“PDo not think -me withont feeling on the alr:
without syinpathy, pity"— “Who goes thera?

“If you loved me," he pursued pas
slonately— “Ah, God! The very word
from me to you sounds lpsnlt! And
yet there 18 not one thought in me thal
sounds insult—if you loved me, could
you stand there and bid me drag ox

long accustomed habits of a soldier's

Fr R

go the round of the cavalry camp.

“It % one of my men,” said the chief
carelessly to the sentinel. “Leave me
to deal with him."

The guard saluted and resu ~d his
beat.

“Why did you refuse the word, sir?’

“1 did not hear”

i “Why are yon absent from your
fs life forever, nameless, friendless squuadron?”

hopeless, having 211 the bitterness bu! There was no reply.

mobe of the torpor of death, wearing “Have you no tongue, air? Why are

doom of & galley slave, though You here?’
crime [ ‘There was again no answer,

You are poreason  Chateauroy's teeth greund ount & fo-

you lmplored m¢« rfous oath. Yet a fash of brutal de-

the violation ol light glittered In his eyes. At last he

you deem md out of his reach, into disobedience and

| contumacy.
scarce know “Why are you here, and where have
ask you if you were ¢ you been?’ he demanded once more.
me cenld you decidi! *I will not say.”
ghe

T

| The dark and evil countenance above
mur ' bim grew livid with fury,

I be' “Ican have you thrashed like a dog
ehould. Ags it 1s—as your friend"— j listen! I know as well as though you

Ah, hush! Friendship Is cruelerthar had confessed to me. Your silence
Bate."” cannot shelter your great mistress'

“Crael sbam. Ahb, ha, la Faustine! Bo ma-

“Yeq, the worst cruelty when we geel | dame your princess Is so ¢old to her
fove—a stone proffered ns when we aad' #quals only to choose her lovers out of
fLor bread In famine!” | my blackguards and take her miduaight

“Lord Royallleu,” she said slowly, as Iotvigues like & camp courtesan!” -
1f the familiar name were some tle be ) Ceeil's face changed terribly as the
tween them, somwe cavse of excuse for, vile words were spoken. With the
these the only love words she had eves : light and rapid spriug of a leopard he
dheard without disdain and rejection— . reached the side of his commander,
“Lord Royallieu, It is wnworthy of one Land on the borse's mane, the otl-
Wwou to take this advantage of an lmter | o on the wrist of bis chief, that h
wiew which 1 sought and sought for| &ripped like an irom vise.
your own sake. You pain me; yor| “You lie, and you know that you lie!

Breathe ber name once more, and, by
heaven, as we are both L ng men, |
will have your life for your outrage!"

And as he spoke with his lefr hand
he smote the lips that had blasplemed
against her. 2

Chateauroy wrenched his wrist out
af the hold that croshed it and drew
hLis pistol. Ceell knew that the laws of
active service would hold him but Jos:-
Iy dealt with If the shot lald hhn dead
in that instant for Lis act and his
words, .

“You can kill me; I know {t. Well,
asR your pren re; it owill be the
#ole good you have ever dope to me”

And lie stood erect, vatlent, motlon-
lesa, looking luto his el \I's exes wiil
a calm disdatn, with \u snucered
challenge that for the f.st moncnot

that she rebuked him fustly,
"Forgive me, for pity's sake! Afte
f ht 1 :lun never look upon your

: .db rnulm'; she sald gently, while
g “You en

- 11 sonl of kis great foe.
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Cecll pever heard It. Evean the old, |.

WwWrung something of savnge respect.
#od of aullen admiration vut from the
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all the rest he was tranqguil
No ease could be clearer, briefer, leas

fense. The soldlers of the guard gave

. | evidence as to the violence and'fury of

the assaunlt. The accuser merely stated
that, meeting his corporal out of the
bounds of the cavalry camp, he had
asked him where he had been and on
his commanding an answer had been

assaulfed In the manner described

with viclence sufficient to have cost hils
life had not the guard beén so near at
hand. The statement passed without
contradiction by the prisoner, who only
replied that the facts were stated ac-
curately a8 they occurred and that his
reasons for the deed he deeclined to as
sert. When it was finally demanded
of him if be bad aught to.urge in his
own extenuation, he paused a moment,
with a gaze under which even the hard
eagle eyes grew restless, looked acroas
to Chateauroy and addressed his an-
tagonist rather than the president:

“Only this—that & tyrant, a llar and
a traducer cannot wonder If men pre-
fer death to submission beneath Insnit.
But T am well aware that this §s no
vindication of my act as s soldier, and
I have no desire to say words which,
whatever their troth, might become
hereafter dangerous legacies and dans
geroua precedents to the army.”

That was all which he answered, and
peither his counsel por his accusers
could extort another syllable from him,
He pever moved ofice while the decree
of death was read to him, and there
was no change in the weary
of his eyes, He bent his head in
qulescence.

“It Is well™ he sald simply.

It seemed well to him. Dead,
seeret would lie in the grave with
and the long martyrdom of his 1if
ended.

In the brightness of the noon
rette leaned out of her lttle oval

also,

ment, and, for the first time
piness was not with her.
They were gope forever—all the
tic joyance, all the free, falr hours, all
the dauntless gayety of childhood, all

. | ¢omplex, more entirely Incapable of de-

the sweet, harmonfous lnaghter of a

heart without a eare. They were gone
forever, for the touch of love and paln
had been laid on ber, and never again
would her radlant eyes smile cloud-
leasly, like the young eagle's, at & sun
that rose bot to be gredted as only
youth can greet another dawn of lfe
that s without a shadow. To her it
seemed inipossible that this patrician
who Lnd his passion should not return
it 8ke anly thought of love as she
b alwnys sevn it—qulekly bora. hotly
clivrinbed, wholly Indulged and without
tie oF resteaing, i .

“And | came without my vengeance!”
shie mused. To the tature that felt
the ferveity of the vendetita a right
and a due there was wounding humill-

kpowledee that elip had
! ‘nnbarmed apd hnd eope
. ont from bis «=lzht nad his

that foily which she would

lest he should see In her one
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