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NEWSPAPER RELIABILITY.

We print the following from the Raleigh
News-Observer, because it so well ex-

presses our feeling:
“Aga rule, our experience is thnt the
tendency of the bulk of the newa of a

respectable newspaper is toward the
t.rurt):f It must not be overlooked that

« in their desire to serve the public, ester-
prising journals try to be first in getting

the news. )
“Take, for example, the handling of the

war news for the last few weeks. Even
the report of the Maine court and the
Pmiduut.'u message came A8 no surprise,
They had been outlined and with practi-
cal accaraey by men who had gotten the
results with toil and vigilance of which
erities do not dream.

“Again, the newspaper, more acufely
than any oue else, feels most chagrinedat
denying its printed story of the previous
day. And if it hasbeen ied_lnw an error,
it is to its credit that it comes out
promptly and frankly with the correction.

“There is no desire among respectable
newspapers except to print the truth
and ou the whole they do so. In the
midst of o mase of newa to be handled in
say vight hours one cannot be expected
to get vut a Revised Edition of the
Bible. But-do notbehardon yourpaper,
dear reader; what it tells you is pretty
nearly right.”

We wish to add to the above the
thonght that doring the recent numerous
conflicting reports regarding the war sit-
uation, these conflicting reports were
largely because of President McKinley's
vacillating course. We bave no doubt
that be told the representatives of the
money power that he would exhaust
every resource at bis command to main-
tain peace; and, on the other hand, told
others that the honor of the American
nation would be fully vindicated, And
this, we thiuok, largely accounts for the
conflicting reports sent over the wires
during the past few weeks. And we

. think the reports hereafter—now that

" MeKinley has sent in his message—will
be more in accord with actual facts.

What the United States does in the in-
terest of the island of Cuba she needs to
do quickly. With the withdrawal from
Havana of Lee and the Stars and Stripes
came the withdrawal of (lara Barton
and the Red Cross. The starving multi-
tudes are being no longer fed. The ab-
sence of Americans removes all restraints
to the satiety of proverbial Spanish
cruelty and blood-thirstiness. The main
purpose of our intervention is to stop an
intolerablecondition in theisland. Hence
we need to make haste, The Red Cross,
as Miss Barton points out in a letter,
must follow not precede the guns. And
Cuba’s crying need is the presence and
ministrations of Miss Barton and her
like.—Charlotte Observer.

The Wilmington Star firmly sticks to
the opinion that there will be no war. It
soid yesterday: When Spain has been
driven to her last resort, she will listen
again to the Pope and the European
powers, and they will whisper in her ear:

" “Cuba is already lost to you. Abandon
the island apd save Porto Rico, the
Phillipines ‘and your present dynasty,”
The Star thinks that then S8agasta will
yield to the inevitable. The Star evi-
dently believes that Bagasta is sagacious.

The Catholic Pope has done all in his
power to avert war. He is reported as
greatly upset over the almost certainty

-of eonflict, and is said to have prayed
God to avert the war, otherwise to let
him die that he may not behold such a
sight.
Pugilist Jim J. Corbett is a candidate
for the Democratic congressional nomina-
tion in the Hurlem district,
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LER ON THE DISASTER.

BLAMES THE WEYLERITES.

In His Testimony Before the Senate Com.
mittes He Exonerates Blance From
Complicity amd Disousses the State
of Cuba—Hasvana Starving.

Whashington, April 15.—The testimony
taken before the senate committee on
foreign relations in connection with the
investigation finto the relations Dbe-
tween the United States and Cuba was
made public today. It constitutes a
book of about 650 pages and Includes
not only the testimony faken since the
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lights, stafing that not more tham one
or two had gone out.
the shock of the explosion at hig hote),

He had not felt

Was an Expert's Work.
The following colloquy between Sena-

tor Foraker :uzi General Lee brought
out some further _
eral In regard to the destruction of the

Malne:

opinlons of the gén-

Senator Foraker—You think that no

novice could have destroyed the Maine?

General Lee—Oh, no, sir] The man

who did the work was an oficer tHor-
oughly acquainted with explosives of
all sorts and knew all about them. It
was very well done.

Benator Foraker—A man who had ex

pert knowledge necgessarily? :

General Lee—Yes, sir.
Senator Clark—And who must have

had knowledge of the location of the
torpedo? v

General Lee—Yes. I never have been

certain that the submarine explosive
was placed there prior to the entrance
of the Maine Into the harbor.

It might

disaster to the Maine, but also much
that was taken before and running back
for & year or more,
which contains the greatest current in-

terest is that made by Consul General
In this statement

L.ee on the 12th inst,

General Lee zald he was informed on
very good authority that the Bpaniards
head placed two rows of torpedoes at the
mouth of Havana harbor, by Morro
castle, within the past two months, or
subsequent to the Maine disaster, and
that the swlitchboard Is In a room In
He sald, however, that he
had no Information of the placing of
any torpedoes before the Maine was de-
stroyed and none in regard to the pur-
chase abroad by the Spanish authori-

the castle.

ties,

The statement

have been done afterward. The Maine
was anchored to a buoy by some little
chain. A vessel swinging around that
way sometimes gets at varlous places
all around the circlee. When she would
swing off that way, with the bow next
to the buoy and these boats plying
about the harbor all the time, anybody
could go pretty well in front of her on
a dark night and drop one of these
submarine mines of 500 pounds. They
have fingers, as it were, and as the boat
goes around it would touch the finger,
which makes contact and explodes the
mine. That might have been done aft-
er the Maine got In there and not be
discovered. One or two men rowing
quietly In a boat'eould drop it off the
stern of the boat on a dark night,
though Bigsbee had his patrols out. A

“Have you any reason to suppose that
the harbor was mined at all before the
blowing up of the Maine?” asked Sena-
tor Frye. ’

“No, sir; T had no reason to suspect
anything of the sort up to that time."”
He then went on to say that General
Weyler's letter to SBantos Guzman had
led him to belleve that mines might
have been placed there previous to the
Maine incident, and he said that this
supposition was strengthened by a tele-
gram from General Weyler of which he
had cognizance. Upon the whole, he
thought the Weyler letter (the Laine
letter) was a correct copy of the genu-
ine letter. The telegram to which he
referred was addressed to Eva Canel, a
noted Spanish woman and an admlirer
of Weyler, and to Senor Guzman, and
it read as follows:

“Grave circumstances cause me to
ask you to destroy the last letter, of
Feb. 18.” S

General Lee sald that this telegram
had never before been published, and he
found in it strong confirmatory evi-
dence of the genuineness of the Weyler
letter.

No Doubt About External Origin.

With reference to the responsibility
for the destruction of the Maine, Gen-
eral Lee sald:

“I am satisfied the explosion was from
the outside. I cabled the state depart-
ment a few days after the board assem-
bled that it was almost certain that the
explosion was from the exterior. I have
always had an idea about the Maine
that, of course, it was not blown up by
any private individual or by any pri-
vate citizen, but it was blown up*by
some of the officers who had charge of
the mines and electrical wires and tor-
pedoes in the arsenal there who thor-
oughly understood their business, for it
was done remarkably well,

“I do not think General Blanco, the
present captaln and governor general
of the island of Cuba, had anything to
do with it. I do not think he had any
knowledge of it. I saw him just shortly
after the occurrence. I was sitting in
Auny room at the hotel, and from the bal-
cony of the hotel I could hear this, 1
heard the explosion and saw a great
column of fire go up in the air. A few
moments after ascertalning that it was
the Maine I went right down to the
palace and I asked for General Blanco.
He came in directly by himself, He had
Just heard it and was crying; tears
were coming out of his eyes. He seemed
to regret it as much as anybody I saw
in Havana, but I think it came from
some of the tern officers who had

boat would not have been noticed, be-
cause boats go there always to a late
hour of the night.
of these little boats. A mine welghs
about 600 pounds, and I suppose it
would take two or three men—one man
to row and
handle the mine.

The harbor is full

probably one or two to

Spanish Population Not Hostile,
In reply to a question from Senator

Gray General Lee sald that the Spanish
population is not especlally hostile to-
ward the United States, his language
being as follows:

“I do not think they are now. They

were, but the Spanlsh portion are prin-
cipally the merchants, commission mer-
chants and shopkeepers, and all this
agitation is affecting very much thelr
business. A great rffmny of them, while
they give expression to great loyalty,
are really annexationists because they
think it is the
ble, as they wou
ation to the United States to a Cuban
republie,
would be made against them In some
way, and would rather trust to the
United States than to'the Cubans.”

way out of the trou-
much prefer annex-

fearing that discrimination

Senator Lodge asked, “What does this

cessation of hostilities spoken of in the
last few days amount to?” to which
General Lee responded: “Nothing, prac-
tically nothing—the armistice amounts
to nothing.
proclamation, which sald the queen re-
gent, at the request of his holiness the
pope, had issued an armistice, but that
is not worth the paper it is written on,
because a truce or armistice between
two contending forces requiges the con-
sent of both before it can be of any
practical effect, and it will not have the
consent of the insurgents.”

I saw General Blanco's

In response to an inquiry from Sena-

tor Frye as to his reasons for saying
that the insurgents would pay no atten-
tion to the armistice General Lee sald:

“Because every attempt so far to/
make terms or to make peace or to buy
the insurgents or their leaders has met
with signal failire, and whatever may
be said about old General Gomes, he is,
in my humble opinion, fighting that war
In the only way It can be done—scatter-
ing his troops cut—because to concen-
trate would be to starve, having no
commissary train and no way to get
supplies. They come in sometimes for
the purpose of making some little raid
where he thinks it will do something,
but he has given orders, so I have al-
ways been informed, not to fight, not
to become engaged, not to lose their
cartridges, and sometimes when he geéts

been there under Weyler, and who were |-Into a fight each man is ordered not to

probably antl-Blanco anyhow and who
had full knowledge of the business.”
General Lee sald that he had seen a
copy of a telegram from Admiral Man.
terolla, dated in Havana, prior to the
explosion of the Malne, to mﬂ?pmhh

fire more than 'two cartridges. When
General Weyler was there, he went out
after him sometimes, and they would
move up a column and fire, and some-
times the flank of the column and the
Spanish soldiers would deploy and
throw out skirmishers, and the Cubans,
like Indians, would go into the woods,
valleys and mountain sides’and scatter
out and walt until the Spanish troops

i

have a good many barrels of flour and

"a good denl of rice and some potatoes,]

but not # zreat many, and a little lard;
but everything that the town of Ha-
vana has received Iin the last four or
five or six months has been from the
United BStates by steamers from New
York, New Orleans and Tampa.”
Sepator Mjlls asked, “Can they get
no subsjstence from the islands?”
General Lee answered: ‘“‘Nothing more
than from the floor (indicating). The

way t ingurgents do s this: They
b:ge s patches of pweet potatoes—-
everything grows there very abundant-
ly In & short time—and Irish potatoes
and fruits. They drive t_helr pigs and
eattle Into the valleys #nd hillsides,
anhd they use those and scatter out.
‘That I8 the reason why they all scatter
out. A great many are planting. They
insurgents plant crops in many parts
of the island,”

“SBuppose Havana was blockaded,”
sald Senator Mills, “so that no provi-
sions could go in, would the people
there have any way to get any?”

“Ncne whatever,” responded General
Lee. ‘““The town would surrender in a
short while.”

“Are all the Cubans friendly to the
insurgents?” asked Senator Foraker,

“l never saw one that was not,” re-
sponded General Lee,

He then went on to deplet the impov.
erished and weakened condition of the
Spanish soldiers. Nobody, he sald, ever
saw the Spanish soldlers drill, He stat-
ed that the Spanish appropriations to
relleve the distress looked big on paper,
but would amount to nothing. He could
not see any pessibility of Spaln conquer-
ing the insurgents, =

In response to an Inquiry from Bena-
tor Lodge for his opinion of the insur-
gent government General Lee said:

“I have never thought that the insur-
gents had anything except the skeleton
form of a government—ea movable capi-
tal. I asked them one day why they
did not have some permanent capital,
and I think they gave a very good rea-
son. They sald it would require a large
force to protect it and defend it and
they could not afford to mass up their
men there; that the capital and the
government offices had to move where
they could be mafest.”

In response to questions from Senator
Daniel, General Lee sald that an Amer-
ican army of occupation could go Into
the Island with safety now.

“I mean on account of climate and so

LY

Lv. M olia....
| ar. Wilimington.

on,’" sald Senator Danlel, to which Gen-

eral Lee responded, “Account of the cli-
zio_ and on aecount of everything
e ¥

General Lee said that when he left
Havana the Spanish troops had not\
been pald for about nine months, nor
the Spanish officers for about four
months. -

WILMINGTON AXD WELDON RAILROAD.
CONDENSED SCHEDULE.
TRAINS GOING SOUTH. o

DATED i
Jan. 17th, 188. [ 8

Leave Weldon...
Ar. Rocky Mt....

Leave Tarboro,..

Lv. R Mt....
Leave Wilson..,.
Leave Selma.....
Lv. Fayetteville.
Ar. Florence....

Ar. Goldsboro...
Lv Goldsboro...

TRAINS GO
A M|
Lv. Florence ....
Lv. Fayetteville.
Leave Selma.....
Arrive Wilson...
A M, P. M.|A. M,
Lv. WilmlnFr.on. ............ cesnnd] T151 900
Lv. M Bleevtifessvonfrassssloonnas 855 1046
Lv. Goldsboro...|...... 500[.cuee 1010| 1206
P. M. A. M.|P, M.[P. M.
Leave Wilson....| 235 5 88 L‘im! 11 20| 123565
Ar. Rocky Mt...| 329 015‘ 1247 1187 187
Arrive Tarboro..|...... O M8t vnss)onvensPronas .
LBIWTII’WI‘O-.. 12” oooooo LR LL L]
Lv. Rocky Mt...| 329/..... 12, | R I,
Ar. Weldon...... 488].0000a y 1] [P -,
P. M. A. M.|[P. M.

Train on the Kinston Branch Road leaves
Weldon 3:56 p. m., Halifax 480 p. m., arrives
Scotland N at 520 %em.. Greenvilie §:57 p.
m., Kinston 7:55 p. m. tarning leaves Kins-
ton 7:50 a. m., Greenville 8:52 a. m.,arriving
Ihufaxsn 11:18 4. m., Weldon 11:33 4. m., daily

- H. M. EMERSON, Gen’l Pass. Agent
3; B, KENLY, Gen'l Manager.
T. M. EMERSON, Tramo Manager
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That is the proud record of THE KINSTON ¢

FREE PRESS.

and Jones counties, and

this section.

i

Every intelligent family in Lenoir, Greene

portions of several oth-

jer counties, ought to take THE FREE PRESS,
'which during all these years has done its utmost
to advance the best interests of the] people of

If There Be War, e
. THE FREE PRESS can be relied on to give
fully and accurately the very latest war news.

If Thetre Be Peace,
. THE FREE PRESS will inform its subscriv-
ers ofit assoon asit can be learned. ' -

FREE PRESS will give as careful and

'-me!megraphic reports as it is possible to
i k)

If you wish thalatutnm from every-
te and Nation, subscribe fi




