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CHAPTER XXXII.
Light Engine.

Toward the close of that summer’s
day it was the whim of that arch-man-
ager of theatricals whom men eall
Fute to stage an antlclimeax in the
midet of a vast and bllly expunse of
desolate mliddle western eountry—a
rude and rugged diek of earth which
boasted no human lenancy within a

«cirele of fts fur-flung horfzon and waa
iblseeted, not neatly, rather irregular-
Ay, by the fiowing double line of steel
“ rbbons which marked the rallroad's
right of way over the old Bunta Fe

trall. !

*+ 8o much for thoe stage: tho lght ef-

fects were provided execluslvely by the
erimson and purple and gold of a por-

itentous sunset; the properties em-
Iployed were simply a speclal train and |
jwhat is known s a light englne (mean-
“Ing m locomotive unhandleapped by

eam) ; audiencs there was pone, If ono
except the actors—who were one and
all far too deeply preoccupled with the
Interpretation of thelr soveral roles
to be nware of the show,

They were not many In number:
perhaps half a dozen aboard the spe-
clal traln—which was making away as
fast as It could run toward the glory |
of the sunset; a8 many more nboard |
the light engine.

It was the engineer who etarted the
trouble. After bringing his monstor
to s full pause, he turned upon his
passengers and—nol without plausible
excuse—violently (ndleted Mr. Alan
Law for abuse of lils wnd his fire
man's trustfulness. This the sald fire-
man (climbing torward over the ton-
der) vigorously appluuded,

They had been engaged, both gentle
men asserted vigorously, for nothing
more dangerous than a qulck run
across the prairies, In furtherance of
the unspocified plans of Mr. Alan Law
and his companion, Migs Judith Trine.
After starting out, they had wickedly
and maliclously heen bribod by the
sald Law to put on speed and catch up
with the speclal, In order that he might
rescue from the latter a young woriun,
his bride-to-bo und the elstor of Mixs
Trine.

But—and here was the grievanee—
they hadn't bargained to be shot at
with pistols. And preclsely that out
mge had beon put upon them durlng
and subrequent to the moment of ros
cue,

It was unhappy Mr. ltarcus who pro-

was suffering from a sevoro sprafn te
his sennc of decent pride. In thegery
fee of Miss Rose Trine and her be
trothed, Mr. Law, Harcus had black
enad his faco and handd to the hue of
ebony and had gormented himaelf In
the garb of a Pullmian porter, surren
doring hlmuelf to humiliating worvice
to those abourd tho speclal, sufforing
their Insolence and scorn without n
murmur, but with thedides of wrath

And now, when at length ho had
won his froedom from that Ignominl
ous pervitude, It wus only to be sworn

rallroad handa!

It was the fireman (to be just) who
brought the row to n focus by n nlight-
Ing reference to that “shiftless and
misbegotton dinge."

He repented quite promptly,  Mr,
Harcus jumpod for his throat with a

One of His Arms Was Around Her
Ehoulder.

bellow of raee The benkeman leaped
for hin shovel nud brandish d it threat
enlogly. ANr. bareys mude nothing of
that: he closed tn without hesitatlon
and got the fireman by the throst, pro-
ceoding to rhuke the breath out of his
body with the greatest good will and
dispatch 1o the courge of this chters
talnment the fireman slipped on the
b platform, trod on nothing, and
went over backwards taking Mr. Dar
cus with him to the ballust

Al almost the same moment Mr.
Law, attewpting to restrain the engi-
neer from guing to the assistunce of
his Tellow-worker, ducked In under a
viclous swing for hie chin, grappled
with his foe, tripped him up—and went
with bis to the ground on the oppo-
#ite alde of the locomotive from that
Occupled by Mr. Barcus and the fire
~ For

several he was |

=

even beginning to enjoy It when he
heard a woman shriek. At tho sams
instant revolvers began to pop

quickly as he was released. Doth roone
as que wmuin, to Ned Judith Trine be

sldo “hom, 2 Mle smile of excltensnt
layieg round her lipa as she looked
up the track and watehed the ope ol
itow down to o stop—scveral (ordong

vu the Lack platform plylng busy trlg-
gerfingers all the whilae

A# these lust threw opon the plat
forty gatea and drepped to the hallase,
sUl perforat’ng the olr with iy bul-
lets, Mr. Law, Miss Judith Trine, and
that Iate belllperent, the englhiecr,
turned staultancoasly and sought tho
rear of the tender,

On the opposite elda they found
Rese Trine and Mr. llarcue standing
uncertulnly above the Lody of the fire-
man, who, It appeared, had stunned

| himeelf In falling snd remalped in

sensible,
“he appearance of Law and Judith

! from behind the tender, closely pur-

sued by the englnecr, who was in turn
closely pursued by gontlemen with ro-
volvers, stirred Jareun and Hose to ae-
tlon.  Alnn puswed hm at o round
pace, pausing only lang enough 1o kolie

' Roen and drug ber with him toward

the speclal, Judith flung him o phrise
of well-meant advice In passing:

"Come along, you simpleton—unless
you want to be shot down whera you
etand!”

Mr. Barcus acted on that adviee, an
immedlately  as  resentfully.  Judith
Trine was Uttle before hlm &t the
wteps of the Pullman: Mr. Law had al.
rendy neslstod Rose ubonrd, Mr. Har
cus ungraclously gave plaea to the
lady: his fngralned chivalry sorely
strained by  bullete  that  kichked
aumong the ballast rouud his feet

CHAPTER XXXIII,
Pullman,

“Come Inslde,” Laow suggested, “and
Introdues me to the brakeman. 1 pro-
sume I've got to fix things up with
him—"

"It there's really any doubt in your
mind wa to that,” Unrcus sald, rising,
“I don’t mind telling you you're right,”

Ho paused as Alan entercd the car
before him und wad grectod by a storm
of vituperation that falrly  hllstered
tho pancls of the Pullman Mr Sceneen
Trine, helpless In his Invalid clir,
thus celebrated his Introduction to s
young man whom he had never hofor
woen whose Hfo he had schomed G
thke these many years,  His honvy
volea boomed wnid cohord through the
ear ke the sounding of a toesin

Alan mndo no eftort 1o rospond, bt
latened with hlg heawd crltlenlly to
ono slde and an oxaspernting expros
slon of deep Intercst Informing his
countenunes  untll Mr Triue  was
out  of breath nnd  vitriol;  whot
the younpger mun bowoed with e slisht
vat shado of mockory o hls muauner
and waved a tolorant hand to Nareis,

“"He has, no doubt,” Alan Inquired,
“his own private coli abonred thiy ear?”

“Yon, sul'" DLinreus orreed, uplng
woll the sanner of his apparent caste
and color, “Alnt dut do tranf -

“Take him away. then Alan re-
quosted wearlly —“If you pleass*

“"You, suli!" Harcus replled, wit)
nimble alaerity selzing the ek of the
wheeled ehnle nmd swinping (0 ronl
for n spin up the length of i cat

Before Trine had recove real enough
to curke hdm properly, the door ta b
drawing room was elosed aiod Barous
was wmbiling boek down the glele

His grin of rellsh at this torning of
the tablea vn the moenominbne preoy e,
howover, short Bved Be erouwd el
In a twinklingg when Jadith sbionlderod
roughily past him, wearlng a nullen
and forbidding countenance, and Ming
horself Into the druwlog room with
her father

The cause of her tempor was not
fur to seck: at the far end of the car
Alan was bendiug solicitously over the
chair in which Rose was resting One
of his arms was around her shoulder.
Her faen was Hftod confidently to his

PBarcus muved morosely on Nils L
prelicnsion of troublo abrow. sl
g over the waxiug (ro of that «faneo
woman’s fealousy. Moo didn't ik the
prospect at all 10 only Alin and Bero
hadn't been so dosperutoly In fove
that they couldn’t keop nway from o
another!  If only Alan had beon gon
sible enough to outwit the wonu wd
leave her behind whon Be wtarted in
pursult of the wpectal! M only thero
had not been that Hght englue in pur-
Rult—us Tinrena rmly believed (et
be—lowded to the guanls with Trizie's
unscrupnlous hlreling«!

No telling when they mitght eateh
up!

The fear of this lart catastrophn
worked together with hts foprs of Ju.
dith to render that wleht u nlewg
one for Marcus.  He spent 1t in n ehuir
whenee he could watch bath the door
to the compartment Judith had chosen
for her own tformerly  Mar
Quarters) and the endless ribb
steel that ewept bencath the traeks

But vothing happencd.  He napped
unesclly from time to time, waking
with a start of rright, hut ulwavs to
Aud  nothing amiss Ever  Judith

atopped behind that closod door and l

ever tho track bebind was innocont of
the glare of & pursting hoadlight,
Nor did anything untoward mark the

progress of the morning —unloss, in- |

dead, Judith's protracted sessions
with her father bohind the closad
door of the drawing room were to be
counted ominoys.
Ever since lunch-time the girl had
been closeted with her father; Barcus
o some well-earned and
6d rest in his quariors;

monntana, berren mesa
idtten thts gy
pits of nagebinmish

hatever hond hien the b
i communleatiaon between

| &
Mr Law released hin foe almost as'
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Struck the Cabuose With a Crash Lika the Cxplugion of a Qanaon

Poaned Just Ll

hinbily vverboard, o

P tho

IFap tho ensy- |

uf
ahlebaod ol

ened Juaith Evon then he might
rthat door from the ot
lvave go thn
tothe giel aguln Hy out and |

» Alun'a proffer of ns
vaeldly advised that pon
roturn to his post of duty
nd not lot his infatuation blind higy
At any moment
Up en the track behind them, Barcns
itoutiy held the door against the gl
attempt to pull it open and thy
another period when shoe oo
velf with kicking Its panela as i1 |
ful of breaking a wasy
pause followed.
from within, And woari'n.
dered what the dovil
Then her volea pen
Its aceents ealm an
“Mr. Barcus!”
“Hello!™ he replicd
e It, Miss Juditnr
“Please let me out »
“Not mueh.”
_*Obh—ploase'"
Struck by the faot that she hada't
A hearing his sefusal,
true that he

gturtled. “What
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5 worll.
¥ te keop yon waltinz, old te o el
neexplidned;: “bot T was smitlen with

inspiration.  There didn't soem to
roany getise i letting the o nlable

fith loose upon thls falr dand, po |

ound a cufl of wire In thoe porter's
ciocset and wired the bandle of the
drawing rooam door fast to the bars
acruss the alsic. 11 take her 80010
thmo to get out, now, without assist-
ancec."

Ten minuten more had pa saed befora
the two grimy aug pershiring pentle-

men succecded tn placing the hand car

apon the trucks,

“Ite o swoll Nitle hond car," Dar
cus vbserved arimly: “no wondor thoy
Drow it avay -

bend in L tend!

oit the aidinzg and heaan 1o
Fawiftly on o mederate dowg

rhiee of this inelu

irs wibop with na

nesal to eonpie an
auonarivs |y
ngine, and beco

v auarter of an b

ton lovel thosy 0

L+ indeniendent inapiran o

W the switeh to shont

svateh withoot pmgee pad the pi

s nol altnegether 1

&reat; they could not possibly make it
1

thocommon imymls: the two men RZICI{ }”OUI‘ bmins—use !

o the hand enr whera
they'i huve to sion to elear it off

v e from them if it tnkirs

"8 otr only hiope

' hiv coif between the ties,

| Al rghty” he announced briefy.
With a word to Rose. Alan slipped e I e
down beside Barcus, shifted hia liold
G MR E

t's hearthroaking busie |
and {t can’t be lor

CHAPTER XXXV,

For onee, In o way, 1t fell ont pre-
clsely ag Mr. Law had planned and

Constrained to pull up in ordor to ra-
move the obstruction from the track
the train erew of the freiehe choked
down its collective wrath on b
scnted with a sum of money
, hopes of further largesse it lent
common enr"to Alan's wellworp tale,
which had so frequently proved useful
in slmilar emergencies, of an elop
couple pursued by an Unressonin
vindictive parent;
rewarded by .the price Alan by
to pay In exchange for exclusive use
of the caboose as far as tho pe

So that it was not more
minutes before Rose was settled
rest in such comfort as the cahone a af-
forded, while Alan and Barc
| within its doorway snd =1 aked
either he nor any other aboasd the
suspected for an atant hag,
noxt forward of the oq. o

F T g ek

and had {g liopes

5 ia the box car
“Whal's ~onee locks, *
1L{.-§ﬂ|‘ Eﬂﬂh _:,.w‘u oA

THE FRENCH—NOW 4

SERIOUS Pqpyg,

THE TREY O HEARTS "=

:__-__;I_‘_ — == N ——— i,:‘-t,r i ’ -
Implshly ta herself in anticipatios of ¥ Third Woman in blnq.
the tme and 1y Lt she was bieing

with such paticnee us she could was

l'uris Dresses in lllack—-lfnm
sions of Englishwoman in
the Former Gay City, *

ter,
The whistle or 4 wcomativa over By P: M. Sarle
akmg the fre{cht sour bl 1:." slir ':11 {United  Preas Staff (.'orl'a-.~,-..-..|'
:-.I..:n!”.r Lo tako action ou Lo cherlshe \ !_..u-ln:‘;;‘ Nov. 18; (By mail 0 New
Feisin; whis idsiiied Gt o ifio. viiéa .u’j..,_l wWo women of the peg,
deor A'curve in tho track b o the S8 walted outside the Privety of.

it laboring up a stevp wrode, em- ¢ i Faris, The eldey went ip,

¢ sl ier to cateh a glimpse of 4 howd- Lurnug [lr-l'::l'[lﬂl.\-' with n set i‘--uk “
Ll followed by o string of Nehted her worn face,

fdows, Indleating a stngle car  the “Is 1t well with Jean 2" 18kod ghe
vpectnl beyvond a doubt. Younger womun sagerly,

Voithart hesitation, slnce the train “Yeu, it is well.”
vas pot mueiding at epeed, ghe drapped And with Henri and Payl v

't the Lallast, whesled smwartly “Yes, all is well with ll‘ )
el ¢ wshl the liandbar at the ond | i R o,

e hox car a ft presed and swang | ' ! With God. Tam proug (4, haye
] I oup Lotween At and the eabopse, | oen thue mother,”

Litor the freight galned the I'his i one of the memorics ljluukhl
furant ot the grade and began to run | back by Mrs. Neave, wife of o Britigy
niorc smanttils army wvilicer, who has just returng

Lrliug oo the top of the box caf | from o journey through France, vy

Yo peored Kevaiy through l.ilt' gleam- French ure a chunged n:ltu,;[:" 8y
whHEh was not yet so denso that teelures.  “They have beeome .

phit net dscern two heads pro- e me alte.

irether serioue. No one smiles jy

rance now, There wre no jokes and
r-u_ rejoicing, t'.\'l'!} OV Victory, El.'uy
third woman is in black, anil eople
durmd about the strests M proupy,
hstening  while madame  {¢fly how
her husband was killed.

“One touch of comedy which would
h‘;.".:‘ maude me rock with langrhier at
nary  times, | encountered gy
Lyons. Some fifty German lirisoners
had just arvived from the front, ang
Fonoticed  that they nearly a had
their hands in their Lrousers pock
‘ I vemaiked on this to an offeial,
il he replicd ina mater-of-fuet wiy:
“Uh, yes. They tried to CECNe, 50 we
ook away their suspenders,  That js
why Lhey hhve their hands n their
pochkets,

“The prisoners were in rages or in
old rarments which the French seem
Lo have given them. [ was aslonighed
that there was demonstration. Twg
mull hoys spat at them, but they
wove told to stop,

“A lroap, of solliers were h':u-irlg
Lyons that day,  Fine lovking fel-
lows they wore, all well over forty,
lint they presented o curious nppear-
ance, for each man had a lirge flat
cake of  bread atrappal aerass his
bireast and a bottde of water, From
Lyons to Paris is one vast camp, and
W traveled in zig-zag fashion, pick-
ine up scldiers here and there.
‘ucitn Uncoupling the Caboose. YAt one siding  a Arainload of
British wounded arrived from Soisas

rm the window ol the spoe

ine_one on either stde. [t was funny to hear the Highlanders
AL voninge, ele snatelied off hor | exshanging greetings with the French,
ot wived It wikdly in the air “Good hye, men™ said a Scott. “Bon

i unswerad the signal from | souveniv™ replicd a Frenchman, The
vitdow of the pursulog locomo- Highlandér pointed to his wounded
leg, and said, “Yes, souvenir de Soi-
riaphat, of eourse! ssons."

e tirned and peered ahead. The

it was mppropehing n trestle that
s wide nnd shallow gully.
i tich the better!
g dovwn azaln hetween (he
b st herself to solve the probe
1t uncoupling the caboose.

It s she was suecesstul just as

e diet car rolled out on the trestle

'mpetus curried the eaboose

o the Liddle of the trestle before it

gyl
s 1l happened. Alan and Darcus,
Lhoady warned of an emergeney by
J 3! 1% down ef the cor, and for
* e alive to the {act that the

todag amnin in pursuit, leaped

ol unen the ties aud helped Nose to
aleht
Alveidy the last of the freight was
wWhidl g off the trestle, i1 crow thus
fu cone lougs of their loss
I bohind them the spioria]l was
plit ey forward nt wnibited apueed.

Viere wes no time to excrvate their

'm-_u, of the first desperate nstant—to i E‘ '
rit along the ties to safety on tho 9 o el ; ]

id  earth: the distance wis  too

Fal i o e oo wte | yOur - logic—let judg:
eves fnlormed by eomn: 5 Inspiration. ment help You—guess,
dureus annovinoed in & breath:

:..I-'Ii'-'l,.? nat mogre Conjecture!
Al replled: “Can you hole [ .
' orhalts | But if you really want

werziit of the two of us for half 1 'n.

31']' I-‘u'ua shrucged: “I ean try, \'a tO draw baCk Lhc Vell Of
mystery, see

mixht as well—even If T ean't”
While speaking, he wes lowe - in-

to the hody of the latter, and climhed

down over him until he was supported
solely by the grasp of his two handa O’
on Darcws' ankles ! Iearts
instantly Rose followed him. slip-
CLEETTTLS

ping like a snake down over the two
men till she in turn hung by her grasp

on Alun’s ankles, then released her The mOSt Stumndous'

bold and dropped the balance of the

;:r-_.:m;ccv u:o the hgrnul}d. a scant ten thrllllng, interestlng
ect, Ianding without injury. 4 -

A thought later Alan dropped lightly tlgo‘jng plcmre play

to her side, staggered a trifle, racov- 1

ered and dragged her out of the way. e hmes'

Barcus fell with a heavy thump end COSt m,om to p]'o-

went upon his back, but demonstrated

bis lack of injury by immediately pick- duce the ﬁrst set Of films.

Ing himself up and joining the others .

in a mad scramble for safety. Intense dramati¢
Overhead the speeial engine, hur. . . :

ting onward lke some titanis bolt, aCtlon in ever 9 fOOt

s{ruck the caboose with & crazh like the reels.

the explosion of a eannon. It collapsed

upon {teelf like o thing of pastebos

That it had B coneres P A feature that Wﬂ:ﬂg
more solid stuf was abundan
proved by the .h.,':omm;a: s this whole community
ters and broken that rained gumg, >
the heads of the fgitives, omes i

For ail that, the gods smiled upon | S€E it in A .;;v
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