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Preseully ¢ wan, who seeamed to be in
® great hurry, nnd who orossed the va.
oant lots from the antraveled portion of
the lower side, where & heap of colminy
turnsd Inte the slope, sl burried down
bnto the mine as rapidly ss the darkness
woold penmit, .

Laot's follow hing, " ssild Sao.

The saggostion ooade the
shuldder, but bhe sald;

“ o vou know the way ™

Youn, s woll ns he does
te bhave n lamp.”

He hind nn sooner sald the than
o lght appeared a few yarde lower down
the slope face of the man
Behtod tha Inmp, Just ns soon 8 e wos
far enough in from the entrance not
hietrny  hirnacit now fuliy re.
venled agalnst the tiny flames that strug-
glod for existence i thie stifl currsot of
ool alr which rushed through the slope,
nod Buwyor was amazed

“Anl live
Evkert
biiam
o grnvity

detective

ut we ought
worils

Thss whia

WHS

“it 1= Tom

wi must fullow
the

bhe exclninmed
Ham, my hoy
thioueh he should g0 o
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CHAPTER
LAME
(19
thoe wenithy
hegutifal Zeldn Car
the humdle
of Noel Ed
wirds wis a st prise
' to Edith: but
is wits Ediths aston-
Ishment over #icl an
unlookeddd ar visit
amueed nl indang
The cngeruess
of the detedtive to hmphoate  her cousin
to the feurful tragedy made Zelda regand
him with averstom Do of
feosires ot e part to shdald the assnssiu
lie her own brother, but
becuuse sbe twilteved imphoitly in Clar
and =he slrunk
from the disgrace of seving & member ol
she family on trial for a orine which she
felt certain e did not ol

" Purdon mv curiosity,” said Zelda to
Edith, 1o & toue of looncenled anxiety,
an poou ms t o detective disappeared,
“Lut | should like o know very much
whnt that muan s dotog here ™

Edith wns struck by the abruptiiess, o8
iy the niture of the
guestiun, sud her Hest impuisy Wis (0 pe-
sent it folt that Clarenos
proud oo wsin woulld aot dare speak 50 i
thelr sodind positions i life were equal,
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Zacldi Wiks VD 1ore:

Detective Suawyerthere

not LN

WeT

uvaen

ence Curson's innoeesod

waell as ST

Unrson’s

bt shie L pot put ber thoughts  into
worils,

Zeldn, who was most Kind a4t  heart,
poticed Edith's  embarvassment,  and

promply basteuvd o pepalr ber mistake,

E X Ous 1 shio =ald, “if the question
has given vou offense; it was an impul-
siveo one, and naked for a purpos:, which
I dow't el oxpliining to you

Thvre W o resson why 1 should not
tell you why he oalled here replied
Edlih It 424 the first time e ever saat
foot In this Louss, and hecame with a

wessnre whiltch wits quite a3 unexpeocted
riefer to this letter from
YOur Mr, Clarence Carson,” and
sboshowed Zeldn the bref and bastily-
wiitten note which Clurence hind sent to
besx

“ Lmpossihle

a8 his visit. ]

CuLElL

"pxolaimed Zelda, before

looking at the writing  "“That man isn
detective, and instead of oarrying a
letter frow Cousin Clarence to vou, it
wondd b luty o arrest him—a duty

which 1 assure yoa e would be only too
glad to perform just now. Why, it s bnt
a short tumo stoce Clarence t’r‘u'llpt'll frowm
thie o thnt sane detective; aod
1 helged him goawny, until this mystery
@ cleared up beonnse [ don't believe he
fs muiliy, and T half suspect that some of
shost who wre 80 ouger o put i i the
totls are the redl offenders themselves
Zelda glanced ut the letteér which
Edith gave Ler, oxpecting to be able to
vandemn 1t s n targery and ahe was 0s-
tounded find thut it was without
doubt in ber cousin's Landwriting: but
bow it could possibly have passed into
b possession of Detective Bawyver was

harbuad §

L {1

& purzle whioh she could not hope to
salvee
“Yeu" she satd, * this was written by

Charenve; but how could that man Saw-
yor got bhold of it? Surely thére 15 some
trap connected with this”

Altiough Edit's sversion for Clarence
Uaraon hardly be greater, her
symputheile  curiosity was aroused by
Zelda's stranee conduct and startling
words

"1 don't quite understaud you, Mise
Uarson, " she said. ' Whyshould & trap be
Iald for your cousin? 1 would not be a
party w uuy conspimmoy against him or
Aoy body clse, and Edith oolored orim-
s0M 8 Ahic spoks—the recollection of the
hateful marrings cartificate rising up
yividly before her mind, ’

“Idou't sny that you are” answered
Zelda: ' why sbould you be, now that you
fire his wife? Al you oannot believe
the fearful acousation whidch his enemies
make aguiust him! With all bis faults,
Ularence conld uot be o cold-blooded or
#0 oruel as to ke my poor, dear father's
L "

“Graclous Henven! Miss Carson,” Edith
exolaimed; * is he suspected of this fear.
ful thing &

voula

| neeount for all s movements ou the
dreadful night that my dear fathier wos
attucked, He told me of hae loss of it
thousand Jollurs to  womnn whom T he

| lleve to b wu wiventvress. of his
went of that ternble gunhilinge ety

| himinfatuation foa you i o be Host ae

— m——

“Yen, but, as | firmiy believe o my in. ‘
most soul, wmngful!y' He s neapable
of such infarmy, Still, ss sou ure Lis
wife, it 5 but mght that vou should know
wil"

Y No, thank Tortane, T um not s wife,”
sald Edith

“Not hils wit wchoed Zelda In won.
lder. “Why, be twid ine hlmself of your

warrisge, He satd it ocouried gt a lace
| palled Imws om's, wud thi Ju oo Hansom
| pfticlated. He was vers siaroaest about

the mmtter, and T don't beliove Le would
| have told me bl Lhat e was auxens t

4

I frustrated ou the eve of your departure,

! 1 canunt rememhber a great deal thad

you, of your hasty marringe and intends
ed trip to Europe, wheu all his plans were

Can it be possible, after all shis, that you
still deuy the murrisge which it may yet
benecessary for you to swesr to in order
to#Ave his life s Ah, reflect! Remem-
ber that although he s under & eloud, i
will not be ulwnya 2o, und he will vet be
uhle to show that be §s worthy of yoa™

“1 would nt déuy our muarvinge if 8
beined takeem plivess " sl Edith. “ Mr Car
soti = lnhoring under o false npresstou,
und his delusion s strengthened by a cer-
tiflcate of our supposed murringe signed
by Judge Hapsom, who stoutly declares
that hie performed the oo emony, But
AUTRLES U= il mny e to you to hear me
suv 50, | never took part in such a cers-
muny, and it makes miserable to think
thut I must be haunted forever by this
mystery. 1w a poor girl, Miss Carson
hut I would not wed vour cousin were he
ten times @ millionaire, bocause T post
tively dislike hiw,

This s 4 strunge puzzle,” said Zelda,
who wus sidly perplexed. Clarence
claims you ue bhix wife, and bolds a cerd
tiliate to that effect.  Judge Rausom, who
performed the ceremony, corroboraites
his cladm, and yet you deny 1t sll. The
facts are all agninst you, and yet if you
consented at any time to such amarringe
yoi ought to remember it.  Canc it he pos
aille that you were marrvied in a tranoe ?
Do vou remember all that took place
while you were at Dawson's?”

ovcured there, | was unconscious when
teaken thers, and 1 r-emmng«.i s [ory soma
time, I suppose. T de recollect distinotly,
however, that 1 met your cousin; that he
{ollowed me awlong the corridor, oalling

ont that I was his wite, and [ succeedad

1 mus=t ba
|

in evading bim becwuse 1 thought he
drunk o1 lpsane My next re
volleotivn wias Lhat [ was placed in g can
ringe by force, and was about to be car.
ried away somewhere, whew my father
happened upon the scene and saved me”

Zveldn, who had bheen lsteming to
Edith's stor'y In astonisbment, said

“Yours s indeed a0 wilil amd peoulinr
expericnce. It amazes me the more 1
lenrn abwout it, aod [ amat a loss what ta
think. [:1t not possible that there may
b some villainy Jat the bottom  of the
eutire affulr, of which pelither you nor
It
uud 1 am more than balf
vonvinoed that you arve both the vic-
thins of A congplriacy that s eugineserad
by some desperite people.  Is it not pos
sible that those whio 1-1|t!up|1wl vou lnte
this alliince with my ol which
you seem to know nothing, are the same
persons that voldbed nnd assaalted any i
ther? Can vou nok recall some of e
faces awd the ncidents at Dawson's:
What kind of pedple did vou see thepie:
Do you kuow anything of my cousiu's
conpection with them ™

“1 can tell nothing beonuse 1 know
mothing,” sald Edith My experience
in that place 1# like some horrid night
mare —unpleasant to recall—and oue that
I would glndly forgetr.” »

Y Alae ! snid Zelda, in despair, I had
Boped that you could help me throw
some light on thiz mystery but I fear
that you ennnot. [ have felt the hand of
Deathupon my beart, and thinking you
as his wife, might be interested in the
case of iy fugative cousin, Clnrence, |
thought 1 would come sud tell vou ot
our grést  trouble—of our aMiction and
our dsgrace.” )

Thore were tears in Jeldu’s vyes. und
Edith waa touched to the heart by her
ETEIL sOTTOW

“1 wish—indeed, [ wish that 1 could
comfort aud vonsole yon,” said Edith, io
& tane of voice that trembied with eme
tion. 1 fesal keenly for vour jrest
grief”

Zelda extended both hands.
seconds she ¢ould not speak.
said

“Let this toterview be ws though it

never had beeu held, but I you ever
nevd assistance coms to me.”

“It shall be as yvou say," and Edith
glasped the proffered hands of the Steel
Kiong's daughter in her own,

In that momsnt bhoth wolnen felt that,
although separated widely by wealth and
sooial station. there wasa bond of sympa:
thy that brought them very ciose To-
gether as they wingled their tears,

Zelda Carson could remain no longer,
so with a choking * good-by,” she drew
her wrap about her, and hastened ont
and away in the direction of hérnow
desclate home.

She was about to turn into the main
thoroughfare of Grimsby, when s thrill
ing orash, asif a thousand thunder-storms
were thrown into one, shook the side
walks and shattered the glass in the
great show windows of the stores,

Zelda thought of an earthquake,

The stiange wild commotion and startl.
ing storm of sond filled her with terror,
and for a few minutes she was appalled
by the awe-inspiring incident. Present-
iy s new element of fear wus added to
the bewildering sensation. Thegis went
out, leaving the streeta in sutdden and
complete darkness. Zelda feared to go
shead, and assoon as she could control

Iy COUSIN Cnn Lisve nny cogniznsoe ?
Seeins #o Lo e

Cousin,

For a few
At lust she

e e

her reasoning powers she decided to go

back to' the little dwelling which she Fad
Justleft,

T

She found Edith Edwards in darknes;,
consoling the younger ouildren, who were
olinging about her In terror. The Uttle |
lamp shat cocupled a place on the shaky |
ceuter-table In the parlor had been
snashed iuto frugments by  he  gZrest
sbook. ‘

Zelda Carson puused at the door, fear
ing lest some disaster had oceurred with.
in. Preseutly sho wis reassuced by the
sound of Edith's musical voloe and hope
ful words, assbe henrd hor saying

* Ubildren, dear, have ogurnge. The
God that guards us when the sun is shin- |
ing will not desert us in the darkness and |
the storm ! "

Thes: words fell lke healing balm on
Zelda's sors heart and feverish  spirit,
nud she repeated, }

“ The God that gusrds us when the sun
is shining will not descrt ns in the dark- |
Deas and the storin

AL, what sublie fuith!" thought
Zelda.

Edith heard the words thut scomed an
echo of her own prayer. and wondered
who it could possibly be, until Zelda
made hersell known

Inn few minutes another lamp was ol
tained. The house was still shiking
perceptibly from the effects of the shock

FPresetutly the sireet was filled with
people, whose excited cries mingled ing
wilill chorus that rose high above the
rumbling sound of the dyiug storm.

Men stopped and asked in wonder amg
dismuy, “What has happened *7 aud for
the time being no intelligent answer
conld Le riven to this guestion

Edith and Zelda looked at each other
i terror; and it was & reliel to both when
they heard u voice from the crowd that
rushed past, exclaliming

It 1s an explosion of firv.dump
mine'!”

The pext moment the welooms face of
Ned Newcomb appeared at the door. He
wis evidently much excited, like every
one elsé, bul his manly, reassuring words
were good 1o hear as he said:

“Have pno fear, Edith; the danger s
pst. A tremendous explosion of tire
damp has occurred in the Carson slope
mt the shoek has already it=
foree.”

Never wus Edith's admiration for Ned
NewocomDb greater than in that moment
when, like a4 guardisu angel, he step.
ped down, as it were, from the midst of

in the

spent

the storm-cloud to calm her fears,  Dear,
brave, big-hearted, unscifish Ned! She

did not expect that she would ever see
himagain, after having sent him away
without hope when he declred how
deeply he loved ber!

But Ned'slove was not of that fickle or
selflsn kind, and when the terrible ex.
plosion orcurrad that shook the vity of
(irimsby, his first shought was of Edith
and of the little ones that were clinging
about her in Teur

The excitement on the streets contin.
ued, and s Ned was allaving the fears of
Lis listeners, x miner was beard telling a
Evoup that hnlted in front of the doats

“There were men in the mine at the
time of the explogion. and it s feared
that they are wll lost. To the rescue,
boys, and let it not he said that auy man
among us is too seltial o too cownndly to
visk his life for§those who are in danger!"

Ned Neweamb could not resist this ap-
penl, even if it wis not addre=sed to him,
und promising Edith that he wonld e
turn in g short time, e hastened ont and
foined the crowd of men  that s tofhe
mouwth of the minesiope, that hd so re-
vently beletied forth the Black«dump of
et .

OHAPTER XX,

ABUNTENHANEAN SToRM.

HEN Tom

lighted  the  lump

= - that was o guide

; him down the steep

dope  leading  into

= the depths of the

Carzon coal mine, he

little knew that two

A pairs of keen

were cigerly watch-

fug him, and least of all the eves of (e

teotive Sawver anid Sam Shiarp, the
new=hey

The mine had bieen idle sinee the great
stec]l mill owas dismantled, bectuse s

Eckert

CVes

supp'y of conl was el mainly for the
purpuse of keepingz that  establishioent
going, antd Evker firmly believed Hunl
thiere was not a human being in the Slaee
but himeelf |

Y Rome great motive must have broughg |
him into thiz spooky tunnel alone, ™ whis i
perad the detective in =man Sharp’s sar

“Ti's queerns e shonld come here by
himself " said Sam. ~ when he mizht have
all the men from the mill with him if he
wauted them. I guess he wonldn't iike
itiihe knew we were u-tollerin’ him "

“We must take good cuare that he
doesn't know, my boy, " replied Sawyer,
with emphasis, adding, = Don't losw your
lamp, lad: we may have plenty of use
for lioth yvours and mine before we get
back."”

“Never fear, " said the boy, “1TRuowa |
thing or two sbout mines. ™

The detective and Sam took with them
two mine lamp: which they found near
the entiance of the slope, but they did
not intend to light them unless some |
emetgency might avise that  would make
it absolutely necessary for them to do
B0,

The slope was an unusunlly long one,
and its descent difficult, owing partly 1o
the steep pitch, partly to the worn, ir-
regzular ties which held the rickety track,
and partly to the little pools of water |
formed here and there by the slimy drip
from the roof; but the detective and his
brave little newsboy assistaut muniaged
to make excellent hendwny.

Two or three times Tom Eckert paused
and looked cautiously arsund us if he
feared that be was followed, but when-
ever he did so, Sawyer nnd Sam Sharp,
who moved with light foostips, also
came to u stund-still,

“If he should come back it wouldu't be
ensy tokeep ahead of him in the dark,”

that man for all the gold in Grimshy.”

| Eckert would sell his life rather than

sulil Sam, who secretly fesrmd Eckert,

“"He is not likely to come hwick now, ™
rephed the detedtive. “He is Lo near
the toob of the slope o retarn until be
sttends to the ermund that browzhit him
down leree 7

The huste with which Eckert darted
forward pow  justilled the detoctive’s |
opiEd

A S curvent of cool mir was rashiug
through the slope, and Fekert found It
Do ensy tnsk to pirevent lis hhl.l.lp from
golig out, Lt the fickering fame held
ou with womlerfol tenscity, until after

W tiresome zle g Jonruey the lght-bean |
| or came to 1 halt from shei't sxhanstion.

Aflter tritmuing his lnmpmmoew, Eokert
stool stifl for several miantes during
which be listeinad inteotly Lo make sure
that he wis alone in that ﬂcl‘p. dw k sl
tuds.. He guzed eagerly around b,
bifted bis bung bigh sbove bis head and
peenad suxiousty Ionto the gloom; then,
bedng sutistiod thial his swovemsuts wers
pot witoheid Lo turned o the vight and
walked mpidly along the miin  gangwuy
for some distumee

Baw ver and Sum Sharp managed o
Kee st odose Dehiind ws the Bue of light
worttled peermir, pithecih the detective re.
mked that thee o hiere of the place
was bocomtinr mobenrnbde

Well, we can stand B B v ™
Bawy, “ulthongh 've bemd the men say
it the wiv is poue o gond even whea

gl

the winers are at work. Ah, ses where
e 1= goin’ pow.” And the boy plucked
the detective's sloave ss Tom Eckert
turned saddenly into @ BATTOW passage
that led to an abandoned. working of the
wineg, Ul swenr 1 think the fellow s
took suddenly crazy, and that it ain't
aufe fur us to fallow hun any longer, "
added the newsboy.

“Hush, Sam! Not so loud. The still-
ness of this place makes it o regular
whispering gallery, and if Eckert should
bear our voices it would spoil everything,
He is not crazy, as you shall see before
tHils hunt is ended; und g4 you sald @ min.
uleago, if he canstand if, we cun "

Eokert now slackensd his speed and
Liwgan to seavch carefully about in the
fimmnl mine-chamber, as i anxious to
loente somo particnlar spot. He made a
slose seruting of & coal pillar which had 4
heen et standing to support the roof of
the nine, and he was evidently much
nleased with the result of his obaerva-
Hon—so much 2o, indeed, that he forgot
togive his lamp vt attention which he
nadd bestowed upon it since enteriug the
Tine,

Sum noticed this, and the boy's quick
sves ilso snw n faint blue cirole of light
meedily  formed liken hitlo about ghe
Ame. = i

Soelees ! the lad oried, o o trighten-
«1 whisper, as he canght the detective
wonvulsively by the arm,

Just then there was o snccession  of
plue flashes all through the chamber in
which Evkert was stunding, They seem.
ad to Hit about with the velovity  of
thought, and reminded Mr. Sawyer of |
the darting torth of serpents tongues,

“That's tire-damp ! 7 «nid Sam in alarm.
“Let's run bk to the slope before it's
too late.’

The detective felt et the warning
was well timed, Death o one of its
wost borrihle shapes was close at hand.
He knew the consequences that would
pesult In case the fiame of the lamp
should strike the volume of deadly gas
which wis evidently noar, Sawyer was
P voung man ol i!'-!ll GO e, I|'||t here
woasn sttantion in which peither courmge
o daring conld v adl in onse the contact
o e and fiveadamp should oeenr.

Lot uz 2o, " snid Sam =harp.

R ] Intend 1o HY
vou must show clear grit, Sam, © said
Ssgwyver, who o renlity  shared Sam's

Vil I detective,

L= but wis 2o fascinated by Eckert'a
onduct thut even the =ense of 8 terrible |
Lt conld not drive him away,

Eokert after loeating the spot in the |
ponl pillar for which he had been look-
ing. il hig lanp on the foorof the mine, |
took n short pidee of steel from his over- |
rent pocket, and with a few sharpstrokes
relonsed i lnree flab of anthracite which
bl evidently besn et to fit a certain
Irening,

Thi= he removed, after which Sawyer
atud Sam Sharp, who were now watching
Lis aotions with breathles interest, saw
bim take # small box from the cavity.

\< pnear s the detective could indge
the Lox corresponded in slze  with the
pastishox  that had been stolen from
Philip Carzon’s study on the night of the
munder. Hehad received a minate des.
wiption of the missing vsish-hox from the
hief of police. to wham it had heen
deseribed by Zeldn, after the tragedy,
and be could senrcely restrain himself
from rushing forward there and then to
wnfirm tue suspicions that had recently
leenn growing in his mind concerning
Eckert

“Let us o back. " said Sam, clutching
the detective by the arm; 1T don't like
to bic here™

W must not go now.” responded the
detective, 1 would not lose sight of

“Why does he hide that box there?™
usked the boy.

- Ah, that's the point, my md. Why
he haz hidden that box there and why he
visit= it slone i thee mystery that we
prupose to penetrate. Men don't do
such things for mere pastime. There's
i secrst connected with that box thas

reveul; =0 we must be cautious,” whisper-
ed the deteotive.

“He used to be Mr. Curson’s confiden-
tisl hook-keeper,” said Sam.

“Hush, my boy! Not a word of that
at present.” replied the detective, add-
ing, *‘and now I think it would be pru-
dent if we were not quite so close.”

Saying this, they movead several yards
further away from Tom Eckertand in
the direction of the slope, but not so far
that the keeneyed detective could not
wateh every movement of Eokert's.
Sawver assisted his observation con-

giderably by watching Eckert through
an opera-giass, which enabled him to ex.
amine the cash-box minutelv aod the

chirmtor of the papors that the confl-
dential book-Keepsr took from it,

Aslong us Eckert's lamp stood on the |
foor of the mine, thore wus 4n absen e
of those sinister finshes of bLiue tame
which bad been cansed by conmmot with
the light. The volatile gases ross to the
rool of the wine, sud there accamulated
rupidly uuul o grest volune wos formed,
Wbk was capaabile of cnnsing death and
destruction.

Ecvkort hiad been in the mines mauy a
fime, with vizitore who were the guests
of Mr. Carson, sl he bad seen expert
miners ignite the sasthiat rushed through
sotme fissure in the conl. witheut nour-
ring any particnlar dauger thereby, so
that he was ot particwarty slormed gt
the Tantastio strenks of Hzht that danced
ahout b, Bl took s tiuse,  therelure,
Iu exsunining the valuabile e rs which
the" eushi-box contained, winl Dotertive
Sawyer conld see by the exprossion of |
hisTuce that by was Lizhly plensed |

After 8 vlose sorutiny of the pajers
Evkert placedd them carefully ba ok in
thre boX, ook 10 snder Lis left wrm,. and
toking up Ui banp ju ks rizht baod,

sturted forwnrl af o raped pace o the
irection of the slupe
CAWe must opet ont oabhend  of b

whispered the detsctive 1o St Sharp,
“and arrest him jnar o8 e vmergvs with
Bis plander. I widl be no sy watter
for us o ke by o thee dark, but
it must be doue |

Thut's  npaos il i Nam CC we
miust laave bight,

AL thatl morme ol Theie wis 8 bairst of
light in the mice that faiviy dazzied Sam
Stuarp sud the detvotive,  amd looking
back they saw Eckert  twodaag in the

midst of 8 sheet of flnine, as If tranfixed
with terror |

Presently there was a sharp orash of o |
turilling and deafening oature, aod
sam Sharpand Sawyer threw themselves
on their faces mstantly, and crouched
close beside the sharp-edged rock.  They '
Were not i Mmoment oo Ao,

The wery next instant thers was & |
deafening roar, asif all Nature were |
golog to frugments, and coalddust, rocks,
and pieces of lumber were whirled along |
the pungway with the fury of u oyelone.
It was an awfal moment of terrible sus.
pense for Detective Sawver amd hie
coursgeous  little companion, us each
reilized that death was olose at hand.

Tom Eckert's lnmp had done the work.
Hy walked right into a great volume of
fire-damp, which exploded with fearful
forpg, and shook the mine from end to
end. Sawver and Snm Shurp could hear
the tremendous commotion and feel the
shaking of the mine for several minutes,

In distant portions of the colliery,
where the pillars had been removed, 1he
crush of falling roof could be heard, and
it seemed as if the entive placer would ool
Lapses,

Sam Sharp's heart was beating wildly,
aud it was o great relief to him when he
henid Suwyer's voloe saying:

“Sam ! Sam, gare vou alive 27

And there can be no douty that it was
# relief to Bawyer, after those moments
that seemed an eternity. to hear Sanm's
chivery nn=wer

“Im alive, Mr. Sawyer,
pch a8 T Tike to he

The echoes of the gredat orash were
gradually dving ont by thiz time, aud
sSuwyer =uid

“Let us o back and see
come of Eekert,”

“Tm nifraid it man't

but ot =0 |

what has Ve-

worth wiule” =id |

Soam. CHe muost e o gonier, su
1t ts beat to koow detimitely,” sidd the
detective, “and besides there may be

something iuthat box that we want very
badly, Let us go bnek.

“ ANl right, * said Sam: sul
tive lighting his lamp, led the wiy 1o
whepe, afew minutes bhefore they haa
seenn Tom Eckert standing with hi< hox
under his arm in a halo of flame

The chuamber in which they hnd
him wus blotted out.  The entmnee was
clp<ed by # great fall of roel. which
cirrieid with it immense bocks of conl
and these wore piled upon ench other so
thivk, and wedgzed topcther soolosely,
that it was impossible o remove them !
without hinstinz.

“He must have ta |
death | snzgested Sam. after they made
i eareful examination of the situntion

L detee-

heen  orushied

“Or he may be simply shat in," added
the detective. Both listened mtently !
far un voice, but they heard nothing.

Then Sawyer shouted “Hallo!™ with all
his might. The echo went vinsins
throngh the chambers of the mine s i a
thouzand volces had spoken

Then they listened again, and both
heard digtinetly o painful moan. It was
clenr that Eckert was injured, but how |
to reach bim, through that impenetrabie |
wall of rock and anthmoite, was a probe
lem with which Sawyer and Sam Sharp
were unablo to cope.  Again that painful
half-stified moan reached thoir ears

sawyer called aloud, but their was uo |
answer, and after waiting 4 few minutes,
the detective sald,

“Sam, we can accomplish nothing hy
standinz here. Let us go out of the glope
at once nnd get help to extricate Mr.
Eckert. He eannot now escape or hide |
the mysterious errand that brought him |
here, and if we cau reach him before he
dies be mav be able to tell us A story
stranger thun fiction. Come, let us lose
po time in e=curing help to get Eckert
out,' awi =aying this, detective and
pewshoy ran to the siope as fast as
pogsible, intent on obtaining assistance
to rescue Tom Eckert from his black unl
DATTOW Prisoh.
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TO THE R SCTE. |

HE fact that no per-
som was known  to
be in the mine at-
the time of the dis |
aster soou  caused
A people to lose in- |
rerest in the matter, |
and a good many,
wiere about to gzo
home, when the

| = bt of Eokert's head and hody.

! had beden reached
| Eckert was held fast

feeble bl ke of o minelsmp wos scon
emerzing from the sl e

Inless thin a minnte the news few
Rroupd that sote of the workmen were
in the mine, wod Sawver sl Sam sharp
had some difenity intrving to allay the
apprvisnsions  of tho e wha ]af—‘mi
around them  for information.  Their
BPpeninioe was unoxpaected, and  they
were tnmedmtely plled with oll sorts of
fuguiries,

In reply to the numerous uestions
addressed to themn, Sawyer syl

“oentivmen, this B no tioe for tedi-

ous dutmils. A purty of visitors were
reckives ecnough to venture into _the
slope, amd one of thelr number woas

caught under the orash,
remdins lu great sgony,
able 10 sesist bim, and
come ot for help.  Wha
o go down the slope
Pesoue of thiles s -

“Twill! 1T willl” came from u dozen
volces, and the cager volunteers pressed
forwarnd to the moutl: of the slope where
Bawyer and Sam Sharp stoud,

The detective was auxions to resch
Pom Eckert alive, for rewsons of his
own, nud so e urged the wlief corps
that nocompanied himself ad Sam Sharp
o muke all possibde spasad. Sawver, ns
i =hrewd detective, Kuew the vadoe of
getting ot bis wnn Defore the lotur lost
consaoustess, W sk o L ug Woere prossi.
Wil

Ned Neweomb was  one of the most
uetive, cuerpetic members of  the pares
The mere sunouncens ot Chat sowehoil y
wus in deadly perd was: sufficient 1o o
Hat hi= sympathivs and commaml bis
Rosbatance, ol he wiss wmon v e et 1o
volunteer his servicoes when  Deteative
Buawyer appealed for aal 10 resoie his
suppo®d fdend from the fewrful fate
wlhich threstened Dot i the miin

Although b ol been emplovesd ot
the steel miill Le was fumilinr  with
wining, hnving worked for severil years

whiere e o1l
We were un-
wo dechiled o
will volunteer
with me to the

in the slope 1u his younger diyvs, und his
executive mindand energetic apirit were
of great beuefit in direeting the work jof
eatricating Eckect from the tearful pri-
son into which be biwd been shat by the
frightful fall of roof that followed the
wwiul explosion of ire-damp

For #ix long, paiutul and perilous bours
the workmen totled for life nud death  at
the grim sk of trying to save Tom
Eckerts life. They succesded in locut-
g his whereabouts attirst by listening
attentively nnd hearing lis faint half.
stifled cries of pnin and they labored
zealously and earnestly o that direction.

It was u difficult and dangerous 1ask.
The after-damp was = dense as to make
the airalmost unbesrable, and the fall-
ing of the roof, all around, at frequent
futervauls, guve warning of mnpeonding
poeril.  Still the hardy rescuers toiled on
with herci¢ and admirahle unselfish-
ness, untdl the right hand of Eckert was
visible, sticking out from under n great
miee of anthmecite by which he had been
p nned down.

The sight of the hand gave the resou-
ers Tenewed strength and bope, and
cansed them to redoulile thelr energies
Prescutly they were rewanded by a
; Detec-
tive Sawyer, who had been out for a
boestith of fresh atr, had just returmed o
the sinpe n few mivutes before Eckert
It wias foand that

to Lhe loor of the
e by a block of conl. w vizhing severs
al tons, whivh lnv his legs. His
hesud ol houdv wers bt <lightly injored,
A=t v were prtoctwl by ths contact of

e Tss

twao big boublovs, whivh met in the
censli nmd formed an inverted A un-
der whieh e lay . but both his legs were

broken

He wis not aware af this lntter fact,
bowever until the énormons welght was
fifrted from his limbs and he made an
effart to stand erect, when he feilina
dead faint on the floor of the mme,

Right beside where he wis Tound was a
ensli-box bearing the name  * Philip Car-
SO0

This hox witd taken possession of by the
detective. who assured all around him
that he would give & good acconnt of
its oontents. Heealled upon Ned New-
comib and two other:s to exnmine the
papers which it contained, along with
him, wnd they found, amonz the rest,
United States bonds amounting to $£200,-
o, i the box.

The discovery filled them with amaze-
ment, being such an unusunl sight to see
inthe mme, and many were the confec-
tures tndulzed in a8 to whut could have
prought Fckert and hiz treasure in such
a place

Sawyer's keen mind took in the situa-
tion at @ glanee, but e anid nothing.
Ax soon a4 Eokert showed sizus of
turning consciousness.  the  detective
quictly gave orders Tor his immedinte
removal from the mite

Eckert, however, kieked aud struwelod
acainst removal. and as he Jay writh.
inz m the conl dust, eried out 1o hi-n scu-
ers tn a pititul tope of voloe:

[ Tu be Continued |
= SRR

A uew crematory factosv was
tried the other day in JueZsonville,
Fla. Thbe result of the first hoar's
work highly santisfaetory.
Twxe!ve harrels of night five
harteis of garbage, one barrel of
chickens, one barrel of spoiled

fish, fonr doge, one bhox meat,

-

was
noil,

ot
- ar alligators and five ioads ot re-
fnse matter, including street - weep-
ing=, ete, two of these being deuble
loads, making in all 7800 pounds,
were barned,  All this was accom~
p'ished with the vee of lesws thana
quarter of a cord of wood, as a large
portion of the refuse was of soch a
ua'ore that it fornished its own
foel, and all that was left at the end
of an hour was less than a ponnd of
ashes.

e e ——— ——

| Egg-Stractions.

Most any man can set » olock,
but it requires gouius to set & hen.
— Boston Bulletin, '

Chickens shonld receive their food
by the peck—by the henpeck, that
15.—Pittshurgh  Chronicles Telegraph.

If your ben lays an ¢gg in a bol.
low tree, the easiest way to  get it
out is to batehet out yourself or let
the ben.—Dansville Breeze.

When ail the bens in Farmaer
Simpron’'s baragard refused to lay
eggs the worthy agricalturist was
fores ot 1o look vpou 1t as grand
ehicken coup.— Kochester Post Er-
press

& .-

The Women Prajse B B B

The uud‘er!b‘ of women t‘cl‘tl‘Ini'\f WA
kens the sympathy of the true philanthrop-
ist. Their best friend, bowevar,is B B B
{Botspic Blood Haim) Send to Blood
Balm Co., Atluota, Gu | for proofs

H L. Cssidy, Kennessuw, Ou., writes
“Three bottles B B B eured wmy wife of
sorofule !

Mra. B M Laws, Zalaba, Fla, “1 bhave
never used soyibiog W equal B. B B

Mrs (' H Gay. Rocky Mount, N.C,
writes: *'Not u day for 15 vears was I free
trom hesduche. B B B eotirely relieved
me [ feel like another person.”

Jume: W Lancaster, Hawkinaville, On
writes: My wite was in buil health for
eight years Five doctors and many patens
medicines had done her po good. Six bol-
tles ot B B B cured her.””

Miss 5 Tomlinson, Atlanta, Gas, ssys:
““For vesars 1 sufforea with rheumatism,
caused by kidoey trouble snd indigestion,
I aise wae feeble und neryvons. B B B re
lieved me Lo once, sithough saveral other
medicines hind tniled.”’ -

Hew J M Richard:-on; Clarkston, Ark .
writes: My wife suffernd tweive yosrs
with rheumutisin snd fomale ¢ompluint. A
Indy member of my ehuirch had been cured
by BB B She persunded my wife o try
1 , who pow sy s there is nothiog like 5 B
B., as it quickly cave her relief.’’

The First Apple Pair

Eve waa the first apple womaw.
— Puck.

Adam ipavgurated the ear'y
c'othing movement.— Hoston Bulles
tin.

Adwmn 8 second fon was the first
Abelsbodied man vo record. — Wash,
engton” Credue

It, as we are led 1o infer, Eve be-
cawe Adam’s wife on the day that
she was made, she bad ample reas
son for nsing the phrase so common
to ber daughters in th 'se dayr, “Oh,
this is ko sudden !"—Boston Courier.

—IS CONSUMPTION INOCURABLE’ —

lead the following : Mr. C. H. Morria
Newark, Arkapens, suvs:  Was down with
Ahscess of Luogs and friends and phy-
<cins propsunesd me an in:urable con-
cumptive. Begun taking Dr. King's New
Disvovery for copsumption, am now on
m¥ third bottie and able to overses the
work on my tarm. It 1= the best medicine
ever mads

Jasee Middlewart, Decatoa, Ohio, says

‘"Had it not besn tor Dr King's New Die-
covary hr Cmsumption I would have disd
of Lung trousles. Was given up by docters.
Am now in best of henlth ' Tryit. Sam«
bottles  froe ut Do, J. M Lawing's

Drygstors,

ple

o~

Receipes.

Cutlets of Cold Mutton.—Cut the
rernains of eold loin or neck of mot-
ton and
take away # portion of the fat,
should there be too much ; dip them
in beaten egg, sprinkle with breads»
erumb, and iry them a niee brown
in bot drippings: arrange them on
dish, and pour round them eitber
good gravy or hot tomato sauce.

Stewed and Celery Sauce.—Cut 8
roots of celery into pieces two
1nches jong, pot them in a stewpan
with a pint of good gravy, two
ovions sliced, and simmer gently
auntil the eelery is temder; let the
gravy cool, then add the beef, cut
‘nto rather thick pieces; lat it jast
boil up, and serve with fried pota-
wes,

into cotists, trim them,

n

a

ELECTRIC BITTERS.

This remedv is becoming so well known
and so popular us W need no special men-
tion. All who have used Electrie Bitters
sing the same song of praire. A puger
medicing does pot exist and it is gusrsnos
teed to do wil thag is clsimed leetric
Bitters will cure all dissages of the Liver
and Kitneys, will ramove Pimples, Bjils
Salt rtheum and uther affections caussa by
impure blood. Willdrive Malans from the
system and prevent as well ns cure all
Malarial fevers. For cure of Headache,
Conatipation and Indigestion try Kleetric
Bitters— Egtire satisfaciion guaranteed, or
money refunded. — Price 50 cents and $1.00

per bottle at Dr, J, M. Lawing's Drug-
slore.




