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ITALIAN& DUTFIGHTING ENEMY; MAKE BRAZ

SHAMBLES OF COUNTRY BETWEEN PIAVE
IND BRENTA' RIVERS; FRENCH ADVANCE

Austro-Germans Reinforeed by Franco-British Operat-

ing Offensively as _“cll

a8 Defensively—Artillery

Blows Huns’ Guns Otit of Emplacements—Teutonie

Losses 50,000 in Fortnigh

t—Danger Yet, But Armies

of Allies in Fine Spirit—Hard Struggle Around Cam-
brai—Germans Attempting to Recover Lost Ground
with Small Chance—Poilus Go Over Top and Chase

Enemy Out of Trenches of

Two Lines Over Wide Front

(By the United Press)
London, Nov. 26.—Foreign Minister Balfour on au-
{hority of the King today denied that a secret meeting of
the privy council was held in July, 1913, which advocated

war.
Italians Thrashing Invaders.

With the Italian Armies, Nov. 26,
—The crucial battle acrgss the 11-
mile gap between fthe Brenta and
Piave rivers is swinging in Italy's
favor. The armies locked in a death
grapple for days are fighting bitter-
ly. The Italians not only are win
ning defensively but are fighting
ocensively. Their guns pour a cease-
less rain of shells on the German-
Austrian lines. The enemy’s esti-
mated loss is 50,000 in two weeks.

Italian aviators have performed

Means’ Trial to
Start at Concord
Monday; Home Town

(By the United Press)
Coneord, N. C., Nov. 26.—Gaston
Means is to face a jury here today.
The fight to bring Gaston B,
Means to trial for the murder of
his wealthy benefactress, Mrs. Maud
A. King, of Chicago and New York,

wanderful service, locating German
and Austrian batteries by fluttering
close over the enemy's lines. Ital-
ian troops advancing find the ene-
my's guns blasted out of their em-
placements. The enemy's drive is
still serious but the morale of Italy's
army officers and men is the best
during the war and most complete
confidence is expressed in an uMi-
mate victory.

French Drive Ahead Al’fl'l-

London, Nov. 26.—Petain backs
up Haig. “While Germany was des-
perately combing her Hnu for rein-
forcements against the British ad-

. vance on Cambrai teday France
struck a gharp, sudden blow out of
Verdun. First and second lines of
the enemy's defense positions and
800 prisoners were captured as the
net result of this localized attack,
Over more than two miles of front
ground was taken, This is a high-
ly important sector of the enemy’s
line, FEetween Samog-Neaux and
North of Hill 844 strong fighting is
in progreas,

Along the British front General
Byng's ‘war machine is forcing th'
fighting. Around Cambral, spumd
by Ven Hindenburg’'s demands that
all important ground around Bourlon
be retaken at all costs, (Crown Prince
Rupprecht is violently counter at
tacking the British adyanced lines.
Positions have been t&kgn and
en and held and lost half a duné
times, but the Bruiq @rip on Bour.
lon Wood itgelf is }mllﬂion-
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has been full of sensations and legal
technicalities.

Means, Who formerly lived at
Conecord had for some time been em-
ployed as Mrs. King's private secre-
tary and business advisar.

Fast Life.

According to testimony at the
preliminary trial, Mrs. King's apart-
ment in New York City had been the
scene of many “white light parties,”
including dice games in which it is
alleged thousands of dollars changed
hands, and in which according to the
testimony, Means played a promi-
nent part.

Early in August Mrs. King went
to Concord, N. C. On August 29 she
was shot to death at an iselated
point near Blackwelder Springs, sev-
eral miles from Concord.

“Accidental Suicide.”

A coroner's jury at Concord re-
turned a wverdict of “accidental sui-
cide.” :

Relatives of the dead woman, how-
ever, demanded a furiner investiga-
tion. At the same time New York
and Chicago authorities began to dig
into the history of Meaus in these
cities,

Several letters alleged o have been
written ar received by Means were
unearthed. The authorities in charge
of the investigation claimed these
leters showed Means nad “squander-
ed” large sums of Mrs. King's man-
ey to his “own aavantage. The
authorities declared that Means
feared Mrs. King wis about to learn
of the misappropriation of her funds.

In the meantime Means was tak-
en into custody and on September
24 and 25 was given a preliminary
Hearing before the Cabarrus County
Grand Jury.

Expert 'l-'e.t.ino”

At their hearing New York and
Chicage gun experss u-tlﬂed that it
would have heen mﬂ}le for the
dead woman to have shot herself in
the manner indiefited by the wound
The defense declared Mrs. King
had stnmblatl and that in her effort
o regain her balanee the revolver
was accidentally discharged.

On November 1, Means was in-
w for first degree murder. His
entered a plea of not

con- | guilty.
Declaring that local sentiment af
farpily

thn.mhlnotbe
uwu
1 by jurymen
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DO AGAINST KAISER

Participation South Ameri
can Fleets Discussed at
Interallied Cénference at
Paris—Anothér Meeting
at London

(By the United Press)

Paris, Nov. 26.—Cooperation of
fleets from South American Allies
was discussed today at the Inter-
Allied conference.

Brazil is anxious to lend aid with
its navy and merchant marine, it
was announced at the meeting.

Allied representatives will meet at
London soon to discuss the econo-
mie and industria]l gituntion. Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury Oscar
T. Crosby will represent America.

Dementia and Death
Result From Injury
Received in Runaway

When a team of mules collided
with his mule and cart at Queen and
King streets late Saturday Dave
Taylor, eolored, was thrown violent-
Iy to the ground. His feet became
entangled in the veins, his team bolt-
#d and Taylor was dragged a dis-
tance of about half a block.

When people got to him after the
runany mule was stopped Taylor
was violently insane. He raved on
the way to the hospital and several
men were required to hokd him in the
conveyance, He died Sunday. His
dementia and death wesulted ‘from
injury to his head.

Taylor was a farm tenant of good
disposition. He was a middle aged
man of family. He resided in the
Sandy Bottom section.

L}
War Briefs

Tatiana Romonoff, daughter of the
deposed e¢zar and a former grand
duchess of Russia, is en route to
America. She escaped through pull-
ing off a mock marriage with a son
of a former chamberlain.

Casimir Majewski, zeaman, home
at West Olive, Mich.,, was washed
overboard from a destroyer in the
war zone and drowned several days
ago.

Bumper world crops of potatoes,
corn, onts, rice and sugar beets are
announced by the United Stotes De-
partment of Agriculture,

Three American sea flyers were
picked up'by a French patrol boat re-

cently after having been lost 60
hours., Their plane was drifting.

Windjammer Thought
He'd Add Sentiment;
C. 0. Did Add Some.

(Special to The Free Press)
Washington, Nov. 2@—As .an

American tunspont ei g U 8
Marines to was leaving port,
somewhere, sometime, the marine

bugler aband aﬂWtd “taps,” which
is th. military way oi' uyﬁg Good
night.” Now the &
ficer of the transport didn't it
wag “good night" for his packet and
nwno!lmnor in ﬁemmw
premature to the “tin
lizzies of the sea

Nor could the
young sea-soldier see the point when
he was given “three dﬂ)"l bread and

wnm"'bpm rmr_ ?..

It's serlous
in times like these, -lﬂd

enforced Hooverizing, the hglu- is
convinced that that is so,
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(By the United Presa)

Amsterdatn, Nov. 25.—Germany
has again attempted to detach Japan
from the Allies and been refysed, nc-
corcdiing to word muved here. It is
reported that Germany offered Ja-
pan Kiso-Chno and announced will-
Ingness to diseuss &e future of the
occupied islands in the Pacific as the
price of Japan's retirement from
the war,

SFAL DRIVE MEETIN
WITH GREAT SUCCESS

Small Upstate Towns Have BSold
More By Now Than They Did All
of Last Season—Some Places Go
Into Businegs for First Time—
Raleigh Impeortant Center.

Dr. L. B. MeBrayer, ¢xccutive secs
retary, State Red Cross Sea! Coam-
mission, says that such reports as
are being received indicate an un-
precedented sale of seals this sea-
son. The doctor says: “No Red
Cross Christmas seal has ever sold
at Acme until this year. We have
already received an order from Mrs,
T. V. Moore, chairmeu, for three
times as many as the frst consign-
ment, which has already been gold.
At Clarkton, Mrs. F. A, Harring-

nant in the United States for the lax
pest per capita sale last year, sold
1,000 the first aftermoon and has sent
in for a second order, At Murphy
last year the sale only amounted to
000 geals, but Miss Margaret Toland,
chairman, has already sold 3,000 and
made a seeond order. At Tryon the
sale last year was only 400. The
first consignment this year to Mrs,
P. S. Kirachner, chairman, was 1,000.
She arranggd with the Boy Scouts to
conduet e sale-and they closed
them out the first «rternoon. Mrs,
Kirgchner has made a second and
third order, each one heing lapger
than the first, and we are expecting
to hear from her again soon. At
North Wilkesboro the sale last year
amounted to 7,168, but Miss Frances
Smoot, chairman, has already dis-
posed of 10,000 and ordered as many
more."

Those mentioned above are for the
most part comparatively small plac-
@8, but some of the larger places
are doing as well. Raleigh last year
sold 103,848. This year their first
consignment amounted to 125,000
and for their second order, Mrs. W,
A. Withers, chairman, asks for an
additional 175,000, totaling 300,000,
and serves motice that she may need
more. The Woman's Club in Ral-
eigh, which by the way is one of the
finest organizations of women in the
State, if niot in the South, is spon-
sor for the seal sale and Mrs, With-
ers is appointed Ly the elub. The
receipts from last veat's seal salg
were used for the purpose of orga-
nizing & public health nursing serr
vice at Raleigh, which is perhaps
the best nurging service in the State,
and the receipts from the seal sale
this season will be used to continue
and enlarge it

BULLETINS

PEACE PROPOBALS AT HAND.
Washington, Nov. 26.—Bol-
sheviki propesals for an arm-
istice und peace have been laid
before President Wilson and will
be carefully considered by the
President and Secretary Lansing.
Whether an answer rlp be sent
hgs not been determined.
EASTERN CHAIRMAN,
New York, Nov. 26.—Elisha
MwiIIbgcluknmonm
miftee for directing dhe rail-
roads East of Chicago under the
new plan of operstion.
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) GITY T0 Pum;um
SUPPLY FUEL WOOD
FOR KINSTON'S POOR

Mayor Authorized Buy It—
Action Approved by Fuel
Commission and Others.
Will Take Written Order
Get It From Municipal
Storage Place

The City Councll at a special meeat-
ing Monday ‘apthorized the Mayop
to purchase 500 cords of wood to be
supplied to the peor of the City—
only upen order of the Superintend-
ent of the United Charities or recom-
mendation of a clergyman., The wood
will he stored at the municipal elec-
trie plant. )

Fugl Administrator N. J. Rouge and
representatives of the Chamber of
Commerce, the fugl dealers, the fue)
commission and other nterests met
with the aldermen and unanimously
approved the action.

But I's Well Known
That Our Hogs Hang
Around the "Shineries

The North Carolina turkey is o
bum choice.

Especially if he happens to come
from around Kinston, Wilson, or
Winston-Salem,

He bas @ bad habit.

A New York “expert” has discov-
ered that the turkeys in North Caro-
lina and Virginia “chew tobanceo,”

The. United Press supplied The
Free Press with the following Mon-
day afternoon:

“New York, Nov. 26.—Market Ex-
pert Foy issues advice on how to
pick Thanksgiving turkeys. He
warns against Virginia and North
Carolina birds, saying they chew to-
bacco, which makes the meat bitter.”

Now what do you <know wbout
that! )

0, Farmer John, you'll admit that
since timg immemorial the turkey
has been one of your best friends as
a “wormer” of tobacco, but did you
ever hear of one chewing the weed
dipping snuff, or anything of the
sort ?

May Have Get More
Red Cross Seals to
Supply Local Needs

The sale of Christmas seala for
the Red Cross is under way here
with a vim.

The woman's committee scourad
the business distriet Monday for
purchasers among the merchants
and professional men.

Mrs. John H. Griffith, chairman
of the Red Cross Seal Commitiae,
stated that early reports were “very
encouraging.”

Mrs. Griffith thought it possible
that the 30,000 stamps received
would be quickly exhausted.
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Mrs. Thomas Bicketf, wife of the
Governor, addressed Goldstbro wo-
men Monday on war wrk.

The State's teachers at their an-
nual assembly this week will discuss
gonservation. The assembly will be
held at Charlotte.

Will Taylor of Raleigh was fatally
injured by u fall from an automo-
bile Sundey.

_—

WEEKLY WEATHER FORECAST.

the U. S. Weather
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(1TLE RED oD
IS A NUISANCE AND
MUST BE ABANDONED

Board of Education Com-
mittee Hits it With Brick
in Report to Body

CONSOLIDATION  COMING

Keeping Up Nearly Half
Hundred Institutions of
Assorted Sizes Too Much
of a Burden to Tolerate
Any Longer

The country school here, there and
everywhere in Lenoir Counly seems
to be a doomed institution. A spee-
inl committee of the Eoard of Edu-
cation Monday made public a re-
port to the board condemning the
“neighborhcod” one or two teacher
school as a troublesome institution
and geing on record as favoring con-
solidatizn of the many units of the
county's system.

The report deals especially with a
situation at the Maple Grove dis-
triet, The committee, comprised by
Toseph Kinsey, superintendent; G
V. Cowper, chai:man ¢f the board
wmd P. A, Hodges, member of the
bonrd, states that while it does no'
helieve It necessary, it will interpose
no objection to the board contribut-
ing 860 toward the removal of the
Maple Grove School to another point
since the contribution was agreed
upon some time ago, but makes it
plain that such matters in future
should mot be given consideration
except where consolidation is pro-
posed.

Roparding the “geneval situation”
the refo -t says:

“It is a Y-known fact that for
the past six n. “tha [here seems fo
have been a perfec. ~nidemie within
the county of demaytds - the estab-
lishment of new small s " J'a, and
the change of the location of .
alrendy established. The freque. vy
and urgency of these petitions anda
demands from various sections of the
county, have been in such propor-
tions as to make it necessary for
“in bhoard to make its position clear,
enpi.. snd final.  the ‘demands
upon the boawd [u. Lo ~»dinary pur-
avses of general dueation, wil (hose
objects nevessarily ingidental to such
purpoges, are wi (his time so large
that it seems almcst certain that it
will be necessary to foce a Jdeficit for
the coming year, if the school terms
required by the Constiution are teo
be provided for, and the proyision of
such school terms is the first and
miost sacred obligotion of this board.
If the demands for changes of lo-
cations and the building of new
small school houses now pending he-
fore this board were all granted, it
would hinder and retard the educa-
tion of the children anu greatly add
to the present embarrassed financial
conditjion of the board.

Consolidation Cry of the Hour.
“Outside of and beyond this con-
sideration (this board Is earnestly
looking forward to the consolidation
of districts In this county, whereby
the number of school buildings will
be greatly reduced and each school
building enlarged in size, and in
number of teachers, so as to have a
system of high schools in the county
which will favorably compare with
the graded schgols in the city. The
whole trend of modern educationsl
thought is in line with this view.
The grapting of the present demands
upon this board for the change of
locaticn in schools and byildings of
new schoolhouses, would, in our
oplnian .ntlnl our progress towards
for 10 . In view
m midnuﬂon. and
the uncertainty of enlll-

RUSS1A NOW &

STILL LESS ABOUT
HOW SHE"S STANDING

Dissatisfaction With Lenine
and Trotsky and Their
Ways Doing Business

DONT REPRESENT PUBLIC

According to Cadets—Here
is Fellow Who Might
Accept Peace if Germany
Will Hold Her Troops in
Russia Just Same

(By the United Press)

Petrograd, Nov. 26 —Lenine's
peace proposals uppear to have start-
ed to break the structure of the Bol-
sheviki government. The Eolsheviki
Soviet is dissatisfied with the Len-
ine-Trotsky offers,

Dep Kamineff today suggested
that there he no peate with Germany
unless she promises not to withdraw
troops from the Russian front for
use against the Allies on other lines.

Bitter criticism was voiced at the
digtatorin]l methods assumed by such
proclaimers of rule of the people as

‘rotsky amd Lenine,

Germpny's refusal to negotiste is
axpecbed w nlienate cther Bolshm'
iki supporters. The cadet party de-
sives  that Trotsky's and " Lenine's
stntoments be not rogarded as rep-
resenting the people’s wil. Monarch-
sts are arranging and leading a
movement for restoring such a reg-
ime.

No Mcre Titles.

Petrograd, Nov, 26.—The ' Bol
shevikl government has abolished
nobility titles. In & prochamation
today it announced denfiscation of
property of corporate nobles, mer-
chants and burgesses.

0dd Doings.
Petrograd, Nov. 26.—Fraternisa-
tion of Bussian &nd enemy troops

"1 North of Narotch Lake, near the vil-

lages of Skrobova and Obokhovacht-
hina, is announced., Fusillades snd
scouting operations have occurred
on the Northern, Western, South-
western and Roumanian fronts,
Strong Turkish forces have been re-
pulsed on the Caucassian front,
Southwest of Gumikhama. Nb& of-
Aofal statement of today’s activities
was fssucd,

therefore earnestly recommeénd that
the board adopt the followmng as it's
pulioy in rveference to the matfers
above set fort, to-wit:

No New Srhools.

“a, That no new schopls will be
built where there is a present school
reasonably available to the pupils.

“b. That where the county owns a
school lot and has alrendy bullt a
buflding thereon suitable for school
purposes, it will not change the lo-
cation, except upon the most ubgent
and absolutely mecessary reasons,
and jn this connection the fact that
the school is not in the exact cen-
ter of the territory ibclided in the
district, and that the res _
the patrons at a pll’ikillﬂ' “l ’
become so loeated that the i;pd
building is not in the center of u
residences, will not be cnm suf-
ficieht reasons for change ‘m :
Transfer of Pupils, 4Tk

“e. Upon request, pupils 1
transferred from ome m q
other which m
iently located, either t* a
distance or condition of tiw

“d, That where it becomes
lutely necessary on sevount
wons falling wtlhin the pu
these reco _
build a new school or




