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" 3 HON.R. McCLELLAND,
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DAY, JuLy 1, 1848,
)n the Civil and
- BILL;

Mr. McCLELLAND said = "5
Mr. Cuaienan: During fize years
gice in this House, I have ne
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mpers-enses would make so

g:la:a;r!;n‘ll;;lg) and disingenuous an imputa-

tm[“.‘\lr. Burr said, by the permission of my
{riend from Michigan, I wish to add a word
to the explanation he has already made, 1
speak as to the item of extra‘.allowance- made
by the Secretary of Warduring Mr. Monroe’s
administration, and of that alone. I am au-
thorized to say, that this item was allowed
during that administration, and thus the
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BTEWART]
is utterly mistaken in supposin that it was
allowed subsequently. The allowance was

ictly party speech upon * o |to remunerate Gen. Cass, as Superintendent

i ould '}g‘ ‘P“Passln‘:lwng?&: racter of Indian Affairs, for subsistence actually
gyl o o B SlamR e Tl o s, who vl
mlxtr_lg_m!s ne;l ’Cltltm lkdﬂ and %raduced. ‘The | ed hum on official buswmess. These demands

most viplently attacke .. [Mr. STEW- | upon him becgme v&ry heavy and very fre-

a grave character aganst Ge

occupy a short time in discussing them an
similar ones made elsewhere.

entlemen on this floor. 4 15
The most prominent charge against Gen.
Cass 15, that whilst Governor of the Territory
of Michigan, he drew, besides his salary as
Governor, enormous amoun:s of extra com-
ensation—some making it, in the aggregate,
$100,568 91 ; but the gentleman from Peno-
sylvania, with every disposition to increase H,
has been obliged, by some regard to truth, to
reduce it to 860,412, I propose to examine
this charge, and believe it is susceptible of the
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#alls of Congress for nearly the same informa
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“@ion, and that they embrace, with slight vari-

rentlemandfior: Pennsy il
a®T. ] a lew days afo, m”ny:cﬁa@gesof 1
g neral Cass, and

although they are ve? loose, and some of

1A . to
them exceedingly trifling, yet 1 propose d | not be adduced or obtained. This sum was

If my hour is

Bnot wholly consumed in this way, I may no-
3 tice .otheryrl:marks made by him and other

wl Smost satisfactory explanation. One greal er- |
“Syor committed by those who have endeavor-
ed to distort this matter is, in assuming that
each ol the three documents (No. 6, 27th Con-
Beress, 3d session; and Nos. 112 and 244,258
Jongress, 3d session) usually refered to, and
which contain all the necessary information
pn the subjeet, relates to and embraces differ-
ent and distinct classess of allowances; and |
hey are figured out and adroitly woven to-
pether so as to make up the sum arrived at;
rhile the slightest glanee and most cursory
xamination will show, clearly and unequiy-
“Jobcally, that the documents are reposts from the
Bucretary of War, in answer to three seperate

under no duty to bear, and his sila¥y ‘was -
adequate to sustain it. From the very nature
of the expenditure, specific vouchers could

allowed, because it was supposed no more
than was sufficient to cover the actual expend -
itures, which Mr. Calhoun was satisfied had
been made by General Cassin the course of
his official and important duties. Sir, I un-
dertake to say, it was a charge as just on the
part of General Cass,as its allowance was
was honorable and proper on the part of Mr.
Calhoun. His reasons are assigned on the
account, and fully vindicate the propriety of
the allowance.] . B

But, sir, to the narration. The accounting
officer states, that “ Governor Clatk was al-
lowed by law a salary. as superintendent, of
$1,500 per annum. And on reference to his
accounts, it appears that the sum paid to him
to cover his expenses for office ren*,clerk hire,
fuel, stationery, &c., was about $2,000 per
annum; which greatly exceeds the allowance
to General Cass for those objects, excepting
for the the first seven or eight years of his
superintendency.” Thus the allowance of
$2 230 from October 9th, 1813, to May 29th,
/1822, when it was reduced to $1,500, and of
. | that amount from the latter dateto July 31,

1831, made by Mr. Calboun, and sanctioned

by Piesident Madizon, for expenses and ex-
penditures to which Gen. Cass was actually

subjected in the performance of his official

- | duties as superintendent of Indian Affairs and

and amounting in all to $33,325, is by some

Wtions, precisely the same allowances, except | of his unscryupulous assailants and defamers,

J#hat of the amount contained in document
N0, 6, 812,612 is 1 ft out of the other two
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ices in document No. 244, and all in docu-
ment No. 6 except the sum of 812,712, are
set forth and contained 1 document No. 112.
Gieneral Cass was Governor of the Terri-
ory of Michigan, and ez oficio superintend-
ent of Indian affiirs in and for this Territory.
- W As ez gfficio superintendent of Indian Affairs,
_ R he discharged his duties within the limits es-
d tablished by the Territorial organization,

- M which endbraced and-included only the Indi-
Wans and agencies within the peninsula of
. Michigan and the agency at Green Bay, on
the western shore of Lake Michigan. Indoc-
ument No. 112, the accounting officers say,

“ that as superintendent of Indian affairs,
Giovernor Cass was paid no salary by the
Treasary Depaitments; but an allowance of

d filteen hundred dollars per annum was made

8 to him by the Secretary of War, and paid by

8§ the Treasury Department, during his super-
intendency, fo cover his expenses of office rent,
clerk hire, fuel, stationary, &c., and, besides
this, ten rations per day, equal to $730 per

d yeat, were allowed to him from the date of
his appointment, in 1813, till the end of 1821.”

8 They then go on to show the circumstan-
ccs under which these allowaneces were made,
./ @ quoting for that purpose a letter to Congress
upon the sabject from Mr. Calhoun, the Sec-
retary of War, and by whom they were made,
1 & 1n which the facts and circumstances are fully
r 8 setforth,  Itappears, from this leiter thai Gen.

{ 8 Cuss not only performed his -appropniate du-
8 tics of superintendent, but, in addition, actu-

Bally executed those of agent for several tribes
which were without agents, both within and
W vithout his superintendency. In reference
. to thg allowance, Mr. Calhoun states, (Doc.
No. 112. page 2.) that shortly after General
| Lass reecived Lis appointment, % he made ap
W plication for a specific sum to cover the vari-
ous prisonal expenses to which he was liable
@24 tie performance of his duty as superintend-
ent. | Without objecting to the amount which
he thought necessary for the putpose, he was
Sinformed that a specific amount could not be
Wallowed ; but at the same time 1t was stated,
. that on presenting his account, what was rea-
@ sonable would be allowed. The claim, from
its nature, could only be adjusted on equita-
ble principles, it being impossible to state the
items of cxpense to which. situated ashe was,
he was exposed from his intercouse with the
lm!;nns.” I'he duties which Governor Cass
4 gcr.urn':__e.l' as superintendent being similar to
| 1058 of Lovernor Clark, (Governor and su-
'pi_*rm_tuml‘,nt of Indian affairs forthe Missouri
cfttory.) ¥ but more extensive, and in their
peviormance attended with greater expense
| 11 llm atjustment of his acecou fe .
was had 10 the allow vt
RRRE 15 the | ance which had been
ie latter, maki ch additi
S Eudeedumadt such additional
owance as the difference in th
B Thea ‘erence i the - two cases
gard (o equity re Uired ” A
the reasons oive ¥ d ' oG
SONE oiven by Mr. C: lhoun £
1 A et AL Lallioun for the al-
owance was *the ey .
ine the intercon. . PeAse necessarily attend-
gng the intercourse with the 1nd;
roit, and wher < ons at De-
g XA ere, from the pe hbork €
he &djﬂinil'lg PIovinee of Go g .Or-hond 0.
G crtond anada, it is neces-
@ry Lo extend 1o them grealer liberalit
Wlention than at any other place » 5 b
i previonsly been submi :
ent, (Mr, Madi milted to the Pres;.
» (801 Madison,) who expressed the opj
i that Gen Cass ' shoylq be remu o
fthese additional expenses” o ed
anding all this, the gentleman fron o 10"
lvaniantimate tom Penn-
llowed by Mr.

; | What h
it conceive, unless it be 1o
bun with gross dereliction of
*‘.f l?bs?' devoildh of a.lll‘
i plausibility, (without taking ip :
jon the p_uﬂqg of that drstinggumht:dcg,n::g
practer,) that it must be aseribed tq th
et leman’s distempered imagination, ag

L3 n

€ means | cap.
°ha‘ge Mr. Cal.
dutY- Butthe | f

no: only run out for the whole period at $2,-
230 per annum as an “extra allowance for

but, by their peculiar -facility at figures, is
taken up from another document and made
to amount toa much larger sum than that
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. He
must be surprised, and admire their fertility
of invention, when he finds it surpasses his
own. '

"The next item cf gllowance, as shown by
the documents, 1s ,500 per annum from
1822 10 July 31, 1831, inclusive, amounting
to $14,375. This is the item in regard to
which the most infamous and groundless
charge has been made, that Mr. Calhoun
refused to allow it, and that General Cass al-
lowed it to himself when he became, Secre-
tary of War. It has already been seen from
the quotations from Mr. Calhoun’s letter that
General Cass actually performed, besidej the
duties within his territorial limits, those of
agent for Indians for which no agents were
provided, as well without as within the boun-
daries of his appropriate superintendency.—
He could not legally be required to zttend to
other duties than those stiicily pertaining to
his legitimate superintendency, and within
its limits ; but so great was his activity, effi-
ciency, and success in the management of In-
dians, that, under peculiar circumstdnces of
difficulty and embarrassment in conducting
our Indian relations in that quarter at that
time, he was selected to take charge of nu-
merous other tribes far beyonc his superinten-
dency, in Ohio, 1lllinois, and what 15 now
Wisconsin. Many of those Indians it was
difficult to manage, being disaffected towardg
our Government and citizens. from having
been employed against us during the last
war with Great Britain, and in consequence
of the intrigues of the agents of the British
Government and the Hudson’s Bay Company,
who made them large presents annually, and
taught them to look totheir Government and
citizens as friends and protectors, and to ours
as enemies and foes, from whom they had

It was only by the most energetic measures
and firm and determined personal conduct,
| that on frequent occusions they were prevent-
ed from breaking out into open hostilitiesand
deluging an extensive frontier with the blood
of our scatlered and defenceless citizens. On
one occasion the Indiansabruptly withdrew
from the council with threatening words and
gestures, and had drawn up in battle array
and hosted the British flag in defence, when
General Cass, at the imminent peril of his
life, accompanied only by an interpreter, went
directly among them, tore down the flag and
trampled it under his feet, and told them that
no such emblem of foreign power should
wave over territory of the United States in
his presence. This chivalric act so astound-
ed the Indians and excited thewr admiration
for his daring and courage, as-to change
completely the whole tone of their |feelings,
and they ‘soon submitted, and entered into
friendly couneil and satisfactorily arranged
their difficulties. This 1s only one of the
many instances in which General Cass sub:
| jected bimself to similar risk and danger
with the same promptness and determination
and with like auspicious results. He was
subjected to great and various inconveniences,
and his difficulties and embarrassments were
greatly increased by his being compelled to
take with him large amounts of money which,
on account of the bad state of the currency, he
had to collect and transport to Detroit with
much danger and risk. Any one who wll
take the trouble to consult the documents re-

erred to, will acknowledge the almost insyr-

reasonablenegs  mountable difficulties he had to encounter,

-|2nd wonder how he ever succeeded so well
s|!n the discharge of his duties. It was cus-

e|'omary at the time to allow two and a half

© Percent. on all moneys disbursed under simi-

L4

went: ¥t was™an expense which he.was

nothing to expect but injustice and wrong.—|

lar circumstances; and though some $400,000
passed through his hands, {most-of which he
had at his own cost and expense to transport
from the interior of Ohio through an unsetted
country of about two hundred miles,) he never
was allowed one cent for it, except in what
the gentleman from Pennsylvania calls extra
allowances. :

Under these circumstances, he considered
that some reasonable allowances should be
made to him for the extra labor and heavy
expenses to which,in various ways,he was sub-
jected, and for disbursing this large amount
of money, none of which duties legitimately
belonged to him. Accordingly, in the year
1828, he submitted an account for these extra
and extraordinary services, for the seven years
ending with 1828, amounting to $14,373 55,
being at the same rate as has been allowed
.to his predecessor [Governor Hull] for simi-
ldr'services. Wathout questioning the justice
of the claim, the Secretary of War, General
P. B. Porter, submitted itto the Aftorney
General, the upferight and eminent Mr. Wirt,
for his opinion, and Mr. Wirt deciding it fa-
vorably, said : .

“] understand the facts stated in Governor
Cass’s letter of the 26th November to be ad-
mitted ; and if so, I can perceive no ground
on which his claim can properly be resisted.
His salary as governor is compensation _for

overnor, but the ssrvices for which he claims
50 not belong to his duty as governor of the
Michigan Territory, and having been em-
ployed by Government to perform these
services, he has a fair claim for them on the
principles of B guantum meruit. The facts
conceded, his right is undeniable.”

Thereupon the Secretary of War allowed
General Cass, 810,500, being at the rate of
$1,500 per annum for the period embraced
in the account; and that sum was accordingly
paid some time prior to his becoming Secre-
tary of War, and Mr. Calhoun never had the
claim under zonsideration, [so far as I can
ascertain,] and therefore could not have re-
jected it.

When General Cass entered upon hkis du-
ties as Secretary of War. there wasdue to him
the same allowance for the balance of his
term as superintendent, namely, from 1829
to July 31st, 1831, inclusive, amounting to
$3,875. This allowance being based on the
same principles as the case decided by Mr.
Wirt, there would have been no impropriety
in the accounting officer’s acting on the ac-
count, and paying him the amount; but gov-
ernéd by the most scrupulous delicacy, and

locuments. Thus the whole of the allowan- | services incident to the office of Governor,” | the nicest sense of propriety, he endorsed upon

the account the following : _
¢ “In the peculiar position in which T now
stand in relation to the department, although
the charge is not only unexceptionable .in it-
self, but suppor;ed by a previous degision of
the War Department, yet I am willing it
should remain suspended and not acted on
until it can with propriety be decided.”

It accordingly remained suspended uptl
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3. The other allowances, viz -
For a per diem of 88 ..

—

at the treaty of Gree
! conelud;

ments with tll}g Wyandots iy 1ér;7

[440]; travelling eXpenses incide

ber and October, 1818, (gaﬁrg(‘f)’,i" Septem

and other expenses incident 4,
Saganaw, in 1819, (8240); travelfing ar
other expenses incident 1, the tr g
| Bault de Ste. Marie, ip

Services as com
Chicago, 52 days,
June and Novemher, 1821
mileage for 350 miles, a1 g3
miles, ($280.)

Attendance at seat
order of the Secretary
ment of his. accounts,

1821, :o I\ggy 29, 1822,
tions (at cents each .
ang ‘?.!lml'wcahl:or exp)elfseers 1?&%& 1:gl-6t{::
rom Wa -
?31,022-) L i Rt there,

Services as commissioner to treat i
Iﬁ‘_‘iaﬂsﬁl Wﬂpagfb-Konetta, andK his z‘:’;ih
eljing allowance from 4t Ma:
18'251, [8‘:256.] h to 30th May,

Also for similar services at Prairie
Chien, from 4th June to 7th October 13-;3,]5u
mclu@inf‘ ll!:l'_aVt:ltfti]ngr allowance and E:ttend:
ance 1n takin e treaty to Washj
82002 ] g y ) W ashmgton,

Sirpilar services, holding'trealies in Indi-
ana, in September and October, 1826, 46
days, at 88 per day,[8368}; aud his travel.
ling allowance, [$184)

Similar services at Fond du Lac, 65 days
between the 10th June and 10th September.
1826, at 88 perday, [8520]; and travelling3

' allowance for 2,100 miles, at 40 cents per
mile, [8840.]
Similar services at Butte degs Morte, in
June, July, and August, 1827, 60-days, at
#8 per-day, [8408); and 15 days in i;)répa-
rations and arrangements for the treaties
and closing the:r concerns, [8120]; and trav-
elling allowance fo1 1,460 miles at 40 cents
per mile, (8584 ] -

Similar services at 8t. Joseph, in Septem-
tember 1827, 10 days, at 8 per day,
[880]; and mil¢age, 400 miles, at 40 cents
per mile, [$160.]

Services and expenses at seat of Govern-
ernment, 111 days, between 22d October,
1828, and 10th February, 1829, in prepar-

ing a code for the regulation of Indian af-
faire, in conformity 10 orders of the Secreta-

» (8416); and
for every 20

of Government, by
of War, on settles
from October

November, 1837, a year after he had left
the country for France, when it was taken up
and allowed, as a matter of course.

Another item of the tissue of misrepresen-
tations is, that in addition to the other al-
lowances noticed, Gen. Cass was paid $27,-
087- for extra services as commissioner in
negotiating treaties wit various tribes of In-
dians, &c. Thisitem istaken from document
No. 6,(and 814,375 of the amount is a repe-
tition of the same sum contained in document
112, being the allowance before noticed, for
labor and expenses 1n superintending Indians
and making disbursements not within his
superintendency, granted under the opinion of
Mr. Wirt. Thus, instead of being the amount
falsely stated, it was only $12,712; and even
of this sum the document shows that a consi-
derable portion was for expenses. The items
have been critically aralyzed and the expen-
ses calculated by a gentleman of long expe-
rience in, and perfectly conversant with, such
matters, who was with General Cass on
many of the occasions for which the allow-
ances were made, and who states that the
actual and unavoidable expenses could not
have been less than 86,442, leaving for eom-
pensation only $6,270--a small compensation
for prolonged absences from his family, thro’
a period of seventeen years; great exposure,
risk; and danger, and a travel of over ten
thousand miles, in birch-bark canoes, along
the lakesand rivers, on horseback and on foot
—all involving great 101l and discomfort.

Of all the posts of Sovernors of Territories,
that of General Cass was, perhaps, the most
important and responsible. His salary as
Governor was $2,000 per annum ; whilst that
allowed to the Governor of the Territory of
Orleans, who had no superintency of Imi';an
affairs, was $5,000 per annum; and the
strong probability is, that the duties of the
one as Governor were more arducus than
those of tne other. _

To recapitulate ! the allowances, as shown
by a eorrect analysis of the documents which
have been so [requently referred to, were as<
follows : :

1. The allowances made by Mr. Calhoun,
November 2, 1821, and sanctioned by Pre-
sident Madison, and continued 0 him b
'subsequent Secretaries of War, [one for
rations, from October 9, 1813, to May 26,
1822—10 rations per day,at 20 cents each.—
for supporting the Indians, 86,610 ; and the
other being for office rent, clerk hire, fuel,
stationery, &c., from October 9, 1813, to
July 31, 1831,826,715. Sce Doc. No. 112,
p 2, and Duc. No. 244, p 2.] 833,325 00
. 'The allowances made under the opinion

ring Mr. Adams’s administration, and sub-
sequently, [one for services in superintend
in : . )

wgayne in Indiana, Chicagoin Illinois, &c.,
at 81,500 per annum, for the years [829-
193124 '25-'26-'27 and _28, 810,500)' and
another, for similar services, same agencies,
for. 1829, 1830, and the first seven monthg
of 1831, at $1,500 per annum, as allowed
for previous years—being amounts received
for actual gervices and expenses, as superin-
tendent, in travelfing, attending councils,
and disbursing some $400,000, for which
others were allowed 2 1-2 per cent.—See
Doc. No. 6. p. 13. and Doc. No. 112, p. 9]...

)

of Mr. Wirt, by the Secretary of War, du-|i

the agencies of Piqua in Obhio, Fort | h

rv of War, at 88 per day, [$#880]; and milg-
age for 1,600 miles, from Detroit to Wash-
ington city, and back,at 88 for every 20
miles, [8640.]

Bn el i o

Total........cccoocenrevnreen.. 860,421 00
The first, as has been shown, was for the
actual and necessary expenses of his local of
fice, as superintendent of In.ian affairs, with-
in the peninsula of Michigan, during a space
of over eighteen-and-a-half years. It was,
therefore, no emolument or compensation
whatever, It was to cover the expenses of
the office, and not the officer. And General
Cass, when applying for itin 1821, says: “It
may be readi?y presumed that, upon a fron-
tier, and in such times, my expenses must
have far exceeded the salary of my office. 1
can solemnly aver, that I expended much
more than the whole sum received assalary,”
[82,000 per annum ;] and refers to Colonel
Hunt and General Macomb, and incidentally
to General McArthur and Mr: Grahgrn, all
gentlemen distinguished for their varacity and
integrity  [See Doc. 112, pages 4 and 3.

The second iten was for services and ex-
penses as superintendent ang! agent _for numer-
oustribes of Indians not within his superin-
tendency, which duties the Jaw did not require
him to perform, and for which, as decided by
Mr. Wirt, he was clearly entitled to extra
compensation. One half of this amount at
least was for expenses.

Of the third .item, it has already been
shown that only $6,270 was for compensa-
tion, the balance bemg for actual and neces-
sary expenses, 'Thus, nstead of his hav_u;g
received over 100,500, or $60.412, mamniy |
as an extra compensation, { _
pald hlm, for ext;:-a se.rViCES of _ “ kmds} bg“'
yond his salary as Governor, did not exceed,
in eighteen-and-a-hali years, 813,457 50—
This is probably a far less sum than, on ex-
amination of the accounts of his dlstmgms_heg
opponent, would show t(l;at' he has receive
as extra compensation dunng
service ; whic%eserv'ace, it is no d'.sparagenflil}t
to him 10 say, has, for the greater part o 1;
time, consisted of only the formal routine ©
light military duty, at co.mparatwel{ l:lnlm;
portant posts, and for whieh, 2 calcu gt:?]n
only his regular and ordinary pay all]] 8 ho'wh-
ances, in the several grades through Wale
he has passed, will show that he has receiv-
ed (separate s apart from extra allowance)
the large sum of $127,000—as will apg'eal
by a statement in my POSSesSIVD, and subject
lo any person’s examination:

I do not desire to, and shall not, draw any
invidious comparisons between tl;]ese G:uo
men. My only design 15 to show thal ’elﬁ
Taylor, as well as Gen. Cass, has lr}ecem«:

is share of the public treasure ; at ; e sc:;mpl
time I am candid enough 10 frank 3} :hl'm
my belief that he has deserved eyery fa .mg
he received. (general Cass has reeewlfle

nothing from the General Government 1 at
others have not received for similar semges.

I will now devote a few moments to SLow-
ing that jt the
th% Governhxgi:: f: make what the gentle:
man pleases to denominate £%47¢ allowances ;
and I do jt with no malicious or 1mproper
spirit, but only for the purpose

wiilssvineree Ayt 1 IO

his career of

persion.

14,375 00 |

. ; 2% Per day, for fifiv-
five days’ extra Services, as con;missiongr'

- n -l 1
Mary’s in 1818, and ¢ s 1o IBg‘ 4;;:d St
nge-
and 1818

ntto same

treaty -of|
. 1820, (336); ]Lnd-‘_ __

e resaid treaties, in pre-
W foni agd carrying into effect ’the Ee%
€ 1pulations thereof, (8400) :
Missioner at treaty of
al 88 per day, between

31,
208, days, at 10 ra. |

he whole amount |

invariable practice of

of relieving a
distinguished man’s character from a vile as-
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4+  General Scouvrecei d the foll ; .
Boe Do B, g ALY m e e o Ao

L. For a per diem of 86, from Sept. 22,1818,

work for the army,by or-

tion of a militar
%)epartment, $1,1428 00

der of the Wur
2. For a per diem of 86, engaged

in $260];
Egz zﬁ’OE\ran = l :t“%ldenanc? and travel- in 1824 in revising infantry tac-
(8200); travel;;ng &ndo;tthMmgs in 1817, 1 Siel o) sth oaatd Sl aus }. .. 1104 00
dent 10 the treaty of 8t. I\ ®T expensesinci- | 3. Simular services in 1825, . . . . 540 00

-| 4. Compensation as author and
_ycompiler of the  new system of
~ discipline and tactics, and for
fintending the printing the
B e e 5+ . 5,000 00
for 8 per diem of $8, for one
fgndred and eighteen days’ ser-
vices gs commissioner with Pot-
tawatomie Indians, and treat-
ing with.the Winnebagoes, Sacs
and Foxes, at Chicago, Prairie
du Chien, and Rock Island,
from 22d June to 17th October,
1832, (89 14,) and milgage from
. New York, by way of Chicago
nd Praire du Chien, to Rock
land and back, 2,980 miles,
‘at 40 cents per mile, (81,192 ;)
but-Gen. Scott not to charge for
army transportation in his ac-
counts as Major General. . . .
6 Fora per diem of #8 for two
hundred and forty-four days’
services as Commissioner to
treat and make arrangnments
with the Cherokee Indians.from
the 11th April to the 19th Deec.
1838,(81,952,) and his expenses

during the time, (8358 71) . . .

2,136 00

231071

wotall ;2 v . 12,618 71
George B. Porter, late Governor
of the Territory of Michigan,
for services similar to those of
Gen. Cass, (see Doc. No. 6, p.
38,) received during four vears
and five months. . . . $8,472 60

I might also refer to the cases of Governor
Duval, of Florida, and Governors Miller, Iz-
ard, and Pope, of Arkansas, and others, in all
the different departments of the Government;
but to doso would be consuming your time
to little purpose.

But, after all, the gentleman from Pann-
sylvania has not, in his own legislative ca-
reer, manifested any antipathy to these extra
allowances. Only a few day days ago, the
bill to pay the widow of Joseph Nourse—
which was for the payment of 2 1-2 per cent,
for disbursing moneys whilst he was Register
of the Treasury—armounting to $23, 582, 72,
and whilst Mr. Nourse was, during most of
the time, receiving a salary of $2,400 and
$3,000 per annum—was under consideration,
and its merits were fully discussed, and the
genlleman could not have misunderstood it;
and yet, when the yeas and nays were order-
ed, he voted for it. The gentleman’s party
also gave as a gratuity to Mis. Harrison, wid-
ow of General Harrison, $25,000. I do not
give these instances for the purpose of show-
ing my disapprobation of them—for of that
I do not speak—but merely to exhibit the
spirit and feelings of the man who has made
many of these reckless charges.

I will now, Mr. Chairman, direct the atten-
tion of the committee to the manner in which
the gentleman has stated these several items
in his printed speech, in order to exhibit its
unfairness, and the injustice done to General
Cass. One of the charges in his account,
which, up to 1822, wasallowed by Mr. Cal-
houn, runs thus in the gentleman’s speech ;-
“ From October 9, 1813, to July 31, 1831, 81,
500 per annum, eztra salary ;” when, by re
ferring to Doc. 112, we find, instead of being
for % extra salary,” it was* to cover his ex-
penses for office rent, elerk hire, fuel, station-
ery,” &c. In noting the item for making
treaties, &c., at Greenville, Saginaw, and
Sault Ste."Marie, &c., he closes with these
words—¢ F !I/?y days preparing before and af-
ter treaty ;” leaving it naked at:ad unintelligi-
ble, and conveying the impression that Gen-
eral Cass had really put so much money into
his pocket, without having performed any
service to deserve it; when the language
used in the document, 6, from which he eop-
ied, is this: “ And for fifty days eztra servi-
ces, previous and subsequent to the afordsaid
treaties, in preparing for and carrying into ef-
fect the several stipulations thereof " explain-
ing this part of the item satisfactorily. As
the rules of order will not permit me to state
why he has resorted to the Procrustean sys-
‘tem here, I leave it to you to determine what
inference might be drawn from it. In hisse-
eond statement, which appears to be geyeral,
he asserts that * fifteen hundred per annum
extra salary. (the same to which [ have be-
fore alluded,) from 1813 to 1831, nearly cigh-
teen years; was “ paid :n 1831 ;" which was
years after the services were rendered. Now
the documents and the accounts stated, show
that the several amounts were paid in 18%2.
and thereafler whencver the accounts of Gen-
eral Cass were audited. There was no_post-
popement or payment, and no extraordinary
delay. The gentleman from Pennsylvania
has inserted in hig speech a particular and
general statement of these items of aceount,
and in his addition of one of his eolumns of
figures, he has commitied an error or more
than four thousand dellars; and it will be
seen, that if he had entered the items prop-
erly, and made his calculation correctly, it
would have satisfied him that the imputation
of General Cass's charging twice for the same
item was without foundation.

Mr. Chairman, my time will not permit me
longer to dwell on this portion of his speecl},
which, from the adroit manner in which it 18
drawn up, is calculated and perhaps designed
to mislead and deceive the people. If such
was not his purpose, why were not all the
items of account set down as they appeared
in officjal documents from which they pnr-
ported to have been taken? Did he act up-
on the maxim that ¢ all’s fair in polititics ?""~

I shoyld be glad to throw the mantle of char-
ity ower it, but all the circumstances are $o
strong, that I am in doubt whether it can be

'i__perven the truth.

-4

to 17th May,1819,engaged in the compila,’

¥

| ascribed to anything else than a disposition to '

o ol s —

Thus, Mr. Chairman, | have endeavored,
as briefly as the nature of the ease would
permit, to reply to this charge, and whether
successlully or not, I submit most cheerfully
to the candor and good sense of the commit-
tee | J 5

I will now proceed to the examina‘ion of
another accusation of the gentleman from
Pennsl.ylvania, [Mr. StEwart,] which will be
:g;:!!y groundless and unjustifiable. He

*“General Cass was once a great dover of

the volunteera._ He was a volunteer himself|
and was sometimes ca]ledd

But now it was on the 4
and there was no escape

20th of December, Ge o introduced
into the Sendte ‘a bills Big the pay -of
volunteers, for commutation for clothing, one

third” He knew it was sail that Gen. Cass
had sent the Adjutant General, and got him
or the President to nullify by construction, or

veto it ex post facto. He mugit have found
it would not do to stri

n of

anpleasant, and I ddéil not it would ; but in
the mind of a man of'as high moral and in-
tellectual character as Gen. Cass, it could
cause not even a feeling of displeasure against
the perpetrators of sach an act. Now, I un-
dertake to say, Mr. Chairman, that a para-
praph more replete with willful errors was
never, in so few words, uttered. The volun-
teer who fi.st made the charge in Mexico had
not access to the records, could not ascertain
the facts, and therefore, on the impulse of the
moment, and under undue excitement, and
{rom false information, he did that which I
doubt not he will deeply regret when he learns
the truth. But what palliation. of the of-
fence can be found for the gentleman from
Pennsylvania? All the facts were within
his reach, many of the eircumstances should
have been within his own knowledge, and
yet, tovilify a distinguished political oppo-
nent, he resorts to the most monstrous misrep-
resentations That gentleman could not fail

[llinois, from Mexico to this Hall, on the 28th
of December, 1846, for it was rendered mem-
orable by many of the accompanying circum-
stances, and exhibited a scene which we all
hope never to witness again. Colonel Ba-
ker claimed the privilege of addressing the
House; and after some objections were ob-
viated, preceeded, and told some unpalatable
truths.! In his remarks, he said he had been
deputed to come here to effect a change of
the system for supplying clothing to the wvol-
unteers ; and stated, that of the ‘twenty-six
regiments of volunteers who had been sen: to
Mexico, there were but two or three who
were possessed of decent clothing for the zam-
paign, and urged, in the most impressive and
imploring manner, the adoption of a resolu-
tion he proposed for that purpose.

On the 26th July, 1847, Lieutenant Me-
Williams, Second Pennsylvania Volunteers,
says,in a letter forwarded to the War Depart-
ment: “ As regards clothing, I would pre-
fer the clothing instead of the commutation
thereof”

On the 14th of August, 1847, Lieutenant
Ankrim; First Pennsylvania Volunteers, in
speaking of the want of clothing, says:

“ The dissatisfaction has been on the in-
crease for two weeks past, during which time
several deserted, and others have manifested
a disposition to follow their example.”

And again, December 11, 1847 :

“ I cannot see the propriety of withholding
clothing from our service.”

Captain Scott, First Pennsylvania Volun-
teers, says, November 23, 1847 : -

ly destitute condition. One of those received
this marning had but one shirt, and no shoes.
When Congress meets, cannot provision be
made to supply the volunteer recruits with
clothing as the regulars are supplied 2”
A joint application was also made by offi-
cers of the two Pennsylvania regiments of
volunteers for the same allowance of clothing
as regulars receive,
I have also extracts from letters received
at the War Department, and written by Lieut-
enant Ash'ey, Lieutenant Gardner, Lieuten-
ant Ginney, and Captain Carrington, of the
Virginia Volunteers, Colonel Walbach, com-
manding depot for Virginia volunteers, and
Colonel Morgan, late superintendent of the
recruiting service— all urging the department
to press the matter thgough Congress as speed-
ily as possible, as the solunteers were actoal-
ly suffering, and dhie'sen gonsequence,
was much injuredss S5 TURESS

In compliance With thesé solicitations, the
Adjutant General, from the purest and no-
blest motives, suggested the .measure to the
War Department, and tha Scerctary of War
recommended it in this strong language:
“I respectfully repeat the recommenda-
tion in my last annual report on the subjcct
of clothing in kind for yeluntecrs, in lieu of
the maney which I8 @t presen ‘pgld to them
as a commutation. Phe experience of the
past year has shoWit#he mecessity for this
| change. The clothing“prowided by the vel-
unteer, themselves, both in kind and quality,
g generally unsuited for the scrvice, anq of-
ten proves to be deficient in guality. ~Sery-
ing in an enemy’s country, and at a distance
from the ordinary sources of supply, it cap
seldom be replaced when lost or worn out,
and always at an exorbitant price. Mueh of
the suffering which has been experienced
by these troops may be attributed to the
want of proper clothing. If authority were
given to supply the volunteers in the manaer
provided for the regular troops, it 1s beleived
they would be better clothed, and at less
cost themselves and to the government, than
by the present mode. It is understood, that
if such provision is made, the arrangements
of the quartermaster’s department are such,
in relation to supplying clothing, that it can
readily furmsh a supply to the volunteers.”—
(See Ex. Doc. No. 1, p. 66.)

The War Department having adopted the
suggestions made by the Adjutant General,
prepared and sent to the Military Committ

pi#he volunteers of their -

clothing ; hanging burning in efigy
might have b -en ¢ ipleat 1‘ ng :

To such as the gewtleman from Pennsyl-
vania to be burnt'in effigy, might be very

to remember the return of Colonel Baker, of -

“ Some of the recruits come here in a tru-
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