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CHAPTER XXX,

Blrdman, |

About elght o'clock In the evening of
the same day a motorcar deposited at |
the Hotel Monclith a gentleman whose
weather-beaten and ollstained motor-
fng-cap and duster covered little cloth-
{ng more than shirt and trousers and |
assorted oddly in the eyes of the desk
clerk with the rather meticulously |
turned-out guest known to him as Mr.
Arthur Lawrence and to the manage-
ment of the hotel as Mr. Alan Law io-
cognito.

Eventually persuaded, the clerk
ylelded up the key to Mr. Lawrences |
suite of rooms, together with two
potes superscribed with the same nom
de guerre.

Alan's impatience was so great that |
be could hardly wait to examine these |
communications until he was quit of
the public eve

The first proved to be a character-
tstic communication

“Dear Ulyssos—Thanks for the jail
dellvery, 1 got in this morning just in
time to motor over to Jersey in hopes

of seeing vour finlsh us a bachelor;
fnstend, 1 wae favored by being made
an involu Your spie-
tacular asoent, following your almest
equally spectuculi

“But to business
fted: in half ap lour more 1 am to
doube in blackSace for the purposed
of the author of this melodrnmatic
farce which you, mo doubt, ¢all the
history of vour grunde passion.

“1 mean to say—well, several things,
to-wit: When | saw you snatched out
of the North river 1 was engaged in
tralling a pale-ficed villain in a motor-
ear concerning whom vou probuably
know far more than I; he on his part
was busy being a bold, bad kidoaper;
Rose wag In hls power, as wo say i
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ntary witns

high-¢ive
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my time s im

guch casca.  Hig Intentions, however
were nothing more hamowoerthy than
to retura Herto the oy of hor doting
parent I kuow, becau slatt hed
after "en, vven totl h » of 2 o
Trine. Later 1 sl it ' e
following & furtive young man from

‘ht" house of I'rine to th oMen of the
general wanuger of the N
tral, where mado arrangomenta for
a special o q vey the said Triae und
retinue to Cllcago and polnts West
Jt Jeaves at three this afternoon. |
was unable to ascertain whether or
not Rose i¢ to participate in this
bogira. but I know | ehall. On the off
chance of belng useful, T have bribed
the train crew to let me Impersonate
the porter. So, should you be moved
to follow and succeed in catching uj
with us, und observe anybod® who
focks rather off-color In the party
don't sh the sald party will be me.
“Yours for the quiet life,
“TOM BARCUS™
The second note yielded a communi
¢ tlan written on notepaper of the sim- :
piest elegance In & worian's hand—a
Liarried serawl: |
“They fre taking me West by =pe
ofnl train—I don’t know where or why, |
A servant has promiged to see that

tals reaches you. =

Over this Alan wrinkled an nereds
The hand was the hand of
Tose, hut the phragsaplogy was fiot in
Lorepirit, He examined it more close-
1y and thought to detect beneath s
capblunce of haste a deliberate and
carefully gulded pen, He pi ked up
the envelope to compare the handwrit

Save m

vious nosoe

fng of the nddrees with that cf the en-
closure—and shook out a trey of
hearts

This Inst was
with a plainlzwritten medsage

"With the compliments of Seneeca
Trine to Alan Law. We are due in
Chicngo at eleven tomoftoW morning

B

eovered. ns to its face,

CopyTight, Jild, by Louis Joseph Vasce

‘ lured away from New York and Rose

| Coast: the

end leave immediately for the Paciile
coast via Santa Fe route”
Comparison between this and the
message purporting to be from Rose
distilled the convietion that the same
hand was responsible for both.
Alan shrugged. So he was to be

by this transparent trick, was he? Xo
fear!

He glanced at his watch, finding the
hour far too early to attempt what he
had in mind.

With plenty of time on his hands,
he gave the matter gericus considera-
tion and concluded to take no chances:
ft was just poseible that Trine had
tnken Rose with him on his western
trip. after all. In such case the only
possible way of overtaking the special
would be by air line

| the closed door: already the mald was

Inz » a chelr ontelde a closed door
bad vot faden asleep and begun to
ihe moment when Alam sct 1
fort upon the lower step of that fical
ascoenl

Turning the head of the staiss
Alan paused for a littie, speculatively
intest 02 this mau who must somehoWw
be disposed of before he might solve
the secret of that shut and guarded |
door.

Aside from actual violence no sola- |
tion offered to the puzzle—and vio
lence was abruptly forced upon him

No sound warned bim of the door|
that opened at his back as he stood
watching the sleeping guard. A pienc
ing shriek was the first intimatien he
received that his presence had been
discovered, It served as well to move
him instantly luto ction: s single |
glance overshoulder showed him the |
figure of a maldservant in eap and
gown, ber mouth still wide and full of
sound—and Alan fell upon the guand
like & thucderbolt. The man had |
barely time to jump up and recosan
the alarm: then a fist caught him onl

snore gniil

! the point of his jaw, and he returved

promptly to deep unconsclousness

No time now for qualms of cnm-‘
punction on account of the savase
ruthlesspess of that blow: no time
even to search the fellow for a key to

taking the stairs in full fight and cry,
four steps and a howl like & warlock s

Promptly Alan called up the avia-

tion fields at Hempstead Plains and | |
|

got into communication with a gentie-
man answering to the surname of
same birdman hud

scue with his hydro-

come to
avroplane

Thelr arrangements  wi

Alan
ndt park from g glit!
prepared if need b
trasnseut ntul Night

Tlereniter M, Law procecded to res
bhabilitute himeelf In decent clething
and Lis own estoem: after hathing, he
dined alone in his rooms, from a tray;

after dining he slept soundly for threa
hours—and may be thcught to have
earned at least that much rest through
having been for four hours 4 passens
ger In o a hydroseroplane lest In fogs
that wrapped Long Island and all the
adjneent terfitory In an hmpenetrable
shroud,

Nor had this been all
all that had led up to Alan's rescue by

Leaving aslde

Conet: the foreed landing of the hyd
seroplone for fack of fuel had tak
pd { thie L
& bil 8 husd
1 il |  bov &
Al | 1 o

i In rrury L A
i thal. ¢ i L} to
Lis 1 petend | rs aund Ala I

! el N \

Anciher man d have led
twelve hours i Led at the Jeast to
compensate for such a day: Mr. Law

swakenod inoa lamblike temper when

culled at eleventhirty

At midnight he corzmitted an act of
burglary, calinly and with determina- |
ticn breaking his way into the house
of Seneca Tritte through the area win-
dows and busament, |

In this nefarlous business nothing |
hindered and none cppesed him. Dt |
for n single Heghted window in the up-
per tier (but not, he neted, the window
to Rose's bedehamber i and one or twao

|
lights which he found burning dim in

the kitchen ofMices and other servants’
guerters on the lower floor he would
have thought the hounee empty. The
gllenes of pn abandoned place ine
formed it all=below the Upper story

flut he was nol to be satistied with
guch negative evidence: he axplored
the dwelling minutely, room by room, |

tary hy st poassing with litle In.

terest through apiartments by every

dirn dedicated to the tendency of his

mortal eoemy, intent on otie object

only—to find Rese Trine, that one

womun whom he loved, or glae make
re g not there

He negotiated that Iast flight of
¢l led to the topmost fioore

2ith extranordinary steas'th,

fleps wh

advised

Noreto b ound, or rather a 8ark
{ sustained sound=, which had there
fare been &t lible to him. Passibly

they had no | then existed; poseibl
the man servant wiom he found snor

N S

Shook Out a Trey of Hearts.

Lo every jump

Backing off. Alan took a short run,
with a leap, and flung himself
force egainst the door, hls ehoulld
striking n poist nearest the lock. \With
a splintering crash ft Lroke Inward

cleared the prostrate body of the guard

Without  dignits or decorum
snrawled on all fours lnto the prescace
of Judith Triue

“} Ir. Law!™ she cried, with a
mocking nod, “always disappointed! |
'y 20 truly | am!”

“0h, spare me JOur sarcasm !1»‘
begged  resentfully. “IUs  ridiculoos

enough, this whole mad basiness—

“But | am not sarcastie,” she insist
ed with such sineerity that he opened
his eves In wonder. “Delleve me, |
am sorry for once it 18 1 and not Hose
whom you find Jorked up here! ¥or,
you €ee, I am Jocked up, bty way of
punishment—thanks to my having had
plty on you once too often—while my
futher decamps myvsteriously for parts
unknown—"

You don't know

where he's gone,

then T
Do vou™ she asked sharply
“In n general way. Dy speclal traln
i s West r
| ng Hos
The d npon her angor
but quicki it
“He sl this!™ she assever
uted

Your father? | wish him nothing
more nor less than sour enmity,” Alan
ussured her eivilly. But since It
geems that he has gone, and Rose with
him, if voull forgive me, 1 think 1
be going—"

“Alone?"

That one word, uttered with all the
significance that this woman kKuew so
well how to infuse [nto her lone,
checked bim  susplelously on  the
threshold

“Why— yos. "

“You wouldn't care for a companion
du voynge?" she suzgested,

"Oh—realls ! he protested

She held up an arresting hand. “Lis-
ten!" ghe begged,

From the street below came the un-
mistakable rattle of a policeman’s lo-
cust on the sidewalk

“That damned maid;” Alan divined
thoughtfully

'The same,”
ominoug calm
you may
gaway w A

Judith

“Has It struck

apreed  with
vou that
have some troulile getting
i my permission?

“I'm not g0 stupid as not to have
thought of thut,” he

“Then be advised—and take me
with you."

"In' what

coEntored

capacity, ;‘._ . As

enemy or—ally?

“As allv—you're right can't be
friends-—until we overtake that spe-
cial train. Afer that, by your leave,

for myselt”
It's uot such a bad not ha re.
flected: “with vou under my eve, you
can't do mirch to interfers

“If 1 promlge—' she

suEgertied

“I'll take your word,” he agreed slm-
ply. “But veu're In for a lot of hard-
ghip, I'm afraid. The one way to cateh
up with your father Is by aeroplane—
and I've got one walting.”

She nodded intently. “Don't con-
#lder me ag a woman when it comes
to hardship,” she hinted abliguely.

“I've no reason to, going on what 1
know of vou"

“Give me one minute to find my cout
and hat."

In less than that time she was at his
| 8ide in the hallway
| The police entered by the frent door
I as Lthe two crept out of the area win-

dow.

CHAPTER XXXI,
Via Alr Line.
Not ence In the course of the next
sixteen hours but a thousand times
| Alan questioned i(aud, it will readily
be allowed, with all excuses) his san-
ity in permitting himsell to be in-
fluenced to humer Judith's Insistence
and make her a party to this wild
acrial eroascountry dash
f Between whiles the plane flew fast
| and high, cutting a direct line, as the
crow flies, athwart the eastern and
western states
Chicago they raised as a smudge on
the northern horizon about one o'clock
in the afternoon; thereafter some Iit-
tle time was lost In descents to ascer
tain the identity of the many raflroad

| Yandacape

lines that crisscrossed the swimming

Orlv at the third cast did
they sueceed In picking up the line of
the Santa Fe. And it was some hours
later. though still davlight, when they
pirked the spocial train, 8yiug like |

a lnﬂ:l‘..’:; across the le vils,

There was scant room for doubt
that it was the train they sought, Spe-
clals are nol common. Moreover Alan
comtrived with considernble difficulty |
to focus bimoculsrs upon the rear plat- |
form of the car. and caught A fugitive |
glimpse of a whitecoated figure with a I
bleck face that was waiching the bl

| plane in the same manuer, that ls,

with glagsecs

The man in the white coat, Alan as-
sured himself, was positively Barcus.

And hardly had he comforted him-
el with this assurance when his sar
donle destiny struck the motor dumb.

In responge to his look of dashed
fnquiry the aviator merely shook &
weary head and muttered the words:
“Engine trouble.”

Swiftly the earth rose to receive the
volplaning mechanism. Under Coast's
admirable handling it settled down al-

|
|

Escape of Alan and Judith

most without a jar. on the outskirts of
a clty whose name Alan never learned.

For the biplane was barely at a
standstill before he wps out and, reel
{ng with the giddiness that affects men
after leng flights, making his way a8
best he might towanl the managers
eted with a trainyard im-
mediately adjacent to the spot where|
they had come o earth,

Lavigsh disturecment

o "
office conne

of money won
1 r al protestg
that what he demanded wis an 1mpos
elbility, Within twenty minutes, leav-
ing Cogst to follow on when and as
best he miekt, Alun and Judith were
suinning through open country ln the
cab of an enzine running light, with
only elear track between It and the
f];l'\",. !

The several hours that ensued be
fore the rear lights of the special were
brought to view wers noné too many
for the task Imposed upon Alan of
overcoming the scruples of the en-
gineer and fireman,

Anothier minute, and less than fifty
feer separated the two—the special
traln and the light engine, both hur
tling through the light at top speed.

With a word to the engineer Alan
crept out alons the side of the boiler,
with only a greasy bandrail and a nar-
row foothold between himeelf and
what meant death, or something close-
Iy resembling it, should he be shaken
off by the tearing wind and the sway-
ing of the locomotive,

It seemed an hour before he worked
himself up to the coweatecher—now
within four feet of the rear platform
of the epecial

On this last he eould see A woman's
fleure Indistinetly sihouetted against
the light through the door, and beside
her a man in a white coat, clinging for
dear e to the knob of the door—
holding It agalnst the frantie efforts of
some persons Inside to tear It open.

Another hour of suspense dragged
out—or such was the effect—while the
Hght engine with intolorable slowness
bridged thoss four scant foel.

Al length it was feusible to attempt
Hese the eould see her
v face quite plainly now)
[ aver the rail of the car akead,
roaay to jump

His heurt fafled him, It was too
hazardous a risk. He dared not let her
take L

Sanething very llke a shot sounded
from the traln and something very like
a bullet whistled pest his cheek, and
proved the signal for eeveral more.

Strangely, that knowledige steadied
his nerves, Straining forward and
kolding on to a bar g0 hot that It
scorched bis palm, he offered a hand |
to the girl on the rail

Her hand fell confidently into it. She
jumped. His arm wound round her ns
ghe lunded on the platform of the cow-
catcher, He heard her breathe his
name, then hurriedly passed her be-
tween himself and the boller to the
footway at the gide. The filreman was
walting there to help her. Alan turned
his attention to Barcus,

To his dismay he found that tha en-
gine was losing ground. The space
was widéning rapidly as Barcus re
leaged the koob and threw himself
over the rall

By a miraculous, fiying leap, the
man accomplished that incredible feat
and galned the platferm.

him hls way akainst o

An instant later ten feet separated |

the engine from the speciM, as the en-
gineer applied the brakes

And this he did none too soon: for
at the same time Marrophat and an-
other appeared on the rear platform
and opened a hot, but, thanks to the
widening distance, (neffoctual fire.

The engine ground slowly to a halt
as Lthe rear lights of (the special train
swept from sight round & bend

Attorney General Bickett,
the State’s
most gifted orator,will speak
in the courthouse
in Monroe on Monday,
Nov. 2, on public questions.

SEFATArSTEY T 2T SRS T EREE
HAVE YOU SEEN THE

B.& P.POLICY?

ONE DOLLAR buys $50 per month,
with 8500 for Accidental Death,
AA (Classification. Larger or
smaller amounts at proportionate
rates.

CALL TO-DAY, Tomeorrow may be
too late.

We also write Life Insurance in its
most approved forms.

INSURANCE

GORDON & INVESTMENT CO.

Everything in Life, Accident and Fire Insurance.
OI'ERA HOUSE BUILDING, MONRORE, N. O.

(Continued In next jssue.)

Small

Farms.

We have cut the 838 acre tract
at Baker’s into small farms,rang-
ing from 15 to 50 acres. Also
into building lots close to the
Station and schools. Any one
can own one of these small
farms, as the price and terms
are RIGHT.

Monro Insurance & Imvestment
oompany. < s

Office In Bank of
Union Bullding,

The Season’s Smartest Costumes
. F,

The Basque and the
Redingote Polonaise
now the vogue 1n

Pans and New York

EASILY MADE
AT HOME

are accurately described
and beautifully illustrated
in the New Autumn

McCALL
PATTERNS

AND
FASHION
PUBLICATIONS

Now On Sale

Watch the Special
Piece Goods Sales

and make stylish but economical
clothes yoursell. The present
Fashions are easy to drape and
MeCall Patterna inwure the smart.
et styles and a perfect bt

| Get The New McCall Book of Fashions Today
LEE & LEE CO., Monroe, N. C.
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WITH FULL sl
o) DPatterms £
At iy
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Try Our Special Nptic_e_ Column.

This Is the plaee to tell your short business story. What you have
to buy or sell ean he told to thousands of readers for a slight cost
IT PAYS. People look to this column with eagerness to see who Is

bustling. Advertisements are Inserted at the rate of ONE CENT per
word each insertion. Count the words in your adv., and send cash
with copy. Each figure and initial counts a word. No ad, taken

tor less than ten cents, Send copy In as ecarly as possible.

H_ilka_:nine theiﬁbel_on jour ﬁaper. .If behind, move it up!
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