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The weather prognosticators predicted bad weather for
January. So far the predictions have failed of fulfill.
ment, but there is ample time yet to make good, and we
would not therefore discount the work of the alleged au-
thorities.
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News comes from Ayden‘;.hlztho new race track be-
ing built there will be formally opened for the firat
matinee race on January 14. The Ayden boosters and
ita live Chamber of Commerce are certainly keeping the
little city in the Timelight,

Five cases of smallpox discovered in one house on
Bouth Heritage street in sufficient to warn those who
have not been vaccinated that it is time to take that
precaution, since there are no quarantine regulations to
protect those who have not been rendered immune from
the disease. :

Secretury Danlels evidently does fot propose to have
any Btate secrets leak out through ill advised and im-
promptu public utterances of men of his department. It
is reported from Washington that the edict has gone
forth that no more public mddresses shall be made by
naval officers,

Mr. Reader:—Have you noticed how the Kinston mer-
chants, advertising in The Free Press, have been express-
ing their appreciation for the good business accorded
thom during the year of 10167 It is Interesting to note
that basiness was good, and that the merchants are
mindfil of the opportunity to say “Thank you" Thoue
two words should mean for Kinston merchants even a
Inrger share of the patronage of the people hereabouta
in 1016, “Keop Kinston Dollprs in Kinston.”

AN ACTIVE REAL ESTATE MARKET
IN KINSTON,

The number of transfers in Kinston and Lenolr prop-
orty for the month of Decomber is an encouraging index.
There wore 00 warrantee deeds recorded and property,
the'consideration  of which ls approximately $140.000,
chunged hands. Included In these transfers was a town
lot~ which sold for $12,500 and one plece of property
in the country for $11,448,

December was probubly the banner month for real es-
tate in the county, and whether that was actually true

_or not, it was a splendid record. There can be no more

substantial evidence of the growth and prosperity of a
community than an active real estate,

WHY NOT MR, TAFT FOR
THE SUPREME BENCH?

As usual, when a vacancy in the U, 8. Supreme Court
oceurs, speculation as to the probable appointee is rife.
Several members of President Wilson's cabinet are now
mentioned in the Washington dispatches, and Solicitor
General John W. Daviz of West Virginia, iz prominently
talked as the successor to Associate Justice Joseph R.
Lawmar.

The Free Press would like to nominate Mr. Taft,

Justice Lamar was an appointee of President Taft.
He was a Democrat and accepted his office at the hands
of & Republican President na did his associate on the
bench, Judge Lurton. Mr, Taft looked above partisan
party lines when casting about for jurists to fill the va.
cangles in the highest tribunal in the world. Mr. Taft's
appointment to succeed Justice Lamar would be most fit-
ting and would meet the approval of proctically every-
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PROTECT BABIES FROM
LOADED GUNS. |
The story comes from Burlington of the killing of an
18-montha'-old child, it being alleged that the infani |’ .
& of office in this eity yesterday, is the
played with its father's gun during the absence of the | socein: judge! of o g
other members of the family, .nd " is wpwﬂ’ in some | North Caralina. He i« 31 years of
way the hammer was caught when the innocent baby | .. | v his legal attuinments, judi-
dragged the gun across -the floor to to its destruction. |, qualifying ability
The question arises in the minds of thinking people why | and exceplionable character led Gov-
parents are so careless as to leave a loaded gun in reach | ernor Craig to appoint him judge of
of their babies, who know nothing of the death-dealing ‘e Eighth Judicial district to sue-
danger of firearms. The earclessness and negligence in | % d Judge
such instances borders close to. if in fact, it does not
enter the realm of crime, It makes no difference what
the details of this and like tragedies are, those who are
| responsible should be impressed with the seriousness of
such thoughtlessness, The Free Press believes that all
parents should see to it that loaded guns are put entirely ¢
out of reach of the babies as well of all minor and irre-

THE STATE'S YOUNGEST JUDGE
Wilmington Star: “The Hon. Wal-
ter Parker Stacy, who took the oath

the

temperament,

whose resigna-
As the
cessor of an eminent pre-
| decessor on the bench, Judge Stacy
| will honor the judiciary of the State
and wear the ermine unsullied in the

Rountree,
tion took effect yestendny.

worthy suce

dischurge of his high duties in the
ourts of North Carolina.

“John J. Furlong. J. P, adminis-

sponsible children. tered the series of oaths necessary
for North Carolina judicinl officers

= | to take, and Judge Stucy will hold his

INACTIVITY OF COMMISSIONERS !'iw: --nurll nt I“h‘urn-;;:nn. tin_'f[mr:im:e'f
: Jangary 17. The administration o
REGRETTABLE. J'.h.- lonth was informal, but a few
The Free Press is disappointed that the Board of |, ., . . present to extend con-

County Commissioners could not sce their way clear to | ...\ lutions to the new judge upon
appropriate the paltry sum of §$150 to provide for medi- | his New Yeur honor. He had been a
eal inspection of the school children of Lenoir county. | member of the Wilmington bar only
Such inspections have been of great henefit wherever six years, and it is worthy of note
they have been made and are recommended and urged  that in 5o short a time any young
by the State Board of Health and other medical awthori- lawyer should not only establish a
com-
ties. Imuruty but should make for himself
As outlined in The Free Press Friday, Dr. G. M. a name which Governor Craig re-
Cooper, of the State Board of Health, came here last | .. o4 as fit to go alongside the
week and conferred with the school authorities and urged | sminent names which adorn the ju-
thut the inspection be made. The Health Board was pre- | diciary roster of the greal State of
pared to send one of its eéxpert field men to Lenoir about North Carolina.
the middle of the month. The County Board of Fduca-| ~Wilmington is not going out of

| fine reputation in his adopted

ratulate Judge Stacy

among whom he
but a few years

because
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Liberal Patronaﬂe

Of the past year, and wish for each §
and everyone a Prosperous New Year

Mark Cummings

Byy your Jools ﬁ'om %

Satisfaction Guaranteed or
money refunded, and no

questions asked.

You el get gooa’ fbafs

tlﬂ-

* Lenoir Drug Co.

On The Square
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Z. V. MOSELEY, M. D.
PHYSICIAN and SBURGEON,
Back of Lenoir Drug Company |

Office hours ||

PHONES: VDtollam |
Office, 4T dtobp m
Residence—112 # to 9 p. m.

N. J. Rouse, Edward M ., Land |
Kinston, N, C.. Goldsbore, N, C.

ROUSE & LAND LESS LABOR. AND THEY LAST LONGER.
AmmYB-?T-M" WE WON'T PINCH YOU ON THE PRICE, BUT

Kinston, N. C., Goldsbore, N. C.
it ey NOW?, COMEIN.

DO NOT TAKE “ANY OLD THING"” WHEN YOU
BUY TOOLS. BUY OURS. WITH OUR TOOLS YOU
CAN DO MORE WORK AND BETTER jWORK, WITH

GIVE YOU THE BEST MAKES AT A LOW PRICE.
DON'T YOU NEED SOME GOODTOOLSIIGI‘IT

DR. 0. L. WILSON

DENTIST

Ofice Over J. E. Hood & Co's

Btore.

! D. V. DIXON & -SON

tion, The Free Press is informed, ncted favorably on the |

proposition and made an approprintion as well as pre- |
senting the proposition to the Board of Commissioners at |
their regular monthly meeting Monday. The Board of

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF KINGTON

7 CABBAGE

Commissioners took the motter under advisement, but

took no action, aecording to the clerk of the Board. This
inactivity on the part of the Board with reference to a
matter so vital is regrettable. Some months ago when
the question of a whole-time¢ health officer was being
agitated and considered in this district the matter was
put up to the Board of Commissioners to do their part
but, so far as The Free Press is informed, the Board has
never yeb gone to record. The unofficial reason, The Free

Press is now informed, for the inaction of the Board on N. J.' ml)l"’f'.':- P""’_‘id"“
tha proposition lo have the school inspection, is lack of D. F. WOOTEN, ‘“h;frw

STRONG, SAFE,

Capital and Surplus $160,000

DEPENDABLE

Your Interest as Well as Ours Will Be Promoted
By Patronizing the
FIRST NATIONAL BANK

DR. HENRY TULL, Vice-Prest.
J. 1. BIZZELL, Asst. Cashier
. HEATH, Teller

- PLANT:

1 000000 Early Jersey .
Wakefield,

1,000000 Early Charles-

J. H. Canady
J. F. Taylor
H. H, McCoy

to undertake other improvement work, but it does not
appear that the matter of public health has any concern
among the members of the Board of Commissioners. The l

funds. The Free Press can hardly understand how such

a reason can be given, for the outlny required is a mere

baggatelle. The Board can find the money to build DIRECTORS
bridges, the absolule neceasity for which at the present W. L. Kennedy §. H. Isler
time s at least a cause for difference of opinion, and Dr. Henry Tull N. J. Rouse

(", Felix Harvey
David Oettinger
1. E. Moseley

ton Wakefield.

Now is the time to put them .
out. All orders filled prompt-

Free Presa considers the plan of the State Board an ex-
cellent one and it believes that the County Board of Com-

ly. Write us for prices.

missionors should have adopted it. Jt still believes that
the Board of Commissioners ought to provide the small
sum asked, and put Lenolr county in the class of the

INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS|| St

progressive counties which have a care for their children.
Without discounting any of the improvements being un-
dertaken in the county there is none so important as
the proper safeguarding of the health of the boys and
girls and the conservation of their strength, for assum-

Telephone No 182

C. OETTINGER. Manager

‘Kinston Insurance & Realty Co.
(Next to Postoffice)

H. H. GR AINGER

Kinston,N.C.

ing the responsibilities of citizenship in the future,
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