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RETIREMENT OF GERMANS
1S NOW BELIEVED ENDED

Evident That Enemy Intends to Stand
on Old Front Along Hindenburg
Line—Next Few Days s octed to
Reveal Plans of the Opposing Com-
manders,

Washington, Sept. 9. — With the
German army standing today substan-
tially in the positions it occupled be-
fore last March 21, when its greatest
offensive was launched, It appears
certain to officials here that the next
few days will see the plans of the op-
posing commanders revealed,

The statement in the official Ger-
man communique that “our new
lines" had everywhere been oecupled,
is given only one construction here
Apparently it was intended to mean
that the retirement had come to an
end and that the Germans expected to
stop the allled advance along the old
front. In that event, it was said to-
day, the light forces of the French,
British and American armies will
coon reach the defensive position and
subsequent operations quickly will
show how Marshal Foch proposes to
uesail the problem that baffled the
French and British general staffs, the
treaking of this advanced line of de-
fense et up by the enemy on Belglan
snd French soil.

It was evident from today’s reports
that the allied forres were still feel-
ing their way forward carefully
through the rear guard screens of
machine gunners which still cover
many portions of the enemy's present
fighting front. Behind this screen the
Germans were believed to have re-
pecupied the old Hindenburg de-
{enses, which probably have been re-
paired and supplemented.

There I8 a feeling among some of-
ficials that the enemy Is very likely
to signalize his intention to stand fast
by striking back hard at the advanc-
ing French and British forces or even
by an attuck at some other points des-
ignated to relieve preasure rather
than to achieve any decigive result in
the way of capturing towns. It Is
argued that if the German high com-
mand has made avallable a sufficient
reserve force by the great withdrawal
to permit such operations, a limited
drive, possible on the front held by
General Perhsing's army beyond Ver-
dun, might well be thought advisable.

On the allied gide it remains to be
seen whether Marshal Foch plans a
flanking operation on a wide front to
tarn the enemy out of his new lines
and keep him moving back or will
continue to hit at weak spots all along
the front. Opinion here is that the
larger enterprise s the most proba-
ble, since virtually the entire Amerl-
can army & avalllable as a (resh,
hard-hitting force with which to dellv-
er & coup at the breaking of the Ger-
man front.

There ls no doubt that many offi-
cors here regard the days immedlately
ahead as probably the crucial period
of the whole'battle of 1918,

GERMANY'S INHUMAN WaR
ON THE FRENCH UHTLDREN,

sufterings of the Little Chiliiien Have
stiffened the Awerican Soldiers as
Nothing Else Has—=Mrs, smith of

the Franco-American  Comnities

for the Care of Children ot the

Front Gives Pitinble Storvies of Lit.
the Folks Separated From Thelr
Preople,

In the Literary Digest Mrs, Joseph
Lindin Smith and others discuss the
condition of little children found in
the towns that have been in the hands
of the dastardly German troops, These
children are for the most part too
young to realize that the French are
their deliverers, and that all soldiers
are pot alike. Mrs, Smith says:

“Go through village after village
and you will find them looking as if
glant feet had trampled them down,
a8 If huge scissors had ripped open
the fielde. The faces of the people
vou meet look empty, It is as If their
souls had been trampled down with
thelr homes. The devastation is ev-
erywhere; it almost begins to seem
like the normal state, it Is so gener-
al. Come back to America and mo-
tor through our peaceful villages, and
you find yourself marveling not to
see them In ruins, . .. ..

“France is dotted with a multitude
of homes in which the mother, with
the head of the famlily at the front,
perhaps dead, Is struggling to care for
her children and keep the wolf from
the door. These mothers toll early
and late. Some of them have little
patehes of ground which they make
shift to cultivate. Poverty lurks side
by side with them constantly. They
try to keep the family together—to
keep their children with them. Only
under dire necessity will they consent
to part with them. . F0

“The first thing we do when we take
charge of a refugee child s to glve it
a tag, a tag which the ehild must con-
stantly wear, just as a soldier must
always wear his indentification medal,
The tag bears the child's name ane
the name of the place from which the
child last came. Sometimes In the
confugion it is difficult to get every-
thing just right, but so thoroughly
have the civilian and military anthor-
itles co-operated to assist in identify-
ing these little walfs that our commit-
tee, which has taken over the eare of
2,800 such children sinee the war be-
gan, has been able to ldentify all bt
forty of them, and these were from
villages in which the enamy dellber-
ately destroyed the clvilian records,
apparently with the sole purpose of

P

preventing French families from be-
ing reunited.”

“I will tell you hundreds of stor-
iez of children being separated from
their pavents. For instance, there is
the case of two little boys with their
mother were visiting an aunt op the
Belgian border when the war broke
out. The wother went back home ‘o
gee what had happened to the remain-
ing & children of her family. Nelther
she nor the § children were heard
ol again, The aunt disappeared dur-
ing & bombardment, and these boys,
left alone !n the world, came to our
soclely. They have never received
any information from their relatives

“The children from the de-
vastated districts of Belgium and
France come to us in a condition
which the word pitiable does not be-
gin to describe. The cruelly to the
children has most affected our Amer-
ican solders over there. 1 have talk-
ed with American soldiers who could
not restrain thelr tears as they look-
ed at little children in our charge and
saw what the Germans had done to
them. And they did not try to re-
strain thelir tears. Their emotion was
oo deep.

“ *0Oh," cried one of our boys with
whom 1 talked, a boy from a Western
fram, “you'd think they'd take some
one of their size!”

“The wrongs done to the childrea
have steeled the hearts of the Amer-
ienns, with their Allies, for vengeince
—or, rather, retribution. There Is a
day of reckoning ahead.

“Everywhere the American soldiers
are stationed they make friends with
the children immediately. And the
children, the ice once broken, are not
backward. They see in these soldiers
their friends, their deliverers, Most
of the Belgian boys who have come to
ug Hved in the trenches with the Brit-
ish Tommies for months, They had
to live in the trenches to be safe from
the shells that fell in an almost in-
cesgant shower upon the countryside
They have picked up a lot of English
and sing what they consider the Brit-
Ish national anthem. What they sing
Is ‘'Tipperary.

While on a visit to a colony of
Belgian girls I was told that they had
learned a song to sing in honor of my
coming. ‘The Star-Spangled Banner,'
of course, 1 concluded. Altho they
could not be expected to understand
more than perhaps a few words of
what 1 might say, 1 made them a lit-
tle speech, in which I told them how
glad 1 would be to hear the national
anthem of Americs sung so far from
home, The song they sang was ‘Jack
amld P s

“One little ive-year-old boy who,
hidden away in a cellar, had endured
months of the nerve-shattering hom-
bardment of Rhelms came to us o
wreck. One day after six months o
s0 he seemed to be normal again.
One day the colony at which he was
being cared for happened to be with-
In the area of a German air rald,
Bombe fell all around the place. Our
little chap did not seem frightened,
only indignant, Intensely Indignant,
so indignant that he burst lnto a pas-
glon of tears,

“Little eitizen of France,' said one
of the nurses, *why do vou ery?

“ 1 am afrald T will be changed
ngain, now,' he wailed, ‘and then God
will loge track of me.’

“Another little lad was indignant
from another polnt of view— Indig-
nant amnd grieved,

“ 1 didn’t think the Germans would
dare come where the Amerleans
were!" he erled., . . . .

“In one of our eolonies were fifty
Pelginn hoyg so crughed by suffering
that they were always silent, like aged
and broken men. They never Indulg-
ed In any hoylsh play, they never talk-
ed, they never made any noise at all,
They were so silent that a French wo-
man who lived next door came over
one day to see what was wrong—=#he
rouldn't believe there were fifty hoys
in the place, for she never heard any
polse! t wvas Inereditably gad, mad-
ame. That was not the way of boys.
Within three months she made an-
other vigit, this time to protest that
the Loye made such an infernal noiaa
that it was not within human endur-
anece to stand It! 8o wnch fir what
degree of restoration can be effoetad.

“Often for week: after children
have arrived at a colony it Is nut of
the question to have an open five. The
glght Is too heartrending to the new-
comers, It recalls to them with all
the vividness of yecent experience
thelr burning home ur their burning
church, But soon Lhey forget, Youth
i resilient,

“We had one lttle girl who for slx
weeks after coming to vws did not
speak a word. The doctor who exani-
Ined her sald she was normal, bhut
was suffering from fright because of
the horrors she had been obliged to
witness, He predictel a recovery —-
and It eame. One dav she reached
out timidly, seized the hand of the
nurse, and murmured: ‘You cannot
be & Cerman! You' are kind'’

“We have records of boys of four-
teen or over who have sat for weeks
twirling their thumbs, Inert from
horror, speechless, yet in two months
they will have so recovered as to be
able to start to learn a trade, We
have had about sixty arrive In this
abnormal condition, yet only two have
had to be given ovar to the care of
alienists a8 permanently abnormal.*

The German empress, who has been
il for several days, has taken a
turn for the worse, according to =»
measpge re~sived in Amsterdam from
Dusseidorf and forwarded to the Lon-
don Exchange telegraph company.
Henry Ford, Detroit automobile
manufacturer and cholee of President
Wilson for the Michigan senatorial
nomination was nominated by tho
Democrats in the state wide primary

August 27th,

GEN. PERSHING COMMANDS
: MOST OF U. 8. SOLMERS

Over Ninety per cemt of Americans
Overseas are in Fremch Sectors—
Huns are Being Closely Pursued.

Washington, Sept. § — Concentra-
tion of American troops in the Amer-
ican sectors in France ig proceeding
rapidly and General Pershing B#ow

than %0 per cent of the troops who
have reached the other side. This
was revealed Saturday by General
March, chief of staff, who said that
more than 90 per cent of the Amer-
icans now are in the American sectors,

General March made no comment
a3 1o the purpose of this concentra-
tion and added nothing that might in-
dicate his own oplnion as to the
probability that an all-American drive
at the German lines might be Im-|
pending. He did not say, however,
that the custom of brigading néw di-
visions with the French and British]
forces to hasten thelr preparation for
front line duty had not been aban-
doned,

“But as our men NOW  go Over
there pretty well instructed,” he ad-
ded, “the time they stay in the train-
ing camps over there is very much
less,”

General March announced slgo that
the 27th division, previously training
behind the Britizh lines, is now on the
line in Flanders. This wus interpre-
ted to mean that the divislon soon
would be withdrawn to join Persh-
ing's army.

In his review of the battle situa-
tion, General March pointed out that
the Germang are retreating along o
100-mile front from the Arras-Cam-
bral sector to Rheims with French,
PBritish and American troops in close
pursuit.

Officlals reports show that the en-
emy is now 60 miles from Paris at hlg
closest approach to that city, General
March added, while the old Hinden-
burg line, from which the greatest
German effort of the war was launch-
ed last March, stands at the point of
maximium digtance only 10 miles be-
yond the present active front. *“The
pressure which forced this retreat,'
Genernl March said, “came at two
points; the British front between Ar-
ras and Perrone and the Francp-
American sector on the platean of
Soissons.” '
. Reviewing the progress in
tor, General March sald th
thrust toward Cambrai had paused
along the line of the Sensee marshes
and the Canal du Nord with Cambral
only seven miles away and no natural
obstacles impending the road to that
objective, In the meantime, however,
the Hritish crossed the canal farther
south and swept forward yesterday
and today toward the Hindenburg
line north of 8t. Quentin,

Of the thrust by the French and
American forces, General March said:

“The Franco-American drive across
the platesu north of Soissons directod
against the fank of the Chemis des
Dames, after a week of severe fight-
ing, forced the enemy to fall back
without further resistence from the
Vesle, Our allied forces crossed the
Vesle-Alsne rvidge and reached the
Asne river on a 10-mile front lust
night."

Further evidence of the drain on
German manpower during the ighting
of the lust few monthe reached Wash-
ington today in official dispatehes,
which quoted captured enemy docu-
ments,

Numerous German battalions now
are composed of three companies in-
stead of four, It was sald, as reserves
were not available to keep four com-
pany units up to necessary strength.
In this process of consolidation, 40
German reglments are sald to have
been wiped out entirely.

It also is stated that the men of the
German clags of 1919 are rapidly dis-
appearing and those of the 1920 class
must be drawn on to fill gaps.

The dispatches note the military ef-
ficlenoy of the class of 1920 s very
low as the boys are exhausted by un-
derfeeding before they Jjoined their
regiments, The dispatches also say
that the actual monthly arrival of
American troops In France Is equal to
fully one-half of the German annusal
recruitment. -

UNION COUNTY WILL RAISE
WAR SBAVINGS HONOR FLAG

Ex<Congressman Robert N. Page to
Muke the Princlpal Address—Large
Attendance is Desired.

Col. F. H. Fries, State Director of
the N. ¢, War Savings Committee, has
designated Saturday, September 21,
as N. C. War Savings Honor Flag
Day, Ob that day an honor flag will
be presented to Union county by the
State War Savings Committee for its
100 per cent efficlency in the recent
pledge drive. The government urges
every man, woman and child in the
county who has either purchased War
Savings Stamps, or pledged to buy
them later, to attend this county-wide
patriotic rally at Monroe, Ex-Con-
gressman Robert N, Page will bo pros-
ent on that oeccasion and deliver the
principal address, It {s useless to re-
mind you of the fact that Mr. Page
is an eloguent and foreaful speaker,
Let everybody who possibly ecan at-
tend this celebration and make It a
red letter day in the history of U'nlon

county.

R. A, MORROW,
Chm. Unlon Co. W. 8§ Committes,
T. L. Riddle, Publicity Manager,

Mr. J. C. Foard has returned home
after spending some time with his
daughter, Mra. J. H. Cunningham of
Knoxville, Tenn.

has under his direet command, mm}“

AN AMERICAN FLYER
DOWNS FIVE AIRFPLANES

Ldeut. Chamberlain of Marine Corps
Scatters German Squadron of 12

' Machines While on Furlough— Rec-
ommended for V. U, and Congres-
sionul Medal.

First Lieut. Edmund G. Chawmber-
Han of San Antonio, Tex., a graduate
Princeton and the uvuiversity of
Texas, and an aviator attacted 1o Lhe
United States marine coips, has re-
eeived simultaneous recommendations
for the Victoria cross and the congres-
slonal wedal of houwor for un exploit
im which he figured on July 25, On
that day over the Liritish tront Lieut,
Chamberlain took part In an aerial
battle with 12 German machines. He
destroyed five of them, damaged two
others, and, sweeping earthward with
& dumaged plane, scattered » detach-
ment of German soldiers, Atter land-
ing he bluffed three others into believ-
Ing his compass was a boub and cap-
tured one of thent, He then carried
a wounded Freuch officer back o
sulety and finally refused lo give his
panme to the Eritsh officer in com-
mand of aerial forces In that section
of the 1ront, berruse of s fear of be-
ing reprimanded,

The story, which ig one of the most
thrilling chapters in the didua of the
wir, algo has been cabled to America
by the London officer of the commit-
tee on public Information.

Licut. Chamberlain appeared at a
British aviation camp on July 27 and
informed the major in command that
he had personal, but not olficiul, per-
mission to visit the camp. This s
borne out by the young man's superi-
or, who says that Lieut. Chamberlain
had nsked to be perwitied to go up
near the front during a furlough, be-
cause he desired to get some more ex-
perience before resuming his work.

The Britigsh commander was in need
of aviators and &s there was a bomb-
ing squadron about to jeave told Lieut
Chamberiain he could go along, On
this night the youngAmerican brought
down one German airplane in flames
and sent another whirling down out of
control.

The next day came Lieut. Chamber-
laln’s wonderful exploit,

He wag one of a detachment of 30
aviators who went out over the battle

; fleld through which the Germans were
ww driven by the allies. As the 30
o

inxehines olreled about over the flee-
ing Teutons they were attacked by an
equal number of German machines. It
was u hurricane baftle from the first
and almogt at the inception of the
combat the British lost three planes

In the tempest of machine gun bul-
lets that roared about his machine,
Lieut. Chamberlain’s engine was dain-
aged, One of his machine guns
became jummed, and he geemed to be
out of the action,

But Instead of starting for home,
he remalined te offer assistance 1o (wo
other alrplanes, which had been al-
tacked by 12 German machines,

Hix machine had to stop owing to
englne trouble, but when he was at-
tacked by a German, e opened such
i hot fire thut the enemy went into a
dive toward the ecarth.

Hig two compunions were now en-
gaged In o Ufe and denth struggle and
Lient. Chamberlain went to their s
gistance. IMis wetion probably saved
the livee of the two Englishmen,

His engine wug now working bettar,
He ellmbed up toward the enemy and,
with & burst of fire, sent one of them
crashing to the earth, A sscond was
shattered with another volley from
his machine gun. Then Lieut. Chame-
berlain lopped off @ cordon of enemy
Imachines which had gathered (o
finigh him and, as %e smiled away, he
ghot the wing off another German -
chine,

The leader of Lhe Germipa sguadron
came stralght at him, but was met
with snch u tors ol of buliets toat his
alrplane joined tne others sent o
carth by the Amencan,

e lientenant {~en tuined for the
Lrit'sh line, His engine nad ' gone
dead' and he wis foreed to volplane,
carefully picking |is way through tne
smicke clouds of shells fire1 at him
by the enemy's anti-aireraflt cannon.

Ar he made a wide sweep toward
hia destination, ne¢ saw bepeath him a
cojumn of Germaa trovps and into it
he poured o gust o' machine gun bul-
lets from the gun which had been
jenimed, but whica he had sueceeded
fn juriting into retien again.  The
(~erinang scattered and Lieut. Cham-
beriain flew on fof an elghth of a
m'le and came Lo earth.

Iie found that he could not carry
oft tke eguipment of his achipe, g0
I tock his compass and started run-
ning across the fivids, As he did so
e «ncountered a yu 1ol of three Ger-
mans, He shoutel v tham Lo surven-
dar, waving a compass drove his heed,
like a bomb, Two of the eneay ran
and the thivd sur vndeied,

The American star e azain for the
P liigh lines, but cams upon a wound-
ed Fiench of ficer, whom he pickod up
watl carried, driving Lis prlsoner
fors him. He wadsd a brook undes
Benty five and' find'© avrived withio
the British lines in safety with tne
Prech officer and the Gearoun prie-
oner.

He then reportel “ready for duly,”
asked the major in rommanid of the
British airmen nai to wake any re-
port of the affair and refused to give
his name. The major was unable to
keep the affair quist and the full Je-
tails were made ¢ part of his officlal
report of the day's fighting

Listt. Edmund G. Chamberlain was
born June 14, 18581, at San Antonin,
Tex, He wae educated at Princeton
and in the university of Texas. During
the period when American troops
were grouped along the Mexiran bor-
der, he did sccuting duty along the

Rio Grande. He became a 2n

tenant of the marine corps on

1, 1917, and was promoted
lieutenant on July 1, 1518, Belore
being assigned to aviation duty, he
served at Philadelphia, Mioeola, N. Y.
Lake Charles, La., and Miawi, Fla.
He was officiglly reported to have
been engaged in 15 bombing raids
over the enemy lines, according 1o an
sonouncement made at Wasehington
on August 21.

HOW GENERAL FOCH MADE
HIS ENTRY INTO ITALY.

Firt Officer to Recognize Him Found
Him Carrying Load for lalian Boy
soldier.

{Rome Dispatch.)

The following story Is golpg the
rounds of the newspupers in Jtaly:

The Italians—influenced by devil-
mage rumors—were still  retreating
before their German-Austrian “'kam-

erads."
The British and French troops
poured into Italy, commanded by
Foch,

At once the ltallans began to make
soue sort of a stund.

An Itelian boy soldier, loaded down
with & heavy bag of supplies, was
climbing a stecp path. No horse or
automobile conld make it; evervthing
must go on mea's backs

The young Italian was very tived.
The load was teo much for him, but
he kept plugging ahead,

He heard a footstep. A lrisk old
man, dressed in the horizon blue of
France, came up beside him,

“Pretty heavy load for you, son,"
said the old Frenchman, speaking
Italian.

“Oui, m'sien,"” agreed the son of
Italy, speuking French to be court-
COus,

“Let me give you a hand,” sald the

told French soldler, and he seized the

heavy bag nnd threw it over his own
shoulders, and the soms of the two
Latin nations kept climbing, After a
time the man in horizon blue said,
“Let us rest o minute,” and they sat
down beside the path.

Soon gome Italian general staff offi-
cers appeared—aone of them heing on
the king's personal staff, Of course,
the two soldiers by the roadside came
1o thelr feet to salute the high offi-
CEIS,

But the Itallan officers stopped.
The one who belonged to the king's
personal stafl &jaculated one word:

“Foch."

That's who it was—Foch, “Le Pa-
tron,” which is French for the “big
bose"

He had been caught acting lke a
conymon human being. But it didn"
faze him. He didn't forget that he
Is Le Patron. He ealuted the Itallan
high officers stiffly, threw the bag on
his shoulders again, and with the
Italian soldier beside him protesting
volubly, those {wo started up the path
again,

Pretty safe sort of a man, Foch,
eh?

Protty pood sort to have charge of
our boye who go “over there.”

BAKER IN FRANCE AGAIN
TO VISIT AMERICAN ARMY

Official Inclndes Gen, Gorgas

Amd A DL Byan — Went (ver on

Party

Himselt With Alrplane situation.

Washlngton, Sept. &, —The war de-
partient today announced the arrival
in France of SBeeretary Baker, accom-
punied by an official party, including
Jolin D. Ryan, asgistant secrvetary In
charge of ajreraft, and Major General
Gorgas, surgeon general of the army.

Mr. Baker and his party made the
trip on an army transpoit which car-
ried its usual quota of soldiers to
Frauce, Before leaving this country
the war secretary sald the personnel
of his party would make plain the
purpose of his second visit to France
and that he hoped the trip would not
keep him away from the United States
for a very long period.

It is understood that Mr. Ryan went
abroud for the purpose of familiariz-
ing himself with the airplane situa-
tion oversens and to inspect the fac
tories engaged in bullding planes for
the American army, Surgeon Gen-
eral Gorgas will inspeet the American
army hospitals overseas,

Brigadier General Frank T. Hines,
chief of the embarkation serviee, who
also accompanied Mr, Baker, will visit
the American ports of debarkation In

France to acquaint himself with
facilities and conditions In those
places.

Lieut. Col. George H. Baird, mili-
tary alde to Mr., Baker, algo is In the
gecresary’s party,

This is Mr. Baker's second visit to
the American army in France, Sev-
ern] months ungo he spent some time
abroad inspecting the ports at which
American troops and supplies are
lnnded; the linegs of communication
hetween those norts and the army at
the front and the aray [tself

Most of Washington's 20,000 auto-
mobiles were kept in their gnrages. A
senator who appeiared on Peansyl-
vania avenue motoring towards the
capitol was stopped by a polleeman
and gquestioned apbout the urgency of

his business,
Herbert C. Hoover, the United
States food administrator, has heen

nwnrded the Audiffret prize of $3000
by the French academy of moral and
political sefonce, The prize was
awarded to Mr. Hoover for his gerv-
lees as food administrator in Bel-
glum and the conquered territory of

France,

Transport—Ityan Will Familiarize

FRENCH PORTS JOYFULLY
WELOOME AMERICAN BOYS

Little Children Shout “Vive Les Am-
ericans" —Great Receiving Point in
Overseas Republic Not Afrald Am-
evicans Came to Take Possession
and Settle Down as Huns Sald.

Awerican Port, Western Fraoee,
July 31.— (Qorrespondence of the As-
soclated Press. )—In no section of
France are the people more enthusi-
agtic over the coming of Americans
than at this great receiving port for
Awerican soldiers, German propa-
gandists at first spread the idea that
the Americans were coming to take
possession, settle down and stay; but
all this now has passed.

Along the country rouds, the pass-
ing of Amertcans is the signal for a
demonstration, with peasant children
seattering Nowers and cheering “Vive
les Amerlcans.”

It has required much diplomasey on
the part of the American command-
ere, ndlitary and naval, to preserve
and develop the international splirit
among all the foreign and native ale-
ments.

Now the central square of the port

has been renamed “Plice President
Wilson.” On the two national holi-
deys, July 4 and 14, all combinad to
do honor to the American commund-
ers and Amerleans, presenting them
silken flags and flowers and bronze
satues,
The =oclalist political element s
strong in  these parts, and this too
has required tact on the purt of the
American commanders. When a re-
cent buffet supper was given, It was
arranged that French and Ameéricans
ghould be represented by all branches
of their service, privates as well us
ufficers, in the true spirit of democra-
ey and social equality. And so each
glde gelected as guests 10 officers, 10
pon-commissioned officers and 10 pri-
vates, It was the same for the navy
The English also came in, officers and
men on the same basis,

And thus this international gather-
ing of social equality was carried out,
Atierican, French and British gener-
alg and admirvals mingling familiarly
with American bluejackets and sol-
diers and French and British tars.

There was no patronizing spirit of
the higher ranks over the lower, but
a real getting together in a common
work in which all ranks were doing
their part. :

The mayor of the dly was deepi
impressed with this manifestation N
which the new-comers from Americ
took the lead, and the venerabl
French admiral, an officer of the ol
school, proved himself one of the mogh
agreeable hogts of American sailo 3
and marines. -

There have been some huge prols
lems to work out in making this sue
an effective American recelving point.
At first there was no (resh water ex-
copt from a few uncertain springs.
With hundreds of thousands of sol-
diers on the way here o safe and sure
water supply was lmperative.  Soon
there will be a reservolr storing Gty
willion gallons, capable of supplying
the army, the American noval ships
and trangports, and the port lsell, for
one month if not a drop ef rein falls.
Besides divect malns  to (he army
eampe, there wre 128neh mains leaa-
Ing right to the with con-
nection to our destrovers and ship-
ping In the hambor, pumping [resh
witter 1o shipg at #=on

On Lhe water front one notices
that the hig Americatt  warehoysos
are covered with strunge hyeroglyph-
es.  These it turns out wre shipplog
addresces and crate markines, as al
the lumber in this array of bulldings
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i# from crates snd  boxes  bringing
army s=upplies.  Some of these crates
carrying cars were lmmense, with

planking and neavy timbers. Every
board and beam was saved, for lam-
ber is very searce here, and even the
nille were drawn and saved. And oot
of this waste lumber and nalls have
arvisen most  of  these mammouth
buildings marked from end to end
with shipping addresses,

Besldes the immense work of re-
celving troops and supplies direct
from America, this is headquarters al-
so for the channel ports, through
which other streams of troops and
supplies pour in from Epgland whem
the first arrvival from Americn is made
al Liverpool or other English ports.
Thus two streams are pouring in here,
one from the west, the other from the
north, both merging and moving ror-
ward in one united stream to the
fighting front

Along the sea front one gets an (denr
of the vastness of the work going on.
On the docks and In the outer harbor
the debarking of troops and supplies
goes steadily forward. Four American |
transports just (n are tormer German
ships, one of them s Trans-Atlantie
liner, three others freight boats, On
the land side huge warshouses are ris-
ing, with pegro, Chinese and German
prisoner labor clearing great tracks of
groupd for the miles of bulldings
gteadily advoneing, Warehouses are
bulging with war material, and on the
open gpacer vise mounntaing of barbed
wire nnd ordnnnee dtores and acre on
acre of cars and cranes and conl all
the viart machinery and materinl of
WHITRre

It {2 very evident this i= no passing
construction meant for a day, for the
vastness ond completenese of this war
machine make clear that this (s &
preparation which looke for ahead
and provides for eévery sventuality—
not only for the million men now
here, tut for the millions more still to
come.

leve W H. Ball's daughter, writ-
Ing him from England, siates that it is
the opinion of mret peonle thare that

the war will be over by October;



