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the quict street of that
sleepyold town, ““Toot
—toot! tub-a-dub-
dub!” The noise
wonld have startled
the peacefnl hamlet on
any day except the
glorious Fourth.
every youngster in it
-l been awake since day-break, and

But !
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WAY they went with | the Dritish from takiog the powder-
drum and horn, down | mill?”
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he hoow, boom of thetoyeannon and
he lize, tizz of the fireeracker had !
el every older inliabitaunt long be-
- nal breakiast hour, |
and iiay aud Dick Boyer had |
cul aetorions ti e, and before break- |
ik wvaa !'1";:-i_V Lad worked eo iundus- |
rion=ly that moire than Laif the pow- |
ol l'i'.ll‘!.i!l'.\»‘ were goue. 1
Viter hreakfast the first thing on the :
jcramme was a provession,  There |
three of them, to be sure, 1
at they felt as big as a brigade. Bob |
wl anaw drum, and he thonght he
play “Yankee Doodle’ in great
‘yle.  Ray blew the horn and carried |
el while Diek narelbed along
'II'I'}'i".-_: his wooden aword a3 he im-
veined Lis father did at the head of
‘hoe resiments when he was in the
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With  swelling learis the little
freroes wmarched till they thought it
was nearly lime to get ready for the
pienie, then they filed in through the
big iron gate and drew up 1n front of
cramndpa and gave Lim a military sa-
iate.

“Well, my littlo soldiers,” said
sraudpa, smiling, as he laid down his
paper, ““do you know what day you
ave celebrating?”

“Fourth of July!” they shouted in

WOTIS,

“Well, what is the Fourth of July?”’
nsked grandna.

“Why —why—" saul five-ycar-old

Ray, stamnering and looking puzzled |

“it's firecracker day.”

Cieandpa laughed so hard he must
aave thought it veryefunny.

“You ave more than halt right, littie
cian,” he satl.  “‘But come, Bob, it's
vour turn."

“It's a great bie holiday, ,rraudp_n.
when we have the very jolliest time 12|
the year. ™

“Now, Dick, what do you say?
virandpa’s biz boy ought to have a
‘ery wise answer.”

Dick siraightened himseli np and
“iwked very important.

“Why, sir.,” he replied, *‘on the
Foarth ol Jaly, 1776, we signad the
Oeclaration of Independence and then
ro whipped the Dritish.” ‘

‘And you know ~ good deal abont |

wose traes, Dick "
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“Never mind, Dick, T won't ask  thefl
! triotic cause.

voa to tell us about it. I was 0n|y1
juing to ask if I had ever told yon
“low my erandfather, Jack Bavar kent

| sminmer? Yes?
“I onsht to, srandpa, when you  to belong to my : : 3
it iu the “-;'u-‘ m;l.l mamma’'s a ' Colcnial days, and he wmade guppca;:— plctel-l. and & great time was antici
lanthior of the Revolution. aund had | der for the King aud the people in the | pated.
ot trrars: 1fatl Torlit 3 w- | ealonies. - 3
: Hrar 1fathers fichting in the Rev i‘i::dependc-nce John Boyer was one of ! eolored man burst into the rcom, his

| mill ran night asud day, mskiog pow-

bad uot been a boy of rare pluck and
wit. I've heard him tell abont it a
dozen times, and always with pride.
“During the spring and summer of
777, he said, “‘Lord Howe had been
marching around that part of the
counutry, and General Washington had
been watching him, and hada’t been
part of the country and CGeneral
{ Washington left also.

| “The most of the time there had
- ibeen a guard of 5000 men near the
i

Woth starry banuers gay.

Upon cur Lugle horus we'll Liow,
And toot and toot and toot.

And lire rackers us we 2o
We'll shioot and shioot and shoot,

'mill; but as tlrere =seemed to bLe no
immediate danger, the usual gunard
was taken away, and only a corporal
with twenty men left in charge. For
several days there was no disturbance, |
and just before the first anniversary
of the Fourth of July my great-grand-
father went to Philadelphia aud
bronght home a beautifnl silk ilag. |
There were but few of them then and
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*Oh, no! Do tell us!” they cried.
““Allright. Sit down, It's a short |

story, but it will keep us quiet till the | they were highly prized. The people
carriage comes,” «aid grandpa.

of the country round-about intended
When they were all ready grandpa | to celebratg the first anniversary of
began his story. the Independence in fine stvle. There

LITTLE COLUMBIA'S FOURTH OF JULY SPEECH.
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To Washington, the great and true,
And all his brave, victorious host,
Wo homage pay with glad acclaim,
And Ila thelr memory make our boast.

Thus on this day of all the year
Columbia’s brightest stars may shine

To tell of Independence won,

Wh le tow we bow at Freedom's shrine,

e e e

“You remember the rains of thtt]wm to be a barbecue, and speaking

tlie flag.

Clyving hittle rebel,
kil yon.?

‘grnudfather. Jack Boyer, saved the

old mill I eshowed you the day we;and music from the grandstand, over
drove over to the DBrandywine last| which the new flag was to float.

Well, that mill usedi “‘On the evening of the third the‘
great-grandfather in|arrangements for the fete were com-

But just as the Boyer family

Bat when we declared our ' were at supper, a terror-stricken old |

:eyas starting from bis head, aud his,
| teeth chattering with fear.
i ““ *Ob, Masaa Boyer,

dev’s comin’!’

he first to join his fortunesto the pa-
Now the little powder

Jder for the Faderal Army. Delaware

dey's comin'fl

rouse de conntry.””

“lireat was the consternation onthe
Brandywine that night. By widnight
a hyndred moen cathered h",‘ t,-ll-t;mi
Audrey, were at the mill desperately
resolved to defend it.  But what were
a hundred men against an unknown

'number of Britisli cavalry!

“My grandfather, Jack Boyer, was

(o lad of ten.

“He did not realize the horrors ot
war, aud he was very much in love
with the new {(lag, which at that
moment was {Joating over the grand
stand, five miles away on the road to
Newcastle. While others were 1n »
state of terror over the fate of the

'powder mill, Jack was wild at the
‘thought of the red-coats getting the

beantiful flag He finally made the
herote resolve to rescue it, and long
beiore the early dawn he was on his
way to do so as fast as his nimbloe
young legs wonld carry him.

*‘He climbed the pole, cut the ropa
with bis jack-knife, and pulled down
e gathered it up in Lis

‘arms an:d started on the run for home.

Meetling two Britizl: oflicers he said
Lhe was carrying the flag to Greene's
troops who were below the bend with
four cannon.

Y dou't beliove a word of it, yon
I've a nolion to

“'monot lying,” and Jack looked

Cthie British oflicer unquailing in the

eve.

“The otlicers

consnited earnestly

together and tinally conclunded that
i their

small  detachment of cavalry
didn’t stand much of a chance in a

,confliet with a vegiment of Greene's
patrviots and four caunoun.

““The oflicer who Lad first spoken

'to Jack held up the flag, thrust Lis
| sabre through it in

places aud then threw it at Jack, say-

Lalf a dozen
ing, ‘Here, take your rag: you are a
plucky little rebel, anyway.’

““Jack snatchied the flag and fairly
flew toward home, while the British
horsemen wheeled about and clat
tered down the road to Newcasltle.

“That's the way, my boys, wy

L daded

powder-mill July 4, 1777.
“‘But here's the carriage.
off to our barbecue.™
“Oh, graudps,” said Dick with =
sigh, “‘if there would only be a war,

Let's be

' 30 I eould do something glorioga'”

Predecessors of Old (.ilory.

Phe colonies had no easy time se
lecting a natioual flag, it would seem,
from the various desigus that each of
the thirteen colonies sported before
a decision was actually reached. By
actuai count sixty-fonr different flagn
had been in use before 014 (Rlory was
born, and of these thirteen of the de-
signs showed a rattlesnake in varions
attitudes of coiling and striking.

The Pourth ia the Barayard.
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