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We Must not Permit Autocracy
by the Short Cut of U-boats
to Curtail Our Undisputed
Control of the Sea.

(By Richmond Pearson Hobson.)
Great Bend, Kansas, April 26—

Sea power is an fundamental for

democracies for transporting military

strength as for transporidng c¢om-
modities of commerce.

The British empire could not have
sent a soldier England
would have been starved aut or invad-

to France,

ed and dispowed of within six montha
after the war begun.

then
have heen

Italy
without

France, Russia, then

would aubdued
great difficulty.

America could never have entered
on the European side, but itself would
have been involved, the Atlantic sen-
board geeupied and a levy made upon
haif the wealth of the nation.

Teutonic autocracy in control of the
sea in six roonths would have been
undisputed masters of the world, be-
fore democracy could have organized
its latent strength.

In short, the 40 super-dreadnoughts
giving Germany the control of the sea
would have been easily the equivalent
10,000,000

dreadnought

of soldiers. A single
would have been the
equivalent of, Say, a quarter of a mil-
lion men. Yet 1,000 men are able to
man the uperdreadnought.

So very fundamental and vital is
this sea power to democracy, that we

IRey VI e
isputed contio s nen, It §
sufficient simply to build vessels as

fast as the U-boats can destroy them
or to trap U-boats as fast as they are
built. Democracy must dominate the
@ea under water as well as above the
and surface
<kaft of special type can hunt the Ger-
man U-boat from under the ea as we
have done with the

Hydroplanes

German  battle

It is to be
hoped that America will be a deciding
factor in this war on the U-boat, and

fleets above the sea,

will realize this question touches the
heart of sea power with all that sea
power means to democracy.

I cannot too strongly emphasize the
importance of the time factor in the
outcome of the great war, especially
since America has joined the entente
Control of the® gsea is steadily,
inexorably operating to the advantage
of industrialism. If adequate time is
gained, sea power must give the de-
cision to democracy.

If U-boat warfare does not shatter
the allies' control of the sea, the com-
merce of the world will relieve the
privations of the Teutonic allies
gradually will become intolerable, and
then the whole resources and latent
military power can be
brought to bear. :

America's financial strength in a
test of endurance would be found
about equal to that of the rest of the
world combined and fully five times
that of Germany.

allies.

of America

In a test of en-
durance, America, enjoying control of
the sea, could place 10,000,000 men on
the battle lines of Europe and could
maintain that many indefinitely,
making up losses as fast as they oe-
cur, maintaiging an overflowing sup-
ply of urmu‘nd munitions,

Germany knows this pertectly well,
German experts have critically ex-
amined the performances of American
troops in a long war, as shown in
1861-4, the war between the states.
U-boats have not been able to pre-
vent or materially impede the dispatch
of Canadian troops. It can be assur-
ed they could not prevent the dis-
patch of American troops. The power
of Ameriea in money and materials
will be felt this year. Our power in
men will not begin to be felt until

the central powers are to get the de-
cision at all they must get it out of
this senson’s operations, If they are
to have a negotisted peace, it must
come thin year or next year at the
Intest.

If I understand the temper of the
|allied peoples, the Teuton armies
\would have to take Paris before the
decision could possibly go to the cen-
tral powers. If | know the metal of
Americans and Englishmen, a final
decision wouid not be mceepted even
then as long as the sea remained open,

In other worda, since America’™s en-

try into the war, Germany will have
I!u wrest from the allies their contral
of the can get the
deciaion, even with a full cuntinental

sea before she

sweep of viclorious armies,

I have no doubt that Germany's of-
ficial policy toward America, at least
for this year, will be one of presistent
lt'urwllmtmu. that German inlrigues in
Mexico and within our borders will
not take the form of any overt acts,
that German propaganda will, as far
hidden. The

to keep Ameriean

ns anle

p‘)?lnﬂll!l‘. be
motive will be
public sentiment apathetie, in fancied
security.

The policy of our government to dis-
sipate this delusion would be to pro-
ceed without delay upon the definite
policy of preparing the nation for a
great war of endurance, a policy of
organizing the full war strength of
the nation. The policy of our govern-
ment to avert a dangerous apathy and
false sense of security should be to
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An attack upon Constantinople,
initiated by naval operations in the
Dardaislles, would be sound grand
strategy. It is in harmony with the
dictates of humanity as well as a mat-

ter of sound policy.
' What America Must Do,
Friendliness for the German people

!

Iraﬂ for a clear proof by our govern-
|
ment, backed by our people, that no

as well as humanity and sound poelicy

tmutu'r how long the war, no matter
{ what the cost, no matter what the sac-
| rifice, Ameriea will not now permit
[the decision to go to the Teutons. We
'shnuld at once pass the bill for select-
ive conscription and proceed to orga-
nize the whole industrial, agricultural
militory and naval power of the
nation,

We must act as if a revolution of
the German people or other revolt
against continued war is about as
likely to happen as the voluntary ab-
dication of the kaiser.

On the whole, it loocks to me as
though Teuton grand strategy is mov-
ing on schedule, namely, that a secret
peace or understanding has been
sought with Russia and with Italy, If
successful then within 80 days we may
expect the combined Teuton power,
including Austrians, Bulgarians and
Turks, to be hurled against the Brit-
ish and French on the western front.

Present Battle Inclusive.

Under ordinary conditions the pres-
ent advance of the French and English
would be considered masterful, but it
may be too late to help Russia and
Italy, and it seems now too deliberate
to break any part of the German line.
The allies cannot win until all the
ullied armies advance simultaneously
and continue to advance night and day
till at the proper time, by concentra-
tion, they break clear through and
rout the German armies,

If secret German overtures to Rus-
|sia for a separate pesce or an under-
(etunding prove futile, then we may

_immn expect n great Teuton drive up-
Petrograd. In case  we
| thould be prepared, in case of Teuton
:-un-eu. to see the fall of Russian
capital, possibly within 90 days, fol-
lowed by & separate pwnce or such

on such

eliminate France.

This is no doubt the essence of Tey-
ton grand strategy. The determining
element is the time element.

The allied grand strategy has thres
eardinal factors. First, to break
through—clear through—the German
defensen on the west while the Teuton
armies are engaged in Russia, Second
,to cause Runsia to stand steadfast and
exert her utmost resistance. Third,
for Ameriga to place her full power in
the balance at the earliest possible
moment,

Late dispatches indieate that the
personnel of an American commission
in being considered. =t

to Russia

seems to rhe that in view of the vital
importance of American-Russian co-
operation, we should place at the

head of such commission the American
with the very highest prestige avajl-
able, namely, an ex-President, Roose-
velt first choice, Taft second choice.
Roosevelt to The Front.

If Roosevelt insists on going to the
front: in France, | would suggest that
Major-General Leonard Wood be sent
in command of two divisions of regu-
lars without delay, and that Roose-
velt, with the rank of brigadier, by
act of Congress, go as his chief of
«taff, serving in thae capacry until
qualified to command  a division,
Later, as major-general, he might
command an army corps, and finally
with higher rank, created for the pur-
pose, be our first field marshal, to

command all American forces in Eu-
rope.

It WY e ey, o fmpre
Pershing, with & picked division of

regulars to ‘he westorm front for the
moral effect. | would send General
Wood and Roosevelt with two divis-
iona of regulars to Russia, and would
throw American forces upon the east-
ern front as well as the western as
qut as we can organize and train
{them and can develop Russian trans.
Imrtalium. !

Humanity is entitled to America's
the industrial
talent she can command, as well as
money and munitions, and there must
be no respect for politics or personali-
ties. 1‘think with so many difficult
constructive problems of organization
in Russia, military and semi-military,
that Roosevelt and Leonard Wood
should go there, and go quickly. They
could lay the foundation for a future
Russo-American offensive that would
really reach Vienna and Berlin unless
the Teutons came to terms before this
overwhelming ecombination of man-
power, money-power, power of in-
dustry and material could be mobiliz-
jed, !

offering, very best

Send an Army Abroad Soon.

Roosevelt and Wood have had so
many kinds of experjence in public
service and have been so uniformly
successful in grappling with problems
of organization, construction, and ad-
ministration that it appears in the
spirit of true conserdiption that the
democracies of the world have a right
to draft them for service where the
| problems and obstacles are the great-
est in the death grapple with autocra-
cy, namely, in now demucratic Russia.

Press reports state that Field Mar-
shal Joffre, on behalf of France, has
requested the sending of an American
militury expedition to France without
delay, if even only of small size, for
the moral effect upon the allied
armies as a symbol of Ameriea arm-
ing her great strength and putting
herself into the fray.

Such an expedition should not only
go quickly, but shoul? go prepared to
fight at the earliest poseible date, not
only for the moral effect on Europe,
but for the awnkening effect on
Ameriea. It is naturally hard for our
people to realize that America is real-

courss, be the pick of the regulars
back from the training of the Mexi-
can expedition.

War and Strong Drink.

The week has witnessed a discussion
in Amerien, following the general line
of similar discussions abroad, of the
question of intoxieating liquors and
| preparedness for war. There is not
(an important belligerent gvernment
|abrond that has not struck a deadly

blow at all distilled lquors as & war
The reason is so plain that

mensure,
Ilt does not admit of discussion, Con-
!xrmm would execute the will of pro-
bably 95 per cent of *he American
people if at once in the war revenue
bill it absolutely denied
commerce to whisky and
beverage purpoves.

There is another measure that
should thc wWar
revenue bill, about which there can be

interstate
gin for

be incorporated in

no questtion, except from those in-
volved financinlly namely, a heavy in-
¢rease in the retail liquor tax or
license, as it is called.

FPractically all the hootleggers and
outlaw retailers who are defying the
prohibitory laws of states, counties
and cities, selling to boys in pool
rooms and other places, exhibit their
United States license secured for a
song, making Uncle Sam a silent
partner in breaking state laws. I
would suggest that the retail tax be
increased from 325 a year to §2,500

a year. This would take probaBly

60,000 outlaws from under Unele
R ection. It would

By R TN T
The Press should encourage an edu-

cational discussion, free from bitter-
ness of the whole question, including
the effect upon the public health and
producing efficiency of the nation, up-
on the public morals, upon mortality,
upon heredity. upon the general wel-
fare, the progress and survival of the
nation and the race, thus aiding in
tke solution of the difficult problem of

Jhow to keep the nation sober as a
fundamental war measure vital in
preparedness  for this war and all

subsequent wars,

Money Taken by Robbers
in Pittsburgh Recovered.

Pittsburgh, Pa., May 14.—Police
today had recovered practically all of
the $10,000,000 taken from the First
National bank of Castle Shannon, a
suburb, today by four bandits who en-
tered the bank, shot to death the
cashier and assistant cashier of the
bank, bound and gagged a patron of
the bank, and in attempting to escape
wounded two persons.

One of the bandits, John Cheteh,
was killed and another, Sam Berts,
probably fatally wounded by
shots from a posse of townspeople.
A third bandit, Nick Yacle, was cap-
tured and badly beaten by a mob that
attempted to take him from the possc.
Efforts to capture the fourth bandit
‘were unsuccessful. All of the robbers
live in Pittsburgh and are young men.

wnas

Eatable Trading Stamps.

New York, May 14.—Some of the
merchants of Ridgewood, L. 1., have
supplemented trading stamps by giv-
ing their customers onions and pota-
toes, One small putato or onion is
given with each 10-cent purchase. A
bigger potato goes with a bigger pur-
chase. The housewife who makes a
$4 purchase gets enough potatoes for
o dinner. The merchants report that
the scheme is popular,

Incidentally, it is reported that it
has become so popular that the pro-
prietors of moving picture theaters
are thinking of giving a small potato
imd n young onion with each 10 cent
llirlwt. &

‘| mans the village of Roeux, to the east

Republic.
Russin still looms in the eyes of the

world as a portentous ohstacle to an
early wmuccensful iswoe of the war for
the entente nations and the United
States over Gorman, and her allies,

With & far from satisfactory state
of affairs existing between the council |
of workmen's and soldiers’ lhput'!ni
and high Russian government officials
which in the inst few days has result-
ed in the rexignations of the com-
mander of the forees in Petrograd
and the minister of war and marine,
eomes a renewal of the rumor that
Turkey in following in the footateps
of Germany and Austria-Hungary and
endeavoring to affect a separate peace
with Russia.

Compensation sald to have heen of-
fered by Turkey embraced a thing
that has been the life dream of Rus-
sia—the caomplete apening of Dardan-

elles to Rusaia ships, both merchant
men and men of war. Turkey also
would be agreeable if Russia would
consent to lay down arms, to consider
a satisfactory settlement of the Ar-
menian question, long a thorn in the
side of mankind, and likewise deal
with her various subjects on the prin-
ciple of nationality.

While there have been rumors that
the council of workmen’s and soldiers’
deputies has cglled for an armistice,
official denial of this is made by the
council. On the contrary, it is stated
by the council that an appeal to the
soldiers is being drawn up declaring

t & peace.
a.in‘iw-.'-" Mactive in thelr french

On both the Caucasian and Mesopo-
tamian fronts the Turks have inflicted
reverses on the Russians, according to
Petrograd.

South of Erzingan lh‘ Kurds have
repulsed Russian forees after a nt.ul:-I
born fight, while in Mesopotamia the |
Russians have been forced to retreat |
across the Diaia river in the face of |

superior forces. !

A significant statement as to the
desirability of Great Britain accept-
ing a separate peace with Au.-'tria-*
Hungary has been made by the chan-
cellor of the exchequer in the house of
There never had been a
question of making a separate peace,
said the chancellor, but as Germany
was always trying to detach some of
the allies, it might be “that no blow
would seem so fatal to Germany as if
one of her own allies were detached
from the fight.”

On the front in France the British
after days of fierce fighting, have
taken in its entirety from the Ger-

commons.

of Arras and north of Gavrelle have
pushed their line forward. French
and German artilleries are still roar-
ing in the great duels which dlways
are the forerunners of attacks.

. The sixth Zeppelin w meet with de-
struction by the British and French
since the war began has been ac-
counted for by British naval forces in
the North Sea. The airship, the 1.-22
was completely destryed and it is be-
lieved that most of its crew perished.

High Point Veterans Have
Been Completely Qutfitted.
High Point, May 12.—When the
meeting of the local camp, United
Confederate Veterany, wans held this
afternoon it was learned that a com-
plete outfit, from head to foot, would
be ready for each member of the camp
that goes to Washington to attend the
annual reunion in June. Uniforms
have been ordered as a result of a
canvass for funds by the sponcer,
Miss L Ivan Paylor, and a recent gift
of 875 from the local chapter, enabled
the membaers of the camp to purchase

| treated than the

Hands of Germans.

With the British Armies in France,
May |.—Three British soldiers who
have just suecesded in escaping from
8 German prison eamp o few miles
back of the fighting lines, tell & pitl-
able story of their treatment by the
enemy. They declared there was a
great deal of sickness in the camp
due to fatigue and starvation.

“If we showed the slightest dispo-
sition to go siek,” said one of the men .
to the correspondent of the Associnted
Presa today, “we were sither thrash-
ed with whips ar struck with the butt
end of a rifle.”

Although this seldier had been in
enemy hands only thred months he
had dropped in weight from 182
pounds to 108, He was a living skele-
His feet had heen frozen and
were gangrenous for

ton.
lack of treat-
had neither
conts nor hlankets during the coldest
When captured dur-
ing a raid they wore leather juckets,
These the Germans took away from
them immediately. They also stripp-
ed the rubber lining from their shrap-
nel helmets and took away their regi-
mental badges for the brass that was
in them.

One of the men during the perilous
trip across No Man’s Land at the end
of the escape was badly wounded. For
food the prisoners reccived daily a

ment. The men over-

of the winter.

thin soup and about every second day

a cup of weak coffee substitute. On

about the size of a lump of sugar.
Recently the men were compeiled to
work s0 near the front that they
eame within reach of the British fire.
This was an exceptional instance,
however, they said.

The French prisoners, on the other
hand, are constantly employed just
back of the firing line and suffer
In the camyp, how-
ever the French prisoners were better
Euoglish,
strange to hear this story in view of
the sleek appearance of the German
prisoners in English hands, all well
fed, well nourished, paid for their bits
of labor and permitted to buy com-
forts at the canteens under the same
conditions as the tommies.

many casualties.

It was

Veterans Appreciative.

Be it resolved by GSurry County
Camp of Confederate Veterans that
the County Board of Commissioners
at their meeting on Monday May 7,
1917, in passing a resolution authoriz-
ing the Register of Deeds to issue a
check in the sum of five dollars to
each and every Confederate Veteran
of Surry County, (said list to be fur-
nished the Register of Deeds by the
Surry County Camp of Veterans on
or before June 1st, 1917), have won
the appreciation and the genuine
thanks of the Veterans of the County.
This public vote of appreciation of
the patriotic struggles and hardships
endured by ourselves and our com-
rades in the Sixties is a circumstance
that shall not be forgotten, and we
are assured that your generous reso-
lution will bring it about that a num-
ber of our comrades will be enabled
to attend the great Confederate Re-
union to be held in the Nation's Capi-
tal on June 4th and Gth.

Be it further resolved that a ecopy
of these resolutions be forwnided to
the Board of County wemmisssioners
of Surry County and that a copy be
spread upon the permanent minates of
thi Oy

Unanimously adopted at a regulae
meoting of Surry Camp held at Mt
Jiry, N. C,, on May 10, 1817,

8. C. Franklin, Commander,

lm hats.

Z. T. Smith, Adj.




