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{1 BIG CHRISTMAS
FORNYILLION AND A
HALF NV GOUNTRY

Five Hundr& Thousand
Jobless on Evégof Big-
gest Holiday of"gcar

MILLION ON PART MYE

Conditions Better in South
and West Than Elsewhere
—Hundred Thousand Laid
Off by Railroads of Amer-
ica .

(By the United Press)

Washington, Dec. 24— More than
half a million men and women face
(‘hristmas joblesd, it was estimated

today on the basis of reports to offic-
jals of the government uml American
Federation of Labor.

Of these a considerably large num-
ber are normally workers.

Perhaps one million are working
on part time and reduced wages, the
reports show. The wage-cutting move-
ment began in midsummer, Closing
of factories and unemployment began
being reported earfier.

At least a hundred thousand rail-
way men have been laid off, it is es-
timated. Automobile workers, gar-
ment makers, and textile mill workers
are the hardest Hit in the north.

Southern and western cities, how-
ever, told a different story.

Not Enough La Here.

Atlanta, Deec. 24.—It is reported
that the Louisiana farm laber is bare-
ly able to harvest the crops, while eot-
ton pickers and corn huskers are
scarce in the Richmond Federal Re-
sevve District,

Heavy Loss Life

Officianl

From Japanese Fruption;
Count Begun.

(By the United Press)

Tokyo, Dec. 24.—Loss of life was
expected to be heavy as officials to-
day begdan checking the casualties in
the worst eruption in the history of
Mount Asamam. A terrific explosion
Wednesday  showered  smouldering
ashes over a wide territory. This
was followed by flames, smoke and
a number of shocks.

FINE PLANT TO BE OWNED
BY THE MUNICIPALITY.

Work will be started ghortly after
the first of the year on the new mu-
nicipal electric plant, The buildings
and a stack of unusual size will cosi
about $80,000, and the machinery
and other equipment $225,000 or
$250,000.  All contracts have been
awarded. Some equiqment now in
use will be added to the new mach-
inery to give the city one of the
best-equipped plants in the eastern
part of the State. Municipal official:
appgrently have no intention of fol-
lowing up this improvement with im-
mediate installation of a gas plunt,
which was a hobby a year ago. Con-
siderable street paving may be plan-
ned during 1921, together with min-
or improvements, Most of these will
be allowed to wait over for the new
administration to be seated late in
the spring,

CHRISTMAS EXERCISES
OF COLORED CHURCH.

On account of two days of unfav-
orgble weather, the colored church
bazaar at the home of Rev. Jame
E. Holder will not close tonight as
announved, but will go through the
week. A specinl feature at St. Au-
gustine's BEpiscopal Mission, colored.
during the Christmas season will he
a Christmas altar, which will be il-
lumnated for the first time at the 7
o'tlock Christmas morning service
to ‘which everybody is invited. The
Christmas exercises of the Strmi:)
school will be held at the mission
next Wednesday night.

CHRISTMAS PARTY OF
FREE WILL BAPTI@FS.

The Free Will Baptist Bibleglthool
on Chestnut Street celebrateddChrist-
mus Friday night, There w & large
Rathering of the school. 5, Wart-

€rs, superintendent, presige and Mrs

Lula Heath had chargs Jof the pro
gram. Rey. Bernnui Smith of the
Christinn church madg®n address up-
on the birth of J A number ol

the children gawgl recitations and
sSongs in a well g pd program. Al
the close candigff nuts and fruit were
distributed,

HE IS NQJFA SANTA
PEAUS; THAT'S CERTAIN.
i Evans, federal prohibi-
1, celebrated

NO PEACE IN ERIN
ON GHRISTMAS DAY;
BRITAIN  FORGETT'G

King Prorogues Parliament
— Merry England Stops
Worrying for Three Days
—Curtailment of All Ac-
tivities

(By the United Press)

London, Dee, 24.—Hope for Christ-

ma peace in Ireland was lost today.

chance for definite action dis-

when the King prolonged
nt.

appe
arlia
Great
worries in
Newspape
communicatio
will be curtaile

At Caswel

Santa Claus Will Arrive e r e
Time,

itain prepared to hury its
three-day holiday,

will not publish and
and  transportation

Ewol

Ahcad

The milk of human kindne-She
joy of little children and the ahi
faith of baby intellects in misshap
bodies will mix together plorigusly
with red tin _and sparkling tinzel in
one little community near here where
Santa Claus will not overlook a sin
wle kiddie. The Caswell Training
School will have a Christmas tree Fri-
day night, and Christmas morning set.
tle down to contemplation and to
solve  the mysteries  of  clockwork
wheels in dimnutive motor cars and
fire engines. Everybody in North
Caroling celobrates Christmas, bul no-
where does the day mean quite so
much as in the red brick buildings
where socviety segregates the results
of its own iniguities and Fortune's

follies, Maybe that Christ-child story
isu't known at the Caswell school;
on their little hillside the State’s
feebleminded  will Jook out upon a

waorld forbidden to them and hoped
there was as much joy in the high
ways amd byways of the beyond as in
their own little colony., Santa Claus,
it seems, will arrive at the school
carlier than elsewhere. He will be
lavizh in his giving to those it is pgs
sible to imagine a8 the special pro-
teges of the Originator of Christinas.
A hundred comedies will follow his
departure, and some of the gifts and
their possessors may seem odd con.
trasts, hut it is not size that counts
at the Cnewell school.  Johnny, 18,
might still like a little tin wagon,
and if it is automatic and self-propell-
ing, goud night! In the morning they
will swap congratulations incessant
ly. Everybody will be happy, and
poor atiendants will take the count
under the excessive affection thrust
upon them, Stunted intelleets anil
bodies caused the Caswell schoal chil-
dien to be there; their aver-developl
hearts give them a good start over
the averare mortal on the road to Lh
everlasting Christmas.

“TEA FOR THREE"
HOLIDAY OFFERING
AT GRAND THEATRE,

The Seiwyns bring another of their
popular successes to the Grand direcy
from Norfolk and Richmond Moenda
Ilecember 27, when they will g
sent Bert Leigh in Roi Cooper
grou's popular comedy hit, “Teg
Three,”” Supporting Mr. Leig
cast of exceptional ability, jMuding
Millicent Hanley, J. W. Co , Mar-
garet Tyler and Ernest | ok,
“Tea For Three" hasgg@roven oic
of the most popular p L ever pro
duced in the theatre. g% ran lor om
entire year at MaxigF Elliott’s The
atre, New York. ce that time 0
has been seen in ious parts of Lhe
ountry anid hasgver failed to mee!
with populay & oval.

The Selwyn@®have sent “Tea For

or
is a

Thtee” on (g, not only with a re-
markable but with a thoroughly
metropolilg production. The com
ing engafment is one that theatre-

goers Wil do well not to miss,

WITH BRIGHT
YELLOW BERRIES FOUND.
Ily laden with bright yellow ber-
instead of thé conventional red
hs found in country south of here
ecently. The tree was well-fruited
nml presented a striking contrast to
the usual holly. Persons versed in
wooderaft say holly with yellow ber-
ries is occasionally found, but is a
rarity. Soil or weather conditions are
probably responsible,

Willing Disarm

Japan Does Not Inlend Set Arma-
ment Pace for World.

HOI

(By the United Press)
London, Dec. 24.—Japan has no in-
tention of setting the pace in a race
for armament, Count Hayashi, am-
bassador to Great Britain, today de-
elared,

His country will be pleased to join
in discuzsions for armament reduc-
tion, he said,

Hayashi made the statement immed-

iately after ralmuu the Ge-
WM ﬂl‘

- Limported, bul these are of the smalle
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The Governor and Mrs. Bickett

send

Christmas Greetings
fo
All the People of North Carolina

May the Joyous Season bring to us all a new
birth of love and laughter, a
Heaven and a keener r¢lish of the earth:; and
above the discordant cries of shell-shocked and
debt-haunted men may we still be able to hear
the Blessed Angels sing.
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Blg Fund for Her

CINg

Hamon Due Back in Ardmore
wlire Christmas Dawns.

Ardm: Okla., Dec. 24.—Today is
homecomin day for Clara Smith
Hamon, ThWggirl fugitive who sur

authorities at Kl
today.,  Ardmore
to give her n
aes thut a hug
pced al  ler

rendered  to
Paso is due hi'e
citizens are prepi
welcome, and nzsurf
defense fund will he™
disposal.
SPECIAL MUSIC TO MA
THIS CHRISTMAS SE

ICE.

A special feature of the ChristWgs
program at the Christian church w
b o series of three ovgan selectinng
all characteristic of the Far Enst. Th

first number, *“The March of the
Magi Kings,” and the sccond, *“In
Sight of the Oasis" will represent

the slow pace of camels and weird.

sounding ingtroments of the time and
ountry. The third selection will repg
resent the shepherd’s pipes echoi
anid re-echoing on the hills, andg
ternating with angelic choruses i L
distance, and finally ending the
“Gloriy," a dignified and maglliticent
movement for full organ. g offor
tory number will be the (lile Song

by Schubert. Thix spe program
pf organ music will boftven Sunday
evening.  There wil o be special

music by the choir,

CHRISTMAS PR
I

D]
ERRY ENGLAND,
4.—The third Christ
piping days of peace
i ostill paying the piper,
of the shops, aristocratic
Seratic, proves that prices
pretty much the same place
were last year, Such things
5" houses, dolls® perambulators,
ren’s  tricycles and scooters are
ved just as high as in 1019, which

:ans that for the ordinary citizen
they are out of reach,
Numbers of German toys have heen

London, 1D
mas since
finds poor,
A sur
and  dogd
remai
EER

s
¢

variety, such as c¢lockwork engines,
motor cars, ete.  However, they are
finding a ready sale, for Brituin hay
not yet learned to compete with Ger-
many in the matter of price, There
is small doubt but that Germany will
reap u goodly harvest from what the
British child calls “stocking pres
ents"—comprising all the small things
which give those exciting bolges from
the to¢ to the knee of the stockinp:
which Santa Claus so kindly fills
each year.

BRITISH GOLFERS, NOT
AFRAID, SAYS EXPERT.
New York, Dec. 24.—All England
is not so pessimistic about the pro-
pused American golf invasion next
summer,
When the British  golfers  fiest

heard that funds were being raised
hore to send twenty American links
experts to England next summer, af-
ter the British amateur and open
champion-ships, many declared that
it was all over. Ameriea, by such a
drive, surely would succeed,

However, “Fairwsy,” a British ex-
pert, writing in “Sporting Life,”
does not see such cause for alarm.
“If our leading amateurs keep up
on their game throughout the winter
months,” he says, “the fears of those
pessimistic prophets who would have
us how to the inevituble as a result
of American preparation for inva-
sion may be dispersed when the time
arrives for the international duel,
“Fottunately we are, or should be,
quite immune from defent with the
talent we already possess.”

JEWISH COLLEGE MEN
MEET AT NEW YORK.
New York, Dec. E-lr—'l'hﬂ part
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Sunday serviees in some of th
eal churches will e as folloy
CHRISTIAN,

Gordon Street Church. Ber
nard P. Smith pastor.
Let us remember Jes duy so

neay His birthday andgorship Him
in all meetings of (p@* hurch.

At 10, Bible scho

At 11, preachj
“Good Tilings glliv."”

At 06:45, Y Peaple’s meetings

At 730, H ;,If g. A Christmas
JIeSSAEe, i
Special
et wi

hy the pastor,

sic mornige and evening,

us,
EPISCOPAL,
ary’s Church. King and In
gl streets. Rev, Francis A, 1
n regtor,
sunday NeLer Christmas:
There wil no .“"'11!\\‘“:\' arhoul this
Hay. 1
AL 11 a0 om,
sermon, “St. Step
At 7:30 p.om., ¢
sermon.
A special invitation
mas and other services 13

orming prayer and
hn the Martyr.”
illjf |)l":1}'l‘l" an

1

the Christ-
ctended ta

thote who are home for jdays
METHODIST.
Queen Street Church.  Hev. arles

L. Read pastor.

Christmas servive at 11 a. m
Bpecial O hrl tmas music; solo
Mres, W. W. Gill. ;\1|1h|m hy M

Quinerly and choir.

At 5 p. m,, the “White Christmuas,”
The children of the school huve chos-
en to make a gpecial offering to the
suffering c¢hildren of Furepe
of receiving rifts for themselves, and
they invite the comgregiation to join
with them in making this offering
even larger thaw the splendid offer-
ingg which the church made to this
worthy cause a fow weeks ago. This
they feel, 15 i the real spirit of
Christmas.

In additiun to the children's pro-
gram there will be special music by
the choir, assisted by Mrs. T. C, Eth-
pidge,

The congregation of the church and
the public are invited to both services,

sunday school at 9:45,  John €.
ITood superintendent.

PRESBYTERIAN,

'reshyterian Church.
MeDiarmid pastor.

Serviees Sonday will be conducted
in the Primitive Buaptist Church on
Flast Cuswell Street at 11 a. m. and
T:30 p. m.

Morning  subject,
able Christ,”

Evening topic, “Jesus Is 1'|~'~=inr-
Will You Let Him In?" .

At both hours of worzhip ilp]alu]:rl
ate Christmas music will be rendered
by a well trained choir,

Sunday schoal meets at 9:46 a. m.

Let us mike the Chrigtmas seuson
happy hy giving God our de-
votion in worship.

BULLETING

MISTRIAL IN

ARNSTEIN CASE.
" Washington, Dee, 24.—The jury
trying Mick Arnstein and others
on the charge of bringing stolen
securities into the Distriet of
Columbia was discharged today
when it reported that it was un-
able to agree.

First Rev.

H. N.

“The Incompar-

NO PAPER TO BE ISSUED
ON CHRISTMAS DAY,

There will be no odition of the
Freé Press Saturday. It is the in-
violate custom of the "l'lu .'?ul Press

Christmas

instead |

L OF BILLION
DEA BEFORE SEN.

Proposed by William Brauer
and Prchably Supported
by Farmers—Committees
Hear Proposals Agricul-
turalists

(By the United Press)

Washington, Dec. 24, —The entir
matier of how Congress can hest aid
the farmers was reopened today at @
Joint hearing of the Senate Banking
and Agriculture committees,

J. R. Howard, head of the Amerk
can Yarm Bureau Federation, brought
up the matter of vast eredits to Ger-
muany to allow purchases of agricul.
tural and other supplies from Amer
.

William Wallace Braver, represent-
ing the Berlin government, proposes
# Inan of one billion for such a pur-
pose.

The farmers are expected to back
up hiz application.

Needs $965,000

" Training School Badly in
Need Expansion.

(Snpee to the Free Press)
Zircenvilig N, C., Dee. 84 Tie
East  Carolir Tenchers'  Training
School hus fogeveral years turned

ack of room, more
aceepted. As Lhe
l-is to prepare
mtary schools
room ia dis
hortage of

away, bevnuse o
students than it hi
purpose of this sc
teachers for the el
of the State, this lack
astrous, because of thd
teachers,

1f the school is Lo do it
in filling the school rooms,
in the smull towns and courlflgy, the
plant must be enlurged, Two b
more students in Bast Caroling T%ch
vrg' Training Schoo! will mean 0
rmore Leachors in North Carolina; )
will mean 6,000 more children bein
taught, The benefit tn the Siate can-
not be estimated in dollaes and cents

The school s ax o the Goenerd
Assemhbly for §o6 el
ate needs of the school ave: (11 a new
dormitory, (2) a home for the tench-
ers, 50 that the space occupied by them
can be filled by students, (3) enlurge-
ment of auditorium, (4) enlargement
of dining hall and kitchen, (§) library
building, (6) gymnasium, (T) re-
modeling of power plant, (8) cottag-
es for employees, In order to keep
them, (9) dairy, and furniture and
improvement of grounds.

The State is fourth from the hot-
tom in eduecation, and fourth from
the top in its agricultural products.
If the State is to rige in education
and wealth, which go together, it must
spend money on its institutions.

The students from the State insti-
tutions, the North Carolina College
of Agriculture and Engineering, Uni-
versity of North Carolina, North Car-
oline College for Women and East
Caroling Teachers’ Training School,
have organized for the purpose of
letting the people know the exact sit-
uation in the schools of the Stale.

LITTLE FELLOW WILL
RETAIN SIGHT OF EYE.

ﬁum Kh-k\vond thralun who

0 GERMANY IS ONE|

TAFT MAY HAVE BIG)
PLAGE IN' HARDING
GOVERNMENT, THO

To Propose Coner hings
of Na-

erence With
Jlect at Ohio

for Associali

tions in Cg
Presidegd
Homg

(By the United Press)

acion,  Dec. 24 —Ex-'resident
hft in hiz conference with Harding
5 expedted to fill in with concrete
propesals one of the outlines of the
associalion of nationg idea.

Taft has figured prominently in
cabinet speculntion foy 0 month, e
hias been mentioned  also in connee-
tion with possible vacancies on  the
Supreme Courl hench, say close advis.
ers of Harding.,

It ig expected that a elear under
standing will e reached today as to
whether the ex-president will he nam
o nopart uf the new aulminl-lrwli.m.

Soft Pedal

AL These Calamity Tales:
of "Em False.

I'or Many

By €. H. VAN HERVIE
(Secretnry Chamber of Commerce)

For the pagt several months w
tave heen passing through a seven
period  of  vendjustmoent, and it e
tested the courage and nerve of ever
the most astute business man.  So fm
we all have met the test unflinehing
Ly, and have smiled at financial loss
ex, knowing lull well that inerease!l
prosperity g5 surely coming again.

But while we are courngeousiy fae
ing the situation and are resolved L
survive the shock, there are some peo
pley who cannot resist the temptuatio
to spread deleterious repurts, whoe e
peat  rumors of  financial  disaster
merely to hear themselves talk an
who thereby, greatly inerease the dif
ficulties of the real husiness man

This underhanded way ol starting
rrepenting stories of coming  fail
ures of this firm or that bank, of ru
mars of  financial  troubles Lo thi:
country mierchant or thal furmer, of
inability of any husiness man to me
il]s obliggations, benefits no ane. Suel
rumers are heing cireulated every
where in Fastern North Carolina, and
this community is not free from thes
calumily  prophets, amd their
affeet some of our strongest merean
tile, finuncial and industrial concerns

Their  calumnpies spread like wil
fire, and increase with every repet)
tion; yet the authors of these stories
of impending troubles are unknown
and therefore cannot be punished,

Since Kinston and  Lenoir Count:
are perhaps far better equipped
stand this period of depression than
muost seetions of the country, it should
he the privilege of every citizen |
do all he can to deny and discourag
such wdle rumors; it should be evers
man's =olemn duty to fullow dews
stich veports of disaster, learn ih
truth of the story before repeuating
I, leakn the name of the author of the
rumor, ant locate the original ource
of information, so that such calumit;
prophets may he dealt with as they
tdeserve.  They shoulil be put in jal!
fnr |Ifi"

There is in this community abso
lutely no posgibility of bank failures
antl of whalesale bankrupteies of hus
iness houses, Of our principal mon
ey crops cotton has reached hottom
anil i on the apward trend again. Wi
have sold thus far 25000 hales around
17 eents. € tobacco wo have solil in
Kinstan tHis denson seventoen milljor
pounds at an average prive of 2224
aceuriding  to the State Agricaltura
!'Uijlr"l: wnil jr Wi il;l]lllll' “'I" I-‘I
srange market, we have xold in L

ir County this fall twenty one mill

wiunds of tabacea at an average of
0, All things considered, thesw

slorip

] miake quite a respectable show
ing this community, and it ougrhi
Lo i every man feel mighty opti
mistic (Rt Kinston and Lenolr Coun-
ty are of@siderably better off than
ninst seciNgms; and that there iz n

ilares, no need for ca
» andd no desire on the
d citizen to listen t
will work harm und
every businessman
The spirit of

reason for

lamity propk
part of any
such rumors a
are detrimental
in the whole cotlity.

LSOV FALS 10
JARGE HIND A5 T0
SIRDON FOR DEBS

Deliberately Violated Law
Designed for Protection
of Nation in War, View
Executive Retains as to
—Secialist

(By the United Press) )
Washington, Dee. 24.—The Presi-

dent has not ehangred his mind in re-
ward to granting « pardon for Eu-

vene Debs, now imprisoned in Al-
lanta fur wviolation of the espionage
law, it was said today at the White

House,

Officials said recently that he would
not pardon Debs becuuse he believed
he deliberately violated a law design-
ed for the protection of the country
during war.

Christmas A r;peal

For Sufferers in Armeman and Seoria;

Muny Starve.

Ruleigh, Dec, 20 —An appeal from
the North Caroling Committee of the
Near East Rellef has been scattered
brondeast through the State and it
is a cheering sipght to see how many
of the peaple are responding to the
ery for aid for the hungry and home-
less Avmenians and Syrians who are
wiiting for North Carolinians to set
their tahble.

This advance drive comes at an op-
portune time—a tme when the giver
feels like giving and when the needy
van he cheered mogt—and Chairman
Bellamry is highly gratified with the
holiday response,

The Christmas offering, however,
will feod only u few of the 3,334 who
ure waiting for North Carolina to
<ot their table. The hig drive’ must
follow and it is this drive that will
tell whether all will bhe provided for
il the Trebizond orphanuage.

Heve ure just a fow of the sad mes-
dages from their land:

“Tens  of thoussnds
from zone of eperations, The situa-
“ion now doubly acute, Can you Jdo
mything to heln in matter of food
duppliea " Yurrow. :

“Repatriation movement has eol-
lapsed. Peop's must winter in Mo-
sul rewion, Sugrpest we take over
e bloek of Urnmiang (they are rem-
nuits of the old  Assyrian  race,
Christinns who were driven from their
lomes in 1018)" ~Thrasher.

“Heavy tases levied by Nationalista
on all Christians will not be easy to
bowr and will prevent them from eon-
tributing anything to the support of
thedr dependents, and it will be very
nevessary for us to make up the de-
lelene " ~Coomhix,

These are only a handful of the nu-
merous reasons why Nomth Carolin-
ins must feed the 30094 tots assign-
il to the State by the National Com-
mittee of the Neuwr East Relief.

of refugees

AFTER
SOME TIME

BADBY GOT HOME
SPENDING

ON DISPLAY IN WINDOW.
Laset in the hntuln rush and not
caring the least, a bright-faced tot at-

cracted more attention than anything
exhibited in the store windows
here Thursday, Glowing colored elec-
tric lumps, red chimneys, Santa Claos-
og and gleaming Christmas wares and
pther things attracted the attention
of hurrying pedesterians, but the bad-
ly perplexed elerk at the Grand Foun-

elug

tain who made the logt baby o win-
fow dhisplay won fir<t prize in popu-
lur approval.  She entered  the ice

crenm aml candy =hop, where the eol-
orful decorations and the crowil ap-
pealed to her. She wore an apron and
bonnet and a perefectly contented look.
She was a8 demure and pretty as a
Blonde baby of two years could be,
She took a seat and burdened those
in charge of the place with a respon-
sihility. The police were notified, No
distressed mother came to claim the
unidentified.  She ate 1ee eream and
candy and gave no thought to ex-
pense. A long thime passed,  Finally
I -'|r-.'A]wrul|- genius removed a cuuplu
of hundred pounds of bhon hons from
# window, installed a chair therein,
and sat baby on the chair. Suspend-
vil ahove her was the gign in big black

and this spiril
e congquered by
ut eonfidence
hnken by the
ch idle gos-
do a great

business is to succfd,
of optimism canno
rumors af disaster,
can be undermined an
continued repetitions o
sip, and they will in ti
deal of harm to this co
less they are promptly sc

CONVICTS' DINNER TO
BE A BIG A
Cimvicts on the Lenoir Count
will celebrate Christmas with a dWner
of barbecued pig. Their feast gill
he a little more expensive than
regular turkey dinner served in mo!
homes. There will be no end to th
vonfections, One of them, Blaney
Bryant, will enjoy as a present a par-
some | don from Governor Bickett. Bryant
Iml served two months of six for traf-
ficking in whiskey., Richard Fowler

the eye | & Co. have given the convicts cipars

P4 SEples,

letters, “Who do I belong to?” Miss
Baby surveyed the crowds and smiled,
She was charming, her fat face fring-
ol with yellow curls. It pays to ad-
Ivertise, After a time a member of
the family of Charles E. Spear, prom-
inent residents of North Kinston, has<
tened into the shop and claimeod the

—

lilv'mg Christmas doll.

.. CHRISTMAS SERVICE

AT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
The publie is cordially invited to St,
Mary's Episcopal Church on Christ-
mas Day at 11 o'cloek to & celebra-
tion of the Holy Communion. The
embers of the Sunday school are ex-
ted Lo be at the church ten min-
before service begins. There
will be a brief a'dress by the rector.
Consummation of a *“plan” of the
Sunday school i1 seheduled, Friends
of the veierabl: superintendent’ are
especially inviad.
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