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British Troops Unable to Face
Boers at Spion Eop. Fell Back
In Good Order., Left1,5000n the
Field, Says a Report From Boer
'Head. Lame Excuses of the
Oommander. Oatastrophe Lik-
ened by London Times to York-
town Burrender. Fear of Inter-
vention.

battle-field yesterday numbered 1,500.
teh has been received in London from
H‘I"IELIIQI. Jan. 28;

heavy fighting near Spion Kop, some
"Britésh,‘?m the koppbeing stormed
hoisted a white flag. One hundred an
fifty prisoners. be thanked, although
| we also had to give brave and valuable
,Hvu.“

_ Gen. Buller's Explanation.
a's Camp, Jan. 27—6:10 p.
.-" , Warren drovie buk' “1:8
enem porsession of the
M'ﬁh@ high tableland ex-
hﬂ? from the line of Acton Homes
and r’a Poort to the western
Ladysmi

hills. From then to Jan. 25
he remained in close contact with the

enemy.

“Tga enemy held a strong position on
& range of small kopjes stretching from
northwest to southeast across the pla-
teau from Acton Homes through Spion
Ko"l‘h? the left bank of the Tugela.

” actual ition held waas perfectly
tenable, but did not lend itself to an ad-
vance, as the southern slopes were so
that Warren could not get an of-
ve artillery lruiuon, and water sup-
w was a difficulty.
h;%':n',“kg“ B re. DUl o]

on Kop, a large , in a
mountain, which-was evidently the hr
B e oo A 00t g froum St

ble from nor m thesouth,
*‘On the night of Jan. 28 he nﬂn&d‘
Bpion Kop, butfound it very difficult to
hold, as its perimeter was too large, and
ater which he had been led to believe
xisted in-this extraordinary dry season,
'as found very dﬂem

“The crests were all that day
neti severe uttucks and heavy shell
1 Our men fought with great gal-
lantry. I would especially mention the
sonduct of the Second Cameronians and

teepent side, and in each case, Tought
ir way to the top; and the SBecond
Lancashire Fusiliers and Second Middle-
sex, who magnificently maintained the
hy traditions of the British army
ﬁrou%hout. the trying day of Jun. 24;
. f h;;ny&rof;;h MOEW:;! Infa::l .
who fought throughout the day y
well alongside of them. -

~ “Gen, ydgate, who was in com-
iit, having been wound-
- who rucceeded him de
b of Jan, 24 to abandon
“did - 8o before dawn,

- “I reached Warren's camp at5 a. m.

on Jan. 25, and decided that a second

attack upon Spieon Kop was ueeless, and

that the enemy’s right was too strong
0 allow me to foree it. %

BULLER IN RETREAT. *

Boer Head , Ladysmith, Jan,
25—6 p. m.—The British dead left on the

London, Jan. 20.~The following dis-
toria, dated Jan. 25, 'via Lourenzo
e government is advised that, after

‘pmhbiilty'tha‘t we shall learn a Jittle)

he Third King's Rifles, who b
the attack on the mountain mw

‘| The
\
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gela without the loss of a man or a
und of atores.
“The fact that the force could with.
draw from actual touch—in some cases
‘the lines were less than a thousand yardse
apart—with the enemy in the maoner it
did, is, I think, sufficient evidence of the
morale of the troope, and that we wend
permitted to withdraw our cumbrous
ox and mule transporta across the river,
eighty-five yards broad, with twenty
Yoot banks and a very swift current, un-
moleated, is, I think, proof that the ene.
my has been taught to respect our sol-
diers’ fighting powers.”

Excuses Regarded as Very Weak.
The Sunday papers irsued extros im-
mediately upon the giving out of this
dispatch from Gen. Buller. At the ser-
vice clube the situation as revealed by
(Gen. Buller was considered very weak.
The absence of water which 8ir Charles
Warren was ‘‘led to believe' exiated, and
the facts that Spion Kop was “indeed a
mountain,” and that its ‘‘perimeter was
too large.” are all matters which even
Gen. Buller's warmeet admirers hold
should have been ascertained before he
attacked.
One comforting feature of the situa-
tion, however, is the fact that Gen. Bnl.
ler’s retirement across the A was
accomplished without loss, which pute
an end to the umpleasant rnmors that
were' in circulation here and on the
continent, The splendid gallantry of the
men in capturing Spion Kop is read of
with great pride and eatisfaction. It is
taken as an assurance of the ultimate
wuecess of British arms.
‘The war office does not give any idea
of the casualties in taking and holding
Spion Kop, but a report from the Boer
headquarters near Ladysmith, via Leou-
renzo Marques, says that 1,500 British
dead were left on the battlefleld. This
z‘tilmbsr is thought to include the wound-

LIKENED TO YORETOWN.
London Times the Oatastro-
phe Is Almost thout Precedent.

London, Jan. 29.—The Times says edi-
itorally this morninlg:

“The most carefully planned and exe-
cuted movement of the whole cam

has entirely failed, and it can bardly &
dwell upon the extreme

sooner or a little later, of a catastrophe
almost without prcu;-ffent in ourmilitary
history—a catastrophe, indeed without
a parallell except in the surrender at
Yorktown.

“We are ehecked at every point of the
campaign. In fact, the cnm?:algm in atill
to begin. We wish we had clearer prdofs
that even now the government hna an
adequate comprehension of thesitnation.
The utterances of responsible mininters
ywe done nothing to reassure the coun-
-br,r on this point.

‘Heavy or light, the thing has to be
done, and the government ought to pre-
pare for the immediate dispatch of B50,-
000 men and to take steps to send yet
another 50,000 if these should be needed.
The hopeless attempts to earry on the
campaign with four widely weparated
colomns, each unequal to its task, must
be abandoned for a concentration of
force and of pu
All the editorials this morning breathe
the gpirit of calm determination., Not
one will allow that any reverse could
deter the country from the objeet it has
set itself to attain, whatever the sacri-
fices which may be involved,

Very frank critivism of the government
however, is beginning to be heard, aven
in quarters ave hitherto refrained.
The Daily Mail ﬁld’ly throws all the
blume upon Sir Michnel Hicks-Beach,”
Lord Lansdowne, and Lord Waolseley.
It points to President Lincoln’s dismissul
of Simon Cameron from the post of sec-

»
.

retary of war as a precedent for “getting
rid of incompetent ministers.” .

Y | rent of relief at the news that the British

| Johnanneshurg bas been hlown up.
- | retreat is cut at Chievely, as reported.

atrick by a eyclone the people conld not
be more complet zed than by Bul-
ler’s announcement of another retreat.

moral and physical standpoint, than all

the other rev ombined
The fall o’ﬁﬂh is now inevita-
ble. With Buller's fa again, and this

time anently d of, the Boers
will able to ta British strong-
hold at pleasure, is every proba-

bility that the Boers will agein make an
assault. This time, the garriron in a
weakened condition, wi.l stand little
show to beat off the enemy.

White is near the of his tether both
in the matter of { and ammunition.
He may be driven to'n last desperate
sortie, blowing up his
ing hir sick and woa
Another effect even
the dangers of contigental intervention.

Bur:utlonn of this sort have hereto-
fore been scoffed at ' London, but ta-
day there are signs m Berlin, Paris,
and 8t, Patarshnrm ich indiente that

the wind is surely bloWing in that direc-
tion. In Berlin, Dr, ; agent of the

Boer republies, has by a lar
lion, and is the reel wof hon’?rgu ex-
tended only to most envoys.
Greatest British Hffort of the War
London, Jan. 291§ is frankly ac-
knowledged that the , serioun effort
of the present war has dismally failed.
There in no sign of & on the part

of the leaders of publicapinion to disguise

s R

ir every disposition to 4

mlt-ieu’a.nd pgrnmver ;Ebnb 8y out.
fo

in the
event of Gen. Buller further attempting

assume the offensive, hecange even

to reach Ladysmith the planning of a
new move will necessarily ocen me,

Coriously enough there is visible; es-
pecially in military eircles, an undercur-

are safely routh of the Tugela, for the
rumors of Saturday had econjured up
visions of an immenese catastrophe.

22 Officers Killed,
London, Jan. 20.—Gen. Buller wires
from Spearman’s Camp, Jan, 29th, that
the casxnalties among the officers of the
fifth division and mounted brigade at
Spion Kop, Jan. 24th, were: Killed, 22;
wounded, 20; mirsing, 6. "

To Abandon Ladysmith.

New York, Jan. 29.—A rpecial cable-
gram from London to the Evening World

RAYA:

“Itin learned from a reliable source
that Field Marshal Lord Roberts has
advired the abandonment of Ladysmith.
At the war office, the dispateh adds, no
confirmation could be obtained of the
advices raid to have been given by Lord

BULLER IN BAD FIX.

Reported That His Retreat Is Cut
Off. Boer Arsenal Blown Up.

London, Jan. 86.—The Boer arsenal at

Buller’s column is cat off, if hix line of

"AUGUST FLOWER.
“It i= a surprising faet,
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Hin explanation didn’t explain, and in LaGrano, Jan. 29, 1900,
 view o l:: X L ndmonitl&n mt.hrl"d Mr., K. E. Button is home for a few

than 8 week ago that rey days.
mb’ no turning back this time, it| Mr and Mre. Jno. Taylor returned to
i recelved everywhere with d . In| Hookerton today after a visit to relatives
eﬂa:“thia l:h a o::ﬂo!’ his inability | here.
to eve the stressed Lady-

: Mr. O. H. Taylor, of Hookerton, took

amith garriron, the so nent re y
treat s more inetiibhiRg. mfmm A the train for urpily. N. C., today to en-

In short, the polizy voleed averywl is ,
the gathering up of forees for moré effec-{ Miss Lera Bryan and Mr.J. R. Whit-
tive blows. All hopes'of the speedy relief | fisld, of Beven mﬁnn. spent SBaturday
of Ladyamith have been d|sud Sunday at Mr.J.J. Bryan’s.
the cony pert he| Mewn. Leon AMridge, of Hookerton, and
immedinte «hifting of the r| Claude Aldridge, of Cades, spént Batar.
m':l;?d m lmpi«amm day and Sunday at Mr, 8. P, Hardy's.
Free v - Mess. Oettinger Bros., of Kinston, pre-
One thing appears certain—-another ) ’
on e s ol e o e it . churl hrs with  vry

LaGRANGE lm& .
Free Press Burgav,

gage in the hotel business.

Miss Alice Hines, of Kinsey Seminary,
Wilson, returned today from a visit to
Mrs. L. J. Joyner, near here,

Miss Bertha Bugg, of SBnow Hill, and
Miss Eula Rouse, of near here, have re-
turned to the Normal and Industrial
College, Greensboro.

Mess. Burch and Pearce are stopping
at Hotel Fields and eanvaseing this com-
munity in the interest of the insurance
companies represented by them.

President James A, Bryan, of the A. &
N.C. R. R., was here last week and has
arranged to have a waiting room built
for the accommodation of the colored
people,

Rev. Mr. McDuffle, of University Bta-
tion, preached in the Baptist church
Senday morning and evening. This
church has called him for this year and
he has under consideration the call.

Mess. James A. Bryan and C. E. Foy,
of Newbern; Mess. Weil and Pridgen, of
Goldsboro, and Sam C. B of Greene
county, met here Friday and went over
to Snow Hill in the interest of the Bnow
Hill and LaGrange railroad. We have
pot heard the result of the conference.

INSTITUTE ITEMS.
January 29, 1900,
touu. J. J. Bryan left SBunday for Kins.
n .

Miss Alice Hodgee, of Kinston, is isit

ing Misa Naneye Turnage,

w:ltlm.:‘l). H. Dixon a.nd—ll‘r. Blilm h H?‘I‘Iﬁ
. of Hookerton ay n

at Mire, M. E, Patricts,

thanks.

Honaways seem to be the order of the
day around bere, There were four last
week. Weare sure some one will have

a job of repairing buggies soon.
FEW SMALLPOX FATALITIHS.

Concerted Action Overcoming The
Disease in North Oarolina.

Charlotte, N C., Jan. 28.—8Smallpox is
spreading apparently from one end of the
State to the other, but the general alarm,
which would be excusable under the cir-
cnmstances, is !g-nea.tly moderated by the
fact that very few futalities are reported.
The disease is prevalent in a very mild
form and the concerted action of the
State, county and municipal aunthorities
ﬂvm promise that jt will soon be stamp-
d out. :

The worst outbreaks hayve occurred in
Greensboro, Mt. Airy and Buliabug, but
the caser are now well in hand, One or
two sporadic cases have recently T
at Wilmington and Charlotte, At
one time there were 84 patients in the

t house at Salisbury, but there have
mn no new.cases for two weeks, From
60 to 80 per cent. of all the inhabitants
in the infected districta have been vacei.
nated and in many towns vaccination
has been made compulsory.

At North Wilksboro all public gather-
ings have been forbidden for 80 &n.
although not a case has yet developed in
that town.

Several towns, including Durham, have
quarantined sgainst infected districts,
and are rigidly enforcing the law.

The outbreak seems to be confined to
the western and central parts of the
Btate, although several cases have oc-
curred in the east. There 18 much less
alarm manifested than was the case
during the outbreak of two years ago.
Abomm cent. of the patients so far
are co 2% |

Shot From Ambush as He Entered

Thags all I've got

is | the bass Ef
into it: S

GENERAL NEWS.

Matters of Interest Condensed Into
Brief Paragraphs.

Maj. Thos. A. Brander, one of the bes}-
known ex-Confederate officers in Virginia,
died at Richmond Sunday.

SBaturday

The police at Quiney, Il
night killed two expert safe-blowers, m‘r
posed to be from Chicago, and seriously
wounded aunother,

In a tener i t house at Uineinnati, Sun-
day, Charles Lurtruff, a tanner, murdered
his wife, his son Carl, aged 5, and his
daughter, aged 8, and then tried to sed
fire to the house by overturning the hos
stove and piling furniture onit. The
skulle of all the victims were crushed with
a blunt instrument. Bartruff remained
in the burning room until arrested by the
police. He suffered from dementia. The
boy Carl was an imbecile,

Beck Olsen, the champion wrestler of
Europe, known as the “Great Dane,” ay
rived in New York from Bremen Bunday..
Olsen is a tremeundouely big fellow, over,
wix feet high. His neck is w0 thick and
round that it is hard to tell where the
neck ends and the head begins. He hae
come over to wrestle with Eruest ¥
the American champion, for the wo!
championship. The conditions are the
best two in three falls, straight Greeo-
Roman style. No holds will be barred.
In addition to the championship the
match will be for a side bet of $2,000.

The United Btates government means
to wage a war of exterminat on againss
the men in the green w industry. In-
stead of decreasing, the number ol green
goods men is grow lurger. The cam-
paign is to be managed by Fourth As-
sistant Postmaster General .. L. Bristow
and W. E. Cochraune, chief of the postofiite
inepectors in’' Washiogton. Auti-green
goodx circulars will be put ont to coun-
teract the influence of the green goods
eirculers, and ted up in the variouw
ecountry postoffices. Postmasters avery-
where will be instructed to dorducational

work.-in this direstion: &

‘dreftof auanti-green goois postes-
% spared for wholeale cirenln-
tion, I agaims| the dw
dlers say that be dificulr to
much until congress Is the lnw un-
der which the “eome on” ix mule cqually
guilty with the swindler. It will be ask-
ed 80 to do.

STATE NEWS.

Interesting North Carolina Items
In Condensed Form:

Cholera is playing havoe with hogwia
some portions of Wayne county,

The saw mill of Mr. Will Ellix. nt Way
renton, was burned Mouday. Lose
$1,200.

There will be one superior coirt
elected this year—to Hll the place n '
vacant in the tenth distriet by 1he dea
of Judge Green. No other «letion -
judges will be held.

Mrs, Julian L. Burgess and Mrx, Hap*
riet Bweeney have entered snil vgaingd’
the city of Asheville for the killis g of thely -
husbands by a dynamite explosion ut. the
city’s quairy last January.

Salisbury Truth-Indey; When the
western train came inlast nipht them
was a seared crew aboard. It hnd beed |
whis on the train that Mr. C L
Bhoa!, a flagman, had every syuipton of
emallpox. So when the truinneriv.d thy
officers were informed of the ecorliiion of
affuira and they in turn notitisd the !
henlth officer. Mr. Bhoal went to hig’
home in Enst S8alisbury and the cur was
quarantined by the health offivér. I8,
was ordered fumigated and will be with- |
held from scrvice until it is released Trom
the custody of the ever watchiul health

officer.
e ——

Uttered His Sentiments Any

The leader of the brass band wasa®
British sympathiger, oy

“Any member of this baund,” he said
“who stands up for them barbarong .
Boers had better keep it to himself, ‘m
first man who raises, his voice for q

popers

his ‘walkin'
to say."” £
hmmm the band was play-
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