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* BY W. B. GULICK

¢ 1 would give worlds to kiss that lovely brow,

& VW hile my poor heart will pine in love and
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e > e
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From the Louisville Joufnal.
To Mary.

' BY ToM TEAZEL:

1 iouked upon thee in thy beauty’s pride,
Bewitching Mary, :
And dreamed naught fairer dwelt in all the

R B e
departure; placing it in a oy 3 : ;
ment, where it had fortundtely attracted no
attention.

‘The robbery had, apparently, been com
mitted by more than one person ; and, it was
natirally suspected, by persons well aczqaint-
«d with the house and with the circumstances
of itsinhabitants. The house itself, which

Bright realm of fairy. [wide
I eaw thee like a vision from above
One little minute

But that briet space had months and years of
' And madness in it. [love

For who could look on such a prize, nor séek
To be a winner? _

0, love might make, by gazing on thy cheek,
A hearty dinner. '

'I_'}; y dark eyes shone, twin visions of delight,
Beneath their lashes,

Uatil to me the very air seemed bright

| In their bright flashes.

Alas! those eyes were resting on a young
And handsome jeweller,

VW lile scarce on me a passing glance was

: What could be crueller? |flung—

And yet in dreams the lustre of those eyes
Shines on me nightly—

No gem of earth, no star of yonder skies
E’er shone inore brightly.

Thy hair flows round thy brow like clouds at
Round some snnw-summig, [eve

‘And for one look a thousand lovers;grieve,

" But they can’t come it.

® "Thou'rt gone. but yet memory of thy form

' = Is deep and lasting—

That glimpse was like the flash that gilds the
Brief,bright,and blasting. [sworm—

Or that voung dimple—
But 1 must cease this rhapsody or thoa
Wilt think me simple.

And so farewell ! the world’s admiring throng
Will fain caress thee,

~ Ah well—God bless thee ! [song—
Yurewell! by these my dreams in wdod and
Will oft be brightened ; [glen

But thou wilt never dream of me, save when
By nightmares frightened.

Farewell! heneceforth I heed not cure or woe,
For deep and tender

Within the temple of my soul will glow
Thy beauty’s splendor.

And now a last farewell—the last indeed—
Bright belle of Shelby !

I cannot render thee thy beauty’s meed—
Where’s Mrs. Welby ?

was almost the only respectable one in the
neighbbrhood, was situated in a retired street.
‘I'he neighboring dwellings were inhabited
by the poorer classes, and Hot & feiy of the
less reputable members of society. The in-
ner fosse of the town, which was navigable,
flowed along the end of the garden through
which the theives had, apparently gained ad-
mittance, being separated from the garden
only by a thin thorn hedge. It was conjec-
tured thal the thieves had made their wa
close to the hedge by means of a boat, and
f;'nm thence had clambered over into the gar-
feﬂsﬂlon the walks and flower beds of which
00t marks were traceble.

The discovery of the robbery had created.
a general sensation, and the house was sur-
rounded by a crowd of curious idlers, whom
it requured some effort on the part of the polite
to prevent from intriiding into the premises.—
One of them only, a baker, and the inhabitant
of the house opposite that of the widow; stc-
ceeded m making his way in along with the
officers of justice. His acquaintances await-
ed his return with impatience, trusting to be
able, from his revclations, to gratifly theif curj-
osity at secoud hand. If eo, they were dis-

of mystery, answered equivocally, and observ-
ed that people might suspect many things of
which it might not be safe to speak. . -
In proportion, however, to his taciturnity
was the loguaciousness of a wool spinner,
Leendert Van N——=, the inhabitant of the
co-ner house next to that of the window —
He mingled with the groups who were dis-
cussing the subject; dropped hints that he
had his own notions as to the culprits, and
could if necessary, give a clue to their discov-
ery. -Among the crowd who were observed
to listen to these effusions was a Jew dealerin
porcelain, a suspected spy of the police. Be-
fore evening the wool-spinner received a
summons (o the town-house, and was éalled
upon by the burgomaster for an explanation
of the suspicious expressions he had used.—
He stammered, hesitated, pretended he knew
of nothing but general grounds of suspicion,
like his neighbors ; but being threatened with
stronger measures of compulsion, he at last
agreed to speak out, protesting, at the same
time, that he could willingly have spared per-
sons against whom he had no grudge what-
ever, and would have been silent forever, if
he had foreseen the consequences of his indis-
cretion.
‘The substance of his diselosure was to this
effect. —Opposite the German post-house. at

-

' THEBLUEDRAGOON.

An Extraordinary Story of Ciréuhstan-
tial Bvidence.

81 T'he following tale, selected from a rare col-
lection of siagular Germean trials,was trans-
lated for Blackwool’s Magazine, and has

~ been read with the deepest interest, on both
sides of the Atantic.)

In the townof M .in Holland, there
ived, towards the elose of the last century,
an cllerly widow, Madame Andrecht.  She
bulabited a house of her own, in cumpany
with her maid servant. who was neaily ol ti

{the same age. She was in prosperous cir-
ainstances; but, being in delicate health,
and paralyzed on one side, she had few visit-

rs, aed seldom went abroad except to church,
or 10 visit the poor. Her chief recreation con-

Wistod it paying a visit in spring o her son,

Mo was sotfed as a surgeon in a village a
“w iniles of  'Oa these occasions, fearing a
clurn of a paralytic atack, she was invarr

ably accompanied by her maid, and, during

these visils, her own house was locked up,but

uninhabited and unrwatéhed. .

On the 30th of June, 17 , the Wwidow,
eturnimg to M from one of these ex-
ursions, found her house had ~been broken
ppen in her absence, and that several articley,
with all her jewels and winkets, had disap-
peared.  Information was immediately given

3 the authorities, and a strict investigation of

1> circumstances took place without delay.
The cld lady had been three weeks ab
P_!nt, and the lhci\'trs, of course, had ii_!hpl_e
isure for eir attempt.  They had evident-
g:ur_\--d arcess 1hough a window in the back
it of the honse communicaling with the
arien, one of the, panes of which had been
‘moved and the bolts of the window forced
ack, <0 a3 1o admit of its being pulled up.—
W i bols of the back-door leading into the
3 :?-h.-n had also been withdrawn, as if the

o

ik T Wwers had withdrawn their plunder in that

fecion. The other doors and windows

pere wninjured © and reveral of the rooms
RIveared o have been unopened.  The fur-

iure, generally, was untouched ; but the
"l i |-01’)35‘-!.‘rb.‘; haJ l"ﬂl(‘ndl.'j remuving Lhem, but
ad been interrupted or pursued.

At the same time it was evident they had
. very deliberately abeut their work.—
= ceiling and doors of a heavy old press,
lr drawers of which had been secured by
,_':_::El-".’jr_“'1__“"*‘” constructed locks, had been
A iy w :Fh so much neatness that no part
"i'inu' ;‘l:;)ttl!-w:;rk had been injured. The
e *’f'_i"ofthllee oors were left standing by
ey press. The contents, consist-

3 LJewels, articles of value, and fine lin-
- Two strong boxes were
Ol
1 brokey open, from which gold and sil-

. “I coy : o
oities €O, with some articles of clothing, had

e “vn abstracted

Buﬂ_’ Neh glilrlens.
p"o“ he hG

rtcles The value of the missing
S amounted to about two thousand

* Nouge H ! othe
T articl; , however, contained many' cth

3 0f value,which singularly enough,

. 1P afl eseapeq . 4
P . =" Ape the e v
,‘,cllr_‘ articu] e o ¢ notice of the thieves. In

. » e greater of the wilow’

R 'Y Consisted of property in the funds
fﬂfw 710 ligations for which were deposited not,
( ’ the p PR . . B

whe e i‘L} ahove_ mentioned, but in an iron
e B " her sleeping room. This chest she

, B “‘idinlnll.y removed, shortly before her

icien utensils were left in confusion, as if |

the hea! ot the street in which the wool-

| spinuer lived, there was a little ale house.—

Nicholas D was the laodlord. | He was|
generally known among his acquaintances,
not by his baptismal or family name, but by
the appellativn of the Blue Dragoon, from
having formerly served in the horse regiment
of Col. Van Wackerbarth, which was popu-
larly known by the name of the Blues—
About two years before, he had become ac-
qaainted with and marned Hannah, the for-
mer servant of Madame Andrecht, who had
been six years 1n that situation, and possessed
her entire confidence. Unwilling to part
with her attendant, and probably entertainio

no.favorablv. notion of the intended hpsban I,
Madame Andrecht had long thrown impedi-
ments in the way of the match, 8o that the
parties were obliged to meet =hi fly at night
and by stealth. Nicholas found his way into
the house at mght through the gaden of his
acquaintance, the wool-spinner, and across
the hedge which divided it from ’Madame An-
drecht's. OF these necturnal visits the  wool-
spinuer was at first cognizant, but fearful of
getting nto a scrape with his respectable
neighbor, he was under the necessity of intr:
mating to the bold dragoon, that if he intend
ed 1o continue his escalcades, he must do so
from some other quarter than his garden.—
Nicholas obeyed apparently, and desisted ;==
but, to the surprise of the woolspinner, he
found the lovers continded to meet not the
less reguialy, in Madame Andrecl.t’s garden.
One evening. however, the mystery was ex-
plained. The wool spinner, when returning
home after dark, saw tied to a post in the ca
nal. close by Madame Andrecht's garden,
one of those small boats, which were general-

from the magagine; and he at once” conjec-
tured that this was the means by which the
dragoon was enabled tocc ntinue his noctur-
nul assignations. With the recollection of
this passage in the landlord’s history was com-
bined a circumstance of recent ozcurrence,
trifling in itself, but which appeared curiously
to link in with mode in which the robbery ap-
peared to have been efiected.

Ten days before the discovery of the house-
breaking, and while the widow was in the
country, the wool-spinner stated that he
found, one morning, a dirty-colored hamdker-
chief lying on the grass bank of the fosse, and
exactly opposite his neighbor’s garden. He
took it up and put it in his pocket, without
thinking about it at the time. At dinner he

cumstance to his wife, shuwe:d her the hand-
kerchief, and observed, jestingly, “If Mad-
ame Andrecht were in town, and Hannah
-ere still in her service, we should say, our
old friend, the Blue Dragoon, had been ma-
king his rounds, and had dropped his hand-
Lerchief” His wife tack the handkerchief,
examined it, and exclaimed, ¢ In the name of
wonder, what 18 that you say? [Isnot Hnn’-‘
nah’s husband’s name Nicholas D—
pointing out to him at the same time the ini
tials N. D in the corner, Both, however,
had forgotten the circumstonce till the occur-
rence of the robbery naturally recalled itito
the husband’s mind. . !
The wool-spinner told his story simply ;—
his conclusions appesred unrestrained ; suspi-
cion became strongly directed against the
Blue Dragoon, and these saspicions were eor-
roborated by another circumstance which
emergered at the same ume. |‘

=
)

appointed, for, on his exit, he assumed an air | di

e = :
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burnt paper, which seemed to have been used
for lighting a pipe, was found on the floor,
near. _lile'p*tm,_;_q@mli had been broken open.
Neither Maddme Andrecht nor her maid
smoked ;“the polite officers had no pipes
whet they entered the house; so the maiwch
had, in all probability, been dropped on the
ground by the housebreakers. On examina-
tion of the remains of the - paper,*it appeared
to have been a receipt, such as was usually
granted by the excise to'inkeepers for pay-
ment of the d_ulggs on spirits received into the
town from a gistance, and which sefved as 8
permit entitleing the holder to put the article
into his cellars. The upper part of the re
ceipt, containing the name of the party to
whom it Wes granted, was burat, but the low-
et part was preserved; tontaining the signa-
ture of the excise officer, and the date of the
permit: it was the 16th Maich of the samie

ascertain what inkeeper in the town had, on
that day, received such a permtit for spirits.
From an examination of the excise register; it
appeared that on that day Nicholas D—
had received and paid the duties on several
ankers of Geneva. Taken by ilself, this
wotld have affored but slender evidence that
he had been the person who had used the pa
per for a match, and had dropped it within
Madame Andrecht’s room, but, taken ih con-
nection With the finding of the handkerchief.
and the suspicious history of his nocturnal
rambles which préamded it it strengthened n
ahigh degree the suspicions against the ex-

ragoon. g

@ ftef a short conmﬁ'tntion, orders were is-
sued for his apprehension. . Surprise, it was
thought, would probably extort from him an
immediate confession.  His wife, his father—
a man advanced in years—and his brother, a
shoemaker's apprentice, were apprehended at
the same time.

A minute gearch of tha house of the in-
keeper followed ; but none of the stolen prop-
erty were at first discovered, and indeed,
nothing that could excite suspicion, except a
larger amotint of money than might, perhaps,
have been expected. Xl last, a3 the search

found in one of the drawers a memorandum
book. This was one of the arti :les mention-
ed in the list of Malame Andrecht's effects;
and, on inspection, there could be no doubt
that this was the one referred to==jor several
pages bore private markings in her own hand-
writing, and in a side pocket were found two
letters bearirg her address. Beyond this
noune of the 1missing articles could be traced
in the house. '

The persons apprehended were severally
examined. Nicholas D—— answered every
question with the utmost frankness and un-
concern. He admitted the tith of the wool-
spinner’s story of his couriship, the nightly
scrambles over the hedge, and his subsequent
visits t» his intended by means of the forage

ly used by the dragoons for bringini forage | p

happened tofremember it, mentioned the cir-

hoat. The handkerchief he admitted to be
bis property. When and where he lost it he
could not say. It had ¢isappeared about six
months before, and he had thought no more
about it When the pocket-book which had
beén found was laid betore him, he gave it
back without embarrassment, declared he

possession, and shook his head with a look
of surprise and mcredulity when told where it
had been found. s brabidne O _

‘The other members of his hotisehold ap-
peared equally unembarrassed ; they express.
ed even greuter astonishment than. he had
Jone, that the pocket-hook, with which they
declared themselves entirely  unacqua nted,
should have been found in the place where it
was. The.young wife burst out into passion-
ale extlamations; she prowested tha’ it was
impossible ; or 1f the book was . really found
on the spot, that 1t was mexphicabl: to he
how it came there. The Saturday before.

hei apprenetision having t:kon place on =
hursday.) she had brushed out tie press from
top to bottom— ha:i clrarcd out the donteots,
and nothing of the kind was then to be found
there.

The behaviot of the married pait and
\heir inmates made. on the wholeya favorable
impression on the judge who &onducted the
jnguiry. Their calmness appeared o him
the result of innocence ; their ¢haracter was
good ; their house was orderly and quiet, and
none of the articles of value had been discov-
ered in their possession  'True, they inight
have disposed of them eisewhete ; but the ar
ticles were ntimerous, and of a kind likely to
lead to detection. Why should they have.
reserved the comparatively worthless article
found in the drawer, instead of burning or de-
stroying it? Why, above all, preserve it ina
spot %o likely to be discovered, if they had so
carefully made away with every trace of the
rest. i
Still unquestionable suspicion rested on
the landlord. The thieves must have been well
acquainted with Madame Andrecht’s house ;
and this was undeniably his position. His
handkerchief, found on the aFot about the
time of the robbery; the half-burnt match
dropped on the premises; the pocket book
found in his own house—these, though not
amounting to proof, scarcely seemed to admit
of an explanation absolutely consistent with
innocence.

In this stage of the inquiry,a new witness
appeared upon the scene. A res ctabie cit-
izen, a dealer in wood, voluntarily appeared
b-fore the authorities, and stated that his con-
science would no longer allow him to conceal
certain circumstances which appeared to bear
upon the question, though, from an unw illing-
ness to come forward or to appear as an in-
informer against parties who might be inno-
cent, he had hitherto suppressed any men-
tion of .hem

Among his customers was the well know-
carpenter, [saac Van C——, who was gener-
emmr considerably in arrears with his pay-
ments. 'Those arrears increased ; the woo]
merchant became pressing and at last threat-
ened judicial proceedings. This brought
matters to a point. A few days before the
discovery of the robhery at adame An-
drecht’s. the earpenter made his appearance
{in his house, and entreated him 8o delay pro.
lcnedings, which, he said, would be in his ruin,

by bringing all bis creditors on his back.—

Dudngmoﬁmmchof&ohouo,qhﬂ‘{"h,".ﬁhﬁ“il what mennet [ am peid - in hw guilt ; though,
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vear. From these materials it was to|p

was on the pownt of being given up, there was.

knew nothing of it, had never had it n his|b

lﬁiyse!f." putting a basket on the tabie. w

contained a pair of silver candlesticks ,nnd a
silver cofiee pot.  “One of my debtors owes
me upwards of sixty guldens ; I have tried in
vain to get payment,and have been glad to
accept of t1ese as the only change of making
anything of the debt. From the silversmiths
here I should not get the half the value for
them ; | must keep them by me till 1 go to
Atnsterdam, where su¢ things are under-
stood; but I shall leave them with you in
gledg‘e for my debt” The wood-ttieréhant at

rst de¢lined receiving them, but at length
thinking that it was his only prospect of ob
taining ultithate payment, he yielded and the
artigles remained in his hands. _

A few days aflerwards, the robbery be-
came pibliv; the list of the silver articles con-
tained a coffee-pot and randlesticks ; and the
wood-merchant, nol doubting thit the articles
ledged had formed part of the abstracted ef-
fects, had felt himself compelled to make
known the way in which they had been ob-
taitied, ap.d to plage them in the hands of the
officer of justice. He meant, he said, to con:
vey no impitation against the carpenter; but
it ‘would be easy to learn from his own lips
who was the debtor from whom the articles
had coiiie. :

The court ordered the basket with the plate
to be placed, ¢overed. upon the table, and sent
for the carpenter. He arrived in breathless
haste, but seemed prepared for what followed,
and without waiting for the initerrogatories of
the judge, he ﬁmceeded with hisexplanauon.

Piessed by his creditor, the wood-merchant,
the carpenter, in his turn, proceeded to press
bis own ¢obtors. Among these was the Blue
Draggoon. Nichoias D =, who was in-
debted to him in account of sixty gitldens for
work done.on his premises. Nicholas en-
treated for delav, but the carpenter being per-
emptory, he inquired whether he would nut
take some articles of old silver plate in pay-
ment, which, he s1id, belonged to his father,
and had, been left to nim as a legacy by an
old lady in whose family he had been coach-
man It was at last agreed that the carpeh-
ter should take the plate at 4 certain value as
a partial payment, and it was accordingly
brought to his house in the same evening by
the dragooh. The latter advised him, 'n the
event of his wishing to dispose of the plate, to
take 1t to Amsterdam, as the silversmiths of
the place ‘would not give him half the value
for the articles The carpenter asked him
why he had not canied it to Amsterdam him=

.| self. - *“So I would,” he answered, * 1f you had

given me time, As it is, give me your prom-
ise not to dispose of it here—I have my own
reasons for it.” .

If this etatement was cortect=—and there
seemed no reason to doubt the fairnessof the
carpenter’s story—it pressed most heavily
against the accused. He was thus found io
possession or part of the stolen property, and
disposing of it under the most suspicious cir-
cumstances, to a third party.

_He was exammed anew; and the begin-
ning ol his declaration corresponded exactly
with the disposition of the carpenter. The
latter had worked for hum ; he was sikty gul-
dens in hisdebt. He was asked it he had
paid the iccount; he answered he had not
€en . a condition to do so. He was shown

the gilver plate, and was told wh
at had be
stated by the ¢arpenter. He atamm:red el::
. ?

came pult.:, and protested he knew p othing of
the plate; and in this statement he presisted
in the presence of witnesses. He washthe'n
¢hown the gold whicn had beenfound in his
house. 1t belonged, he said, not to himself,
‘but to his father-in-law.

‘This part of the statementy indeed, s con-
firned by the other inmates in his family;
but in other respects, their statements . were
salculat2d to increase the suspicions against
‘tiim, Nicholas, for instance, had stated that no
part of hus debt o Isaac had been paids=—that
in fact he had not been in a ¢ondition to do sv
—wiilc the otaer three members of the Liotise-
nold, on the éontrary, maiotained that a few
months before he kad m.de a payment of |
twenty guldens to lsaae, expressly on account
of this claim. Nicholas became vastly em-
barrassed when this contradiction between
his own statement and the evidence of the
witnesses was pointed out to him  For the
first time his composure forsook him=he beg-
fud pardon for the falsehood he had uttered.
t was trite. he had connted ot twenty _;{'U!-
dens, in presence of the members of his farai-
ly, and told them it was intended asa pay
ment to Isaac’s claim ; but che money had not
been paid to his creditor  He had been ob-
liged to appropgate it the payment of some
old gambling debts, of which he couid not
venture to inform his wife.

TLis departure from triuth on the partt of
the accused, had apparently but slender bear-
ing on the question of the robbery; state-
ments, Which further inquiry tended to con-

suspicion as to the truth of his own story, Prp—
duced a sort of account book kept himself, in
which, uuder the date of 23d Jure, there the
following entry; ¢ The nn-ke. per, Nicolas |
D . has this day paid me the value of

22, 1848,

hich | to save nim that they might some what have | sin
compromised the truth by their silence, or

their statements.

_ The dragoon was removed from hia provis-
ional custody to the prison of the town: the
others were sibjected to a close surveiliance
that all communication between them might
be prevented. As all of thep, however, per-
sisted in the story exactly as it had been first
told, stronger measures tere at length resort-
ed to. On the motioh of the burgomaster, as
ptiblic proseeutor, “ that the principal party ac-
cused, Nicholas D , should be deliver:
ed over to undergo the usual preparatory pro-
cess for compelling confession,” namely, the
torture, the court, afier consideration of the
state of the evidence; unanimously issued the
usual warrant against hith to that effect.—
Some pittied him, though no one doutbed his
guilt. The general impression 1n the town
was, that the courage of the inn-keeper would
soon give way, and that, in fact, he would
probably confess the whole upon the first ap-
plication of the torture. _

The preparations were complete—the tor-
ture was to take place the next day, when the
following letter, bearing the post mark of Rot-
terdam, was received by the couft— :

“ Before I leave the country, and betake
myself where 1 shall be beyond ‘the reach of
the ¢ourt of M—=<—, or the military of the
garrison, [ would save the poor uulortunate
persons who are now prisoners at’ M———.
Beware of ptinishing the inn-keeper, his wife,
his father and brother, for a crime of which
they are not guilty. How the story of the
carpenter is connected wih theirs I cannot
conjecture. [ have heard of it with the great-
est surprise. The latter may not himself be
entirely innocent. Let the judge pay atten-
tion to this remark. You may spare your-
selves the trouble of looking afier me. Ifthe
wind is favorable, by time you read this letter
I shall be on my passage to England.

Josepr CHrisTIAN RUHLER,
Former Corporal in the Com. of Le Lery.”

The ¢ourt gladly availed themselves of
the opportunity.afforded by this letter to put
off the torture. At firstsight it did not ap-
pear a mere device to obtain delay. A com-
pany under Captain Le Lery wasia garrison
in the town ; 1n that company there was a
corporal of the name of Ruhler who some
weeks before had deserted and disappeared
trom his quarters. All inquines after him
had since proved in vain. The court subse-
quently learned from the report of the officer
in command; that he had disappeared the
evening before the day when the news of the
robbery became public. He had been last
secn by the guard in the course of the fore-
noon before his disappearance. Some con-
nection between the events appeared extreine-
ly probable. n :

But a new discovery seemed suddenly to
demolish the conclusions founded on the let-
ter. It had been laid before the eommanding
officer, who at onée declared the handwriting
was ¢otnterfeited ; it was not that of Ruhler
which was well known, nor had 1t the least
resemblance to it.  The evidence of several
of his comrades, and a comparison of the
handwriting with some regimental lisis un-
doubtedly in thehandwriting of Rubler, pro
ved this beyond a doubt. N

The letter from Rottendam thus was
merely the device of some .unknown friend or
coufederate, and probgbly resorted to only to
put off the punishment of the accused.  How,
indeed, if Ruhler was really implicated
the robbery, should he have thus cast suspi-
cion wpon himscli 2 If his object had been
m=rely to preserve the innkeeper and his
| friends from the torturey.he wduld have as-

sumed some other name. In all probability,
therefore, some third party, implicated in the
robbery, had availed hiraseif of the accidental
disappearance of the corporal, to throw the
suspicion of the robbery upon hnn, and to ex-
culpate the guilty parties, who, if brought to
the torture, might be indticed to disclose the
names of all their associates. To prevent
this was probably the object of the letter —
Thie, at least, was the prevailing opion.
The strongest efforts were now made to
aiscover the true writer of the letter; and
meantime the torture was put off, when two
other important witnesses made their appear-
ane on the stage Neither had the least
conncction with the other ; nay the circum-
stances which they narrated appeared in sote
respects contradiclory, and while they threw
light on the subject in one guarter, they only |
served to aarken it 1n another.
A merchant 1n the town, who dealtin dif
ferent wares, and lived in the neighborhood of
Madame Andrecht’s house, had been absent |
on a journey of business during the discovery |
of the robber?'-, and the couise of the subse- |
quent judicial proceedings. Scarcely had he
returned and heard the story or the tobbery,
when he voluntarily presented himsell next

pose, as he said, of making important revela-

A ——

g the loan of the bodt. The carpenté? in-
terriipled him ; assured him he had only jest-
ed ; that his real object was only to. amuse
himzelf in fishing with some of his comrades;
and that he only had not stated that at first,
as the merchant might be apprehensive that
the operation might dirty his boat. The mer-
chant at last yielded to the continued requests
of the carpenter, and agreed to lend him the
boat, bt upon the express condition that it
should be returned in the morning. In this
respect; the carpenter kept his word; when
the “'!B"Cham- went to his warehouse in the
morning, he saw the carpenter and his ap-
prentice engaged in fastening the boat. —
I'hey wentaway without observing him. It
struck him, however, as singular, that they
appeai‘ed to have with them neither 'nets or
fishing tackle of any kind. He examined
the boat, and was surprised to find 1t perfectly
dry, whereas, if used for fishing, it would
probably have been found half filled with wa-
ter,and dirty roough. In this particulur the
carpenter had been detected in an untruth.
The boat had noj been fastened to its usu-
al place ; the merchant jumped into it for tlrat
‘purposz, and froin a crevice in the side he
saw something protruding ; he took it out; it
was a cotiple of <ilver forks wrapped in pa-
per. . Thus the carpenter’s first version of the
story-=as to the purpose for which he wanted
the " boat—was the true one after all. He
had been assisting some bankrupt to carry ofl
his effects. Angry at having been thus de-
ceived, the merchunt put the forks in his
pocket, and set out forthwith on his way to
Isaac’s The carpenter, his apprentice, and
his housekeeper, were in the workshop. He
produced the forks. ¢ These,” said he, “are
what you have left in my boat. Did you use
these to eat your fish with ?”
‘I'ne three were visibly embarrassed. —
They cast stolen glances apon one another;
no one ventured to speak. The hovselerper
first recovered her composure. She stammer-
ed out—" that he must not think ill of them ;
that her mastér had only been assisting some *
people, who were leaving the townquietly, to
remove their furniture and effccts.”  As the
transaction was unquestionably mnot of the
most credible character, this might acconnt
for the visible embarrassment they betrayed ;
when he demanded, however, the names of
the parties whose effect they had been remo-
ving, no answer was forthcoming. The car-
penter at last told him he was not at liberty
to diclose them then, but that he should learn
them afterwards. Allthree pressingly en-
treated him to be silent as to the matter. Ho
was 0 but 1n the meantime made inquiries
quietly as to who had left the town, though
without success. Shortly after kis journey
took place, and the transaction had worn out
of mind, till recalled 1o his recollection on his
return, when he was made aware ol the whole
history of the robbery; and forthwith came
to the conclusion that there lay at the botom
of the matter some shameful plot to implicate
the innocent, and to shield those whem hebe-
lieved to be the true criminal, namely. lsanc
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keeper, the leading witnesses, in fact, agaiust
the unfortupate dragoon. .
The criminal proceedings, in consequence
of these disclosures, ook a completely differ-
ent turn,  The merchant wasa witaess en
t :ely above suspicion. True, there was here
vuly the testimohy of vne witness, either 1o
the innocence of the dragoon, or to.the guilt
of ihe carpenter ; but the moral conviction to
which his statetnent gave rise in the mind f:f_
the judge was so streng that bhe did not hesi-
tate to issue an immediate order for the ar-
rest of the carpenter and his companions, be-
fore publicity should be given 1o the mer-
chant's disclosures. No soonerwere they ap-
prehended, than a strict scrutiny was madein
carpenter’s house. “

This measure was attended with the most
complete success. With the exception of a
few wifles, the whole of the officts which had
been abstracted irom Madame Arvdroclt's
were found in the house. The examination
of the prisoner produced a very Giffcrent re-
sult from those of Nicholas and his comrades.
True, they denied the charges, but they did
so with palpable tonfusion, and their state-
ments abounded in the grossest contradictions
of each other and even of themselves, They
came to recriminations an' mutual accusa-
tions, and. being threatined withethe tortuges
they at last offered to muke ‘a full confession.
The substance of their addmission was as
follows;—

T<aac Van C , his apprentice, and
his housekeeper, were the real preparators of

the robberry at Madame Andrecht’s” Who

had first Sllggtra‘lt’.‘d to them the ds sign, does
not appear hom the evidence.  A3ut with the

old lady's house and its .airafigements they
were as fully acquainted as- the dragoon. —

firm. The carpenter, anxious to remove any | morning before the authorities, for the pur | The apprentice, when formerly in the service

of another master, had wrought m 1, and

tions, which might have the effect of averting Lkpew every corner jof it thoroughly. They

destruction from the innocent. In the public |
coach he had already heard some paruiculars
of the case, and had formed his own conject-

thirty guldens in old silver.” The house-
keeper and apprentice of the carpenter aslo |
disposed that they had been present on one |
occasion when the dragoon had pwpoged that |
their master should take the silver in pay
ment. i

If, on the one hand, the mn-lfeeper had
hanled over 1o the carpenter lhe_._l'lver plate,
it was p‘:lin he was etther the thief or the re-
ceiver; “he hud done so, the rarpenter had
not only - n anilty of & caluminous acctisa-

-

ures ; but since his return these conjectures
had wich him grown into convictions, and he
had not closed an eye, from the apprehension
tha: his disclosure might come too late.—
Had he returned sooner. matters would never
have reached this length.

At the time when the robbery must have
taken place. he nad been in the town. The
carpentet, Isaac Van C——, called upon him

had borrowed the boat for the purpose of get-
ing access across the canal into the gardcn,
and used it for carrying off the stolen proper-
ty, as already mentiched. On the morning
when the robberry became public, the mas-
ter and the apprentice had mingled with the
crowd to learn what reports were-in circula-
tion on theé gubject. Among-other things, the
apprentice had heard that the (wool-spiner’s
wife had tinhesitatingly expressed her suspi-
cions against the Blue Dragoon. Of this he

one day, begging the loan of the boat whith

the mn-ki-per, He had aimittedly been
| guilty of 2 decrded falsehood as to the pay-
| ment==he could not or would mnot give he
| names of any one of those to whom l::s gam-
' bling debts had been paid, as he alleged—
% and the fact that he had brought the plate to
| the carpenter’s was atested by three credita-
. ble witnesses. _ :
| The general opimion in the town was deci-
' dedly against him. T'he utmost length that

'any one ventured 1o go, wasto sucgest that | doing so n daylight. implying that they were | .

tion, b, a-fspicion of a guilty co_nnectjon
with th. ' .ry became turned against h'lm— | quarters of the town.
self. Al ~r.ammptions.however.were agdinst

warehouse, whi¢h was situated on the bank
of the town fosse already dlluded to.
assured him he would require the boat onl

for a night or two, and would take care that
it was returned in the morning in good con-
dition. To the question why he wanted the
boat at night, after some hesitation, returr.ed
| for answer, that he had erigaged to transport
| the furnitiire of some people who were retno-
ving, and who had their own reasons for not

Isaac |
|

| at the same tinte asking for a coal to light his

informed his comrades, and they, aelighted at

ke | finding so convenient a scapegoat for avert-
he was in the custom of using for the trans-|jno danger from themselves, forthwith formed .
port of balesand heavy packages to diff :rent{ {he infernal design of directing, by every

§ The boat generall_y | meaus in their power, the suspicions of justice
lay behind the merchant’s house, close to his| against' the inn-keeper.

The apprentice entered the drink’'ng room
of the inn-keeperand called for some schanps,

| pipe. While the inn-keeper went outto fetch
| the coal, the apprentice took the opportunity
' of slipping the widow’s memorandum book,
| which he had brought in his pocket betwixt
'the drawers. He eucceeded, ahd’ the conse-
' quences followed as the culprits had foreseen ;

' the hopge was searched, the bogk found, and,

. "ox In o .
. his retations, who had apprehended along with | taking French leave of their creditors. “And - = 1?&3“ of many, the dragoon's ghtt o

-

him, m:ght be innocent of

being ne

L

any participation | you propose to lend yourself to such a trans-
turally anxiows' getion,” said the merchant, peremptorily refo-
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Van C—=, his apprentice, an| the house- -
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