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Overalls

By HOWARD FIELDING
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wealth and restless energy, and
be owns a newspaper called the
Citizen, which Is an eorgan of
the common people. A flery and errat-

e genlus named Heory Bond was ed
itor of the Sunday Issue, and I was his
assistant when the events here chronlk
cled ocecurred.

Pardon me one moment while I in.
trolver mys= . 1 sm o n mild eyed,
melancholy, lazy naud gonoe=ily Ineom-
petent fellow, having no uppetite for a
‘strenuocus life and very little for any
other sort. Upon the editorial staff of
the hustling Citigen and assistant to
Henry Bond I was as much misplaced
as a Quaker in s swenring mateh. A
spurious reputation for—well, 1 searcely
know what procured me the position,
and I took It beecnuse 1 needed the
money. Bond, whose geese were al-
ways swang, declared to Wilde that I
was the greatest man In the two Amer-
lens.

One day an Item of news drifted into
the office to the effect that a horny
handed son of toil had been refused
admittance to the Museum of Art be-
cause he presented himself at Its portal
clad in his overalls. By the best of our
information It was purely a question
of dress. There wag no claim that the
man had been Intoxicated or that his
conduct had been open to obhjection.

“We've got to get hold of that man,”
sald Bond, running his hand backward
over his bair, which was so full of elec-
tricity that It always stood up straight
and erackled every time It was touched,
“There’'s a peach of a story in this
cane,”

“Out of sight!" I responded, with en-
thusiasm,

“Take it right In haund,” said Bond,
making a movement as if he were pass-
ing the matter to e on a large platter,
“It's our first page yarn for next SBun-
dn,.f’

1 had no appreciation of the story nor
any power of guessing what my chief
desired, but I kfnew better than to ask
questions. 1 sent for a reporter, and
when he had come I laid the facts be
fore him,

“Find this man and ioterview him,”
sald 1. “Get a photograph of him and
of his wife and children, if be hus any:
also a view of the interior of his hum-
ble home, showing books on the table
and some good pietures on the wall
He's &8 ma u understand, who ap-
preciates art§§Here’s o card toa friend
of mine who runs an art store. He'll
lend you the plctures. You can get the
books anywhere. Telej:i:ofte me when
you've found the man, aud 1’1l 8end up
a photographer.”

It was early‘ln the duy when the re
porter went upon this errand. About
noon he telephoned that he was having
frouble-in his search, that all the pa-
pers in town were after the story and
that some of them had as many as four
or five men out on jt. This was bad
luck. We had supposed that our infor
mation was exclusive, I sent all the
available reporters by way of reeu-
forcements and authorized the general
of this little army to pay Mr, Overalis
$10 If he would agree not fo give Lis
stary to anybody elge.

Mr. Overalls was not found that day. | t
The next morning's papers had the sto-
Y, Mmm ~There was.not
even a of him that savored
df authenticity. He remained nothing |
but a suit of overalls, to which some of
the added a decoration of ma-
chine oll or of whitewash.

This mysterious indlvidual became
the sobject of a newspaper rivalry so

JO_hN WILDE |s a man of great

t/hich  lasted  until the coTce  wos
served. Then he apsentmindediy fight-
ed two cigarettes and, holding one in
his extended right hand and the other
in his mouth, be sald earnestly:

*You ought to be able to do this job
yourself, Youo've written more Criec
tive stories than there have been
erimes committed since Cain , killed
Abel. You've been thinking about this
sort of “thing all your life, and yom
onght to know just what te do” '

The man who writes u detecilve sto
ry has the great advantage of knowing
who did the deed, but 1 would wuol
meke such an observation to Bond. A
lack of confidence is the unpardonable
slp in his eyes. 1 began to speak In an
assured tope, with the air of an :
This sort of thing s not lying with me.
It is mere weakness and exhaustion.

Bond was impressed. He saw a great
trivmph.

“It's not my fault,” nld he, "that all
these men have been put’'on’ fo' the
case. | sald that T could'do it #ith my
own staff, and here is where 1 prove It.
You get right out on this fellow's trall.
and if you eateh him I'll add $50 to
your salary this week."”

As [ rode uptown in a car [ triedftp
think of this man hunt as a m:llﬂ‘ tl*‘t

INTRODUCING WILLIAM WASHINGTON.

I even tried to plcture one of my myth-
leal detectives engaged In the search
for Mr. Overalls. In vain. 1 merely fell
Into that dreamland which is the limbo
of such fuculties of mine as might
have been pmt-tlcnl under better con’
ditlons.

With no clear Idr-u of what I hoped
to accompligh 1 Jeft the ear and wen!
Into the business office of a1 newspaper,
where I artanged For the inseftion of g
gmall advertisenient offering n reward
of 825 for the wan who bad been ex
cluded from the Museum of Art. Lhad
it put among the washerw:men o the
two cladsliics o ns Help Winted” and
“SitviThois Fanmed” on th vague the
ory: that woifon Know (he nows nmwl
tell it: thet ey are $Gner to see
eharc tnlenen a 421k dwrMr. Over
alls seas probal v gul of work uud fais
vife Salilns v --~h‘s'= 1 5.1 &

[lov i cesmmatskod, this funst 1!\
@ cotive sicbie. b ek Mee R ra
a book till it waos time lu o to bed.

On the way down to the oifice the fol-
lowing afternoon | called for answers
to my advertisement and was amarcd
to find that one hag been received. It
was n brief and somwewhat liters te
production signed “Mrs. Mary Collins,
8 flure, back,” and it contdlned the in-
formation that the, writer had “sus-
pishuned” for two days that her jani-
tor's brother was the man in question.
! “He.denize it,” added Mrs, Collins,
l;lng considerable trouble wlth her =,
Ybut it’s him."”

Iealledumauenmhoy, towhoml
hve $0 and Mr4, Colling' a ith

brief! statement of the ficts in the
bue and a command to bring the juni-
tor's brother to the office of the Citizen.
' “Suppose he waon't come?’ sald the
boy.

'l'ha same {dea had occurred tome. 1
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together in' the latter's private rnuln.
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To this reporter Alr. Washington lnd
declared that he could not remember

Mr. Overalls; that he didn’t even know | smoked, he liked being with those who |

whether he was white or black. Un-
doubtedly this was a falsehood, yet It
was lkely that Lhe would stiek to it
Certainly he bated all newspapers aft-
er the “roasting” to which he had been
subjected, and a yoke of oxen couldn't
drag him to the Citizen office for the
purposes of this investigation. Never-
theless Bond sald to me cheerfully:

“Gooutand get this man Washington
and have him heré within two hours”

I 'felt a faintness succeeded by an
agreeable desperation. -

“Sure!” sald 1 and stalked out of the
room.

A desperate man can sccomnlish
much. In exaetly Afty-five minutos 1
re-entered that room and Introduced
Mr. Willlam Washington to Wilde aud
Bond. He was a tall colered man .with
a very magnificent alr and a shrewd,
plercing eye; a man of very distinctive
~I bad almost sald distinguished—ap-
pearance.

“I bave come entirely as a matter of
friendship for this gentleman,” said he,
waving his hand toward me. As a mat.
ter of fact I had given him $10,

We began mlumliulelq‘ to admit ous
candidates, who had been detained hops
and there In the bhullding upon v
pretexts, and with considerable dillien}

(B

ty, for some of them were potliing
scared. We tried first the men whon
the detectives hnd  discovered.  Mr

Washington looked at each of thoun
with close attention and courteon:: -
clared that he had never had the poons
we of seeing them before. They led
like men experienced In the art. bhul
Mr. Washington wans entirely  un
shaken,

Then we begpu upon the fellows who
had' answered the advertisement, and
they filed through the room one by one
Some of them gave up the game wlhen
informed of the presenee of the door
keeper, while others protested even to/
the point of violence.

Toward the close of the examination
Wilde took me aslde.

“This man {8 throwinrg us,” bic said.
“In my opinion the first fellow we had
In _here was the real article, and Wash-
ington knew it.”

I ventured to differ tn a respoetiul
manner, and just thén the last of the
lot was led through the room. When he
had vanished In a simmoke of sulplurous
language, Jim, the,office assistant, who
had been busy with the formaljti's of
admitting and sending away the candi-
dates, whispered {o me:

“There’s another one with a wmoessen-
ger boy,”, .

“Send him I, said 1, and
Bood, ¥This Is my man."’

Wilde overbeardt the remark andd,
glanced !lnéuuﬂy at, Washington, 'I{
wits his lagt ehance to serve us. If he
falled this tine,

then tu

offer. Washington renained digniﬂwf
and impassive as Mrs, M (ollipsj
jannar‘i er Wi lnto 1b¢

room.
He ﬂa" n sfn*tl yl'l (] hdm‘m'zh
Ing fellow, which was more than I'
be said for the others,

1 48pe here, wentlomen. sald he, loo..

Ing from one 10 the sdhe r of us, “I eome

‘“Yor wA's't THEREI®
down here because this boy told me
you wanted to see me, but I don’t wan!
) publicity In this ease. .1 don't care
uxabnuwwl museum snyway.

i’

'I‘l‘ul.lupc- lhusnrd.
Although Anthony Trollope never
did, 1t soothed his nerves, e sald, and |
sent b to sleep. On one
when be bhad jyst returmed to London
from South Africa, he was talking at
the Cosmopolitan ¢lub to Lord Carba-
von, Lord Derby, Froude, the historian,
Lord Wolseley and one or two others
equally fawmous on the future of that
country. In the midst of the discussion
Trollope fell asleep, and after a quar-
ter af an bour's doze he awoke, shaking
bimself together like the (faithful,
growling Newfoundland dog -l &0
much reserabled, Dissentient even In
bhis unconsciousnéss, he splutiered
forth: “I utterly disagree with every
ene of you. What Is it you said?"

Rain and Plants.

Mauy persons must have noticed that
the most dilligent sprinkling of lawns
and flower beds fails to impart to the
grass and plapts a vital stimulus equal
te that which comes from a good show-
er of rain. A correspondent reminds
us of the reason for the difference. It
Is because raln, falllng from a great
Leight through the air, brings with It
n congldernble quantity of ecarbonie
neld, of nltrogenous particles and of
other eclements nutritions to plants
wlhieh It has washed out of the atmos.
phere. 8o a sprinkler used from the
tap of a tall building might be slightly
more effective than when employed at
the surface of the ground.

Hopcd He Might Improve,

Musband (vituperatively)—1 was Lu
Idiot when 1 married you, Mary.

. Wife (quietly)—Yes, Tom, | knew you
were, But what could 1 do? You
secmed iy only chance, and 1 thought
then that you might improve a little
with time.—Washington Times,

His Jubllee. i
Judge—Are you aware of any mitl-
gating circumstances in your case?
, Criminal—Yee, your honor; this Is
the fiftieth time |1 have been arrested
for vagraney, and 1 thought that per-
bhaps we might get up a little jubilee,

Brevity.

Irate |Author—What did you do with
that article of mine on the Amerlcan
forests?

Edltqr—Well gir, to make a long
stary 'short, | cut it down.—Baltimore
Ameriean.’ = - . '

' The Chimese Chens.
The Chinese have a singular Instru.

is acelreular bum@le of small reeds of
differept lengths plereed with' finger

"utentihg wlh a' commen air chamber
beneath, l‘lu- notvs are produced by

we lad no more ‘o*?l(}p{)ing U Iw‘ﬁ w "l’l tlle ﬁn'm

Cuba's Corn Crops.
Fdnr crojix of corn nre prodpced
w,etbq:-rmnm erop Is plan
Deecmlkr. ande the fourth crup is hnr-
vested In December,

-

K
A Polst In Law,

An agreement by an applicant for life
‘insarance that the medicdl eXamiuer
‘ippolinted #nd pald by the Insurer shall
e tlfe agent ar the applicant infreeqrd-
4'og the nicttfeal dsamination is held In
Sternnman  versns - Metropolitan  Life
Insurnuce company (N. Y. 57 L. R. A,

B18) to be prohibited by publie policy.
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CAPUDIN E

'Nervousness, and
Feverlsh ness,

No Effest On the Heart.
Sold by all Druggists.

:
CURES
Sick Headache, i
4
1
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_ Justul’ew ¥
Xmas Goods Left
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sell Millinery CHEAP.

. mgs MEACHAM & co
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occusion, [

ment ealled cheng, or wmouth organ. It{

holes ‘gt proper distabees ‘and commp- |

Now gon:lg C'HEA];’ 3 'We dso ,

A Secrei Dlsease

Of all human diseases, that known eas
contagions blood poison, or the Buad
Wisease, hus caused more misery and suf-
fenny ..lul ruined more lives than all
others combined. It not only wrecks the
hopes and aspirations of the one who
¢ontracts it, but oiten the innocent are
tiade to share the humiliation and dis-
fmce of this most loathsome and hateful

orm of blood poilnn Children inherit
it from parents, and thousands of the

urest men and women have been con-
minated aud ruined simply through
hmdllni‘ the clothmg of ome infected

awful
ﬁ;"",;’;““;’,';; THE INNOCENT
same vewsel and SUFFER WITH

oilet artices. THE GUILTY.
And when the
real nature of 1 he trouble is Lnown, many

'fer to suffer in silence or leave the

isease to do its worst rather than make
known their condition.

Through our Medical Department we
offer alvice and help. Write us freely
about your case, as nothing yon say will
ever go bevond our office.  Let us help
voi to get rid of this fearful disease, for
which some one else no doubt is to hlame.

It matters not how long the p('blsurl has
I,uulml.n“n your system, 8. 8. 8. 'will
[ prerity and” ! ill up vour h]ood and
elin azte every atom of the deadly virus

from the gvstom and make a complete
L ML I 1‘(’!"1'1\.‘11 cure,
3. 5. 8,18 the only antidote for Conta

gious Blood Poisen and has been curing it
for fifty years, It contains mo mercury,
potash or other harm-

ful mineral ingredi-

. but is a purely

tihle rn:lmll_v isat

cures without leaving’

any bad after effects.

Our special Home Treatment book,
Yiwn all the symptoms of this disease,

Ve will mail yon a copy free.

The Swift Specific Co., Atlanta, Ga.

Duderiaker and Embalner|

Will give competent service to all w
anfortunate as to need auch service. Just
simply give me notice and all detalls wil
be attended to.

Caskets of all qualitieg carried instock,

and b, pntronmng my sstablishmen?
you t competent services at 'lul
pﬂal as from anyone.

lly solicit a continuancs of

tho patronage of the people in this sec
tlon. Very truly, _
GEO. B. WIBBS,

EINNTON, N

RINTING TO
LEASE
ARTICULAR
ECPLE c e
i8 'he kia”d turped cu
at THE FREE. PRESS
office.

Splendid equip-
ment and competent
workmen.
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"WE SELL

COOKING
and

HEATING
STOVES '

Cheaper than any one
else in town.

Roofing, Guttering and
Rlumbing work done on;
“ghort notlce)i It wlll pay :
you to give us a tnal

§ nﬁonn & mmtm-r

Everything
that the appetite calls for
in Lhe way of aeaaonah]e

Ta ble

: Delicaclés

atourplp,ce. A stock of

" | stock of Guns,

Ww. T PA.RRUI‘T. Ph G, I.D.

S A grie Tt

PHYBICIAN AND SURGEON,
Kinwron, N, €,

Orrice Hours: 930 10 & o and 8
to 9 p. m.
Telephope calls: Honse 94, Offios 78,

NOTICEI

Notice is hereby ;“u llnl rﬁnu- will be
..;.mw of twciw-bl- (luvur‘
at the s '
the Town of Kinston, N, C.

g:cmdu of the Board of Aldermen.

T g n e
WANTED

You to write us for priges on Fire
proof Safes, Burglar Proof Safes
Time Locks, Vault Doors, Deposit
Boxes, etc. We will save you !
money.

O. B. Barnes Safe Co.,
Box 22, Greensboro, N, G

PAY

'

YOUR TOWN THX

Ist,
and Save the

before January
1903,
Costs !

= = ™

Pay
Your Taxes

—.——-—.';-

Your Taxes dre due
and it will be: bel!er 0
settle up quick

Respectfullx..

DAL E. W OOTEN.. .

‘S"It riﬂ

Wa Have lust Rncimd
A Nice Lot 'of

Trili>'

NEW WHEEIB;”

It would snrprise yﬂu so im
how low we are celling 'theh—
come and ‘examiné them MM
our prices. It will
tha soch Bicycle. aoulq be
bought at such a low price, and
while you are here examine ovr
We have & com-
plete line and we do all 'kind of
Gun and Pistol rqdra at short

ms'mmm 0
C. B. SPRAR, ni‘m

e ]

BREAD IS THE STATE.
and judgment sbonklh}"
baying the flour to m Lhe

What hnomplunﬂt‘h ie | W




