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CHAPTER' IIL

WAR just sunset. Camped on

one of the stretches above the

Mustapha road was a eircle of

Arab tents, The circle was ir-
regularly kept, and the Krumas were
meattered at will. Here a low one of
canvas, there one of goatskin; here a
white towering canopy of teleze, there
a low striped little nest of shelter, and,
Softer than all, .the stately tent of the
shelk, with bis stagdard stuck Into the
«arth in front of it, with its heavy folds
hanging listlessly in the sultry, breath-
dess alr. In the central tent., tall and
«erimson striped, with its opening free
1o the night, eat the khalifa, the head
«©of the tribe, with a cirrle of Arabs
alout him. He was thrown on his

<ushions, rich enough for a seraglio, |

whilg the rest squatted on the morocco
carpet that eovered the bare ground,
and that was strewn with round brass
Moorish trays and little cups emptied
of thelr coffee. Near him was a guest
whom the khalifa delighted to honor,

<ouly a corporal of chasseurs and once |
a foe, yet one with whom the Arab |

found the brotherhood of brave men
and on whom he lavished In all he
could the hospltalities and honors of
the desert.

The story cof their friendship ran
thus:

The tribe was now allied with France
or at least had accepted French sov-
ereignty and pledged itsélf to neutral-
ity in the hostilities still rife, but a few
years before far in the Interfor and
feagued with the Kabyles it had been
one of the flercest and most dangerouns
among the enemles of France. At that
time the khalifa and the chasseur met
4n many a skirmish, hot, desperate
struggles, when the desert sand and
the smoke of musketry circled In clouds
.above the close locked struggle, and
the leopard of France and the lion of
SBahara wrestled in a death grip.

In these, through four or five sea-
sons of 'warfare, the shelk and the
#hasseur had encountered each other,
#lll each had grown to look for the
wther's face as soon as the standard
©f the Bedouins flashed In the sun-
#hine opposite the guidons of the im-
perinl forces; till each had watched
and noted the other's unmatehed
Prowess and borne away the wounds
of the other’s home strokes with the
admiration of a bold soldier for 4 bold
xival's dauntlessnegs and skill Ve

At last it came to pass that the tribes
fvere eorely pressed by the French
iroops avd had to flee sonthward to
the \desert and, incumbered by their
flocks an:l thelr women, were hardly
diriven and greatly decimated. Now,
among those women was one whom
{he sheik held above all earthly things
except his honor fn war, a beautiful,
pntelope eyed creature, lithe and grace-
ful as a palm and the daughter of a
pure Arab race on whom he could not
endure for any other sight than his
own to look and whom he guarded
do hbis tent as the chief pearl of all his
freasures; all, save the honor of his
4ribe, be would have surrendered
sather than surrender Djelma, It was
on ‘with ' him—a passion that

ty of
conceal—and the rumor of it
beauty of its object resched
h camp till an Impeatient curi-
roused about her, and a rald
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!send with it. His men were almost all
‘ half dead with the sun blagze. His

glance chanced to light in the distance

on & soldier to whom he bore no love,
 causelessly, but bitterly all the same.
+ He had him summoned and eyed him
| with a curlous amusement. ® Chateau-
roy treated his squadrons with much
i the same familiarity and brutality that
| a chief of fillbusters uses to his.

I “So, you heed the heat so little youn
give up your turn of water to a drum-
mer, they say.”

| The chasseur gave the salute with a
calm deference. A faint flush passed

, over the sun bronze of his forehead.

! He had thought the sacrifice had been

unobseryed.

“The drummer was but a child, eolo-
. mel”

“Be so good as to give us no more of
those melodramatic acts,” sald the mar-
guis contemptuously. *“You are too
fond of trafficking in those showy fool-
eries. Youm bribe your comiades for
their favoritism too openly. I forbld
tt. Do you hear?

“I hear, colonel.”
| The assent was perfectly tranquil

and respectful. He was too good & sol-

‘dier not to render perfect obedience
and keep perfect silence under any

~ goad of provocation to break both.

“Obey, then!” sald Chateauroy sav-
agely. “Well, slnce yoo love heat so
well, you shall take a flag of truce and
my scroll to the Bidl Ilderim. But tell
me first, what do you think of this

capture?” 3

“It Is not my place to glve opinions,
colonel.”

“Parblen! It is your place when I

bid you. Bpeak, or I will have the stick
cut the words out of you!”

“I may speak frankly?’

“Ten thousand curses, yes!™

“Then I think that those who make
war on women are no longer fit to
fight with men.”

For a moment the long, slnewy, mas-
sive form of Chateauroy started from
the skins on which he lay at full length
like a lion starting from its lalr, His
veins swelled llke black cords.. Under
the mighty musele of his bare chest his
heart beat visibly In the fury of his
wrath,

“By heaven, I have a mind to have
you shot like a dog!”

The chasseur loocked at him careless-
Iy, composedly, but with & sérene def-
erence stlll, as due from a soldler to his
chief.

“You bave threatened It before, colo-
nel. It may be as well to do it, or the
army may think you capriclous.”

Chateauroy crushed a blasphemous
oath through his clinched teeth and
laughed a certain short, stern, sardonic
laugh, which his men dreaded more
than his wrath,

“No; T will send yon Instead to the
khalifa. He often saves me the troublo
of killlng my own curs. Take a fiay
of truce and this paper, and never
iraw rein till yon reach him. ", your
heast drop dead at the end.”

The chasseur saluted, took the paper,
bowed with n certain languld., ensy
grace that eamp life never cured himn
of and went. He knew that the man

vho should take the news of his treas-
are's loss to the Emir 1lderim wonld,
A thousand to one, perish by every
torture desert cruelty could frame,
despite the cover of the white banner.
Chateauroy looked after him as he
and his horse passed from the French
samp in the full, burning tide of nooi.
“If the Arabs kill him,” Le thouglt,
“1 will forgive Ilderim five seasons ol
sebellion,” _

The chasseur, as he had been bidden,
never drew reln across the scorching
plateau. At last, ere he reached tle
Bedouin ténts, he saw the shelk and
i party of horsemen retwrning from a
foraging quest and in ignorance as
yet of the abduction of Djelma. He,
galloped straight to them and halted
across their line of march, with the
folds of the little white flag fluttering
in the sun, The Bedouins drew bridle,

& magnificent man of middle age, with
the noblest type of the eagle eyed
aquiline desert beauty.

A glance of recoguition flashed from
him on the soidier who had so often

| :rossed swords with him, and Le waved. | 4

-sbelk had been true to his oath; his

‘swords were drawn for him; was he

ind Ilderim advanced alone. o was |

hills and
“"\ : \-:

nation shall be driven backward like
choked dogs into the sea, and perish
fromp the face of the earth for ever-
more. And this I swear by the law
and the prophet!”

The menace rolled out, iImperions as
a moparch’s, thrilling through the des-
ert hush. The chasseur bent his head
as the words closed. His own teelh
were tightly clinched, and his face was
dark.

“Emir, listen to one word,” he sald
briefly. “Shame has been done to me
as to yon. Had I been told what
words I Dbore they had never been
brought by my hand. You know me.
You have had the marks of my steel,
as I bhave had the marks of yours.
Trust me in this, sidi— I pledge you
my honor that before the sun sets she
shall be given back to you unharmed,
or I will return here myself, and your
tribe shall slay me in what fashion
they will. Bo alone can she be saved
uninjured. Answer, will you have frith
in me?’

“You are a great warrlor. Such men
do not lle. Go, and If ghe be borne te
me before the sun is half way sunk
toward the weet all the branches of
the tribes of Ilderim shall be as your
brethren and bend as steel to your
bidding, If net—as God Is mighty—
not one man in your host shail live to
tell the tale.”

The chasseur bowed his head to his
horse’s mane, then without a word
wheeled round and sped back across
the plain. When he reached his own
eavalry camp, he went straightway to
his chlef. What passed between them
none-ever knew. The Interview was
brief; It -wiis possibly as stormy.
I'regnant and declsive it assuredly
was, and the equadrons of Africa mar-
veled that the man who dared beard
Chatesuroy in his lair came forth with
his life. YWhatever the spell he used
the result was a marvel.

At the very moment that the sun
touched the lswer half of the western
heavens the Bhelk Ilderim, where he
gat in his sidesaddle, with all his tribe
streteching behind him, full armed, to
sweep down llke falcons on the spoll-
ers If the bour passed with the pledge
unredeemed, saw the form of the chas-
geur reappear between his' sight and
the glare of the skies; nor did he ride
alone. That night the Pearl of the
‘Desert lny once more In the mighty,
sinuous arms of the great emir.

But, with the dawn, his vengeance
fell in terrible rashion on the sleeping
camp of the Franks, and from that
hour dated the passicnate, savage, un-
concealed hate of Chateauroy to the
moét daring soldler of all kis flery
horse, known In his troop as Bel-a-
faire-peur.

It was In the tent of Ilderim now
that he' reclined., looking ountward at
the night where flames were leaping
ruddily under a large caldrom, and far
beyond was the dark immensity of
the star studded sky, From the hour
of tHe restoration of his treasure the

tribe in all its branches had held the
French soldier in closest brotherhood.
Wherever they were he was honored
and welcomed; was he in war, their

in meed, thelr houses of hair were
spread for him; had he want of flight,
the swiftest and most precious of their
horses was at his service; had he
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diseases.

taken up by the blood, g the
scribable itching and burning, and
ihe yellow, watery discharge forms as a oure for

was tro

the skin tender and raw. The effect 1y
of the poison may cause the skin to

crack and bleed, or give it a scaly, fishy appearance
consist of innumerable blackheads and pimples or hard, red bumps u

diseases. Washes and

relieve the skin.
purifier. It contains no Arsenic, Potash or other harmful mineral. @

Eczema, Psoriasis, Salt
Rheum,Tetter and Acne

Belong to that class of inflam a.ndd.blgurhalkm ﬂ'ﬁmu
cause more genuine bodily dim and worry all o known
e impurities or sediments which collect in the system because’
of poor digestion, inactive Kidneys and other organs &f elimination are
system with acid poisons and fluids
that ooze out through the glands and pores of the skin, producing an inde-
“1can chesrfully endorse your 8.8. 8.

Hosema. X ubled

3 i with it for 85 years and tried many
into crusts and sores or little brown = o, 2 g Becta. Dut ot

and white scabs that drop off, leaving using & fow bottles of B. 5. 8. was entire-

relieved. Wm. Camp
818 W. Central 8t., 'hh:,l:.lkl..
; again the eruptions may

the face. Purification of the blood is the only remedy for these vicious skin
i can only hide for a time the glaring
blemishes. 8. S. 8. eradicates all poisonous accumn-
lations, antidotes the Uric and other acids, and
restores the blood to its wonted purity, and stimulates

S S S and revitalizes the sluggish organs, and the impuri-
ties pass off through the natural channels and

8, 8. S. is the only guaranteed purely vegetable blood

@®Write us about your case and our physicians will advise without charge.
‘We have a handsomely illustrated book on skin diseases, which will be sent
free to all who wish it. THE SWIFT SPECIFIC CO., Atlanta, Ga.

i ARE YOU TIRED
1 OF QUACK MEDICINES

T THAT HAVE DONE YOU NO GOOD?

t o HARRIS LITHIA WATER » m.

L It flushes the Kidneys and Bladder and excretes the uric acld in the
system, It has cured thousaunds of Kidney and Bladder Troubles, Rheu-

T * matism and all Kindred Diseases, and

¥ IT WILL CURE YOUI

The man or woman who has veed Harrls Lithia Water. has made a
T  Aiscovery. Case 124 gallon botties, $4.00, delivered. One dollar allowed
+ for return of bottler. Hurrie Lithia Water carbonated In quarts and pints.
As & table water it is unexcelled. For sale by dealers.

Locar Disrmevrors: Tempre-MarsTon Drua Co. axp J. E. Hoon,
HARRIS LITBIA SPRINGS CO., Harris Sprisgs, 8. C.
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At the Head of all Tobacco Fertilizers.

MEADOWS'

use it exclusively on his 60 acres of Tobacco.

Use our goods and have no regrets.

'E. H. & J. A. MEADOWS CO., M'n'f'rs,
Fncm:yon Neuse River, l

Place your orders with

' W. GRAINGER,

Gold Leaf Tobacco Guano.

. "Specidlly prepared for the lands of EASTERN
CAROLINA. Insures a good cure, makes Wrap-
pers and Fills your Purse.
On its merits alone, one farmer in- Jones will

As our goods are manufactured near you and
not reshipped, we claim FRESHNESS and GOOD
MECHANICAL CONDITION.
. ' High Grade Cabbage, Potato, Allcrop snd Cot-
ton Guano.
Our Motto: “Not How Cheap But How Good.”

NEW BERN, N, (.

KINSTON, N.C

Or. H. D. HARPER,
DENTAL SURGEON,
_ KINSTON, W, C.

K9 Otice over 6. . Johnson's stors, m the Mose—
o Budlantg, sexy 1o U. W. Pridgen & Co.’s o,

OR. THOS. # FAULKNER,
Offiog houve: Ba.m. toGp m.
Rooms over Slanghter Broa.

Shaving )
and Hair Dreasing Parlor
Under HOTEL TULL.

Easy Shaves, Artistic Hair

Competent Bagbers.
A-TRIAL SOLICITED.

|Moore & Hooker,

STAPLE & FANCY GROGERES,

Fresh Meats,
Chicago Beef, Etc.

Marxer Houne: 4090124 m:4t0®

" | p. m, ;
8- Fhone 27,

TAX NOTICE!

All delinquent Tax payers must
pay their taxes before March 1sth,
‘and all who have not made settle-
ment before that date will be dealt
with as the law directs. This
positively the last call. After
March 15th I will advertise for
sale the property of those who
have failed to make settlement.

D. F. WOOTEN,
Sheriff Lenoir County,

Tailoring

Establishment.

I bave just brought to Kinstom
a fine line of Woolens for Spring
Suits. The goods ate now open
for your i &

Will run an up-to-date, first
class Tailoring Estahlishment in
Kinston. Ask a trial for your
work. Bear & reputation well
known in this of the State for
the best of g. A fit guar-

anteed.
' S. J. WALLS.
In Loftin’s bulldifig, ;runm_opm

Westarn Unf~n Telca

SEASONED

PINE WOOD

$2.60 per MEASURED
CORD delivered in your
yard. This is almost al-
together 8plit Wood,
good sized,
Gg.od supply now on

L. HARVEY. & SON.

'PHONE No.s. ™

Cotton (Gins and Presses.
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