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CHAPTER L-John Stoart Webster,

ng enginesr, after cleaning up a for-

in Death Valley, Calif, boards &

taln for the East. lie befriends & young

ady annoyed by a masher, thoroughly
trouncing the “pest.’ :

CHAPTER IL.—=At Denver Webster re-
eeives a lutter from Blly Geary, his cloe-
friend dJeary urges him o come 10
brante, Ceniral America, 10 flnanae
apd develop a mining cmim  He decides
® go

CHAFTER
young woman
whko .a’ made & deep Impression an him,
& he Has on her, is alpo on the way W
Sobrante

CHAPTER !V <At Buenaventura, capl
tal of Bobrante, Willy Geary, Ul and pen.
niiess. s living on the charity of “Mother |
Jenkn " Keeper of & dramshop  She re-
colves a cablegram from Lwlores, telling
of h"r coming

[1l. — Dolores Ruey, the
Webater befriended, and

CHAPTER V —Dalores’ father, Ricardo
Ruey, president of Sobrante, had been
killed In & revoluton led by Sarros, the |
Present sxacilive Ivlores, & child of |
eight. was suuggled out of the country
by Mother Jenks and wupporied by ber |
in the United Statea The old woman.

od of Ber occupation and hablis of |
lifte, fears to m Dwolores, wnd sends
- 1o say ahe has gone |

to the United Sta

CHAPTER VI —~Webster, on hin way to |
Bobrants, Is taken Il on the traln, and
9 In a hospltal at New Orleans two

Geary bungles hia mission, Dolo-

res easlly mlnj through his story  She

te Mother Jenks as her friend and

efamor. Geary falls desperstely in
love with the girl

CHAVPTER V11 —Ar New Orieans, while
waiting for the steamesr to Ruspaventura, |
Webster saves the life of 4 young man
who s attacked by two assassing  The

uth teaves Webater without disclosing
Identity

CHAPTER VIIT.<On the steamer Web.
Plar Nrds Hie staleraam oocuplsd by A
oiranger who declares his Intention of
being his cuest to Busnaventura At firs
angered. Webater and the stranger. after
& somewhat forcihle argument, redch an
amicabtle ag=cermant  Wehster recognizes
him as the youth whose Hfe he had saved
the day bwfore though the other does
mot know Wehater

CHAFPTER X —Arriving at Bohrante,
v welcomes Webhster and s Inetru-
mental in helping hin friend's "guest”™
ashores.  The latter i known to Webnter |
e “Andrew Rowers* Geary houses Hm |
&t Mother Jenks'. Wehater gets the (dea
that Ceury and Dolores are 'n love, and |
with the intentlon of giving Geary every
ehance he smllingly contradicts the girl's
statement that thay have met hefore

CHAPTER X, — Wehstar re.slves =
warning conveved hy “Dan Joan Cafe-
taro."” really John J. Cafferty, Isinhman
of good qialities fallen through averindul
Sence n lguaf, that there I a plot to
assarsinate hm. Webnter makes a firm
friend of Cafferty. later, the American
2 Innulied by a Bohrantean army officer
and publicly ridicules him. A challenee
to n Auel I nocepted under wurk stern
cond'tione that the Sobranteans with-
draw it

CHAPTER X!

Wehnter secretly visits

“Andrew Roxers” gt Mother Jenks' He
Jearn® that "Bowers' 8 Itiearde Haey,
pon of the assassinated presllent brothes
of Dalores m He belleves denil) and
that A revolution s contemplated Next

e tells Drolores that her Srother

Webater lonved tn Inve
Shieh he has comm 1t

CHAPTER X11

Wetuter o'ter laoliing
1t over dAocides ta it ki whale fariane
into the mine He sende RUly Geary th
the TTniten Btates to purchsss the necse
mary eqitpment, adeising bim to marey
Daolores in Muenavent ey hafors ba loqres
Knowing 'hat en [luey can overthivaw
Barros his mine » W confsiatsl Wab
mer agracr ta finances the vanturs o

turning o Mieha entars, he o getanishpd
te And Dwlarea il there ard Zeary an

his way to the Unhted Staien
— . |
CHAPTER X|il.

Janhn Ssipet Wl e e hraln
was the mvposil f n v eonfiiet
Ine emmtiong ns Be hinthe' shnveld
and 4 e ) | ik
flelil elothes 1o g snglt of W | M
r”-,,.,‘r tine hityse f b fiarm l' i

Had RIS sogrpge forciben «him
nt the stotiinnte. with the  pesglt
that he Lind gone hack to the United
Runtos  without  having  sottled  the
question of Dolores” fyrure?  [lad he
proposadd amd been relectisd, o hind

he projnal, lwen neceptsd. and hipd

hiz p'nas for an lmmedinie marringe ==

vetoed Ly Dolines

In elther event, why had Bliy

least you were when BRIl met yon
and fell In love with yon—and | know
that boy =0 well | was convinesd, aft-
er mecting yon, that his future hoppl
ness and yours wonld best be cons |

served If vou married him. | reallze
this I8 & most unusual  converss:
tlon —"

“Quite 1o he expected of an unusunl
moan, Caliph, And [ do not think you
were one bt presumiptucus. It was
wonderfully dear of you, and 1 am
profonmdly grateful that Billy and |
have such a troe, uoseifish friend, |
whose first thought I8 for our happl- |
ness.  Of course, you reslize how bad
J felr to think | couldn’t aceede (o
Rills's plan, Billy's such a dear, it
qu'te hroke my heart o disappoint
him, but a little rempornry unhappi-
ness will not ruin BIlly, will it? It
makes me feel blue to ik abont it
Caliph.”

“Naot at all. nat at all, Mies Ruoey.
Bl ts one of the Impoleive, whirl-
wind kind, op In the clouds teday
and down In the slough of deepond
tomorrow, He'll survive the shock. |
However, I'm gind to know sverything
will come out ail right. Beelng yow

-

T —

Author of “Cappy
Ricks,” “The Valley

B.Kyne

falled to leave a note for him ar 1.«
Hotel Mateo, or malled him & e
1o the Globo de Ore at San Miguel e
Padun, advisinghim of the change In
the plan of action outlined for Lim by
Webster?

In the simpiieity of his singte-heart
ed devetion Webster was puzzisd to
understund how any woman in her
right mind could fail to fell in love
with Billy Geary, A man he was, from
heels to hair, and a man with pros
pects far above the avernge, To Web
ster's way of thinking. the girl who

| married Billy might well count her

self fortunate,

Dolores greeted him with unafMected
plensure,  *Well. Caliph!™ she sald,
Just that. It wade Webster sensible
of a feeling of having returned to her
after an abisence veurs
“I'm so glad to see you, Miss Ruey™
he replied, and adided baldly, “par
ticulurly since 1 didn't expect to”

she knew what her reply would lead
to; nevertheless, with that dis<imula-
tion whivh cun only be practiced In
perfection by a clever and beautiful
wilnan, she aiswersd with equal bold.
“Indeed! Pray why?'

“Well, for a pretty good reason, |
think, A few weeks
Iultig Bill's eoncession very thorough-
Iy, 1 told him he wias a potentinl mils
llonalre, Now, while 1 disclulm any
appenrancs of hragegndoclo when John
Stunrt  Webster, K. M., mnkes any
tilne owner n report ke that, he 18
apt to be taken very serfously,  Amd
huving mode Bill & potentinl million-
alre and archanged to glee him thres
or four months' vacntion baeck* home,
I hind & notlon be'd present to you a
very svalld reason why you should ae
company him."

“Yiou nee very frank. Caliph”

Thut's hecnnze Pmoeurions,  He ind
A certitin drenm, wnd 1okl e abont It
and [ odld my Hitle bost to muke It
come trie”

1 think 1 understand, Caliph It
would be very difienit, T think, for
nuyhody 1o meel DBilly without heing
mttracted toward him,  He's
the dewrest, most fovable hoys i the
the
hotior of ssking e to wmarry bl
llll'rl'

“Well,

She smiled) m

on forcing rhe

af severil

Ness

one of

slgnnl
So

wirld=—and he A do e

i
i why ldn't you¥"
his blynt ins
noniter

RIonee
Sy Fur

“Well, and Why Didn't Youl"

of excellent reasons, Caliph. In the
first ploce. he wanted we to marey

Wi Domesdbofely—<aml T wasn't regly

r

UdIEL

LUCKY STRIKE
eiadiny stng

‘® L. %

20, after exam-

te lemve Sobrante, while Blly was
Indees!, 1t was highiy pecvssary thast
he should lvave lmmediately, for the
snke of his health, and [ had Blly's
interest atl heart sufficlently to Insist
upon It You seem to forgel that

when a girl marries she must mkei

somie preparation for the event. amd
If she has any close relatives, such as
a brother, for instance, she ilkes to

have that relative present at the cere- |
wony. You will recall, Callph, that !

1 tiave a brother and that you have
premised to introduce me to him very
shortly.”

“fy Judas, I pever thought of that
Miss HRuey,” the repentant Webster
answersd
ing of anybody’s interest o this mat-
ter but Ri's"™

“Not even of mine, Callph?" re

“In fact, 1 wasn't think- |

promchfully.

“That goes without saying. Could |

have done ansthing nleer for you than |

fix It for Bill so he wounld be in post |
ton to marry you?! Here you are
practically slone In the world—at |
here guve me a momentary  chill}
1hnﬁ.ght 8 cog hod -|I.|,||-r-1 wonriew hiere,
50 1 helped myself o Coplil's license |
and asked, A man canpot learm very
wuch frimm & woman unless he asks
queations, can he? | mean on the sub-
Ject of love”

She smiled u Nitle, wistful, knowling
smile. “No, Caliph,” she answered se
rlougly,  “somvhow  the Master of
Things ondalosd that on the subject
of Jove man must do all the tiking” |

“Yes, hu® on the othee hand, wom- |
an has the Inst word—as gsunl, How- |
ever, the only thing 'n your cnse and
Biliv's thut worrles me is the thonght
that since BRIl left his maznet behind |
ke will be drown back here hefore he
Is In the kind of shape, physieally, |
that 1T want him to bhe in hefore he |
relleves me on the Job so 1 can go
nwny.™

“Da ot worry on that paint, Oa-
Hph, T nm ovour ally thers: betwesn
us bth T think we ean munage him.*™

“Fine business!  And with those
fow kind words we'll dismi== William
untll vou care 1o thlk nbout him agaln,
although If you're as deep In love As
Bl son’ll not stay off the subject
very long.  Hope you haven't been
Into uiisohind.”

*1I haven't been (dle, T've made sev-
eral dressos for Mother Jenks and
done & ot of fancy work and begun
the stwdy of wy mother tongue, 1
mr hrother shonld hecome president
of this country, It would {1l heemne his
glster not to be ahle to apenk Spanish,
By the way, Billy tokl me vou were
guing to remaln up In the hills quite
n while yet. What brought you back
to town so s ¥

“Expected 1'd have some frelght are
riving shortls” :

“llow long will you rema'n In Bue
naventurm ™

Conslidering the fact that he was
no longer subject to temptation, sinee
the ohipet of hlg tempiation was naw
definitely promissd to his felend, BHI-
Iv. Wehstep h‘ll"‘l'“‘_" deelildd to P
i Gt e potitien!  atmosphere
slimb! he cleared, althongh prior to
Kt convesstion with Dalores he had
eherishio] g definite plan to go back
to the hitls within 48 howes,

‘' golng ek, “he replipd sober
Iy, "after T have Kept wmy proinise
nnd  intradues) von tao vone hirother
In the govemment palice. T T ean- |
not intraduee him to you there, the t |

e to onr minkng concession will bhe
elomdd, In whieh svent [t will not he |
necsssary for Billy or wvself to fuss

with 1t further”™
Hé relategl to her e
glennd from bep brothee

revionsiy,

Infornuntion
two days

“It's no yee for an Individun! 1o
fizht o govertiment despot Ih conrets
cemiralled hy the Intter™ he eopelgd- |
e, “Your brother must win and des |
poe the Sgrros: then with the title
to the praperty certifled by the gov-
ernment ns withont a flaw, [ may dare |
to spend S5O0 develonng 1"

“And If my brother dovsn’t win?

“1 may never hnve appartunity
to presont yon to him We winstn't |
he squenmish ahout thic mutter, Ml
LTS I 't turn the
irick, he g0 the way of his fa-

ther, unless e 1o et out |

Rieardao  w)iw
mny
lier ity M
of the congptre™
silent, diges
alternative, “As 1 ynle
Caliph, ieands hnjss
olution when he steikes e first hlow,™

“l think sny  Rienrdo
hopws to tuke Sarros by surprise, bot-
tle the eity garrlzon up In the ouars
tel amd the government palnee and
there biestege them.  Having secured
nominel control of n scaport, he enan
import arme and gmmunitjon; alse he
ean recrult openly, and at his leisare
hunt dGown the outlying garrfsna The
Snrrow erowd doesn't suspiet s pres-
ence In Soheante, and by a quick, sav-

uhle to Jerk
‘nt up by the

Rl Witk ng this grim
wnil I, then,
win his rev.

wo. [ dare

fnge stroke he shoulid |
this one-horse govern
heels In Jig time—particalarly sinee
the elthonrey fool no lovalte toward
the Surivs reglme and are only kept
In subjection through fear and lack
of a leader, I'm golng ta play Riear-
do to win: If he Isn't killed In the
opening row, for I'm certain he'll lend
“hfs ment !

“l dare may he In greatly llke his
father—not afraid to die for his coun-
try,” she replied presently. “1 am |
glnd to be here when he tnkes that
rlsk *

“Oh, but you mustn't he hers,” Web- i
ster protested,

“Why !

“Recnuse therell be strest fghting)
—probubly of a desperate character, )
and | understand your countrymen g0 |
rather war-mad and do things nol
sanctioned by The Hagpds tribunal, If
there's n steamer In port at the time
Fil put you ahoard her until the ln'mi-l

e decided. I'm going to see Ricar
do tomorrow night and learn the de
talls of his plan of enmpalen; after |
thut ' be able to aet Intelllgently.”

- - - ] - - Iul
Kirardo Ruey, with Dr, Pacheco and
Colouel Camaveo,s were ¢ngaged In

copsulintion when Jack Webster, hav-
ing left the Hotel Mateo via Lis hed-
roonn Window in onder to aveld pos
sible esplonage and made his way to
Kl Buen Amigoe on fool, was n~|
pourced hy Mother Jenks, The three
conspimtors grevted him Joyousty, as |
indessl  they should. for his loyal
fricudship had thus far been one of |
thelr priocipal bulwarks

“Well,™ Webster Inquired, afrer
greeting them awd earefully closing
the door behind him, “here | am In
twennventurn, marking time and. ke |
Mr. Miecawber, waiting for something |
to turii ap* |

“You will not be required to wnlt
tang ™ Colone! Coraveo assured h'm
“Thonks te your Kindly offices, the
trofe 1e alreedy halted™

“tir feiend. Huey. han, sincg onr |
fr=t mesting, Mnsisted on dispensing
with my consent when using me o

Mz enterprisen,  Colonel
Strange teosav 1 hiave beep unable to
termte b for lis spudence, | was
down st Leber's warenouse this after |
noen,  You have esough rosd-making |
toals consigned to me there to bulld
a pretty fale highway to the gates of |
the govermment polace, 1 should say.
I hepe you have all pondered the re
sult to me, #2n innocent bystander, If
yvour enemivs should take a notion to |
upen ofe of these cases of shovels”

Colonel Cararveo favored him with o
beulgnant smile. *“You forget, my
friend, that 1 am second In command |
In the Intelligence  departinent, and
that during the ahsence of your par
tleutar friend, Raoul Sarros, o New
Orloans, 1 am fArst in command, Sipee |
I aiready Know what those cases con
taln, paturally 1 shall not take the
trothile o Investignte”

*Well, that's a comfert, Colonel”

“You hiave Investignted yvour mining
sopeession, Webster? Rieardo Ruoey
askel =

“Yon bet™

*“What dfd yon fAnd?™

“A couple of millions In sight®

Ricardo shook his head slowly, Tt
& ot In slght, old man.” he reminded 1
Webster, “Without our ald—anid you |
cannot have our ald unless our revo-
lution 1s suceessful, when you shall
have It freely—your milllone are,
most positlvely, not tn kight. If you
want those mllllons, friend Wehster,
there & hut one way lo get them—
and that Is to clese your eyes and
plaxy our game to the limit, I wonder
If you'd go further—abont $40,000 fur- |
ther, to be exnet” [

*“1 might, but I never go it blind for
& wii Ilke that. What's your tron-
e

“The Individnal In charge of the
funds of the revolutlonary junta in |
New Orleans was murdered Inst night ;
the funds were deposited to his cred-
it as agent in A certaln hank, and he-
fory the Juntn enn obtain legal pos-
sesg'on of them snealn the peychologl- |
eal time for thelr uge will have passed,

“We huve a steamer charterwd, and
20 men, whose husiness it ts to Aght
under uny fAng at &5 gold per day
und oo questlons axked, are now mnrk-
Ing time op the 1sle of Moes, off the
const of Cuba, waiting for our stenims
er to ol for thew and land them,
with thelr rifles and amiunition and
sl Thanylimeter fleld guns and some
eplid-fiee Muxims, at San Brino, spme
18 mlles yp the copst from lepe, '

“The guns and munitions are now
In Tampw, having heen shippaml to our
agent there on sight deaft, with bill of
lndding attached ; the stepmer is chnr-
tered nndd en moute to Tampn from
Norfuls, Va, and we must pay the
owners L1000 the day she begins tnk-
Ing on her eargo, and $10.000 hefore
unlogds It on  lighters at San
Iruno,

“We must also pay A0 men one
month's pay in advanes—that is, 80,
(M) we cnnnot meet this expense and
still ke up thatr sight deaft now
uwulting our attention In the bank at
Tupa,

“ln return for this faver ta the pro-
vislotml government of Sobrante, you
shw!l bave the note of the provisional
government, signed by the provisional
prosident, myself, and the provisional
ciublnet, Dr. P'ncheco, Colonel Cara-
veo, umdd two ather gentlemen whom
you will meet In due course unless In
the Intetim they shouid be Killed, And
s n bonus for saving this country
fromy 0 brotnd dletator, who s plllag-
Ing it resources for hf; personal prof-
It, you shull have a deed of gift to
that mining concession you and your

remnte

she

' friend, Geary, are so desirous of work-

Ing; wlso the ttle shall be certified
hy the government and the Supreme
court of Sobeante and ahsolutely se
cured 1o you against future aggres-
slon In the event that the new rogime

#Teli Me Your Plan of Campaign™
in o Wl M aler & e

|

N

, to full back on the city, only to find |

| of the wellknown wolf of

! the

date. Also you harve mvyv profeund
gratitude and that of my people” |

“Tell me your pian of campaipn” |
Wehster sugrested.

“In a seerel rendesious o the
mountaine 1 have 1% picked men— |
my father's veterans, They are armed |
with modern rifles nnd machetes The |
nltrate company, which has hoen sul- |
fering from heavy export dutles
posedd by Sarros, has loaned wwe afl the !
rolling stock of the rallread for one
pight. It will he wobilized st San
Miguel de Padun by next Sarurday
night: my troops will arrive lute the
ratne aftermoon and entraln at once

“In the Intertm all telephone nie
telegraph communications with [lve |

anventura witl be severed. The night |
previogs our steamer will have din-
charged her carge of men aud wunl |
tlons at San Bruno: a chain of oot
pusts will at once be estah!ished and
all communieation with the capial |
will be shut off,

“On Saturday night. also, the Con- |
solidates]l  Frult company's steamef, |
La Estrellitn, will moke port with 3 |
Amerfeann In her steernge. These
men will be road-makers and miners |
mported by ME J 8 Webster, and
in order to make certaln that they
will come, you have already ordered
them by onble. We hawve lmn:ﬂl'
with the port doctor to give La Es- |
trellita o clean bill of health the very |
night she arrives, Hence the ship's |
anthorities will nt be susplelous, 1|
hope. when we remove our men after |
dark and house them In Leber's ware |
house, where they will spwened the night !
unpucking those spades, pleks and
ehavels of yonrs and getting the fac
tory grease off them.

“At 4 o¢liwk in the morming -
ous cltirens of Sobrnote, with pebel
Hon In their bhearts, will begla to mo
bitize nt Leber's warehouse, where |
they will be lssuwl rifles and ammunl
tion and where they will walt until |

, the netion s openest to the south by

the detuchment from San  Bruno, |
which, having warched from Sen l!nh;

- no the night before, will have arrived |

outside the eity, and will be awuliing
the =ignal frem me, [ will attack
from the west—oeautionsly, |

“Now, there are 5,000 government |

tonments on the outskirts.  These can- |
tonments are to be rushed and set |
nfire; 1 figure that the confusion of |
our sadden attack will ereate n rlol—
purticulurly when 1 do something that |
Isn't very popular as a8 war feature |
down this way, aud that is charge— |
and keep on eoming. !

“The government troops will sllﬂ"

themselves flanked by a fierce anll-
lery fire from the San Brune contin
gont: the troops from the arsenal, lhp[
punrds at the palace and the Fif
teenth reglment of infantry, now sfa-
tloned &t the Cuartel de Infanterin
tixt the government palace, will hc'
disparched post heste to repulse the
nttack, and 400 men, with the machine
gun company walting In Leber's ware- |
house, will promptly move upon them
from the rear and capture the arsennl.
There are u few thousand rifies and o
lot of ammunition stored these; |1
mige my giess If, g8 soon as the peas
of s cupiure by the rebels sprends
theough the ofty (and [ =hall have
men to spread it), 1 shall not baye 8
fiw thousenid volunteers enger to help
overthrow Sarros,

*Once cut off from the arsonal and
the palace, Surres must fight his way
ont of the eity I order to hove the !
sitehitest ehanee to suppress the rehel
Hon, for he will bave no rofuge in e
elty.  And with the rallrond and all
the rolling stoek In our hands, with
out A counnlssurer for his troops, with.
ot o bose of supplles, even shonld
the government troops fight thele way

" through, they leave the city In my

hands and I'll recryit and arm my men
end hunt them down ke Jack rahlits
at 1y leisure, Ouce let the amsenal
and the palace fall Into my  hands,
once et me proclalm myself provie
fomal presilent, once let the people
know that Ricardo Muey, the heloyed,
llves ngain in the person of his son,
nnd T tell you, Webster, this country
I« suvedd. How do you like my plan
of eampalen?’

“It eoulin't be any hetter If 1 had
plenned 1t myself. You might accept
my suggestion and armor that litte
motor triuck of mine, It arrived on
resieniny's steamer,”

“And some armor sheet stee] with
It—shicot sigel alrendy loop-holed for
the burrels of the two machine guns
it will enrrey " Dr. Pacheco oried joy-
ously,

“Have
Doctor?*

1 hnve—lkewlse an armored shosts
gteel closet for hin to sit In ’\rhﬂ.
chuffeuring”

“How uhout that loan to the pro
vislonnl governnent? Ricarde de
manded pointedly, !

Weblster did not hesitate. Afterall,
what was money to him now? Rilly
had gone nway, his hopes ralsed high,
alrendy a milllonalre after the fasle
lonr of minlng men, who are ever rendy
to countl thelr chicks before they are
hntched, provided only they see the
ogps. Besides, there was Diolores. Full
well Webster realized  tha*  Billy, |
tossed back once more Into the jaws
puverty, |
would not have the conrmge upon his
return to Sobrante to ask Dolores to
ghare hls poverty with him: shou'd
rovolution fall, Ricarmdo  Ruey
would be nn outeast, a huniod man
with a price on his hend, and In o
position to care for his sister. even
shouldt he =arvive long enough to|
know he hed a sister. She wonid |
he alone In the world If he, John ity
art Webster, falled her now-—more
than ever she needed & man's stsstigih
andd alfection to lelp lier npeizite the
tido-rips of life, for Hife td A woman, |
atone and anpooteeted and denesdont

it her Inhor for the brecd she mymt
-

yom provided a chinufeor,

ure of terror and despalr and lonell-
ness. He pictured her through a grim
processional of years of skimping and

[ petty sacrifices—and all bhecanse he,

John Smart Wehster. had hesitated to
lend a dreamer and an idealist a pal-
trr $40.000 without security

No, there was no altersative, [f
his friendship for Rilly wex worth a
son, It was worth S40.000: If his silent,
garequited love for Dolores Ruey wus
worthy of ‘her. no sacrifice on his part
could be too great, provided It guar-
anteed ber happ'ness, ’

“Rulped ngin”™ be sighed. “This
8 only another of those pumerons ne-
easions when the il goes with the

hide. Tlow eoon do yeu want the
money

Ricardo Lulz Ruey lesns forward
and gured very earnestly at Joln Ste-
art Webster. “Do you really trist me
that mgeh, my friend?" he aske] feel-
Ingly. “Remewmber, | am asking you

| for SN0 on falth”

“(Hd sport,” Jolin Stuart “‘rhlt{l‘
answersd, “rou went overboard
Buenaventura harbor and tek &
chance amony those hig, liver-colored,
hammer-headed sharks. And you did
that becuuse you had a canse you
thought worth dying for. I never knew
4 man who had s ecapse that was
worth dylng for who would even es-
pouse a cause worth swindling for,
You win—only | want you to under-
stand one thing, Ricanla: I'm not
doing this for the sake of saving that
mining concession the Rarros govers-
ment gave my friend, Geary, I'm
ahove doing a thing like this for mon-

| ey—for myself. It seems to me I must

do It to guarantee the happiness of
two people | love: My fricnd, Geary.
and the elrl he's golug to marey, 1
refect your promissory note and vour
promize of o deedd of gife for that con-
cesslon, sml aceept only your gratl-

tude.  There are no strings to this
loan, because It Isn't & loan at all
It's & ber. If you lose, 1l help rou

get out of the coumtry and absolve
you of any indebtdness to me, How-
ever, if you shonld win, 1 know you'll
reimburse me from the national treas

*And you do not desire a honus?"
“Nothing that wil' cest the eltizens

| troops |o the eity and In various con- ] of this country ome penny of thelr

heritage. 1'm going te bet this mon-

ey—bet It, understatd, not loan It

However, if you want to be a sport

and grant me a Hitle fuvor In return,
can”

“Fire away.”™

“After 1 give you this money, I
don’t want the doctor and the colonel
to kiss me to show how grateful they
are."

“You wonderful fellow! Jnek Web-
ster, If 1 had a sigter 1 should want
her to wnrry you"

“Show how llitle you'd think of
your slster—stuking her to a sentl
mental Jacknss, Shall 1 cable the
money to New Orleans in the morn-

{ ing?"

“That will do very nleely”

“Tn whom shall I cable the mon-
e

“Send It to the Pleayune National

hank of New Orlenns, with Instroe
tlons to credit necount No, 246 J.
E. P, trustee,  In this lttle game

we are playing, my friend, It Ix saf-
er to deal In numbers and Initlals
ther than names.  The local ecable
office leaks quite regmlariy,®

“Very well, Rleamdo, 'l atterd to
It first thing In the morning, Go to
It and win, or there'll e severnl new
faces whining around the devil, not
the lenst of which sill be mine, When
vap charge, remember you're chargs
Ing for my SM0—und go through
with 1, T worked rather hard for
that £40,000, andd If T must Jose It 1
Ao not want to do 1t In & half-hearted
feht. Give me, at least, a blowly run
for my money. 'l have n reserved
weat somewhere watching the game”

“If you'll tnke my sdvice, you'll go
aboard La Estrellitn and stay there
untll the issue Is decided. When the
first gun is fred, it signals the open
gsenson on mining engineers wha butt

| In on affuirs of state.”

me with a healthy
1 hope I'm

“What! And
bhet down on the result!
a better sport than that”

“You're Incorrigible, Re ecuareful,
then, and don't get yourself potted by
8 stray buller”

“Shall | see you fellows before the
blow-ufl ¥

“l scarcely think so."

“Thes If you're through tith me,
'l bid you all good-by and googd Im-*.
I'll have dinner with you In the pul-
nee Sundny evenlng”

“Taken'™

“Max 1 bring n guest?”

“By all means”™

Webster ghook hands with the trio
and departed for his hotel. For the
first thioe In mnny years he was heavy
of heart, crushed,  “Neddy  Jerome
was right” he sollloquized, “This Is
the last place on earth for me 1o have
come to. [I've made Nedidy sore on
me, and he's lost patience and put sne
other man In the job he promised we;
I've ralsed BIlY's hopes sky-high and
had to bet 240000 to keep them there
I've been fool enough (o fall o love
with my friend's flancee; I'm a ho-
man cat's puw, and the finest thing 1
can do now I8 fo go ont next Sunday
morning with that machine gun com-
pany from Leber's warchouse and get
killed,™

Continued in next [ssue,

———
What One Doctor Says,

Dr. M. C. Lyons says: "Alter care-
ful lovedsigation 1 heartily  recom-
mend it (Rheuma) for all forms of
rhevmatism.” English Drug Store
welle and gunrantees i, Use of one
bhottle will ‘:mrlrm- yout why this
well-known = doctor pralses it so
highly.

—
a witty person. Just laugh at, the
wrong time when he tells his favorite

Joke,

I

should be overthroun at some futare | #at, must contnin, st best & Tull meas -
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