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CHAPTER IIL

The day appointed for the assembling
of the pations in Washington opened
bright and beautiful. Arrangements
' had been made for the reception of the
distingnished guests at the capitol. No
time was to be wasted, and, baving as-
sembled in the senate chamber, the busi-
ness that bad called them together was
to be immediately begun. The scene in
Pennsylyania avenue when the proces-
gion of dignitaries and royalties passed
up toward the capitol was one never to
be forgotten. . Bands were playing, mag-
‘mificent equipages flashed in the morn-
ing sunlight, the flags of every pation
on the earth fluttered in the breeze.
Queen Victoria, with the Prince of
Wales escorting ber, and riding 1o an
open carriage, was greeted with roars
of cheers; the Emperor William, fol-
lowing in another carringe with Em-

Viotoria at his side, condescended
to bow and smile in response to the
of a free people.

Eaoch of the other monarchs was re-
oeived in a similar manner. The czar
of Russia proved to be an especial fa-
vorite with the multitnde on account
of the anciént friendship of bis house
for Amerioa. But the greatest applause
of all came when the ident of
'rlnoe, followed by the president of

tzerland and the first syndic of the
fittle republic of Andorrs, made their
appearance, Equally warm were the
grectings extended to the representa-
$ives of Mexico and the South American
‘states.
The crowd apparently hardly knew at
first how to receive the sultan of Tur-
jey, but the universal good feeling was
in his favor, and finally rounds of hand
olapping and cheers greeted his progress
along the splendid avenue.
* A happy idea had apparently occurred
to the nmpnoi' of Chinaand the mikado
of Japan, for, attended by their inter-
mingled suits, they rode together in a
mingle carriage. This object lesson in
ighe unity of international feeling im-
| mer pleased the speotators.

'.I!Iu soene in the senate chamber

évery one profoundly. That it
N hrulhumnminoant goes with-
lout saying, but there was a nanonanoas,
n intense feeling of expeotancy, per
iwading both those who lookodonand
those who were to do the work for
Ih!qh these magnates of the earth had
nbled which uced an ineradi-
nhlo impression. The president of the
United States, of course, presided. Rep-
resentatives of the greater powers oogu-
ﬂ!dthomntmtl. and some of them
honored with special ohsirl near
he president.

39 time was wasted in preliminaries.

T dent made a brief s; och.
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staiid in the way. The

means, must he had,

our business here to

war fand by the aid

oonstruot the equipment

that we shall require. This, I shink, is
all I need to say. Let us prooceed to
business. "’

“Where is Mr. Edison?’ oried a
vaioe.

“Will Mr. Edison please step for-
ward?'’ said the president.

Thete was a stir in the assembly, and
the iron gray head of the great inventor
was seen moving through the crowd. In
his hand be carried one of his marvel-
ous disin tors, He was requested to
explain and illustrate its operation, Mr.
Edison smiled.

“‘I can explain its details,’’ be maid,
“to Lord Kelvin, for instance, bat if
their majesties will excuse me, I doubt
whether I could make it plain to the
orowned heads. "’

The Emperor William smiled super-
oiliously. Apparently he thought that
another assault had been committed on
the divine right of kings. But the Ozar
Nicholas appeared to be amused, and
the emperor of China, who had been
studying English, laughed in his sleeve,
as if he suspeoted that a joke had been

potrated.

“] think,” said one of the deputies,
“‘that » simple exhibition of the powers
of the instrument, without a technical
explanation of its method of working,
will suffice for our purpose.’’

This suggestion was immediately ap-
proved, In response to it, Mr. Edison,
by a few simple experiments, showed
how he could guickly and oertainly
ghatter into its constituent atoms any
objeot upon which the vibratory force
of the disintegrator should be directed.
In this manner he caused an inkstand
to disappear under the very nose of the
Emperor ‘William without a spot of ink
being soattered upon his sacred person,
but evidently the odor of ' the disunited
atoms was not agreeable to the nostrils
of the kaiser.

Myr. Edizon also explained in general
terms the principle on which the in.

finued, turnlng 1o the secretary of the
treasury, ‘‘how much can we stand?"’

“At least $1,000,000,000," replied
the secfetary of the treasury.

A roar of applause that shook the
room burst from the assembly. Even
some of the monarchs threw up their
hats, The Emperor Tsait'ien smiled
from ear to ear. One of the roko tuis,
or native chiefs, from Fiji sprang up
snd brandished a warclub.

The president then proceeded to call
the other nations, beginning with Aus:
tria-Hungary and ending with Zanzibar,
whose sultan, Hamoud bin Mahomed,
had come to the congress in the escort
of Quean Victoria. Each contributed
liberally.

Germany, coming in alpbabetical or- |
der just before Great Britain, had
named, through its chancellor, the sum
of $500,000,000, but when the first lord
of the British treasnry, not wishing to
be behind the United States, named
double that sum as the contribution of
the British empire, the Emperor”Wil-
liam looked displeased. He spoke a
word in the ear of the chancellor, who
immediately raised his hand.

“We will give $1,000,000,000,” said
the chancellor,

Queen Victoria seemed surprised, |
though not displeased. The first lord of |
the treasury met her eye, and then, ris- ,
ing in his place, said: |

““Make it $1,500,000,000 for Great
Britain."

Empeéror William consulted again
with his chanoellor, but evidently con-
cluded not to increase his bid. r

But, at any rate, the fund had bene-
fited to the amount of §1,000,000,000
by this little ontburst of imperial ri-
valry.

The greatest surprise of all, however,
oame when the king of Siam was called
upon for his contribution. - He had not
been given a foremost place in the con-
gress, but when the name of his coun-
try was pronounced he rose by his chair,
dressed in a gorgeous specimen of the
peouliar attire of his oountry, then
slowly pushed his way to the front,
stepped up tu the president’s desk and
ted upon it a small box.

‘'This is our contribution,’’ he said
in broken English.

The cover was lifted, and there dart-
ed, shimmering in the half gloom of the
ochamber, a burst of iridescence from the
box. '

““My friends of the western world,"’
continuwed the king of Siam, **will be
interested in seeing this gem. Only once
before has the eye of a Evropean been

blessed with a sight of it. Your books |+

will tell you that in the seventeenth
cenfury a traveler, Tavernier, saw in
India an unmatched diamond which
afterward disappeared like a meteor and
was thought to have been lost from the
earth. You all know the name of that
diamond and ifs history. It isthe Great
Mogul, and it lies before you. How it
came into my possession I shall not ex-
plain. At any rate, it is bonestly mine,
and I freely contribute it here to aid in
protecting my native planet against
those enemies who appear determined
to deltw it.”

When the excitement which the ap- |

numotthhloulontrum that
been the subjeot of so many ro.

. | mances and of such long and fruitless
search had subsided, the president coun- |

Upu hiin.tlunm uttbtouutritu
tions (the Great was reckoned at
$8,000,000) it was to be still $1,-
000,000,000 short the required
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