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Settle to Craig.

Hon. Thomas Settle of ‘Asheville
Republican nominee for Governer,

nas sent The Qbserver the fOllﬁ)W-

ing lefler:
Hon. Locke Craig,
Asheville, N. C.,

yy dear Sir: Your letter in

wiich you state, ‘‘my personal
views upou the subject (a joint de-
ba'e between us) are expressed in

ay interview that appeared in this
moruiug’s Citizen; and that party
ysage required you to refer the
matter to the Democratiec ezecuiive
committee, which you bhad done,
gnd that | would hear from the

committee,”” was rec.ived yester-

da/.

[ received this morning from
Hon. Charles A. Webb the fellow-
ing letter:

“[ have the bonor to ackuowl
edge receipt of your letter of the
16th, enclosing copy of yours of
the same date to Hon. Locke Craig
requesting a joiut eanvass.. I also
have a telegram from Mr. Craig
referring this matter to the State
Democratic executive committee
and I beg to advise you that at the
meeting of the same, held in the
city of Raleigh last night, your re-
guest for a joint canvass was re-
spectfully declined.

“ berewith enclose you copy of
the resolution nnanimousiy adopt-
ed by the committee.

“Yours very traly,
“Chas. A. W ebb, Chairman.”’

The resolution eneclosed is  as
follows:

“Resolved, That in view of the

fact, that the Republican party
haviog suffered division, there are
three national and State tickets in
the fieid in the present ca;:ﬂpaign.
Chairman Webb be directed to de-
cline the request of thg Bepubli-
¢an candidate for Governor for a
joint eanvass with the.Democratic
candidate,”’ 3

Now, come. Mr. Craig, let us
reason together for a moment. The
law in North Carolina defines a
political party in the following
slatute: £

“I'he words ‘political party,’ as
used in this chapter, shall be con-
Streed to mean every such politi-
¢al party or organization whose
condidate for Governor received as
many as fifty thousand votes ip
the election held August second,
one thousand nine hundred.””

Under this law—a law framed
and passed by the Democratic par.
t, let m: remind you—there are
only two political parti"es in this
State. the Democratic and the Re-
Publican, by nawe. You are the
Utanimous aominee by the conven

mittee?
You are doing these things, my

Iriend, not because you are unable

to meet me on the hustings in joint
debate, I know, and the people
know better than that.

You have what you and your
committee ccusider grave, cogent
and weighty reasons for not meet
ing your opponent in jeint debate;
for turning your backs on an hon
ored political custom in this stafe.
No subterfuge or evasion ean save
you, or obscure or becloud the facts
Chose reasors are told in a few
words. They are that you and
your committee are unanimously
of the opinion that the record of
your partycannot stand the search-
iag light of a eritic2i joint debate.
Alone, you may indulee in high
sounding phrases and glitteriog
generalities; alone, you may talk
about everything but the record «t
your party, you may not even mec-
tion the things it has done and the
things it has left undoune, and you
doubtless would fail to call atten=-
tion to the fact that there is no
heal;h in it. This comfortable,
easy, and to the people deadly
pace, youa could not keep up in a
joint debate.

Your party cuts. slashes and hea
ves the body politie, while you lea
ders partition among yourselves the
offices and emoluments, after the
manner of the two physicians ip
Moliere making a treaty: ‘“Allow
me the emetic, and I resign to you
the lancet.”’

The resolution passed by yowur
committ2e i8 humorous in the ex-
treme, assuminog that the Republi-
can party is the only cne having
any trouble.

This same committee had been
in session all night trying vainly
to define the meaning of two simple
little words, ‘‘Demoecratic ticket;”’
failing in full ses.ioa to do this,
they apyointed a ‘‘select”’” commi’-
tee to try their hand op it. This
¢‘gelect’”’ committee final'y report-
ed that they were hopelessly dis.-
greed, but dared rot disclose eveu
to the {ull commitree, to say noth-
icye of the pechieof th- “-tate, whnat
the points of difference were W hat
sort of a dark lantern is this jcu
fellows are taveling with.anyhow?
Why don’t you turn on the light?
The peopie want to know and to
Bee.

¥itchen says Simmo: 8 is not a
Democrat, while Simr>us returns
the compliment, saying, ‘no more
are y{)u, gir’: ‘Judge Clark mean-
while chaunting rhat he is the only
ve tal virgin who has <ept the true
fire of the Democratic temple burn-
ing.

Tell me, my friend, where do

tion of the former, I am the vnani-
ous nominee Ly the couvention of
the latter for Governor, the l'li&’;h'i
& political office in our State with-
113 the gift of the people of the State
You, your party, and the execu-
tive committee of your party are
by your own acts an@ utterarc s
bound by this law; you are in law, |
In equity, and in good conscience
€topped from contending anything
10 the contrary of this law, your
0’*‘!'1 begotten child. g

Your zeal and that of your com-
Mittee leads yon to erose bridges
before you come to them.

Has M. Heares asked you to
:'l;rtzng'e a list of joint appointments
. .mﬁma If be has dore so, it
twssdm' to be a secret well kept be

0 you two gentlemen.
anf;:;’ _Mr. Ciaig, your {friends
o mlljers, among whom I sin
maﬁ}leemmt? myself, say that the
— of Vanee has befalien on
*shoulders; many of ydarsup:
Ili‘:::;?raafl‘ectionately call y6ugf‘Tisé
e Gt o Demeruey From
'auceejt- What do you suppose
i awould say to this refnsal of
s mud of your c?mfnittee’a to
- t;;, Ur opponent in joint deba.tie
iy DUphold tl.w acts and policies
Meeon jotog a e TE S
_ Joint diseussion, and shield

il

i you stand in this conrtest?

What
is thy c.2ed, ““1, it & faith, or only
a need?”’

" If the test of a polite 1 creed
were applied neither wonld perm t
the other to vote iu the Democrat-
ic senatorial primary. Thus you
do away with principle and substi-
tute personality. Here isthe cale-
chism Q. Whatis a ‘Democrai?
A. one who votes the ticket with-
out seratching. Q. What is ap
orgaiization Demoeiat? A. One

twenty yeard after he is dead.
Is the “little giaut’’ afraid f{o
meet me, when according to him,

one?! Is he afraid when I am arm
ed only with my little sling?

" There is a boastfulness about
vour interview, to which you refer
me. that calls to mind Benhadab
and Ahab: *‘And Benhadad seut
unto him and said, ‘The gods do
so unto me, and more also, if the

handfuls for all the peop'e that

follow me. :
¢:And ‘Ahab,’ answered and

gaid, Tell bim, let not bim that
girdeth on his harness boast him-
self as he that putteth it off.”” "

Trasting that you will reconsider
and join me in a list of jrint ap-
poiniments, Iam,

Sincerely,
THOMAS SETTLE.

Limgelf 1ors
‘uself behind his executive com-

g ~=

| Asheville, Sept. 21.

who continues to vote the ticket fur |’

here I stand without a plea—save

dust of Samaria shall soffice for|.
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THE PRESIDENT SIGNED MOST WILLINGLY.

The industrious circulation of the falsehood that President Taft threatened
& veto of the Sulloway bill was one of the chief plays of his opponents and
worked some injury to his popularity, as his adversaries had planned. That
there was no truth in this every senator, representative and other public man
could have known if he cared to Inquire. *“Yet it was a good enough Morgan
till after the nomination.”

Now these same men are with equal industry and untruth circulating the
report that President Taft signed the act of May 11 most unwillingly and was
only coerced into it at the last moment. Nothing could be more untrue.

There had been an overwhelming popular demand for additional pension
legislation. The people were most earnest in their wish that the veterans who
had saved the nation should be properly cared for during the years that re-
mained to them. The national encampment of the Grand Army of the Re-
public had asked for such legislation. The remarkable fact of the indorsement
of the Sulloway bill by the legislatures of twenty-seven great states was an
astonishing development of depth &#ind wide extended feeling on th subject

Could any president be expected to disregard such a manifestation? Cer-
tainly not Willilam H. Taft, whose great heart has always appreciated the
pervice of the veterans and who has ever been quickly respousive to the popu-
lar will.

No one doubted at the beginning of congress that he intended to approve a
pension Ifll. This knowledge had to be used with the utmost discretion, how-
ever. The presidential campaign was opening. There wis a general expecta-
tion that the Democrats would make a strong effort to “put the president and’
the senate in a hole” on the pension question. That fear was not allayed unti]
within a few days of the passage of the act of May 11. This required the
greatest circumspection on the part of the president and his friends. But as
soon as the act of May 11 began to take shape in the senate and months before
it actually passed there was no real doubt that the president would gign the
bill which ®ould be finally formulated.

At the Invitation of senators I was a constant visitor at the capitol while
the bill was going through its various stages. 1 was also made & means of
communication with the members of the Invalid pemnsions commitiee of the
house. With me went most frequently Past Commander In Chief John R.
King, less frequently Past Commander Slaybaugh of Potomaec, Commander
E. S. Godfrey, Arizona; Commander Granville C. Fisice, Massachusetts; Com-
mander N. H. Kingman, South Dakota; Commander N. P. Kingsley, Pennsyl-
vania, and other prominent comrades who happened to be in the city and
whom the senators wanted to see and counsel with.

We met Senators Crane, McCumber, Curtls, Smoot, Burnham and others of
the president’s closest friends and advisers. They wene confident in their as-
gurances that the president would sign the bill. The comrades named felt no
doubt of the result at least two months before the bill was signed.

As we all know, President Taft put himself to great personal inconvenience
in order to sign the bill and fet it begin at once its beneficence to the veterans.
The bill was not ready for his signature when he left far Princeton, N. J. He
made the journey back to Washington expressly to sigm the bill. He reached
the White House a little after 11 p. m., Saturday, May 11, affixed his signature
seven minutes before midnight and had to leave Washibagton again the next
day. Of these facts I was personally cognizant, as 1 was present when the bill
was signed. JOHN M'ELROY,

=  Editor National Tribune.

-

1 fully concur in the foregoing.

There is absolutely no truth in the statement that the president was op-
posed to any pension bill. On the contrary, we wege assured, as stated above,
that he would give his approval to the bill whep finally pasged, which was
evidenced by his hasty return to Washington for the purpose.

, JOHN R. KING

—From the National Tribune. ’
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YOU CA
What You Want

When You Want It
AT

MOCKSVILLE DRUG CO.

GEORGE F. TYSON, Manager.

1t thirsts and burns for distinction; and, if possible, it will ha\_m ft. s it
unreasonable, then, to expect that some men, possessed of the loftiest genius,
coupled with ambition sufficient to push to the utmost str_otch, v.jl.l at some
time spring up among us? And when such a one doss, it will require the pec-
ple to be united with each other, attached ta the government and laws, and
generally intelligent, to successfully frustrate his design, v
«pistinction will be his paramount object, and although he would as will-
ingly acquire it by doing good as harm, yet nothing left in the way of blnlqeng
up he would sit down ooldly to the task of pulling down. Here, then, is a
probable case, highly dangercus.” — From Mr. Lincoin’s Speech Before tha
Young Men's Lyceum, Springfield, IN.
—From The Omaha Dally Bee, March 19, 1812

'HONESTI:YJ, WHAT ARE YOU RUNNING FOR, THE PRESI-'
DENCY OR FOR REVENGE?” H

—From the New York Herald.

A Log on the Track { A Marvelous Escape.

of the fast express means serious trouble | “My little boy had a marvelous escape.”
ahead if not removed, so does loss of ap-| writes P, F. Bastiams, of Prince Albert,
petite. It means lack of vitality, loss of Cape of Good Hope. "It occurred in the
strength and nerve weakness. If appetite  middle of the night. He got a very severe

fails, take Electric Bitters quickly toover-1 . .. of croup. As luck would have it

e cause by toning up the stomach it
g?ll:l}emtll:ing the indigestion. MichaelHes | I hada large bottle of Chamberlain’s Cough

sheimer of Lincoin. Neb.. had been sick Remedv in the house. After following

three vears, but six bottles of Liec- ’ )
):igrBitters}put hi&n right on his feet agaln. the directions for an hour and twenty

fhey have helped thousands. They £iVe| .. ¢0q he was through all danger.” So'd

i3 J,}ply 50 cents at all druggists,

sure blood, strong nerves, good digestion. by all B
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