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CARACAS,
VENEZUELA'S
CAPITAL

[Bpecial Correspondence.]

Caracas, Venezuela, Dee. 20.—This
«ity, to which the éyes of the civilized
world have been so long directed. Is
one of the prettiest towns on the west-
<ern hemigphere. At présent, however,
it 18 maore interesting on account of its
being a storm center of political and
diplomatie activity than on account of
its beauty. Dally and nightly it is
the scene of patriotic demonstrations,
the populace Joining In fervid out-
bredks agalost what are termed the
‘high handed proceedings of Germany
and Great Britaln, .

Sheuld worst come to worst and the
allies, asg I8 feared In some quarters,
attempt an Invasion of the capital in
arder to capture Castro and hold him
asa hostage for payment of their claims,
it is safe to say they will have some
desperate work before Caracas s reach-
ed. The city Is only six miles through

the center of the mountains inland from |

La Guayra, but thirty-six miles by the

old Bpanish road, over which the mna-,
rines of the combined force must go to |

take the capital, should that eventual-
ity come to pass. Bixteen miles up from
the coast along this road, at thimes broad
and smooth, at times shelving to precl-
pices, is a narrow pass, almost impass-
able for a storming party. It is sald
and belieged by Venezuelans that 100
natives, knowing the country, could
beld that pass ngainst 5,000 men.

Like all other Bouth American towns,
Caracas is laid out in the most method-
fcal manner in regular squares of equal
area and equal frontage, divided by

" narrow streets running lengthwise from
east to west and from north to south.
‘The cross streets, the principal avenues
of the city, are made of concrete pave-
ment, with sidewalks of cement, while
the less prominent thoroughfares are
paved in rough stones. The streets are
numbered from the Plazga Bolivar, a
beautiful park in the center of the town.
There 18 no variety and no display of
taste in the architecture so [ar as
JAdwellings are concerned, each house be-

ing exactly like its neighbor and all be-

same ninterials. They are not all paint-
«d allke, but even with this distinetion
theé architecture remains monotonous.
gant impression thus made
Isitor is, however, completely
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sation and environment of the
nd when one entérs .a typleal
an home one ‘forgets in an in-
! of the exterior, One
at.Jt is the habit of the aver-
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erage renders it susceptible to fevers of
all sorts, Yellow féver is always spo-
radic, but does not produce the panic
*hat It does In the United Btates, for
with careful nursing a Venezuelan has
3 better chance of recovery than would
sn American stricken with typhold
fever. Another thing that tends to
make Caracas unhealthy are the sud-
den changes of cllmate, verging from
» cool, bracing atmosphere at dawn to
an ex'reme sultriness at noonand final-
& to a damp, clammy chill at nightfall
€uch are the meteorological conditions
f Cavacas for the entire year.
HAYS DUBOIS.

Her Latest Hrealk.

“My six-yearold girl s an awful
chatterbox,” said a broker, “and the
worst of it Is that when we have guests
at the house she s continually making
breaks of the worst sort—breaks that
tend to rattle the dry bones of the fam-
ily skeleton In the closet. Recently
when we had company at dinner she
allowed her tongue to run away with
her, ms usual, the result of which was
that she very much embarrassed both
her father and mother, although the
guests, I am free to say, seemed de-
lighted. I had a very serious talk with
her and Impressed upon her, or tried to,
that she must not tell any family se-
cret. The next time we had company
she was permitted to come to the table
only by promising that she wouldn't ut-
ter a word. She behaved beautifully
and had nothing to say untll the des-
gort was about to be taken away. Then
her lips began to quiver, and tinally she
burst into tears. ‘Why, what's the mat-
ter, darling? her mother asked. ‘I-=I
want s5ome more ice cream, if that fsn't
a family secret!’ she wailed between
sobs.”—Philadelphla Record.

Nutritious Value of Oysters,

The popular bellef that the oyster 1s a
most nutritious article of dlet does not
rest upon any scieatific basis. The oys-
ter as a food could not satisfy the de-
mands of the human body. While the
oyster, when not stewed, ls very pala-
table, wholesome and easily assitolat-
ed by weak, Impaired stomachs, it can-
not be contended for a moment that it
contains such elements and notrition as
! may he found in beans, rice or potatoes,
: There s very little, if-any, fatmaking
or muscle building materinl In the oys-
Is largely nitrog-

in p !
as an excellent’

to an exclusive diet of oysters would
gsoon find himself deficient in adipose
tissue and in those elements that go to
make up physical force and vitality In
the human body.

Rossini's Memory.

The composer of "Il Barbiere al
Biviglla” was blessed with a not very
retentive memory, especially for names
of persons Introducdd to him, a forget-
fulness which was frequently the eause

- of much merriment whenever Rossinl

was among compahy. One day he met
Bishop, the English composer. Rossinl
knew the face well enough and at once
greeted him. *“Ah, my dear Mr. —,"
but be could progress no further. To
convinee him that be had not forgotten
him Rossini commenced whistling Bish-
op's glee, “When the Wind Blows," a
ecompliment which “the English Mo-
zart” recognlzed and would ns readily
have heard as his less musical sur-
L. | e B P

i\ Te Judge a River's Breadth,

It is necessary to make use only of
the eyes and the brim of a bhat to meas-
ure the width of any ordinary stream
or even of a good sized river, and here
Is the way to do It:

Select a part.of the river bank where
the grounds run back level and, stand-
ing at the water's edge, fix your eyes
on the opposite bank, Now, move your
hat down: over your brow untll the
edge of the brim s exmctly on a line
with the water line on the other side,
This will give you a visnal angle that
may be used on any level surface, and
if, as has been suggested, the ground
on your side of the river be flat you
may “lay off” a corresponding distance
on it. To de this you have only to hold
your head perfectly steady, after get-
ting the angle with your hat brim, sup-
porting your chin with your hand, if
necessary, and turn slowly around uatil
your back |s toward the river. , Now,
take careful note of where your bat
brim cuts the level surface of the
ground as you look over the latter, and
| from where you stand to that point
‘wlll be the width of the river, a dis-
tance that may readily be measured by
| stepping. [If you are careful in all

these detalls, yon can come within &

few feet of the river's width.—Detroit
Free Presa,

A Curlous Royal Custom.

When any Spanish sovereign dies, the
body is at once submitted to the proe-
ess of fossilization, nor can it be placed
in the royal pantheon until the body
bhas been absolutely turned into stone.
Curiously enough, the period required
for fossilization varies considerably.
Some royal bodles hive become solidi-

fled in o very short period, while othefs |

, have taken years before the fossiliza-

i tioh tobok place. It took exactly thir
teen years to convert the body of thé
father of Alfonso XIII. of Bpain into
stone. i 43

Riding Away With the Bride,

In many of the border counties of
Fogland the gualnt old bridal customs
of hundreds of years ago are still In
vogue. The parents carefully abstain
from sppearing -at the marrlage cere-
mony, clinging to the idea that the
bridegroom still rides away on a foam-
ing steed with his bride behihd him as
in the good old days. The brides pre-

fer.the custom to the modern method .
.-of Leing given away at tho.altar iu the
erthodox fashion...

| ’ Te Reform Him,
Minister—You say you are going to
marry a man to reform him., That Is
noble. May 1 ask who It Is?

| Miss Beauti—It's young Mr. Bond-

' clipper.

! Minister—Indeed!
had any bad habits.

Miss Beauntl—Yes, his friends say |

that he Is becoming quite miserly.-~
New York Weekly.

Good Position.

A young lady applicant for a school, | besn eonelusively demonatrated that we |

says a 8t. Louls humorlst, was asked
the question, “What is your position
upon whippiug children?’ and her re-
ply was, “My usual position is on a
chair, with the child held firmly across
my knees face downward."” She got

the school, |

Ocular Demonstration,
Tourist -~ Land ‘pretty fertile around
hiere? - ' -
Western Farmer—Waal, yer see them
telegraph poles? Waal, Ins' week they
was only hitelin' posts! -

The Men With ldeas,:

Idens rule the world today, &nd a new |
Idea Teads the world to progress; hence
the tgnn with Ideas Is thé real sovereizn
and “lender of the pmla‘:-lllxweﬁ'h
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DEMOCRALIC PLATFORM.

Senator Bimmons Writes for New York
A maerican.

Oppoaltion to monopoliep and to taxs-
tion levied In behall of lodividuals and
special interests Instend ol for the pur-
pose of ralsing revenur to delruy wEpeness
of the government, rconomicnlly admin-
istered, is toudamental (i the Demucratic
créed, .

n raisiog the more thau four hundred
willion dollare by custom necessary to
mget. annual appropriations abundant

)portonity wil be .afforded . without

tostituting the power of taxation to
pRrposes of private greed to do equity
to American labor and fndustries.
| There should be no uncertainty in the

platform declarations of the party elther
adto tarllf or as to monopelies. They
should be in line with fts well-knewn at-
titude in the past upon these questions.

Under our present economic and indus-
trial saystem there ia an undoubted rela-

nabip between the prevailing tariff
system and the trusts. 8peaking In &
geheral way the two are lnseparable.

Therefore, in addition to the gepers!
demand for s return to the Democratle
ithlory of arevenue tariff, there should

be & speclfic and urgent demand for the
| immediate reyision of the tarlfl whenever
|tho duties now imposed farnish shelter
' tomonopolies. The platform should de-
maad, 5ot only the removal of this taril

‘| shalter as & means of trust disestalbdlah-

nt, but it should demand the enact-
ment ut adequate probibitory logislation,
bath for the purpose of dissolution
through the eourts of thess Il'ega! combi-
natloss, and panishing those who are
gulity of participation in its vivlation.
, But all grustaand mpnopolies are not
feed and supported by the tarifi. There
am combipations of capital that have

' bevome, by reason ol their control of the

, markets, practical monopolies which may
not be illegal organizations gr eapable
of bwing. reached by any prohibitory- or

nal laws congress may consatitaution-
ally pass or that i would by wiee under
dualeystem of government for it to en-
8. These combinations are no less
: nful and 1bimicsl to the patill wellare
maad thas this class of combinations be
brought under goverument supervislon
and control.

Government control s not the proper
remedy for illegal combivations and con-
spirecies. The remedy forsuch organiza-

'tlous ta dissolution, extermination, and
I did not know be ,yniuhinent, In addition to the removal |

of the inducements and temptations
found on our tarifi schedules.

There shquld be po attempt at Govern.
ment ownership of railroads or of any
sutject of piivats ownership, until 1t has

are powerless to protect the people and
the government against the control of
the railroads and other coulederated In-
toresls, /

Thast time will not come until the fi.-
tilivy of our lustitutions 1o aceomplisn
the purposes of their creation has been
ptus.en. The question which that situa-
tion wouid present will be one far mure
wer olis abd fundamental thso sny ques-
tiou affecting the government ownership
otraliroads or other utilities—the ques-
von uf re-castivg aud bull jing asew: ovr
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STATE SCHOOL BOOKS,

Plans For Improviag Present System of
DMetribution.

Raleigh News. Obsarver, 4ih

The matter of sultable facilitles for
supplylag the pupils of public schools
with the books on the Btate public
school book llst was discussed in the
office of the Btats superintendent of pub-
lie Inatrpction yeaterday.

There haa been trouble In. many ecoun-
ties of the Btatefa‘nee the adoption of the
State list, this belng becsuse books were
pot on hand when needed by the puplls.
Reporta reashing the office of Btate Sup-
serintandent, have told how schools have
been retarded in thelr work because of
the fallure of books to be on hand when

The publishers have been notified of the
f&l}uu to have thelr books ab the de-
positories, but the complaints bad so
inerdased that It was deemed Dnecessary
to have a confereace with the repreeon-
‘satives of the varlous publishing houges,
This was beld yesterday.

There were prasent at.the confere
'Btate SBoperintendent . Joyner, Major
C. L. Patton, of the Wolversity . Publish-
ing company; Mr.J. W.Thackston,ol the
Amaerican Book company; Mr. F. 0.
Bpain, of D. C. Heath & Company and
| Mr, F. B, Arendell, of the B. F. Johnson
Company. ;

Complaints from forty eountles ware
taken .up and considered, and 'it.was
agreed that the pullishers wopld atonce
take up the matter, with the cowuty
'superintendents, and the wanagers of
| book depositories In. the counties where
| there was trouble. It was also agresd

| that the publishers would se k to baye
|the canse of vomplalat relieved by, es-

tablishing additional depositories ju the
counties in which there is ressonable,
| need lor these, and would, o all the de-
' positorfes «stablished, kesp an ample
supply of books on haud.

One provisign that was agreed to, will
1ult.i in baving the books required mu"t;
'ly ou haod. This js that the eonnty
superintendents will be directed to notily
she heepers of the depositiries In their
countive, and ulso the 8.utw superiaten-
‘dent,

the
these open. On receiving this notide the

| Btate superintendent will at once notify |

the publishers, who ure expected to have
au ample supply of books on hand at/
thelir dep: witories belore the schoolsopen,
having «..e month In which to do so.'
This, ft i+ boped, will do away with all
complaiute ‘about the distribution uf
texi buoks.

called in eession for the reason that it
was not thought that any official action
on the part o the commission was ne-
, cesiary to 1 wedy existing complaints
| or difficultie .

Typhoid Fever all Over The State.
Mgr. Emronr: Many of our eltizens seem
disposed to think thatv there muast be
more local eause for typhold fever in our
town than vlsewhera, But a casual peru-
vl of the bulletin of the North Carolina
Board of Health, for December, will show
| thatduring that month seventy countles
wt North Corollna reported cases of ty-
phold fever. Aod when 1t s known that
& large part of the cases ars not reportsd
to thecounay superintendents of health, tt
will be veen that we have no cause to
think that we are in & worse condition
then‘vther plaves, '
: ‘ > i .D.

Railvoad Man Accideatally Shot

. Asbeville, Jan. 8.—As the result of an
accidential shooting.: Thursday  walter-
i noon Wijj Bishop, & rallvoad men 98
yoars old, 4y morafag.
| Thureday afterdoon Blsbop was to the
room of bis triend, John Beay, acal

! old, et the home of Seay’s parents. They

of the date fixed Ly the county | fora charter to run & car line 6
| of education fur e opening of Hill. General Manager W. W. 8

hovls, &t lewst one month Mon!

OLD NORTH STATE - -
NBWS AND GOSSIP
0DD AND INTERESTING HAPPENINGS.

Clipped and Rohashed From Our North
Caroling Exchangss.

As a result'of blocd 'polson sad lodk—
jaw caused by ahurtrecelved w
ling & toy pistol, the 10-year son of Wil
llam Favocette, colored, uf Durbam died
Friday. _

The Wachovia Loan sad Trust com-
pany, of Winston, has fncreassd its capl-
tal from $200,000 to $500,000, all of
which has been subscribed. This is now
the largest banking fustitution fn the
Btats.

Fayetteville Observer: A
passenger train on the A, C. L. ran over
and instantly killed & seven-year old g0l
ored child &t Rex Tuesday. A npmb
children were playing near the track, andt
it 1o sald that while attempting to, rum
across the track in fropt of the tratn the
child foll pud met her dosth. . .,

In Stanly eounty, spar Gold Hill, Johs
Bommit, & 14 year old boy, had  cllmbed
& tree and was makiog his way ont on.a

b about 75 fest. from the ground,
when the limb broke and be fell. The
boy's neck waa  broken and he bad
ceased to bresthe when a compsnfom,
who was earby at the time of the mcet~
dnl._u,ohﬂ'l#m. PR T

Chas, Brown, better known as “Sam
ko' Brown, aged 35 yoars, was kiled
in the Bouthern Rallway yard in Salfs-
bury. Tussduy night. He had been 1o the
onnlo.no! the raliroad about . two
weeks and was acar coupler. ‘Whils nn-

iug & car his bend wae caught be-
) the bumpers and 8o badly crushed
tlint he died several houry Inter, .
publisbed & notioe shat applieation
would be made to the General Assimmbly

of the Traeti-n Company siys that' !
line will be bullt:-'some time this year,
This matter has besn agitated for some
time, the people at Darbam and at Chapsl
Hill being very anzious about gettlng ‘the
line. Sl
Belle Cates, 8 white womas, of Dif.
ham, has been arrested ou o churge that
s one of vhe most degrading known'to

| the scclal Jaws in this southland. Bhe '
The text book commission was not| ‘.

jecharged with living with & negro miss,
Henry Holeman, the man lu the chse, 'is
already In jall s8d the woman Was '
locked behind the same steel doors—dhe
and her little négro babe. The two
defendancs will be tried at the January
torm of court., |

The board of aldermen of (ioldsboro
have increased the price of recommen-
dations for liquor license from $400 to
$500 avd hae enacted an ordinsnce pro-
bibiting fte sale within certaln Mmite
foside the city. The prohibitionists have
cotsideréd this action as indicating
public sentiment in their favor and they
will make renewed efforts to get aw -
election on the question of prohibiglon
during she month of Jupe. PRy )

Rockingham Anglo-Saxon: The desd
body of Julla Aon Terry, colored;,: wam
found on the roand near Heffman one
morning last wesk, and: the attending
‘elren indicated that she was

murdered. Bhe got off the train at Hofl-

man and Jeft town: in company with
Neal Austin, colored. - Putol shots were
| beard ia the direction tn which shé wend;
and her dead body was found 14 ‘fhe
M'm'm“t‘ .Nw
her beart. It ln lsaroed, so webear, from




