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“BY W. B. GULICK
JRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

Fellow- Citizens of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives :

"Under the benignant Providence of Al-
mighty God, the representatives uf the States
and of the people are again brought together
wdeliberate for the public good. The grat-
yude of the nation to the sovereign Arbiter
o all human events, should be commen-
arate with the boundless blessings which

‘we enjoy- ,

Peace, plenty, and contentment reign
throughout our bnrde! s, and our beloved
country presents a sublime moral spectacle
to the world. '

The troubled and unsettled condition of |

some of the principal Euiopean powers has
had aneéessary tendency to check and embar-
(assrrade; and (o'depress prices throughiout all
ommercial pations; but notwithstanding
ihese causes, the United States, with their
sbandant products, have felt their effects
Jess severely than any other country, and all
our great iuterests are still prosperous aud
sncees:ful
In reviewing the great events of the past
ear, and contrasting the agitated and dis-
urbed state of other countiies with our own
tranguil and bappy condition, jwe may con-
gratulate ourselves that we are the most fa-
vored people on the face of the earth.—
While the people of other countries are
struggling to establish free institutions, under
 which man may govern himself, we are in
the actual enjoyment of them—a rich inher-
itance from our fathers. While enlightened
nations of Europe are convulsed and dis-
tracted by civil war or intestine strife, we
settle all our political controvérsies by the
eaceful exercise of the rights of freemen at
the ballot-box. The great republican max-
im so deeply engraven oun the hearts of our
people, that the will of the majority, counsti-
tutionally expressed, shall prevail, is our
sure safegnard against forée and violence.
It is a sulject of just pride, that our fame
and character as a naticn continue rapidly to
advance in the estimation of the civilized
world. To our wise and free institutions it
i3 to be attributed, that while other nations
have achieved glory at the price of the suffer-
ing, distress, and impoverishment of their
people, we have won our honorable position
in the midst of an uninterrupted prosperity,
and of an increasing individual comfort and
happiness. :

1 am happy to inform you that our rela-
tions with all nations ure friendly and pacif-
ic. Advantageous teaties of commerce
have been concluded within the last four
years with New Grenada, Peru, the two Si-
cilies, Belgium, Hanover Oldenburg, aud
-Me:':k]euburg Schwerin. Pursuing our ex-
ample, the restrictive eyetem ef Great Prui-
tain, our principal -foreign customer, has
been relaxed; a more liberal commercial
ppolicy has been adopted by other enlighten-
ed nations, and our trale has been greatly
enlarged and extended. Our country stands
higher in the respect of the world than at
any former period. To continue to occupy
this proud position, it is only necessary to
preserve peace and faithfully adhere to the
great and fundamental principal of our for-
eign policy, of non-interferance in the do-
mestic concerns of other nations, We recog
nise in all nations the rights which we enjoy
ourselves, to change and reform their politi-
cal institutions, according to their own will
and pleasure. Hence we do not look be-
hind existing governments, capable of main-
taining their own authority. We recognise
all such actual governments, not ouly from
the dictates of true policy, but from a sacred
regard for the independence of nations.

While this is our settled policy, it does
not follow that we can ever be indifferent
spectators of the progress of liberaf princi-

les. Th® government and people of the
nited States hailed with enthusiasm and
delight the establishment of the Ij‘rench re-
public, as we now hail the efforts in progress
to unite the States of Germany in a confed-
eration, similar in many respects to our own
Federal Union. If the great and enlight-
ened German States, occupying, as they do,
a central and commanding position in Eu-
rope, shall succeed in establishing such a
confederated government, securing at the
same time to the citizens of each State, local
governments adapted to the peculiar condi-
tion of each, with uvrestricted trade and in-
tercourse with each other, it will be an 1m-
portant era in the history of human events.
hilst it will consolidate and strengthen the
power of Germany, it must\fzsscntiall_y _pro-
mote the cause of peace, gommerce, civiliza-
tion, and constitutionsl liberty throughout
the world.
~ With all the governments on this centi:
nent our relations, it is believed, are now on
a more friendly and satisfactory footing than
they have ever been at any former period.
ince the exchange of ratifications of the
~ treaty of peace with Mexico, our intercourse
with the government of that republic has
been of the most friendly character. The
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States to Mexico has
beet.a received and accredited ; and a diplo-
. atic representative from Mexico of similar
»Tank has been received and accredited by
this government. The amicable relations
between the two countries, which bhad been
suspended, have been happily restored, and
are destined, [ trust, to be long preserved.
The two repubhies, both situated on this con-
Uinent, and with coterminons territories, have
every motive of sympathy and of interest to
bmd»t.hem together in perpetual amity.
This gratifying condition of our foreign
relations renders it unnccessary for me to
call your attention more specifically to them.

It has been my constant aim and desire to

:{ﬂ::vaP“CB '?'nd commerce with all na-
latione abr:n?im ity at home, and peaceful re-
- ment polic, ":f » constitute the true perma-

of tiation y ot our country. War the scourge
itions, sometimes hecomes inevitable,
Ut i3 always to be avoided when it can

done consistently with the rights and
&onor of the lmﬁm.y 2 2

&

‘'marksmen.

-

One of the most important results of the
war into which we were recently forced
with a neighbnl‘ing natinn, is the demon-
stration it has afforded of the military
strength of our country, Before the late war
with Mexico, European and other foreign
Powers entertained imperfect and erroneoys
views of our physical strength as a nation,
and of our ability to prosecute war, and ‘es.

pecially a war waged out of our own coun.

try. They saw that our standing army on
the peace establishment did not exceed ten
thousand men.

Accustomed themselves to maintain in
peace large standing armies for the protec-

tion of thrones against their own subjects,
as well as against foreign enemies, they had
not conceived that it was possible for a na-
tion.without such an army, well disciplined
and of long service tg wage war successful-
ly. They held in low repute our militia,
and were far from regarding them as an ef-
fective force, unless it might be for tempo-
rary defensive operations, when invaded on
our own soil. The events of the late war
with Mexico have not only undeceived them,
but have removed erroneous impressions
which prevailed to some extent even among

a portion of our own countrymen, That
war hag demonstrated, that upon the break-
ing out of hostilities not anticipated, and for
which no previous proparation had been
made, a volunteer army of citizen soldicrs,
equal to veteran troops, and in numbers equal
to any emergency, can in a short period be
brought into the field.

- Unlike what weuld have occurred in any
other country, we were under no necessity
of resorting to draughts or conseriptions. On
the contrary, such was the number of volun-
teers who patriotically tendered their ser-
vices, that the chief difficulty was in making
selections and determining who should- be
disappointed and compelled to remain at
home. Our citizen-soldiers are unlike those
drawn from the population of any other
country. They are composed indiscrimi-
nately of all professions and pursuits: of
farmers,. lawyers, physicians, merchants,
manufacturers, mechanics and laborers ; and
this, not only among the officers but the pri
vate soldiers in the ranks. Our citizen-sol-
diers are unlike those of any other country
in other respects. They are armed, and
have been accustomed from their youth up
to handle and use firearms; and a large pro-
portion of them, especially in the western
and more newly-settled States, are expert
They are men who have a rep-
utation to maintain at home by their good
conduct in the field. They are intelligent,
and there is an individuality of character
which is found in the ranks of no other army.
In battle, each private man, as well as every
officer, fights not ounly for his countu?r but
fur glory aud distincilon among Dis eilow-
citizens when he shall retarn to civil life.

The war with Mexico has demonstrated
not only the ability of the government to or-
ganize a numerous army upon a sudden
call, but also to provide it with all the muni-
tions and necessary supplies with dispatch,
convenience, and ease, and to djrect its opera-
tions with efficiency. The strengh of our
institutions has not only been displayed in
the valor and skill of our troops engaged in
active service in the field, but in the organi-
zation of those executive branches which
were charged with the general direction a-nd
conduct of the war. While too great praise
cannot be bestowed upon the officers and
men who fought our battles, it would be un-
just to withhold from those officers necessa-
rily stationed at home, who were charged
with the duty of furnishing the army, in pro-
p&iagive, and at proper places, with all the
m' «was of war and other supplies so ne-
cessary to make it efficient, the commenda-
tion to which they are entitled.

The credit due to this class of our officers
is the -greater, when it is cnns.idercd that no
army in ancient or modern times was ever
better appointed or provided than our army
in Mexico. Operating in an enemy’s coun-
try, removed two thousand miles from the
seat of government, its different corps spread
over a vast extent of territory, bundreds and
even thousands of miles apart from'eachother,
nothing short of the un iring vigilance and
extraordinary energy of these officers could
have enabled them to provide the army at
all points, and in proper season, with a!l that
was required for the most efficient service.

It is but an act of justice to declare, that
the officers in charge of the several executive
bureaus, all under the immediate eye and
supervision of the Secretary of War, per-
formed their respective duties with ability,
energy and efficiency. They havg reaped
less of the glory of the war, not having been
personally exposed to iis perils in 'battle, than
their companions in arms; but without their
forecast, efficient aid, and co-operation, those
in the field would not have been proviled
with the ample means théy poe.lsesscd of
achieving for themselves and their country
the unfading honors which they have won
for both. - ) .

When all these facts are considered, it may
cease to be a matler of so much amazement
abroad, how it kappened that our noble army
in Mexico, regulars and volunteers, were
victorious llpgn every b*}*l‘ﬂe field, however

he odds against them.

fea{‘f;:l twar wit-thexico has thus fully de-
veloped the capacity of republican 'govern(-]
ments to prosecute sm:,ceasl'ully a just an
necessary Elreign war with all the vigor usui_
ally attributed to more arbitrary form_t.! o
gf;}ernment. It has been usual fgr writers
on public law to impute to republics a Waa:(;
of that unity, concentration of purpoTia. s
vigor of execution which are geﬂﬁfa l.‘f '
mitted to belong to the monarc lc? a 5
arisiocratic forms ; and this featué'a :d iF:’?a
lar government has been suppose ¥ ductpof <
itself more parlicular!y in the con The
war cartied on in an enemy’s territory-.
war with Great Britain, in 1812, was to.a

reat exteni confined within our owD hﬂill;B,
and shed but little light on this subject. but
the war which we have just closed b& an
homorable peace, evinces beyond all doubt

that & popular representative government iz
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arise in the affairs of a natiou.

In our institutions.

armed citizen soldiers,
battles of Mexico,

cessful operations on land.

to meet on their own element.

conspicuous service, the n

cipated in the conduct of
branches of the service

whole duty to the country,

the war.

own army.

to the navy.

1

and furnished to
branch of the service.

navy, as of the army,

the two arms of the service.

ly on the enemy,

progress of our country.

all na ions, entangling alliances with none.

value,

have been acquired by treaty,

acres.

country, is now only its centre.

seventy miles; and of Oregon, includin

thousand and twenty miles.

two-thirds as great as all we

equal to any em'ergency which is likely to

The War with Mexico has developed most
strikingly and conspicuously another feature
It is that withouat cost to
the government or danger to our liberties,
we have in the bosom of our society of free-
men, available in a just and uecessary war,
virtually a standing army of two millions of
such as fought the

But our military strength does not consist
alone in our eapacity for extended and suc-

¢ The Navy is an
Important arm of the national defence. If

the services of the navy were not 8o brilliant
as t!_mse_of the army
Mexico, it was because they had no enemy

: While the
army had, a@ppottuniey of performing more
avy largely parti- : :
Both | butary waters of the Mississippi, and an ex-
tensive seacoast, could not long have remain-

in the late war with

performed their

For the able and galiant services of the
officers and men of the navy—acting inde-
pendently as well as in co-operation with our
troops—in the conguest of the Californias,
the capture.of Ve!'a Cruz, and the seizure
and occupation of other important positions
on the Gulf and Pacific coasts, the highest
praise is due. Their vigilance, energy, and
skill, rendered the most effective service in
excluding munitions of war and other sup-
plies from the enemy, while they secured a
safe entrance for abundaut supplies for our

v. Our extended commerce was
nowhere interrupted ; and for this immunity
from the evils of war, the country is indebted

High praise 18 due to the officers of the
several executive bureaus, navy yards, and
stations connected with the service, all un-
der the immediate direction of the Secretary
of the Navy, for the industry, foresight, and
energy with which everything was directed
give efliciency to that
The same vigilance
existed in directing the operations of the
There was concert of
action and of purpose between the heads of
By the orders
which were from time to time issued, our
vessels of war on the Pacific and Gulf of
Mexico were stationed in proper time and
in proper positions to co-operate efficiently
with ‘the army. By this means their com-
bined power was brought to bear successful-

The great results which have been devel-
oped and brought to light by this war, will
be of immeasurable importance in the future
They will tend
powerfurly to preserve us from foreign col-
lissions, and to enable us lo pursue uuinter-
ruptedly onx chervichad pelicvy of 4 poace "l‘f:-’l_

Occupying, as we do, a more commanding
position among nations than at any former
period, our duties and our responsibilities to
ourselves and tu posterity ave corresponding
ly increased. This will bethe moie obvious
when we consider the vast additions which
have been recently made to our territorial
possessions, and their-great importance and

Within less than four years the annexa-
tion of Texas to the Union has been con
summated ; all conflicting title to the Oregon
Territory south of the forty-ninth degree ol
north latitude, being all that was insisted on
by any of my predecessors, has been adjusi-
ed; and New Mexico and Upper California
The arear of
these several Territories, according 10 a re-
port carefully prepared by the Commission-
‘er of the General Land Office from the most
authentic information in his possession, and
which is herewith transmitted, contains one
million, one hundred and ninety-three thou-
sand and sixty-one square miles, or seven
hundred and sixty-three million, five hun-
dred and fifty nine thousand and forty acres;
while the arear of the remaining twenty nine
States, and-the territory not yet organized
into States east of the Rocky mountains, con-
tains two million, fifty-nine thousand five
hundred and thirteen square miles, or thir-
teen hundred and eighteen million, one hun-
dred and twenty -six thousand and fifty-eight

These estimates show that the territories
recently acquired, and over which our ex-
clusive jurisdiction and dominion have beeg
extended, constiluie a country more than
half as large as all that which was held by
the United States before their acquisition.—
If Oregon be excluded from the estimate,there
will still remain within the limits of Texas,
New Mexico, and California, eight hundred
and fiftyv-one thousand five hundred and
ninety-eight square miles, or five hundred
and forty-five million twelve thousand seven
hundred and twenty acres; being an addi-
tion equal to more than one-third of all the
territory owned by the United States before
their acquisitinn; and, including Oregon’
nearly as great an extent of territory as the
whole of Europe, Russia only excepted.—
The Mississippi, so lately the frontier of our

With the additions of the late acquisitions,
jhe United States are now estimated to be
nearly as large as the whole of Europe. it
is estimated by the superintendent of the
coast survey, in the aceompanying report
that the extent of the seacoast of Texas
on the Gulf of Mexico is upwards of four
hundred miles; of the coast of Upper Cali-
fornia, on the Pacific, of nina hundred and

the Straits of Fuca, of six hundred and fifty
miles ; making the whole extent of seacoast
on the Pacific-one thousand six hundred and
twenty miles, and the whole extent on both
the Pacific and the Gulf of Mexico two
The length of
the coast on the Atlantic from the northern
limits of the U. S.,around the Capes of Flori-
da to the Sabine, on the eastern boundary
of Texas, is estimated to be three thousand
one hundred miles: so that the addition of
seacoast, including Oregon, is very nearly
_ ‘ possessed be-
fore; and exclyding Oregon, is sn addition

these acquisitions.

lhousa'nd and .sixtythree miles,

possess!
western T
within its limits a part of the navigable t1i-

ed in the hands of a foreign power without
endangering the peace of our southwestern
frontier. .

Her products in the vicinity of the tribu-
taries of the Mississippi must have sought a
market through these streams, running nito
and through our territory; and the danger
of irritation and collision of interests be-
tween Texas as a foreign state and ourselves
would have been imminent, while the em-
barrassments . in the commercial intercourse
hetween them must have been constart and
unavoidable. Had Texas fallen into the
hands, or under the influence and control of
a strong maritime of military foreign pow-
er, as she might have done, these dangers
would kave been still greater. They
have been avoided by her voluntary and
peaceful annexation to the United States, —
Texas, from her position, was a natural and
almost indispensable part of our territories.
Fortunately, she has been restored to our
country, and now constitutes one of the
states of our confederacy, *“upon an equal
footing with the original states,”” The sa-
lubrity of climate, the fertility of soil, pecu-
liarly adapted to the production of some of
our most valuable staple commodities, and
her commereial advantages, must soon make
her one of our most populous states.
New DMexico, though situated in the in-
terior, and without a seacoast, is known to
contain much fertile land, to abound in rich
mines of the precious metals, and to be ca-
pable of sustaining a large population.—
From its pqsition, it is the intermediate and
connecting t ritmy between our settlements
and our possessions in Texas, and those on
the Pacific coast,

Upper California, rrespective of the vast
mineral wealth recently developed there,

holds at this day, in a point of value and im-
purtauce w meirest ol the Union, the same

relation that Louisiana did, when that fine
territory was acquired from France, forty-
five years ago. Extending nearly ten de-
grees of latitude along the Pacific, and em-
bracing the only safe and commodious har-
bors on that coast for many hundred miles,
with a temperate climate, and an extensive
interior of fertile lands, it is scarcely possible
to estimate its wealth until it shall be brought
under the government of our laws, and its
resources fully developed.

From its position, it must command the
Ti(‘h commerce of ! hin:i, of Asid, of ‘he
islands of the Pacific, of Western Mexico,
of Central America, the South American
States, and of the Russian possesisons border-
ing on that ocean. A great emporiam will
doubtless speedily arise on the t alifornian
coast, which may be destined to rival in im-
portance New Orleans itself. The depot of
the vast commerce which must exist on the
Pacific will probably be at some point on
the bay of San Francisco, and will occupy
the same relation to the whole western coast
of that occan, as New Orleans does to the
Valley of the Mississippi und the Gulf of
Mexico. To this depot our numerous whal=
ships will resort with their cargoes, to trade,
refit, and obtain supplies. This of itself will
largely contribute to build up a city, which
would soon become the centre of a great and
rapidly increasing commerice. Situated on
a safe harbor, sufficiently capacivus for all
the navies as well as the marine of the world,
and convenient to excellent timber for ship
building, owned by the U. States, it must
become our great western naval depot. ‘

It was known that mines of the precious
metals existed to a considerable extent in
California at the time of its acquisition.—
Recent discoveries render it orobable that
these mines are more extensive and valuable
than was anticipated. The accounts of the
abundance of gold in that territory are of
such an extraordinary character as would
scarcely command belief were they not cor-
roborated by the authentic reports of officers
in the public-service, who have visited the
mineral district, and derived the facts which
they detail from personal nbservation, .Re-
luctant to ¢redit the reports In general circu-
lation as to the quantity of gold, the n_fﬁcer
commanding ow forces in California visited
the mineral district in July last, for thp pur-
pose of obtaining accurate information on
the subject. - Hij report tothe War Depart-
ment of the result of his examination, a.nd
the facts obtained on the spot, is herewith
laid before Congless. When he visited the
country, there were about four thousand
persons engaged \n collecting gold. There
is every reason tolbelieve that the number of
persons employed has since been augment-
ed. The explorafors already mad= warrant
the belief that the jupply is very large, and
that gold is found(at various places in an
extensive district of country.

Information recéived from officers of the
navy and other sourges, thrugh not so full
and minute, confirmthe acceunts of the com-
mander of our miliiry force in California.
[t appears, also, ffom these reports, that
mines of quicksilve} are found in the vicinity
of the gold region{ One of them is now
being worked, andjis believed to be among
the most productivf in the world.

The effects
these rich mineral flepos

ites,

of one taousand three hundred and seventy
miles ; being nearly equal to one half of the
extent of coast v hich we pussessed before

We have now three great maritinre fronts
—on the Atlantic, the Guif of Mexico, and
the Pacific—making in the whole an extent
of seacoast-exceeding five thousand miles.—
This is the extent of the seacoast of the
United States, not including bays, sounds
and small irregularities of the main shores,
and of the sea islands. If these beincluded,
the length of the shore line of coast, as esti-
mated by the superintendent of the coast
survey; in his report, would be thirty-three

It would be difficult to calculate the value
of these immense additions to our territorial

Texas, lying eontigunus to the
ndary of Louisiana, embracing

have resorted to them,

e —

fornia. Labor comm
price, and all other p

commends that those who sh.a.ll withstaad th
strong temptation, and remain faithful, shoul
be rewarded.

grsaeing pursait of 1t, have already caused 1
California an unprecedented rise in the pric
of the necessaries of life.

that a branch of the mint of the United State

sent session, in California.

a_nd South America. The west coast of Ame-
rica and the adjacent interior embrace the

nada, Central America, Chili and Peru.
The bullion and specie drawn from these
countneg,and especially from those of West-
ern Mexico and Peru, to an amount in value
of many millions af dollars, are now annually
diverted and carried by the ships of Great
Britain to her own ports, to be reconed or
sed to sustain her National Bank, and thus
contribute to increase her ability to command
so much of the commerce of the world. If a
branch mint be established at the great com-
mercial point upon that coast,a vast amount
of bullion and specie would flow thither to be
recoined, and pass thence to New Orleans,
New York and other Atlantic cites. The
amount of our constitutional currency at home
would be greatly increased, while its circula-
tion abroad would be promoted. It is well
known to our merchants trading to China,
and the west coast of America, that great in-
convenience and ‘loss are experienced from
the fact that our coins are not currentat their
par value in those countries.

The powers of Europe, far removed from
the west coast of America by the Atlantie

ocean which ntervenes, and by a tedious and
dangorous me—rgotivn arvgud thies svutlnern

cape of the continent of America can never
successfully compete with the United«States
in the rich and extensive commerce which is
opened to us at so much less cost by the ac-
quisition of California.

The vast imgonance and commercial ad-
vantages of California have -heretofore re-
mained undeveloped by the government of
the country of which it constituted a part—
Now that this fine province is a part of our
country, all the States of the Union, some
more immediately and directly than others,
are deeply interested in the speedy develop-
ment of its wealth and resources. Nosection
of our country is more Interested, or will be
more beaefitted than the commercial, naviga-
ting, and manufacturing interests of the East-
ern States. Our planting and farming inter

esis in every part of the Union will be grearly
benefitted by it. As our commerce and nav-
igation are enlarged and extended, our ex-
ports of agricultural products and of manu-
factures will be increased; and in the new
markets thus opened, they cannot fail to com-
mand remunerating and profitable prices.

The acquisition of California and New
Mexico, the settlement of the Orégon bound-
ary, and the annexation of Texas extending
to the Rio Grande, are results, which, combi-
ned, are of greater consequence, and will add
more to the strength and wealth of the nation
than apy which have preceded them since the
adoption of the constitution.

But to effect these great results, not only
California but New Mexico, must be brought
under the control of regularly organized gov-
ernments. The existing condition of Califor
nia, and of that part of New Mexico lying
west of the Rio Grande, and without the lim-
its of Texas, imperiously demand that Con-
gress should, at its present session, organize
territorial governments over them. -

Upon the exchange of the ratifications of
the treaty of peace with Mexico on the thir-
tieth of May last, the temporary governments
which had been established over New Mexi-
co and California by our military and naval
commanders, by virtue of the rights of war,

ceased to derive any obligatoiy force from
that source of authority ; and having been ce-
ded to the United States, all government and
control over theirs under the authotity of Mex-
ico had ceased to exist. Impressed with the
necessity of establishing territorial government
over them, I recommended the subject to the
favorable consideratios of Congress in my
message communicating the ratified treaty of
peace, on the sixth of of July last, and invoked
their action at that session. Congress ad-
journed without making any provision for
their government. The inhabitants, by the
transfer of their country, had become entitled
to the benefits-of our laws and constitution,
and yet were left without any regularly or-
gamzed government. ;

consequences of a state of anarchy. Theon

walr.

submut to it for a short intervening period be

prodiced by the discoveryo f| fore Congress would again assembly and
and the success | could legislate on the subject. € hger
which has attende| the Jabors of those who entertpined by the Executive on this pownt .fpr the acguired territories—the

that urpose.
This abundance of gold, and the ali-en- L_'lxg secreta

That we may the more speedily and fully
avai| ourselves of the undeveloped wealth of
these mines, it is deemed of vast importance of a
s | post office-laws to the people of California,
the Postmaster General has appointed two
agents, who have proceeded, the one to Cali-
fornia, and the other to Oregon, with authori-

he authorized to be established, at your pre
Among other sig
nal advantages which would result from such
an establishment would be that of rasing the
gold to its par value in that Territory. A
branch mint of the United States at the great
commercial depot on the west coast, would
convert into our own coin not only the gold
derived from our own rich mines, but also the
bullion and specie which our commerce may
bring from the whole west coast of Central

Since that time, the very limited power pos-
gessed by the Executive has been exercised 1o
preserve and protect them from the inevitable

ly government which remained was that es-
tablished by the military authortty during
Regarding this to be a de facto gov-
ernment, and that by the presumed consent
of the inhabitants it might be continued tem-
porarily, they were advised to conform and

The views
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have produced a | i 1 municati ec.
.o i sur- are contained in a communication of the See-
prising change in the state of affairs in Cali- |

- | retary of State, dated the seventh of October

ands a most exorbitant | last, which was forwarded for publication o

ursuits b L : : 1
ing fOF the pracious metale a.:at ;l:atnt&fc's::&-f:_tg_ | Cahifornia and New Mexico, a copy of wh.lc.h

Nearly the whole of the male population of

the_ country have gone to the gold district— | m
Ships arriving on the coast are deeerted by

their crews, and their voyages suspended for
want of sailors. QOur commanding officer
there entertains apprehensions that soldiers
cannot be kept in the public service without
a large increase of pay. - Desertions in his
command have become frequent, and he re-

18 herewith transmitted.
The small miltary force of the regular ar-
¥, which was serving within the l.mits of
the acquired territories at the close of the war,
was retained in them, and additional forves
have been ordered there for the pratection of
the inhabitants, and to preserve and secure
the rights and interests of the United States.
0 revenue has been or could be collected
at the ports in California, because Congress
o | failed to authorize the establishment of cus-
d 10111-11011863, or the appointment of officers for

n B;&- dressed

which is herewith transmitted, exercised all
the power with which he is invested by law.

In pursuance of the act of the fourteenth
of August last extending the benefit of our

ty to make the necessary arrangements [or
carrying its provisions into effect. |

The monthly line of mail steamers from
Panama to Astoria has been required to ¢ stop
and deliver and take mail at San Diego, Mon-
terey, ana San Francisco.” These mail
steamers, connected by the i1sthmus of Pana-
ma with the line of mail steamers on the At-
lantic between New York and Chagres, will
establish a regular mail communication with

richest and best mines of Mexico, New Gre- California.

It is our solemn duty to provide, with the
least practicable delay, for New Mexico and
California, regularly organized territorial
governments. The causes of failure to do
thisat the last session of Congressare well
known. and deeply to be regretted. With
the opening prospects of increased prosperity
and national greatness which the acquisition
of these rich and extemsive territorial posses-
sion affords, advantages, by the agitation of a
domestic question which is coeval with the
existence of our government itself, and to en-
danger by internal strifes, geographical divis-
ions, and heated contests for politizal power
or for any other cause, the harmony of the
glorious Union of our confederated States;
that Union which binds us together as one
people, and which for sixty years has been
our shield and protection against every dan-
ger.

In the eyes of the world and of posterity
how trival and insignificant will be all our in-
ternal divisions and stiuggles compared
with the preservation of this Union of
the States in all its vigor and with all its

countless blessings! No patriot would fo-
mont and excite geograpnical and sectional

divisions. No lover of his country would de-
liberately calculate the value of the Union.—
Future generations would look in amaze-
ment on the folly of sucha course. Other
nations at the present day would look upon it
with astonishment ; and .suchof them as de-
sire to maintain and perpetuate thrones and
monarchal or aristoeratical principles, will
view it with exultation and delight, because
in it they will see the elements of iaction,
which they hope must ultimately overturn
ur system.

Ours is the great example of a prosperous
and free self-governed republic, commanding
the admaration and the imitation of all the loy-
rs ef freedom throughout the world, How
solemn, therefore, is the duty, how impress-
ive the cal! upon us and npon all parts of our
ountry, to cultivate a patriotic spirit of har-
mony, of good fellowship, of compromise and
mutual concession, in the administration of
the incomparabie system of government form-
ed by our fathers in the midst of almost insu-
perable difficulties, and transmitted 1o us,with
thedinjunction that we should enjoy its bless-
ngs and hand it down unimpaired to those
who may come after us!

In view of the high and responsible duties
which we _owe to ourselves and to mankind,
I trust you may be able, at your present ses-
sion, to approach the adjustment of the only
domestic question which seriously threatens,
or probably ever can threaten, to disturb the
harmony and successful operation of our sys-
tem.

The immense valuable possessions of New
Mexico and California are already inhabited
by a considerable population. Attracted b
their great fertility, their mineral wealth their
commercial advantages and the salubrity of
the climate, emigrants from the older States,
in great numbers, are already preparing to
seek-new homes in these inviting regions.
Shall the dissimilarity of the domestic in-
stitutions1n the different States prevent us
from providing for them suitable governments?
These institutions existed at the adoption of
the constitution, but the obstacles which they
interposed were ovéxcome by that spirit of
compromise which is now invoked. In acon-
flict of opinions or of interests, real or imagin-
ary, between different sections of our country,
neither can justly demand all which it might
desire to obtain, Each, 1n the true spint of
our institutions, should concede something to
the other.

Our gallant lorces in the Mexican war by
whose patriotism and unparaileled deeds of
arms we obtained these possessions as an in-
demnity for our just demands against Mexico,
were composed of citizens who belonged to
no one State or section of our Union. They
were men from slaveholding and non slave-
holding States, from the North and the South,
tfrom the East and the West. They were all
companions-in-arms and felow-zitizens of the
same common country, engaged in the same
common cause. When prosecutingthat war
they were bre:hren and friends, ,and ahareti
alike with each other, common toils, dangers,
and sufferings. _

Now, when their work is eaded, when
peace is restored, and they relurn again to
their homes, put off the habliments of war,
take their places in society, and resume their
pursuits in civil life, surely a spirit of harmo-
.| ny and cencession, and of equal regard for the
rights of all-and of all etisns of the Union

- i1 3 idin verninents
ought to' prevail ia providing it o o
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