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INISTRATION OF GEN.
g3 IN THE NORTHWEST.. )
ampaigns of 1812 and 1813, on-t
terlt?r %romiérs, had been foug
the combined

1o them) sacred pred
t, whom the indians
It was a contest for supremacy,

yent of which the settlemen's north

the Ohio sought, by an appeal to arms, |

by asolid peace

i ir welfare
plidate their "2l Cass, o1

administration of (.rened e
ntiers, was commencedlan gonewssa-
) iect. It was ne<
b same general objec e
he Indig;.n tribes that he sf_muld lll'tixliz:lt:sz
heon high. The battle of the :
after two years of severe warfare, an

- and sangiunary exer

: traordinary : ‘
.' gmi detear'::.aﬁhat m:.u-com:r.:;e
b%. 1t had sealed the career of bot

. per and propHET of the tribes, and proved
sthers, if not to themselves, the fﬁl.l‘c;f
gting to the promises of an ally w lct o
olly abaundoned t_hcm at the trealy

ent. But the Indians do not reason as
or men ; and besides, they were, (0 alll in-

ts. ionorant at the -time of such abandon
at.  They were defeated, but yet hostile.
heir leader was killed, but the prophet yet
ed, and they hoped the war, “’h_'c{‘_ had
fied to the Niagara and St. Lawrence,was
stined to result better for therr. inter~sts 1n
her quarters, General Cass, 10 assuming
bverument of Michigan, and the manageg
ent of the Indian affuirs of the northwest, at

at particalar juncture, accepted a task
hich fow, in the busy career of life, are

nd competent successfully to peffqrm. It

hs a task which he had not solicited ; al-
ough, of the post, it may in truth be said

at, unlike that which marked the fall of the

edish monarch, it was neither
G A pretty fortress nor a barren strand.”

ft in the temporary command of a remote

ilitary post, the feeble and scattered settle-

.nts avound it had sought to gather strength

d countenance in their position, trodder

wn as the country had been by the iron

tof war, in memorializing the President
r his appointment. It was under these
ws, strongly pressed, that he accepted the
fice. But he did not, at once, lay down
esword. It was necessary for a period,
bt only as the emblem of power, but of jus-
¢ among the savage tribes, who hovered, in
oken but infuriated masses, over the wide
pmains of forest and lakes which had becn
pmumitted to his management. )

There is a popular error on this subject

hich all are prone to run into, who measure

he duties of General Cass and bis _adminis-
ation in that perilous era by the peaceful
tandard of aslater state. It is to dissipate
hese misapprehensions, and to pomt out the
momentous duties of the time, that the pres-
ent remarks are commenced. Both the field
of public service and the man who was called
o act, were extraordinary.

Cass was one-of those bold and original
men who appear at long intervals among na-
gions. Born with abilities for such sceneshe
had been early inducted into the field of dan-
pers and trials inthe Wesr. He possessed
hat guick forecast, that ready decision, and
hat fraitful resource, which are essential el-
emeants of greatness in a leader. - With an
intuitive knowledge of character, a quick ap-
preciation of right, a strang perception of the

¥ interests and policy that sway both white and
Wred men, and an absorbing sense of duty to
his country, he grasped the class of duties be-
A fore him with a master’s hand. It was not
s amere physical boldness that such a station re-
quired. The policy to be pursued in govern-
ang the multiplied and conflicting tribes, the
fplots and counterplots to be circumvented the
means and agents to be employed, and a
thousand other matters, demanded the initia-
tive to be assumed at the moment on his own
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judgement of the soundness and propriety of

the measures; and under these circumstances,
and at such a distance {rom the seat of central
power the sanction of government was often,
if_not invariably, in cases of moment, an event
which followed the execution of the duty. It
was this moral intrepidity—this strong con-
victioh of right—that had animated his voice
and gmded his pen, as his published papers
show, in the events of the two preceding cam-
paigns. But ifhe yet exhibited a martial
front, he did not come to task to govern the
Indian tribes by force a single moment after
tligir submission. His policy was eminently
one of peace. He knew the nature of man
well enough to know that persuasion is the
great moral lever of success; and he had
studied the red race sufficiently to observe
that they did not form an exception to the
general axiom. He regarded their vices,pas-
slons, and caprices as the result of ignorance
and the want of education. He pitted the
severity of their fate, and sought by his poli-

£y to reclaim them, and introduce the arts of

peace and civilization intotheir villages at the
#arliest practical moment. All his treaties
and public actsdenote this. If he had shown
the Vigilance of a Wayne in war, he evinced
the benevolence of a William Penn in peace.

Its proposed to examine into the charac-

ter of lisservices at that gloomy period, and

10 extibit some of the leading features of his

Icy as the administrator of the general gov-
erament on the fronuers, A glance at the
general nature of hig eivil government may

se:ve (o denote the importance of the duties
bafore him.

The administration
governor of Michi
_lnd_lan affairg in t
Pperiod of eigh

of General Cass, as
gan, and superintendant of
X he northwest, embraces a
een years,extending from 1813
to alr?gl It has been seen, that agt the age of
Lo 5',1 :::nkmg every consideration of rank
Bafetp {eﬁ and intent alone on the honor and
o fV o' 1S country, and the protection of
: rontiers—rnenaced as they then were, at
= fﬁue t:nomeqt, by an Indian and a British
iy gll rew himself fearlessly into the con-
Musi ounting his horse on the banks of the
R "8um, and seizing his rifle, at the f
. 8 of alar he Y 'rs{
Binglenes ¢ 02 Tushed to the field, with
ham ha dO, Purpose, as a Marion and a Puyt.
totic one in 1776. His address to the
on this occasion, elected
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ader, is couched “in thoughts
d words that barn.” It ean-
be quoted at length in these sketches, but
not be q les, like those of his ezposure of the
,‘fm, a shiort time after,may
be emphatically al l‘lde(tlxet:r’ a’ln;co:l::dermg
him iu the new position - n WT ozcupy
as the executive officer of a new Territory,
and the eloquence of both these papers, as
reserved in the journah of thg day, is com-
- | P ended to the young, that sheir hearts, like
his, may be early embued with the love of
coantry. They reveal three strong points:
duty. Lnor and faithfulness to the constitution
—points of political rally which were thrown
out hastily, in the storm of excitement that
couvulsedy the perod, but which, nevertheless,
well marked the fixed and patriotic character
of the MaN, and have formed the unvarying
principles of bis ard course Placed in
every subsequent "™situation, at home and
abroad, his watchwords have been, pury,Hon-
oR, and FAITHFULNESS TO THE' PRINCIPLES OF
THE cONSTITUTION. Those sentiments, it has
been observed,animated him in his first brisk
conflict with the enemy on the banks of the
Canard or Taronstee, and again during the
ever memorable and trying scenes which
both immediately preceded and followed the
disgraceful surrender of Hull at” Detroit !—
No attempts of the friends of the late General
Hull in later days 10 wipe out the disgrace of
that surrender, or disinter his reputation from
the tomb, and to relievg it by casting shades
upon that of a fearless witness, is at all likely
to alter the judgment of his military peers, or
to lessen the force of the historic odium which
rests upon his name 1n consequence of that

most humiliating transaction.

It is important to bear this thrilling era in
mind, and to remember the high and prom:-
nent part borne in it by Colonel Cass, n
branding it in its true colors, at the capital
of his country, and thus preparing the minds
of the people and the government for making
a new and vigerous effort for regaining the
possession of the country which Hull had lost.
“ When the forces landed in Canada,” ob-
serves the indignant officer, in his report to
the Secretary of War, on the 10th of Septem-
ber, 1812, “ they landed with an ardent zeal,
and stimulated with the hope of conquest.—
Had an immediate attack been made upon
Maldén, it would doubtless have fallen an ea-
sy vietory. The ammunition was placed in
the wagons, the cannon were embarked on
board the floating batteries, and every requis-
ite article was prepared.» The spirit and zeal,
the ardor and ammation displayed by the offi-
cersand men,on learning the near accomplish-
ment of their wishes, were a sure and sacred
pledge, that m the hour of trial they would
not be found wanting in duty to their country
and themselves. But a change of measures,
in opposition to the wishes and opinion of all
the officers, was adopted by General Hull —
The plan of attacking Malden was abandon-
ed, and, instead of acting offensively he broke |
up our camp and re-crossed the river in the
night, without even the shadow of the enemy
to injure us.”

Such werethe views with which this young
cfficer regarded the retrogiade movement
from Canada, and such were the burning
feelings of disgrace with which, eight days
after that ill-starr«d initiative- movement, he
returned from the wild passes oi the Huron,
and the ambuscaded wooils of Maguagon, to
behold the flag of his country needl-ssly,
hopelessly, and disgracefully surrendered to
the enemy. Neither the relative force of that
enemy, ncr the necessities of the times, de-
manded, or in the least justified the measure
“ But,” he gxclaims indignantly, “had we
been totallv 'destitute of provisions, our duty
and our ialerest was To FIGHT. The enemy
invited vs to meet him in the field. By de-
feating him, the whole country would have
been open to us, and the object of our expedi-
tion gloriously and successfully obtained. If
we had be»n dcfeated, we had nothing to do
but te retreat to the fort, and make the best
defence which circumstances and our situa-
tion rendered piactieable. But basely to sur-
rendered without firing a gun—tamely io sub-
mit without raising a buyouet—disg-rac;futly
to pass in review béfore an enemy, inferior
in quality, as well as the number of his forces,
were circumstances whizh excited feelings of
indignation more easily felt than described.
To see the whole of our men, flushed with
the hope of victory, eagerly awaiting the ap-
proaching contest; to see them afterwards
dispirited, hop-less; and desponding, at least
500 shedding tears because they were not al-
lowed to meet their country’s foe and to fight
their country’s battles, excited sensations
which no ..merican has ever before had
cause to feel, and which 1 trust in God will
never again be felt, while one man TemaIns
to defend the standard of the Union.”

Duty. honor. and faithfulngss to the consti-
tution, alike spuin the act. 1t was with these
sentiments that he returned to that frontier
in 1813, at the head of a brigade, along with
the banded chivalry of Kentucky and Ohio.
He pursued the encmy to the banks of the
Thames, where the opinion of superiority 1n
the American troops, which he had expressed
the year before on the nefarious surrender of
Hull, were nobly vindicated and displayed in
the entire rout of the British army, and. its
deceived and bewildered Indian allies.” And
it was with a like exaltation of the senti-
ments of duty and fidelity to his country, that
he assumed the civil and military govern-
ment of the territory of Michigan.

We have now reached a new basis for his
fame. It wasHERE, indeed, as the active and
indomitable representative of the President,
that he developed talents as a eivilian, law-
giver, and a diplomatist, a careful_ adminis-
trative officer, and statesman, which have
laid the firmest foundation for his reputation.
For it must be confessed, in surveying the
pages of history, that while military skill is
essential to raise the drooping spirns of na-
tions, and takes strong hold of the sympathies
of men, mere military skill—mere physical
courage, with the coolness to contrive and ex-
ecute the plan of a battle or a campaign, with-
out civil talents, and an entire: devotion to,
and understanding of, the laws and constitu-
tion of a country, is the most dangerous tal-
ientwhich has ever been cherished by na.
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tion. Liule do we apprehend the dazzle of
suchmisnamed heroie,but really tyrannic traits
in this Union ; but it isthe policy of a wis
people, who love the maxims of peace, law,
and justice, to guard every avenue against
the approach of unchastened footsteps to the
temple of freedom. There has been but one
Washington 1n the world, and but one Burr
In Ameriza. Butthe genus of the latter 18
rife of history; and when we see large and
respected masses of men selected for their
wisdom and pre-eminent professions for a con-
servative tone of government casting their
carefully cherished principles away, and uni-
ting in wild huzzas for mere millitary renown
it behooves the people 4o reflect, and seek for
the old landmarks of fiberty which have gui-
ded our fathers through the storm gnd the bat-
tle. It 1sthe oaken leaf of democracy that
cyowned their heads. Y

Cass was emitiently the man for the posi-
tion in which the sagacity of Mr. Adams had
now placed him. sﬁe governorship of Mich-
igan, in 1813, was no idle post; no sinecure.
The iron footsteps of war had fallen heavily
and with a crushing weight upon it. War
still raged within it, and around it, and the
executive had, during all that year, surround-
ed as he was by a savage foe,and through the
whole of 1814, and the winter of 1815, up
to June, to wield both the sword and the pen.
There was as much decision, care, and Wis-
dom required to use the one as the other.—
And when peace came, and the inhabitants
began to flee back from forts and stockades
to their ancient fields and settlements, these
had to the eye of the beholder more the as-
peet of some dilapidated, overrun, and war-
wasted district, along the Belgian_ borders of
the Rhine or Scheld, in the days of Philip II,
than a bone fide American territory.

The first effort of Governor Cass's policy
was to reconstruct the dilapidated govern-
ment, and lay the foundation of social order:
to secure the peace of the frontier with the
Indian tribes—to protect the existing seftle-
ments, and provide for enlarging them by
treaties—and to connect the feeble and expos:
ed distriets by roads and bridges which a team
could pass—converting mere trails into wag-
on roads, and to extend these from the an-
cient valleys, where alone the French popu-
lation was located, to interior points of the
peninsula. For it was a singular trait, and one
which bespoke the litile enterprise of the old
inhabitants, or else their attachment to inter-
vale lands, that they lived entirely on the
mere skirts of the territory along the main
rivers, and had not penetrated, for any pur-
pose of agriculture, into the interior. It was
not tiil about 1818-'19, that the present attrac-
tive vaklands—one of the widest tracts of the
best wheat-growing districts in America—wWas
explored ; and sucu was the low esiumate in
which the interior of Michigan generally was
held, that the lands were absolutely reported
by commissioners sent out to view them, as
uofit to be given in bouniy lands to the sol
diers of the late war. These commissioners
had, indeed, never penetraied through the wet
and heavy forest extending but twelves miles
back frem Detroit! 1 well remember the
feelings of exultation and triumph which, in
1319, attended the return of*the first explor-
ing parties which had penetrated tothe pres
ent site of the town of Pontiac and the banks
of the Sciawassa—then a perfect terra incog-
nita, though the former was within thirty
miles of Detroit ]

Courts of law and orf record were establish-
ed, new counties erected, surveys of the pub-
lic lands set on foot, and other facilities crea-
ted in the territory for inviting and sustaining
an emigrant population. For several years
after the war, there was indeed but a slow
increase of population, the tide of emigration
setting strong towards the attractive valleys
of the Ohio, the Wabash, and other mure
southerly lantudes. There was still a preju-
dice m the public’'mind against Michigan and
the upper lake region generally. as a farm-
ing country, which had its origin in the un-
favorable report above mentioned, as saue-
tioned by offieial authority, whieh 1t required
ume and the acquisition and diffusion of cor-
rect geographical information to correct—
Govwernor Cass did not allow this fact to es-
cape him, but determined to encourage and
set on foot efforts, in various ways, to explore
the coumr{, and spread abroad the results in
the journals and other popular forms. Those
who are curious in this matter, will find full
evidence of this policy 1n an exanimation of
the files of the early newspapersand journals
of the frontier—a means of intelhgence which
is, indeed, almost the only early rescource of
a feontier population, and generally supplies
the great want of books in the wild anganew
settlements for many years. He was Of the
numbes of those men, however, who beleive
that it is not|/enough to recommend to others
eligible modes for the encouragement and
progress of society ; but who are ever read
to give lestimeny of sincerity in their plans,
by becoling efficient actors themselves.

Fortunately ‘or the progress of knowledge,
his duties as superintendent of Indian affairs
—a department of his administration in which
he arose to emineuce, and acquired great in-
fluence with the Indian tribes—called for re-
search in the names,nambers, and loeation of
these tribes, in the remote part of his jurisdic-
tion; and he was thus placed n a position to
muke the exploration and investigation of the
topography, and resources, and the native
population concurrently. -

‘in 1819 he originated the plan of an ex-
pedition through the series of apper lakes, by
way of the head of Lake Superior, to the ex-
treme upper Mississippi with the view of tra-
cing this niver to its souree. In this - expedi-
tion, the plan of which received the sanction
of the government, he was furnished with a
competent engineer and topographer, with
a military escort, a min ist and geologist,
and several other observers and assistants,
which means the original objects were secur-
ed, and the government placed ia the posses-
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Jication 0f—§h0 narrative of this tour, which
had attracted public attention, brought the
region into notice, caused the fertility and ad-
vantages of Michigan and northern 1llinois
and Wisconsin 1o be properly appreciated, |
and drew the attention of many persons, for
the first time, to the bold and energetic indi-
vidual to whose life and character these sketehs
esare devoted. During this expedition, treat-
jes were formed with the Ottowas at Arbre !
Croche, with the Chippewas at Sauli Ste|
Maria, and witn the Chippewas at the fulls
of St. Anthony. About five thousand miles |
of lake and river coast were tr |
sketched by this expedition Gov. Cass had
conferred with a very large number of 1ot
Jian bands, who .hﬁd only known the govern- |
ment of the United States by rumor. He
had explored the channels of the Mississippi
by it windiggs, falls, and rapidgypearly five
hundred miles above the point where Pike en-
camped, and terminated his exploration by
water in 1806. It had brought himjn‘o per-
sonal acquaintance with all the leading chicfs
of these expanded regions, and it 1s from this
time that the Department of War dates the
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watomies oi Illinois and

nomonies and Winnebagoe
igan, (now Wisconsin
oux, Sacs and Foxes,

Indiana ; the Me-
sof Western Mich-
) aud a part of the Si-

and vari . .
bands at la:ge, who roved ::?;l:is ff}‘éﬁ&ﬁﬁ
through the lake region and forests of the
north. These ladians, from the best estimates
formed, in the aggregate, at the time he took
up his official residence at Dotrort, about 40
000 souls, few of which resorted to
prineipal American station.
According to the orthnary mode of reduc-
tion, tuis number of sculs would bring into

A
any otlier

aversed and | the field an aggregate of rising of eight thou-|

sand warrtors. Such a.. Tn
ded n small predatory part

-

ies of several hun-

dred each. and scattered along a line of fron-
tier extending fifteen hundred miles, from |
| southeast 10 northwest, was suited to alarm |
the countiy, harrassed asthe settlements noith-
west of the Olno had already been by a pain-

ful and murderous war of detachments and
ambuscades, of nearly four years continuance,
I.e. 1311ito 1815 ; for this was the Indian
period of hostilities.

To add to the dissatisfaction felt by the In

lian forze, Lli\'i~‘c.lt-strnclion was the

y of the spacious and fine

by | tended ajong the iake coasts,

ermanent establishment  of its authoriy and
Faws among the leading tribes of the "west
and northwest.

Governor Cass had, indeed, .in a peeuliat
manner, drawn upon himself the eyes of the
large body of Indians upon that frontier.—
These Indians occupied the country extead!
ing to the 49th parallel of latitnde, which
separates the United States from Upper Cant
ada and the Hudson’s Bay Territory, quite
to the Rocky Mountains. He stood upon

of the United States tribes, but as the smieLp
and PROTECTOR of the northwestern States
and Territories, against the aggr ssions and
incursions of the fierce and warlike 1ribes
and bands, who located on the British side of
the boundaries—fixed as those tribes have
been, from the earliest times, in hostility te
the United States, and urged on and excit.d,
as they were, to continue this hostility, after
the peace of 1814. This hostility, as isknown|
was kept up by foreign emissaries and tra-
lers, chiefly of the numerous and influential
class of the boisbrules. :
To comprehend the true character of his
administration of Indian affuirs, it may bg
proper to advert, for a moment, to the great
extent of the line of frontier committed to
him, and the number of the tribes who weré
either placed under his jurisdiction, or whose
power and influence on the tribes south of
the hines it was necessary to waich and coun-
feract. No estimate, indeed, can be foimed
of the difficulties and importance of Ris pub-
lic services withou. reference to this branch
of information. For, not ouly dil the native
tribes look to him as the personification of the
American goveinment on this boundary, bur
the government iseli had, in effect,an? from
the very mecessities of the case, intrusted to
nim its FORMEN INTERIOR POLICY on these
{rontiers. . |
Taking up the map, it will be seen that
the line of frontier committed to hitn 1n the
autumn of 1813 extended from lh_t' lake §hore's
of Ohio through the straits of Detroit, St.
Clair, and St. Mary’s, and- the connecliug
links of Lakes Erie, St. Clair, Huion and Su
perior, to the old grand portage west of Fort
William, on the later lake; and thence by
the series of lakes and portages, tirough the
Rainy lakes, to the 49th degree, at 111:: northi—
west extremity of the Lake of the Woods —
The line thence west had been drawn by
the treaty o Gheut to and dropped af the
Rocky Mountains. Such a line it was sup-
poseld, at that era, and truly so, ‘_L\'()uld 110:!
cioss the Mississippi—a stream which, 1t hag
siace been found, flows, at first from ats or-
gin in Irasca lake zowards the north an easty
for a considerable distance. So far, howeved,
as there was a civil or administrative juiis
diction exhibited 3]0[1g that t.-.‘i_'uhlllu hue, Iif{-
was exercised from the exccutive chair and
superintendency of DETRUIT. Not jess t.h;m
1,500 miles of fiontier were included l.m“"m
the west cape of Maomee bay, being th:‘
most easterly pomnt of Michigan, and l‘l_u‘ 4.9“1
pﬂl'allel. where it crosses the l}.'.‘tl uv}-a (ﬁf
Lake Winni eg, above Fort Douglass, in the
settlements o? Lord Selkirk. ‘
It was urged py Governor Cass, b“'fmf th
Secretary of War, immediately after his e
A into that remote re-
turn from his expedition 0 <t L
i h f litary post (O the |
gion, to push forward a munary
foot of lake Superior, au
the western Indian agenc!
sion for it had ceased, nam¢ o _
nes, on the Wabash, to the Siaah Ste. M"ﬂr]?}
of Michigan. He advocated LI
“adlsgn B'dl'l'dL‘-l\S, at
part of the troops from ! o Mary's
Sackett’s Harbor,on lake Ontario;to 5t t-‘f of
not without strong objections onl b o
strong

l'!le Secretar 7, who at las
tion of not(g

.

|

es, wheie the occa-
ly, from Vincen-

post, 00 the score
quejlers which had
iruse. % Then re

Secretary of War,

isturbing that

been put up there for the

plied General Cass to the

“if this nl ground for not c:m:le_r:n_igr
the remu?r:]thii t:vol{ld he far better 1mmedﬁatu-
ly w0 clap a torch to the barracks and dué?
them down.” The appeal prevallcd, fmhunrll
Mary’s was established,—3 post thrF(,D e
red and pinety miles northwest 0 ‘elm'l.’
and the Aperican flag was permancntiy 10i8
ted upon the identical spot at that place Il?
1822, where, about two ycals before, lgame \d
on the 16th of June, 1820, he had, a ne,atx:‘{1
naked-handed, walked into an exs;.sgmia :

hostile camp of ChippeWas; and pulle dt_o::i
the British flag, with expressions ol ‘1'1'.1 l;g e
tion. It was there, in fach that a Bru's -
fluence had Jong been exerted. Jt was

old headquarters ©

Company, who had ma
against us in the warl:
the kindred and allied
and Oua.wa,s, were and are

frontier, “Fhe

great Chippe
tends far into the Cana

das an

sion of a valuable body of information for
the guidance of its military and interior ad-
ministration. ‘The open season of 1820 was
devoted to this expedition; which reached the
high and remote point on the sources of the

ted by geographers, Cass Laxe. The pub-

Mississi gpi, which has been since denomina-|the

of Hudson’s bay. Allthes
had been lel to battle agal
paigns of 1812, 1813, an
also placed uynder his 89
Wyandotts, Senecas, an

nst us in the Cam

the Wabash; the

h the Delewares of
l

that wide frontier, no. only as having charge |

L Lndians to the riritish depots, that the fict wes

| to transter one of !

t defended his posi-4

f the British Northwest
rshalled the Indians
The large body of
tribes, the Chippewas
still widely ex-
and forest of that
wa familyt' ex-
d the territory
hese multiplied tribes

d 1814. Cass had
perintende,nce ti}e
d Shawnees of Ohio;

e d Piankeshaws, and
Mlannea, Weas, an _PO".&‘

dians, on the result of the war, and give point

pinched by want, by the loss of their trade,
land the failare of gamne amidst forest reces-
| ses. which had been trampled down by the
| marching of the troops. More than all, they
f were goaded on in their dislikes to the Amer-
icans by the emissaries of foreign govern-
yments, who sti// continued their efforts to
| Sway the feelings of the American ladians.
| Malden, or Amherstburg, as the British now
called that once néted depot, and Drummond
[sland. the Manatoulines, and Penetanguish-
ine, were still the annual resorts of the bor-
der tribes, irrespective of the national boun-
dary line. By fay the largest portion of these
annual visitors to the British depots came
from the regions of the Maumee, the St. Jo-
seph’s, Chicago,Rack river. Prairie du Chicn,
and the almost illimitable regions lying n
west of wviichilimackinac ]
boundary.

It was the effort to break up these visitsdor |

fealty to a foreign power, where they were |
supplied with arms and ammunition, and to |
' teach themn their true interests and duties, |
both to themselves and the United States, that |
constituted one of the peculiar and arduous
branches of administrative duly that marked
the superintendency of Gen. Cass. It was not
tll the treaty of Gnent that both the Iudians
and British dwellers along these lines 'were in
fact taughU that the old Franklinean bounda-
ry of 1783 was not to be altered ; that they
could nof drive the Americans back to the
line of the Ohio or the lilinois—a thing the
[ndians eonfidently predicted—and that the
American flag and the American laws were
to bear sway 1n the northwest as well as east,
cluse up 1o the line 3eparating the two coun-
tries. But even this vas a speecies of infor-
mation which was oot told the tribes prompt-
ly, ur, il told at all by the reckless and de
praved class of interpreters at the British
posts, told in such a manner as to destroy s
proper effict upon the deluded tribes. This
lurnished the best, and, indeed, only rational
excuse for such acts of hosulity as were met
by General Cass, and put down at St. Mary’s |
in 1820, and on the Fox and Wisconsin in |
1827, and for the ruthlessand sanguinary out-
break of the Sacs and Foxes under Black-
hawk, in 1832, which immediaiely followed
the withdrawal of this vigilant officer from
that frontier, It was in the local alarms and
disturbanees which these visits to Malden pro-
dueed, that tae first symptoms of this Black-
bhawk war arose, and the militia of Michigan

1
‘

orth-
, and south of Ghent '

to tieir illsmotheréd hostility, they were |

|

L

-

bear When, however, peace returned, and
found large bodies of wadlike savages filling
that portion of our country, it found also, that
 ther attachments to England were keptalive
by the subsidies given to them, Our whole
frontier was held in a state of greater or less
lalarm; and all the outbreaks which took
| Place among them could be traced to the as-
|cendency acquired over them by this system,
and to the purpose to which it was directed.

They came o the great English storehouse
|88 regularly as the ox that knoweth his own-
er, and the ass his masterls ¢rib; and they
were fed from that crib, and many deeds of
consequence. After some
| years, howeyer, and owing, probably, to the
refnonstraaces of our government, the depot
was changed, and was established at Druua-
mond’s Island in Lake Huron, then almost
| without the sphere of our obseivation, When
"however, t% Tadians receded, and Drum-
| mond’s Island passed under our Junsdiction,
anothier change was made, and perhaps more
changes since that time; for, owing to other
occupations, I have lost sight of the subject for
some years."—Speeck of Hon. Lewis Cass, of

i
|

Michigan, on the proposed occupation of Yuca-
tan, delivered inthe Senale of the United Stales
May 10, 1848, '
rom Detroif to the settlements of Lord Sel-
kitk on Red river, there is seated along the
British lines a large boisbrule population—a
class who, to the forest arts and subtlety of
the huater’s life, add, to a greater or less ex~
tent, the intelligence, enterprise, and spirit of
trade of the European. Many of them, how-
ever, who have not had the means of educa-
tion, are little removed from the Indians them-
selves, living in temporary cabins,and pursu-
ing the chase. Others fulfil the daties of in-
terpreters at the post or at the factories of
trade, or conduct the minor operations of the
[ndian trade at or near the Indian villages.
Few have risen to the management of a de-
parim ot of trade—a term that embraces a
local district.  All are mtimate with the lan-
guages, wishes, and wants of the Indians, to

| whom they are related by the ties of blood,

and over whom they exercise a controlling in-
fluaence- The whole of this class, north of
the lises, are under the influence, niore or less
immediately exerted, of the British fur com-’
pauics—companies chartered by Parliament,
with large and exclusive powers—who exert,
‘n these northern lattitudes, no little part of
the powers of the kindred monopaly of the
East India Company. Gain, with these
companies, becomes a far more stringent prins
ciple of action than love of country. Their
agents and servants are stimulated to glean
the forests, with a sort of miiitary precision,
up to the American lines. Here their out-
posts are fixed, and every inducement held
out for the American Indians to visit them,
and dispose of their hunts. At unprotected
points the American soil was often, and is
still often invaded for the purpose of trade.—
Trading clerks, with their entire oatfits, have
thus been seduced from their duty and car-
ried intd the British pracincts. . American
flags have been forcibly ‘taken from chiefs,
and replaced by British flags ; and there is

| an mstance where a whole village of Chip-

pewas, in the bleak angle of country west of
the Grand Portage, were wholly removed on
sleds in the winter season, and thus prevented
[rom hunting for an American trader. These
incursions have been frequently carried to the
St. Peter's, sweeping the game in all the
plains north and west of that stream, quite to
the banks of the Missouri. :

The fierce rivalry with which this trade
was carried on, has perhaps never been equal-
led on this continent. The murder of Mr.

and Hlicois were promptly ordered uuder
arms to quell it.  But the plot had not been |
watched and nipp-d in the bud,und its effects |
could vot be arr.sted ull the entire army of
the Union was put in mction.

The supplying of arms to our Indians, in a
time of peace, constituted so extraordinary a
icature 1n these political pilgrimages of the |

netorious to all the froutiers. It was early
biought to the notice of the Secrctaiy of War,
and is powstedly alluded to i a recent debate
in the Senate :

“ [ am not digpozed (said Gen: Cass in the
discussion arsing fiom the Yucatan overture)
o r} ¢t the i-_-:.:.;Jln:S of ]1.':‘«!’-1!'_\', because the
truths they teach may be harsh and unac-
ceptionable. I Konow ihat arms have been
futnishied to Ladians within the United States
by the agents of the Hritish gov rumeunt, and
by the dizections of that government ; and 1
may thence -diaw the legitimate couclusion
that such an act is within its code of political
ethics, and may b done when called for by
politwal considerations. The measure to
which I refertook place when the distinguish-
b ed senator frem South Carolina (Mr. Calloun)
presided over the Depariment of War, and
connected his name so permanently and so
briliiantly with the history of its administra-
tion. He came to i, sir, when it was lan-
guid, exhausted by the exertions of a terrible
war, and when it was comparatively wrhout
order or energy ; and hgleft it in a high state
of organization, prompt in its administration,
economical in its expenditures, and with a
pervaling spirit cortrollndg all its branches.

|

termination of their labors than that they
should retire from them with a reputation
equal to his. Reports of the distribution of
arms by the British anthorities to tite Indians
in the United States were repeatedly made to
him, and the matter became the subject of
formal diplomatic representations to the Brit-
ish government. [ think the senator from
South Carolina must have a general recoliec-
tion of the affair. (Hsre Mr. Calhoun gave
a sign of assent.) ,

% For many years the various Indian tribes

[ can wish his successors no more fortunate |

Wadin at Grand Poitaga, n violation of the
rights ¢f hospitality, in 1781, and the barbar-
ous assassination of Owen Keveny, at 1h%
Dalles, on Ramny Lake river, in 1816, denote
the reckless and unchastened spirt which may
animate a cominercial rivalry 1n positions re-
mote from the ordinary restraints of law™ and
morality. The very same year that marked
the tragedy of the Dalles, éov Semple was
shov down on the plains near Fort Dougiass,
on Red river. These were the results of in-
ternal strifes between rival incorporated Brit-
ish companies. Nor were the American tra-
lers, who proceeded to those lines under h-
cense 10 trade from Gov, Cass’s superintend-+
cucy, exempled from these sanguinary scencs, -
which were n these cases generally encoun-
tered from the Indian gun or tomahawk. In
a report made to the War Department by
the most remote agent on that frontier, it 1s
shown that 42 American citizens perished on
that line from various casualities, in availing
themselves of their official permission to trade,
within a penod of twelve years, terminating
with Gov. Cass’s services in 1831. Of thig
namber, 26 were assassinated.

These latier cases were the subjects of offi-
cialor judicial inquiry and investigation.—
The records of the couits of that terhitory,
and of'the agencies of [ndian affairs; will show
that, in numbers of cases, the murderers were
taken, or surrendered to the civil authorities,
and in some cases the extreme penalty of the
law visited upon the offenders. The rights
of citlzenship were vindicatgd, aud the lav.lrl
of the country promptly maintained ; and its
capacity of y.iu-l-liug pmleclion,tq_!:lle most re-
mote ol its native and adopled citizens, fully
vind.caied. Gov. Cass was ever prompt 1
his attention to the multiplied duties growing
out of this braach of the execution of the n-
tercourse laws, carefully investigating com-
plaints, suggesting modes of action to the min-
isterial officers of the department, and exerci-
sing the functions of a vigilant sentinel, mild,
yet firm, on the frontiers. palls_ of humpmly
and justice ever found a quick response in his
breast.

Few men have, her ever looked at

as far as the Mississippi, and sume of them
west of that river, were annually invited to
Fort Malden, at the mouth of the Detroit nv-
er, where large supplies of arms, of ammuni-
tion, and clothing, and of other articles .of

the problem of the - civilizauon of the North
Amencan tribes with a deeper appreciation
of both the duties and the difficulties which
lie in the way of its solution. None have
asked with more absorbing interest than he

taste or comfort, agreeably to their habits,
were distributed to them. 1 speak of years
of peace. IfI went back to years of war, I

|

could tell another tale—a tale of human flesh
—of American flesh—sold in the market like
butehers’ meat in the shambles. But I for-

has, “ How are we to afford them any aid ?”
“ How are we to preserve them from decline
and extinction ¥ It was his lot early to be
thrown into contact with thig lost branch of
the race of mankind ; and he, at one period,

-
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