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The Fool=Killer

When yop get hold of a Good
Thing pass it around= Tote this
paper in your pocket and show it
to everybody you see.
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BACK T0 THE OLD NAME

After Resting for Two Years,

“The Fool-Killer” Goes Cn
Duty Again.

This paper was published for

nearly eight years under the
name of “The Fool-Killer.” In
August, 1917, the name was

changed to “Good News.”

For several years previous |
had been gradually getiing my
eves open to certain Religious
Truths that I thought needed
emphasizing along witi. the Po-
litical Truths that I was trying
to hand out. And it scemed to
me at that time that maybe the
name “Good News" would fit the
religious truths better than
“The Fool-Killer.” Also it was
impossible just then, on account
of the war conditions, to be
outspoken about things in gener-
al as 1 had previously been. Be-
ing a loyal citizen of the United
States, I had no desire to violate
the regulations which were ne-
cessary during the war.

So 1 changed the name and
toned down just a little, and be-
gan to air my views along reli-
gious lines more than I had been
doing. Having long ago discov-
ered that the old political parties
had sold cut to the devil, I was
then beginning to see that the
old orthodox churches had done
the same thing. 1 awoke to the
fact that Church and State
were in the same boat and both
headed for the rapids and total
destruction. I saw the folly of
trying to be true to my honest
convictions and at the same
time “stand in” with the old
gangs who were running things
in society, Church and State.

I first had to choose between
honesty and popularity in poli-
tics, and I chose honesty. Then

as

came the day when I must make |

the same choice in religion, and
again I chose honesty. Having
got my eves open to the truth,
I positively could not go on
winking at the blasphemous lies
the church taught.

This was not a sudden awak-
ening that came to me. It had
been coming over me very grad-
ually for several years. In fact,
the light is so bright that I pro-
bably could not have stood it all
at once. I think nearly all peo-
ple who get the TRUE LIGHT
on the Bible get it like I did—
gradually—a little at a time.

And when I saw that there
was something so much better
than what the orthoedox
churches had to offer, it looked
like “good news” to me. And it
really IS good news-—the best
news that was ever anmounced ii
this old world.

But [ have had an awful time
trying to get some people to see
it. I have had to deal with so
many blind, ignorant and hide-
bound fools that 1 have some-
times thought I ought to have
kept the old name. If a Fool-
Killer is needed anywhere in the

world it certainly is needed to

thin out the religious fools.
“Good News” has been mighty

popular among the inselligent,
thinking people who already

have their eyes open. And 1
have had many assurances that
it has helped to open the eyes
of a good many. But what
Good News has done in that line
The Fool-Killer could probably
have done just as well—or bet-
ter.

If T could get people to look
far enough ahead and see the
times that are coming, they
would all admit that it was
good news. ' But so many of the
blind ones are now insisting that
man in his own power, through
the league of nations, is going
to bring in the good time and
hand it to us on a silver platter.

i Watts says.

And when 1 have_ tb t;el—l ”fhem'
that they are wmistaken—that
the trouble is not over yet—they

come back at me with “Looky But He Would a Leetle Bit

here, that ain’t good news you Rather His Best Friend
are giving us—that’s bad news.” Would Stay Away

And I have to admit that it is

bad news—-from  their stand- [ reckon human beings can be
point. - " the most inconsistent eritters in
The trouble with man is that all God’s creation. And of all|
he is too inupatient. Ile wants inconsistent people in th‘? world,
to vun ahead of God and do bi L Bunk e adnerents o- 4o
AL Alca it & dox churchanity take the cake.
things in his own name, and he, A few weeks ago I heard a
always muakes a mess ol it. And, Baptist preacher, in the course:
this present mess is going to be ©f a sermon, make the astound-
just about the messiest mess '8 statement that he “almost.

T

!

that he ever did make. wished sometimes that Jesus
. ' Do you get that? There is a'
vicw of all these conditions, man who has been pretending to:
that T believe the old nameYs breach the gospel of Jesus.
. o ; professes to love Jesus better |
,_1_}1:»"[ the things that I have to than anything else in the whole !
say. g ! He gets up and tells |
me better elbow room to hit just his congregation that Jesus is|
ting, and it will help to eliminate ' P and down telling how much
o latarhns ; . he loves that dear friend and|
?‘E}Lki-“1(.}:-‘1[4]‘\3]1 notion among some ‘how happy he is going to be in |
long-coated preacher doins. I'the future. To hear him cavort-
am continually having to repeat ing about it in his orthodox way, |
the statement that I am just a °0€ Would think that the pros-|
- JPRINE | alluring that he would want to!

man, with only a very limited | begin it just the very first min-:
education, and no frills and fan-'ute possible. :
only way I can preach is through | gll‘;%l?ggs w?;:iflllll cggyE;H%EI%E
- <a% : y ' ke SUS W W !
the printed page, and I've come fairly knocked me backwards. 1!

. ~ would come now.” '
And so it has come to pass, in
more appropriate, after all, for Christ for many years, and who!
“The Fool-Killer” will give  universe. ‘
anything that I think needs hit- | his best friend, and he just hops |
am some sort of a heaven with Jesus some time in;
common old one-gallus working peet ot Lying with Jesus was eo4
dangles of any soit to me. The. And then to hear him say: “I
to the conclusion that no other couldn’t help wondering whether !

name fits my plain old flat-toot- his love for Jesus was as deep!ing masses be FORCED

ed sort of gab as well as
Fool-Killer. _
So here is The Fool-Killer

The ' and sincere as he pretended, else
why did he have to put such:
limitations on his wish for Je-:
sus to come? He never did

—with a little more age, a little: SOMETIMES
motre sense, and the same old jol- wished it.
ly grin that it used to wear.
Swing on, boys—here we go!
Yours for the truth,
JAMES LARKIN PEARSON.

he ALMOST

love and longing as that? |

i

Suppose that preacher should

At the end of three or four:
e CALMOST - wishes " SOMEBT
i . sne w1 :
Safe for democracy’’ isasong TIMES that he would come

that I have heard until I am home. How would that sound?
sick and tired of it. Where is Why, he would be tempted to:

“DEMOCRACY”—SCAT!

any real democracy, I would like take it as an insult, and he!lications allow a good thing tof?f your common words with cap-
slip in. T just happened to be 1tals-

to know? We sure to goodness  would reason that if that was all’
ain’t got any of it in this coun- the bad she wanted him, he.
trv.,

We were solemnly assured by  at all. |
our silver-throated Woodrow  Now, looky here! I ain’t no!
and a thousand of his orators preacher, and I don’t often get!'
that the war had to be fought to up and make a public show of'
“make the world safe for demo- myself telling how much I love!
cracy.” And now that the thing Jesus, and all that sort of gush.:
is over with, what have we got But I don’t have to stop at say-.
to show for it?  Where in the ing that I ALMOST wish SOME-
bloomin® creation is all that TIMES that Jesus would come!
“democracy” that we were go- now. I can say from an honest |
ing to have? Seen any of it go- heart that I ALTOGETHER'
ing around loose in your neigh- wish it AL THE TIME. There |
borhood ? Huh? is no other event that I am so!

On the other hand, I am cer- eager and anxious for, and the|
tain you can see, if you are not sooner He comes the better it
plum stone blind, that we are ten will suit me. This old world is:
times more in the grip of auto- not going to be fit to live in any
cratic power than we were- be- more until He does come, and T
fore the war. During the war don’t see any reason why I
congress delegated to Wilson all | should want it put off for a sin-
kinds of unlimited “powers”  gle day. -.
with the expectation that he' But for a preacher of the gos-
would turn them loose when the 'pel to “almost wish sometimes |
emergency was past. _ that Jesus would come”’—that |

But has he turned them loose? ' was what got me. After analyz- |

Not enough so that you ecan ing it carefully, the meaning I|
tell it. .get is that he would just a leetle |

Lemme see. 'bit rather Jesus would stay|
Oh, yes, he has loosened up away.

seme in matters where the mon- i
ey power is concerned. He has THINKING ABOUT IT :
permitted the capitalists to re--
sume trade relations with Ger-
many. That means more money :
for the plutes, yvou know, and it’ : : |
just hacIIJ to be done. But has Such a terrible thing as they try
the Wilson autoeracy limbered to make us believe—if it is only !
up any in its war on free speech, a gang of cut-throats and mur-.
fl'?e'_l)l'eﬂﬁ',%!ld t]‘}ell‘ligt?tslgf the derers, with no redeeming fea-
;:;fl age citizen: 1 Showld Say tyre about it—how is it possible

And on top of all the vrest, .tgr rﬁaf‘ﬁz S%E?d fgcl)loi\?gf'sm:;\lre%etl
here he is trying to put a blind 8 ¥ _DCw 1
bridle on us and hitech us up to ?Vhel'e? valt were utterly bad'
the.old greedy monarchies of 2nd dangerous, the masses Ofi
Europe. That looks like we are !(;ihe p%(l)pl.?: x;')ould have n‘)thl}}_'g to
Erattoli === weu” 40 with it, because you can’t ar-|
traveling toward ‘“democracy aue toane that evervhods have |

in a trot. call Suddenly gone wild and revert-

England and Italy both :
themgelves democracies, but. ©d to the jungle stage. The very

they are both monarchial gov-: fact that- this movement " can|

Another thing I can’t under-!
stand is this: If Bolshevism is

‘ernments ruled by heriditary &roW and spread over the world |

kings. Japan, as absolute a SO rapidly as it is doing proves to:
monarchy as Germany ever was, : M€ that the common oppressed |
does not even make any pre- asses see in it something that,
tense of being a democracy. °ffers them some relief. They
These three monarchies, with at least believe that 1t cannot.
one republic—France—are ex-. possibly be any worse than what
pecting to rule Europe. And we they now have, and it might be
are expected to smile upon that better. So they would just about |
mess and call it “democracy.” I.2s soon try it as not. Unless I
just want you to hush, as Tom | am badly mistaken, that is howi

'the American masses are think-.

—the ruled and exploited class. ‘no other way if there is no

: ing that any man WANTS to be:
again—the same old Fool-Killer quite wish it at any time, but on the bottom with all the!

_ Don’t you reckon Je- : him.
sus is pleased with such ardent 44 to st

be suddenly called away from fool if he don’t find it out and YOU are Sernibly ignorant and
home to be gone several months. ' begin to kick.

would just about as soon not go.looking back over my April copy
of The American Magazine, and | That certainly does look like you

\clined to think that the popular

;ing on the subject. \

CLASS-CONSCIOUSNESS They Keeﬁ—On_
Read any of the capitalist pa- Slandering God

p}t:rs and you will be sure to find
them railing against the idea of | :
“class-consciousness” among the | They Do Not Know the Differ-
workers. They say that to en- ence Between Punishment
courage class-consciousness is to and Torm.nt.
encourage divisions and dissen-
tions among the people, who.
other-wise might all be ONE
people and live in harmony.

Fiddlesticks!

Also rats!

What do you mean, then,
when you speak of the man’s ter-
rible PUNISHMENT ? You refer
to his being cut off from life—
t'a.ken away from his family and
friends, and deprived of all the
things that we like to live for.
Now here! In the name of all
that is reasonable, can’t you see
‘that the man’s PUNISHMENT
1s not the PAIN OF DYING, but -
the FACT OF BEING DEAD?
-And can’t you see that the PUN-
ISHMENT will last as long as he
STAYS DEAD? |

Don’t you know how hard a
man will fight for his life? Don’t
vou know that a condemned
criminal will move heaven and
earth, as the saying is, to get his
death sentence changed to life

. Republican, Ark.,
Aug. 4th, 1919.

Mr. James Larkin Pearson,

Boomer, N. C.
Dear Sir:

After Readifig your paper for
Likewise buli’s foot! some time And will have to say’

Efow! there is Nothing to your argue-

I wonder if you don’t "' ment you read the Bible and try
that the rich bosses and exploi- ' to twist it Just to suit yvou But

ters are also class-conscious?!] Am glad to say that you and All

-

You can bet your bottom dollar:the peaple that Believe as you imprisonment? He would ra-
that they never lose sight of the : DO ¢ant change gods pans so you ther live a very unhappy life

had Better get Rid of such be- than die an easy death. Why?
Simply because it is natural for
us to love life in spite of its hard
conditions, and it is natural for
us to look upon death as the
worst thing that can happen to
us.

And yet when the Bible plain-
ly says that the wages of sin is
DEATH, you super-Solomons of

fact“that they t’l'temselves AT€ lief as you have and give your
the “upper class”—the I‘ullngihart mind soul and strenth to
and exploiting class. But they god if you are going to fix your
don’t want the poor workers to| Way or a plan by Which you Will
find out that THEY (the work- | b¢ Saved christ Died in Vain But

" ., | Christ Fixed a Way Where by
ers) belong to the “lower class 'We Might be Saved and there is

Because they know that when a!Everlasting Punishment What

worker finds out that he is being ; Was the need of christ Comming orthodoxy begin to stutter and

purposely held down and syate-imtﬂ this World and Dying on the slobber and swear that the

matically skinned b . icross that we might be saved Bible told a lie—that a little
Y sKinneda Dy an “upper | fyom our sins I am sending vou a

thing like DEATH wouldn’t be
any punishment hardly. You
think God ought to go back to

class”—right then he is going to!| Booklet Entitled Hell and Ever-
start something on his own -ac-|lasting punishment please Read
count. _earei"uﬁy i:llr'lldtnptic? smf:iptur?s t}tledday}s of the Inquisition and

Just as 1 3 ;carefully that is given far ref- study their methods and learn
boss; ::e Oglg t"‘q t:'h: ‘m;x: e.’t;ference Also the writer of the how to torment people good and
e aple 10 mamtain thelr ' same Book 'has Written A Book proper.,

proud position as an ‘“‘upper|on Christ’'s Kingdom and reign! T said just now that it is na-
class,” just so long will the slav-  also Christ seccond comming and | tural for us to regard DEATH
into a! What Will fallaw it will Do you  as the worst thing that can hap-
.good to get them and read them pen to us. And in the natural

Very truly yours | course ol events it is. But there

. J D willis B sucih a thing as  deliberate
REPLY. orutal TORTURE being worse

| ‘than death. You show me a man
world’s weight piled on top of My dear Mr. Willis: who delights in torturing any
But when he IS there and: I am genuinely sorry for you iiVing creature just for the fun.

oy Hhere and. siiftar fOl‘é: and all people like you. The. of seeing it suffer, and I will tell
years, I say he is a mighty big!&reat trouble with you is that

“lower class.”
Don’t fool yourself into think-

'the world that he is a eruel and
heartless beast. All civilized
‘governments seek for the most
~mereiful and painless way of ex-
ecuting 2 eriminal. Any me-
. thod of execution that causes the
victim to suffer unnecessarvily
'has long ago been abandoned.
Whenever this rule is violated,
‘don’t you know how all eiviliza-
' tion resents it? It was violated

i <~3 on all sides during the Great
R  War. People were tortured just

-comma nor any other punctua-i ¢y, {ja hrutal delight of seeing
tion mark in the whole th]llg.' them sufler. And don't you

know how bitter we have all felt
against Germany and Turkey for
. their cruelty in torturing and
tormenting the vietims that fell
‘into their hands? And don’t
-vou know what a stink has been
raised because some of our own
army officers turned brutes and
tortured the soldiers? Can’t you
see that the whole sentiment of
civilization is against the idea of
torture and torment?

And yvet vou dave to stand up
and tell me that the Good God of
_all the universe is more cruel and

‘dont’ know it. Look at your let-
‘ter, printed above, and notice
‘how beautifully it is spelled, cap-
‘italized and punctuated. You
: — .spell the name of God with a lit-
Once in awhile the plute pub-itle g and commence about half

PREACHERS PLEASE

I found the following which I know something. Ain’t you a
had marked in an article by Pretty thing to be trying to in-
Bruse Bavtois ‘struct an editor? If I were in
’ _ . your place 1 would be ashamed.

“Whenever 1 see a faction of There is no sense in supposing
folks who seem to me most in that a man as ignorant as you
need of criticism, most wrong in are is capable of forming an in-
their ideas and influence, I can- telligent opinion about anything.
not forget what a sorry appear-  You ask: if there is no Ever-
ance that crowd must have pre- | lasting punishment What Was
sented who folpwed - Jesus of the need of Christ Comming in-

Nazereth along the shores of to this World and Dying on the
Galilee. When I find all the Cross?
fuddle-

good men on one side of —any! You poor, ignorant,
question, I am reminded that all’' headed simpleton, I double-dare

! R L brutal than even a Hun or a
tl.le leadmg citizens were on the ; you to po;nt out any place where - Turk? Dare vou tell me that
side that sent Socrates to death I ever claimed that there is to God will carry on a business

and that stoned Stephen in the he no Everlasting Punishment

. . FOREVER that our earthly gov-
market-place.” ‘for the wicked. Why, man, 1 : ﬂ S

ernments will not permit for a

Read that again, and think ' believe in everlasting P““iShj single day if they can help it?
about it. There is a great Jes. | Ment just as strong as you oF Don’t you realize that you are

“anybody else, and I have repeat-
tedly expressed that belief in
every article I have written on

making God a worse brute than
~old Nero ever was? It is a won-
“der to me that God permits men

son in it. We are too much in-

thing is the right thing, and that : the subject. o ‘to live and slander Ilis holy
the unpopular thing is alwaysil %'_es, mdee_ci,hl ]Eltle"‘f 1;1 th‘il" ‘name like that.
3 1 lasting punishment, bu 1€ |
ba.'d and BETOBE. Why’ S?kes thing I dO NOT })EIieve in is | ]N‘-ES‘TIG ATE
alive, man, when you come right  eyeyJasting TORMENT. Now I'll DA

down to the facts it is more of-

‘just bet a purty that you are
ten- just the other way. You

' too big a gunﬁp to see ?ihl?‘f differ-
may study the history of every  €nce. But there 1s a difference,
. and a big one. Right there is
1efor1¥1 movement that has EVeL'| where all you blabber-mouthed
been in the world and you willi orthodox folks get tangled up in
find that all the big leaders of so-: your whiskers and fall down.
ciety, church and state were You have never learned the dif-
against them. ference between PUNISHMENT

..o 'and TORMENT. You think
I have been advertising for an. that the only way God could in-

orthodox preacher who is Wwill- gjet everlasting punishment on a
ing to say that he would have sinner would be to keep him
joined with Jesus and his little alive and in conscious TOR-

bunch of ragged fishermen if he’ MENT through endless eternity.

e : Now listen to me just a min-
had been living at !:hat time, but ute. Suppose a man in your
I haven’t found him yet.

The ! community commits a murder,
preachers can primp up their and he is tried in your court and
long faces and talk mighty su-'sentenced to the electric chair.
gary about Jesus now, since He In telling me about it you would

: : 1 ‘say that the man was going to
and Hlsf cause have gained recog- get a terrible punishment for
nition in the world, but how s crime. And yet in using the
many of them would have been word ‘“punishment” you would
willing to face the disgrace. of no};f mean glle crmscntms1 é}h);sl:g?l

: : ‘ceiples 7 suffering the man would exper-

I%(;:ng one;otf IH - ez:r:y ;{hsmp = ience at the moment of execu-

R tion; for, as a matteé' o fact, he

 would perhaps not be conscious

Thte _mor;)esirl d1t i bG;raI:;l:e}s: Lof any suffering at all. And even:

SPEIL IR WuhGiNe Su {if he did feel any pain it would
was her sipking fund. ’last only an instant.

T hope you will at least give.
me credit for being honest. [
hope you will not say that I am
printing this paper just to make
' a sensation, and that I do not
believe the things [ write. The
fact is. I DO believe them, else 1
would not write them. And
'more than that, I have good
REASONS for believing them.

Now if you are as honest as 1
am, you will not condemn until
vou investigate. It is not treat-
ing me fair to denounce or con-
demn my position until you have
devoted as much honest effort to
proving me WRONG as 1 have
to proving myself RIGHT.

If often happens that a man
will spend long weary years in
study and investigation about
something, and just as soon as
he announces his stand, some lit-
tle upstart who has never given
five minutes study to the subject

rwill bob up and say the man is
wrong. That is a.mighty fool-
ish thing for anybody to do,
and only a fool would do it. So
if vou think the things 1 say in
this paper are all wrong, a little
honest investigation might be an
,eye-opener for you.

—




