [T
theis = they
hlin
peech Cliapence Carson of caosing te
gater it The mill took  jussession of
Thaee sonmnids of mirth which himid
A eteead Lo Iperensed Dds anzer, ot e
hum feel that there was oo sympathy in

St
ilis
Litin

118 just

thie Carson bonie 1or  the pone wer ke
whio id been ronsted o denth in the
st it ot the aadll. Nobody  noticed
Nowel's garesnnen i th hindl, tawl b wos
erowing bopadticnt  He conld stand it o

Je prear, wied e groped his way aslons
Pl e penchied o down
sttt he no shind thisinn bie
sturtled by o chorns of serenms wihih
were sl up by some of the voung  budies
ol The Carson famiiy. who
movere ehiock ol =eving soceh abe osany

-
This e vntered,
=Rt

=~ Wos

XTI Wl

visitor entor thoe rosig

M frightencd  girls Huttersd around
the roorn HRe startled hinds sl continn
i to =erenas with all thelr mizht
the wild contuswon of Noel's
tunatitons thonghta  They
Teir forrilale

[ETYTi T

T T T

(1 1]
=iy ing
msgzinesd Je
ninst =i s partion who
el {0 them, sind it was
piot untid the obiemnitiead head of the s
Philip Carson bimseiy

destiov

:q]n|..-:|r<-|| Lo

the scene That they felt compuyatively
BeOUTY

The president of the Grimshy  Stes]
Works wans tall, white-haired, st

wad ot ensily sngered, bat
anoe of Nool, whom he econsidered an oo
pudent  tang, him tervibily  in-
dignnnt.  Noel staodhog i the middde of
it elegant amd clehiby-focmishecd porion
wiis ke o harsh discord in the nddst
sublimie harmony,
Philip Carsn's frst
knock the introder down,
dul syt =eitcontrol
vheck thinking
e sonmpe poor ot

the appear

masle

1 &1

topaalse was o
but L splen.
held him in
possibady thi= must

o
wind
1." r'"‘"l‘l'il on mv
i it bnto the onre of e paoliee

“ Whit's the meaning of this
“demmnded Mr. Corson
effect o smothey

Imperti-
nent imtrosion @
with S
Tl .

“1 want to
ence, Mpo o
trvambiing with exeitement
that here, T would
(TR TR S 0 R S o 6T

" hiis

el vour nepliew Clar-

s =l Nowid whio was

Al now
Vill #re like to pee
WS Paasiniees ik Tk

asked (

ke
with n

]

hsv e with ho ? = i

ST
ST tedl hben theet b d=12

Linrderer!” re.

toitand Nowed, with toreth i liners
CRtap sy neoanore T ses et Phitip
Coarsom: “opait thies b Gt vt

The young budios woose foars bogld biesoy
ol M»

w liat

cilmed by thie Carsom

lngered ad the door Lo e
tiou would e maule of the

Press i
shispua<i.

mtrudes, and

wireradd thelr facea in horror as they
Lomrd hls fearful waords
f Surely, the man = mad!” whispered
Zolde Croaoo, o lovely youne lndy of the
biunette tepe of beauly, to her  compan-
ks, two churmning Boston girks, whia had
been her gouests for severnl days
I awve wsed harslhi worls ™ sabd Nowel,

Wl now stood as still as e stutue in the
centre of the room, unmindful of the fact
| tont e ol Deen ordersad oo gquit the
L they wre not It

Wit vour nephiew, Clarspee, that cansed
l the trouble at the miil to-<day

That Philip Carson could bear o listen

Lo a0 mch was asurprise: but something
v 1o Nooel's tme compelled s attention.
I Aund who are vou that dares to 1+l me
| Whis s asked the President of the Grims-
by Steel Works
, YIs it possible yun don't kpow mefd
| Ab, well it's no wonder. [ scaroe koow
myself in my dismal plight. But there
| W= iy in the hstory of Grimsby
wheu Philip Carson would be uble to
recopnize Novl Edwards

“urest heavens ! Noel, can thisbe you ! ™
exciuimed Mr, Carson stmting mok in
astomsshment.  Amd what s the mieafi.
mgz of this diszuise 7 ™

“ The meaning of this disguise Mr, Cur-
st is that 1 am blind. and « g here 10
«ay that your wpephew caused the aoct.
dent thiat made me bliud.
er! 1 saw it all in
LW

| hangs T pUVEre

He s umarders
my vosotin 1 =+ it
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—BUCEKLEN'S ARNIUCA SALVE
The best Salve in the world for cuts and

braises, sores, salt rheum, fever sores, tet-

ter, chapped hands, chilt la ns, corns, and
all skin eruplions, and positively cures

riles, or no pay required, It is guarnr teed
to give perfect satisfaction, or mony refun-
d-d. price 25 cents per box. For sale by J.
M. Lawing, Physician and Iharmacist.

Now is the time to tuke your
county paper, the COURIR, £#1.50.

BLY
SENATE -37TH DAY,
S K360 M. Payne’s billy to

amend gritcle nme, section two, of
the Constitation, to ptut’ldu lor

l taxes lrom propecty and polls of the

| ndueation ol

White tax-puyers 1o be applied to

white ehildren, and

’mwn from property and polls of
| b the coloted raea to sehools for
[eolored ehildren, was taken op on

1

1 second remding.

Mr. Turner ol lredell, moved to
postpone Lill today week on scennut
of the lmportance of 1he subject.

| Mr. P'ayne saggested Monday pext

tmediately  after  the worniog

haonr. Mre. Campbell moved to refer

Cihe B o the jadiciary commnillee.

The motion o postpone prevailed
and the bill went over as a spacial
order for Monday next.

The calendar was resnmed and &
bill to incorporate the Woman’s
Home Mossion Soclety passed 118
thted veading

5.1 186, Lo empawer wort agees
to purchasze at thewr own sa'es of
eslale, came up on its second read-
ing. Mr. Means explained the bil
aud spoke in sugport of it. Messrs
Laoeas, Taruer, of Lredell, Williams,
of Put, and Letrand opposed the
bill as being davgerous and graot-
Under a call of
roll, the bill failed to pass its
second reading — aves U, noes 39,

ing special tavor.
the

HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES.
A petition was offered asking tor

# change ol the county seat of Ua~

tasba from Nawton to Conover,
The committes on jod ¢ ary re-

i ported unigvorably the bill removs

tog the polit'cal disabilities of ex.

Gov. W W, Holder,
BILLS INTRODUCED
0 rewove county seat ol Catawha

county lrom Newton to Counver: to
amend the Constitution with res-
pret o the corvoration  of towy
protecting wire fences: 1o maks o'~
feetive |-rm-¢-»-qlmga before booris
of aldermen and other bolwes; fur
the relief of 3¢ H. Tay lor, ex-sberifl
ol Suarry conuty,

RATLROAD COMMISSION BILL
The hour of 12 having arrived,
which was set for the consideraton
of tLe railroad commission bill as &
specal  order, the Speaksr ane
nounced the question of its pissage
upon the third reading., O moton
of Mr. Cooke the amendments were
voted opon a8 they were offered.
Mr. Alexander off sred an amend-
ment changing the salaries of the
commission: rs from 22,500 w §2,000
and of the elerk from 1,200 to 1,000.
He spoke a' some length advocats
ing the bill and bis amendment.

Mr. Amis (IRRep.) opposed the bill
—the only oue of bis party who
spoke ugainst it—said the people
did not want it,

Mr. Beddingfield spike in oppo-
sifion to the high salaries bot tavs
ored the measurs in siroug terms,
He spoke i ‘s or of Mr. Alexan-
der’s smendm-u Mr. Franks ( who
opposed tise Uil called 'er the yeas
and ns,

Mr. Cooke spoke in support ol
the bill He smd rhe guestion of
sa aries had been embarrissing to
the committer, but thar it bad fi-
nally settled down on the seme as
rhose paid to the jadicial beneh and
for this reason they were fixed at
%2,500 and §1,200 Mr. Cooke's sprech
wiA strong and ¢loquent. He ban-
dled be measure f(rom the =ide of
the people anl sustwined himee'f
with credit.

A vote was takey on the substis
tute offered by Mr. Alexavder, re-
ducing the saluries.  The amends
ment was adopted by a vote of 60
to 38.

Mr. Long, ot Meckiruburg, offered
an amendment changing the pay of
witness from two to one dollar per
day. Lost.  Mr. Baird offered an
amendment striking out the clanse
relating ro the professions of the
commissioners, Lost by a vote of
49 to 33.

Mr. Cooke woved rthe previous
question ( the paswsage «f the bull
opon ita third readiog) and upon
this motion Mr. Beddingfield called
for the ayes sad nays. The maio

[ Continved to Fourth Page.]




