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THE ELECTION LAW VOID.

Mw-Pearson’s Review of Pend-
ing Political Problems.

.

We are midway between the elec-
tions of 1898 and of 1900. We are

0
o

FULL LINE OF CLOTHS AND CASIMERES
—— ALWAYS ON HAND.

citement of both struggles to look
backward and to look forward calm-
ly and dispassionately. Next year|
North Carolina will be forced to
face thegravest situation which has
confronted her since 1860.

‘| - Then the question was,- will the
State secede from the Union 7 Now
fhe question is.- will the State.vio-
late the fupdamental éondition on
[ which she was readmitted into the
Union; and the democratic voters’
‘will ‘have to decide whether they
will break the solemn promise
which their chairman and official

»
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far enough removed from the ex- | the Victory.

'they had violated the oath and
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will in any way diminish or lessen
that great-privilege.” '

_. This promise was so eircumstan-
tial, so earnest, so indignant, so
Plausible, and so fortified by polit-
ical history that it almost compell-
ed belief; it silenced the warnings
of intelligent republicans and al-
layed the suspicions of the timid
and ignorant and gained votes by |
the thousands for the democrats,
who actually ecarried the Black
District and carried the eounty of
Halifax by 1,500 majority.

And yet with that promire fresh
on his lips without explanation and
without apology, Mr. Simmons him-
self inaugurates and leads the move-
ment to disfranchise the men he
bad promised to defend, to saeri-
fice the vietims whom his promise
had deluded, to betray the confi-
dence which had gained for him

It should be borne in mind that
the Act of the Assembly in 1874
calling the Constitufiona! Conven-
tion required every delegate to that
convention to take an oath that
they ¢‘‘shall not require or propose
any educational qualification for of-
fice or for voting.”’

The proportion both of nezroes
aud of illiterates imn the State at
that time was much greater than it
is now. What would be said of
the delegates to that convention if

proceeded to pass the ‘‘grandfather

MOUKSVILLE, N. C.,

EYE SPECIALIST.

ver Jacobs' Clothing Store,

‘head made in their name to the
people of the State before the last |
election. ‘
The good -faith of a sovereign |
state and the ancient honor of a|
great party cannot be treated or|
disposed of lightly; they demand
thongntful, anxious and reverent
'consideration. |
. In 1868 the people of North Car- ,
olina adopted a constiiution estab- |
lishing universal suffraze, and in|
Jane of that year the State was re-
admitted into the Union subjeet to
the fundamental econdition that her |
constitution should never be ehang- |
ed so as to deprive any citizen or |
class of eitizens of the right to vote |
comferred by (Lat eonstitution.
That fandamaental condition is|
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whort the saifrage was conferred
by the eonstitution of IS6S.
Theselearned gentleinen will hard
ly pronounce the act of congress un-
eonstitntional beeause the validity
of the Reeonstraeiion Aefs has been
adjndieated by the supreme court
o' the United Stafes, the final ar-
biter, the tribunal of last resort.
and the creat Jadee Onoley in eo n-
mentivz upon this exereise of fed-
' aral power, Cons."Lim_, page 34 1,
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foel onseryes: |
s Iy saliices for the preseni tosay |
that congrress clainied. insisted upon |
and enforced the right to prescribe |
the steps to be taken and the con-
'ditions to be observed in order to
restore Lhese states to their former |
positions in the Union.”” And he
expresses the ‘“‘Hope and trastthat
the occasion for discussing snch |
guestions may never arise again.”’
In September, 1898, Mr. F. M.
Simmons, chairinan of the state
demoeratic committee, issued to the
people of thestate an address which
was both a promire and a protest,
in which he uses these words:
“Tor the past twenty years or|
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Graphophones 85|
have (he agency for the Colur:bix
nograph Co., and carry in sivca
all times a nice lot of Grapho
Oc® and lecords. A Graphopheind :
Like This Cut for 5 %. more, just before every election, |
the Republican speakers, at their|
midnight meetings, have been in
the habit of telling the negro if the
democrats came into power their |
right to vote would be taken away
from them. |

¢‘First, they told themifthe dem- |
ocrats got the state government they
would disfranchise them. The dem-
ocrats got fhe state government and
did not disfranchise them. Themr
they told them if the democrats
elected a president they would dis-
feanenise them. The demoerais
elected a president and did.-not dis-
franchise them. Then they told
them that if the democrats got con-
trol of congress they would disfran-
chise then. The democrats got:
control of congsess and did not dis-
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est white men of the state lstighed
at these lies, and marvele! ‘hat the
negro did not have sens, enough
to asé that he was daped:

¢ Pinally the negro himself bezan
to see throngh the trick, He Lad
seen the denadérats in full power in
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| has been accepted by the North

| concurs, most of the learneil gentle- |

franchise them. All along the hon-|

clause’’ and to extol (he hereditary |
instinet of the white man in loea- |
ting his vote as provenr by the he-
reditary instinct of the setter dog
in his God-given faculty of locating
the gnail ?

The only difference between the
former case and the present is that
there the members took the ogth
individually and here Mr. Sim-
mons, as chairman, makes the |
pledge for his party; the sanction |
and binding foree upon the honor
and the conscience is the same.
Our amizement at the eourse of
Mr. Simmons is increased by the;
following from the Waghington Post
of last winter:

““It was learned yesterdas that
the actiun of the North Carolina

the helplessness of the promise and
his inability to enforce performance
does not increase rather than di-
minish the sanction of the promise.
These illiterate whites before risk-
ing their salvation to Mr Simmons
will be moved further to inquire
at what particular point in his
lively career did Mr. Simmons
evince his special regard for the
rights of the ‘“‘poor and ignorant”’
white man. If they go back to 1886
they will find that Mr. Simmons
disfranchised some two thousand
voters in Vance and Warren eoun
ties, not so much on the ground of
color a8 because they had voted
against Mr. Simmons for congress.

And it they go back to 1892 they
will find that Mr. Simmons, opera-
ting under the decision of Harris
vs. Scarboro, disfranchised 49,000
voters not on account of color but
because their names were not writ-
ten in the registration books with
sufficient fullness and particularity
to suit the refined, critical and ex-
acting taste of Mr. Simmons.

And they will find that the Fed-
eral House of Representatives con-
taining a hundred majority of dem-
ocrats overruled Mr. Simmons’
scheme of disfranchisement in the
case of Williams vs. Settle, and
that the people made haste in 1894
to overthrow Mr. Simmons at the
polls, and the supreme court effect-
ively suppressed his methods by
their rulingin Quinn vs. Lattimore.
In spite of all this, though slightly
disfignred and somewhat discred-
ited, here he comes again, still un-
abashed, asking poor and ignorant
men to trust his naked promises
and to accept his eonstitutional
views, which have been tried and
found wanting, tested and tattered
and shattered by the people, the
courts and the congress.

I take the liberty of saying that
I am opposed to negro dominration,
and have never feared such domi-
nation since Halifax became ¢She
bunuer demecratic coanty of the
State.

I heartily endorse the act of the
present lezislature, chapter 488, en-
titled ““An aect to restore good gov-
ernment to the counties of North

still in force and will continue in [legislature in regard to a eonsiilu- | Corclina,”
force uniil the State attempts to | tional p-ovision for the restriction icmmims in the IZasta separate form

of suffrage was largely based upon |

ire learnel gemtlemen who ad- | a visit made to this city by several 'ilar measure in the legislature of
sie thie propesed a siendment |leading North Carolina demoerats. | 1297, and I insisted upon section 5,
deny that it coniravencs | Among others to whom the delega- | hapter 155 of the laws of 1895, in
‘he et o consoress in that it will s tior falked was Senator Caffery, of | fact wrote the original draft of the

Louisianx, and the Louwisiana plan

Carolinians. It provides that a
voter whose father an:d grandfather
voted in any state prior to January
1, 1867, shall be exempt from the
property and edueational gualifica-
tions prescribed in the other avti-
cles of the state constitution.

¢ This means, of corrse, that it
disfranchises the negro.

“At the same time, Sen. Caffery,
as he said yesierday. was very
iranlk to inform the delegation that
he did not regard ithe provision as |
constitutional; - “It creates a privi- |
leced class,” he said. ‘and I vold|
the people of my state that it would
not stand a test when they adopted
it. If thelegislature of North Car-
olina has accepted the same provis-
ion, I believe that they will find
their work undone for themas soon
as the matter is brought before the
United States supreme eourt.””’

Notwithstanding this advice of |
Senator Cafiery, in which his col- |
leagie, Senator McEnery, formerty: |
cuief justice of Lounisiana, fully |
concurs, and in which the Post says
every ‘‘jurisconsuit’’ in the land

men in North Carolina who have |
favored the public with their views
in advoeacy of the ame
out by “assuming’’ the
tionaiity of thie measure.
light of the decisions of o)
preme court reviewing the St
acts of the present legie’ . sare th
imgpartial layman woul” . e justilied
in assuming quiteZ " reverse be-
cause the courf has been overruling
these acts in almost_every instance. |
It is amazing tbhat the learned |

thei_

|safegunard the financial interests of

| the federal eonstitution.

which gives certain

of g vernment. I advoeated a sim-

section providing for bi-partizan
boards of commissioners in certain
contingencies. The aim and the
effect of this provision has been to

these counties and render impossi-
ble incompetent or corrupt control
by either blacks or whites.

In my judgment this separate
county government law makes the
proposed amendment whelly uan-
necessary.

[ now submif without fear of ar-
gument a summary of my reasons
for opposing the amendment:

1. I am opposed to it because I
am convineed that it conflicts with

2. I am oppesed to it because I
know, and its advocates do not de-
ny, that it violates the act of con-
gress by which the State was read-
mitted into the nnion.

3. I am opposed to it because I,
along with every registered voter
in the State, Pave taken an oath to
support the Constitntion and laws
of the United States, and I eannot
viglate the law which readmitted
the Smtewithout violating my oath.

d to it because I

cannot accept the itation of its

act as a brute without obligation,
and because I believe it is danger-
ous to the law and order, peace
and progress of the State to have
within her borders a great body of
people without master, without
protection, without guide, without
hope, without higher restraint than
the fear of punirshment and with-
out higher incentive than the pangs
of hunger and thirst.
————elee e

We give our readers this week
on the editorial page, a part of
Hon. Rich. Pearson’s able article
on the election law and the amend-
ment. It is a very readable article,
and we hope all our friends will
give it a close reading. The bal-
ance of his article will appear in
next week's issue. We are anx-
ious for the people to have a thor-
ough and correct idea of these two
Democratic machine schemes, and
then, if after such an understand-
ing, we get a free ballot and a fair
coant, and they are adopted by a
majority of the people honestly en-
titled to vote thereon. we shall be
satisfied to the extent that we be-
lieve the people should have what
they vote for. Nevertheless, we
believe they will soon regret it.
When yoar rights and liberties are
gone, if you vote them away your-
self, you can blame no one but
yourself. Read the election law
and the amendment, geta thorough
understanding and then vote as.
honest fréemen for what you con-

ceive to be best for yourselves and
your country. Let the peoplerule. !

———
The Asheville Gazette asks: *‘If |
the coustitutional amendinent is an
honest measure that the white men |
of the State can support, why was
a dishonest election law enacted to -
help it through ¥’
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THE COMFORT.

about commencing, if you are going to
uylng early yoa’li find curstore ready for you—

ouyfie very latest things on the market and backed b=

'vur usual low prices, means a big saving to you—our
prices are always.

Uur Prices are Always Low

e |
both black and white; 1, ¢ this season we shall surpass ourselves by giving you exeeptional

advocates of this measure—men of if i‘diafranchises none it vill be 3 valnes. We call your attention to these few things just toell.

excellent and approved eommon 'useless and 1wischievous agitation; |

sense who avow their purpose bold-
ly should faney that they have suc-
cessfully concealed that purpose in |
a periphrastic form of definition. ||

The ostrich on the desert, with
his head in the sand aud his body |
exposed, is the_ouly bird which |

:led in that -interesting attfi-

conce: 1
‘tude and that nobedy can see -him
because he cen see nobudy.

Mr. Simmons’ ante-election prom-
|ise was made with equal force and

FERVILIZERS

+STAR BRAYD” GUANO,

the state Jor twenty-two years, and

|
had learned through experienc

“«MeGA VOUK? MIXTURE,
wB, P.”? POTASH: MIXTURE,
ACID PilO:sPIiLATE,

gan to langh at theése liars, and
| inz1ly refused to be frighicned by
|their rot anv longer. So the old
Ctusenbliean scare-crow had- to be
hunled down and pat away, * & *

We eipeciaily recommend the L1
Gavock Mizove.” [ 0 extensively)

' that that parfy did nof -propose to |
disfranchise him, .aund Le¢, too, be- |

with egual solemnity to black illit-
| erates and to white illiterates.
| He pow prom'ses with great ve-
' hemence of expression and myste-
olling of the-eye that he will
I not disfranchise any white man,
‘howeyer poor and ignorant.”’
These men -whese=ignorance is
largely dne to the neglect of the

!state, will naturally inqa’re whelh-

frious r

concludes that he is successfully |

if 1t disfranchises all it will be an |

act of cruelty and perfidy without
paraliel. )
7. 1 am opposed to 1t because in-
stead of eliminating forever the re-
gro question, if it is literally con-
strued 2nd strictly esforced, it ounst
leave the ballot in the hands of
54,000 negroes, 40,000 who can read

‘and write and 14,000 half breeds, |

' mulattoes and quadroons, while it
'will take away the ballot from the
"hnumble, doecile and inoffensive
blacks in the eountry who live on
'the farms and are voting more and
| more with the men whose lands
|they till, if kindly treated by their
| landow ners. .
8. T am opposed to it because it
is not needed in the East where
separated local goveruments are al-
ready established, and
'is not wanted in the west
demoerats or republicans.

by either

because it |
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