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CHAPTER XX

QUESTIONS.

I kept the promise I had made to my-
self and did not go to the stables. Had
I intended to go there, I could not have
done so after the discovery I have just
mentioned. It awakened too many
thoughts and contradictory snrmises. [f
this knot was a signal, for whom was
this sigoal meant? If it was a mere
ackbowledgment of death, how recon-
oile the sentimentality which prompt-
ed such an acknowledgment with the
monstrous and diseased passions lying
at: the base of the whole dreadful oc-
currence? Lastly, if it was the result of
pure carelessness, a bit of crape having
‘been caught up and used for a purpose
for which apny ordinary string wonild
have answercd, what a coincidence be-
fween it and my thoughts, what &, Won-
derful coincidence, amounting almbst to
miracle! >

Marveling at the whole affair aud
deciding nothing, I allowed quelf to
gtroll down alone to the gate, William
baving left me at my percmptory re-
fusal to drag my skirts any louger
/- through the briers. The day being bright
and the surshine warming even the
gloomy receses of the forest before me,
the vond, I thonght, looked less ominons

' than wusual, especially in the direction

- of the village and Deacon Spear’s cot-
3 tage. Tho faot is that anything seemed
better than the grim and lowering walls
of the house behind me. If my home
)" was there, 50 was my dread, and 1 wel-
* oomed p rhaps more than 1 ought to the
- mightof Mother Jane’s heavy figure bent
‘over her herbs at the door of her but, a
few paces to my left, where the roud

"~ Had she not been deaf, 1 believed |
. would have called her. As it was, 1con-
. tented myself with watching the awk-
 ward swayings of her body as she pot-
tered to and fro among ber turnips and

. earrots. My eyes were still on her when
. ' Espddenly heard the clatter of horses
., hoofs on the highway. Looking up, |
.~ encountered the trim figure of Mr
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‘*Good morning, Miss Butterworth.

- plain his presencein a spot mare or less
- considered as under s ban.
" . It was certainly a surprise. What
4 s
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whose acquaintance 1 had

£
i?.é-é

to be ruled by trivial senti-
ities, and though 1 was discreet

to aveld any further recognition
kindness than was his due from a

|

1

. Trobm, bending to me from a fine sor| 44" tho house with an intentness which

~ It's a great relief to me to see you in directed
| such good bealth and pirits this mon- | v 5 fefs wing nd Jitied as far as

" whelp asking myself if he had seen the

1 to look for such attentions | ;ope ang the highway fell again into

of great self respect he was evi- | »f 22,504 n your woe the fee paid to Dr.
dmﬁymﬂcimtly gratified by my re | Fhowas Diedale, the Hertfordshire
sponse to draw rein and’ pause for & mo- | phrsiciun who. in 1872, was summoned
ment's conversation under the pine trees. | to 5t, Petorsburg to vaccinate the Em-
" This for the moment séamed #0 mat | press Catherine II. Dr. Botler, who | &
I forgot that more than one | had obtained a great reputation for ex- | &
mmishthowntchingmotmm troordinary skill in the operation for | #
back of us—eye: | lithotomy, received a lac of rupees |
mighzwondm at a meeting which | (then equivalent to $50,000) from each | S
foolish understandings of the | of six Indian rajahs for the single oper- | B
hlveﬂnlonkot premedi- | ation.

ily 075.000 to Professor Zacherine of Mos- | &5

charastorige me onder eertain sxieence X \
1 introduced & topic we counld discuss |

- withont any embarrassment to himself
or me.

*“Do youn see Mother Jane there?’ ]
asked. *“‘I had somo talk with her yes-
terday. She scems like o harmdess im-
becile, "

““Very harmless, " said he; *‘her only
fault is greed; that is insatiable: Yet
it is not atrong emongh fo take her a
quarter of a mile from this place, Noth,
ing could do that, I think. She believes,
you see, that her daughter Lizzie is
still alive and will come back to the
hut some day. She wouldn’t be away
then for all the bank holds. I know, for
I have tried to tempt her. It's very sad
when yom think that the girl’s dead
and has been dead nearly 40 yeara ™’

_‘*Why does she barp on numbers?"
said L *‘1 heard her mutter certain ones
over and over.”

“That is a mystery ncne of us has
enlved, "’ said he. *‘Possibly she has no
reason for it. The vagnries Lf the wit-
less are often quite nnaccountable. ™’

I fult him lookitg at me, not from
any connection between what he had
just said and anything to be obs§rved
in me, but from— Well, I was glad
that I have been earefully trained in
my youth to pay the greatest attention
to my ntorning toilets, Any woman can
look well at might and mapy women
in the flush of a bright afternoon, but
the woman who looks well in the morn-
ing needs not always to be young. to at-
tract the appreciative gaze of a man of
rénl penetration. Mr. Trohm was such
a man, and I did not begrudge him the
pleasure he showed in my neat gray
gilk and carefully adjusted collar. But
he said nothing, and a short silence en-
sned, which was perhaps more of a com-
‘pliment than otherwise, Then he utter-
ed a short sigh and lifted the reins.

“If only I was not debarred from en-
taring,”’ he smiled, with a short gesture
toward the Lhouse.

I did not answer. Even I nnderstand
that on occasion the tongue plays but a =
garry part in such interviews.

He gighed again and uttered some
short enconragemant to his horge, which
stirted that animal mp and sent him
slowly pecing down the road toward
the cheerful clearing toward which my
own eyes were looking with what I was | Gets
determined should not be constroed |
even by the most sanguine into a glance
of anything like wistfulness. As he
went Mr. Trohm gave me & bow I have
never seen surpassed in my own parlor
in Gramercy park, and npon my bestow-
ing upon him a short return glanced up

\\ LN

Y oUAT,

. |f -\{ . 7

)

=

’

\Nrr¥Yatry
4

VA

ir

A\ /A

(( ‘" \\ ‘I{I. ‘l” -:\"I 1 .I/r'. 1‘1‘ .:\'I L] (r
\

(G

)

¥
@

Y
)\

WA R
1‘-‘4(‘-:. ﬂ};(( &

'}

o

seemed to increase as some object invis- |
ible to me from where I stood canght || 4%

the second row of windows 1 could not

of crape which had produced 1 upon
me so lugubrious an impréssion. =
I could make sure he had passed from | 3

sha¥ow—why, I hardly knew, for the

the day before? It touched
as I am in the habit of allow- | oo m&mmmg.m <
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_'_'_-\: We desire to say to the public that we are still selling the
- - samie FLOUR formerly sold by J. A. Pridgen, and which gave
i |4, such universal satisfaction.
= ‘We Continue To Give the Same Iron-Clad
Guarantee With Each Barrel.

To those who wish to buy for cash jwe are offering some
great inducements in Clothing, Hﬁts, Shoes, Ete.

C. W. PRIDGEN & CO.

Great Bargains
£ Job Prlntlng

For the Summer.

THE FREE PRESS will do Job Printing this summer- #%
at the following heretofore unheard of low priees. on ordets F
accompanied by the cash : :

LARGH NOTH HEADS. srnnlmu.
. 39 for only ..... 50C. 250 for only......;oc
1,000 ‘ ..$1 25. VTR 5 % ...‘x.zs.
5000 ‘.. 5.00. 5000 ‘' ... 5.00.

LETTER HERADS. nuvnnom 36
250 for only....5.75¢. asofor only......65¢.
‘500  “* ..$1.00. Y L$1.00.
1,000 *‘ ... 1.65. ) 1,ooo SN S TT
5000 .. 7.00. . : 5,000 “ w7000,
o | «-m&.wam
'zsoalunu fot only ............50 cts.

'ltnon.ln.d.t?&ﬂ!
o 40.,.0_..--..“.’5.




