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rTORNEY-AT-LAW, Congressman From This Dis-

trict in Hot Water.

MRS. REED OFFERED BRIBE

Grant Admits That He Lodged the

Secret Accusatigns Against Post-
mistress at Biltmore and Did
Not Give Her Chance
of Defense.

Asheville, Oct. 21.—The fact
that Mrs. Fannie J. Reed, a widow,
was removed as postmistress at
Biltmore as a result of an affidavit
filed with the department at Wash-
ington, to the effect that Mrs.
Reed had dttempted to bribe Con-
gressman Grant, has created great
interest hereabouts, and today po-
litically the talk has to do with the
matier. The knowledge that Mrs.
Reed’s removal was due to this af-
fidavit was obtained by a member
of the North Carolina congression-
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-—DENTIBT al delegation, who visited the de-
Wil answer calls at any partment. This Congressman said
Lour of the night. that he was not at liberty to say

who had suggested the affidavit,
but that such an affidavit was oo
file; that this was the canse of Mrs.
Reed’s removal.
GRANT OWNS UP,

The publication of this fact and
the further fact that Mrs. Reed
was given no opportunity to refute
the charge created much talk, and
today Congressman (Grant comes
to the bat and says that he made
the affidavit; that Mrs. Reid did
attempt to bribe him; that very|
shortly he will make a full state-
ment relative to the matter.
Mrs. Reid says that she did not.
Mr. Grant says that ‘‘Mrs. Reed
not only tried to bribe me in the
presence of my wife and daughter
in my home to retain her in office,
but she wrote a letter over her
own signature to State Chairman
S. B. Adams, offering to bribe
bhim.” Mr. Grant further says
relative to the alleged bribing in-
cident that "‘she then placed her
hands on my daughter’s shoulders
and offered to bribe her to have
her retained in office. 1 and my
wife and daughter made affidavits
to these facts and 1 filed these.”

KEPT CHARGES SECRET.
Mr. Grant does not say, how-
ever, why he failed to scquaint
Mrs. Reed with these alleged facts
and why she has never to this day
been acquainted with the reason
for her removal.
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D When seen today Mrs. Reed re-

— OFFICES IN-— iterated her statement of yesterday
FIRST NATIONAL BANK |that she had never thought of of-
ON FIRST FLOOB fering Mr. Grant a bribe; that if
AMAANAA any element or suggestion of bri-

bery entered into any conversation
she had with him it was due wholly
to requests made of her for money.
And as there isa Federal statue
bearing upon that subject it is note-
worthy that Mrs. Reed asserts that
it was after his election that the
Congressman spoke to her about
her failure to assist in defraying
his campaign expenses, and when
he let it be known that all the
officeholders had to come across-
MRS. REED’S DENIAL.

The extent of her offering, she
again declares, was simply $o let
the Congressman know that she
was at all times willing to do her
part and whatever was customary.
As for the letter to Judge Adams,
to which Grant now alludes, she
did not write this. She bad ap-
pealed to C. B. Moore and ether
friends for advise in these political
matters and when there camea
letter from headquarters asking
ber to purchase more stock in The
Todustrial News she referred the

SPECTAL ATTENTION given to office
practice in the treatment of

rhronic diseases.

R E McCALL

McCall Bros.

UNDERTAKERS
Coffins and Burial Supplies

Any business intrusted
to our care will receive
prompt and careful at-
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DID NOT TRY BRIBE, !
Grant's Charge That Mr. I«-dI

State Chairman Spencer B. Adams |
was seen by this correspoadent .l,‘lﬂu. Obmerver agd [ mesmcry me
a late hour tonight and when aeked | vrs un right, asclher japer or twe
for an interview
Tharge made by Congressman
Grant that the former postmist ress | phcto res of poted besslied! plajyer

at Biltmovre had attempted o bribe
himq-asid:

some time ago in which she said
that if she
would be allomed 1o retain \he of-
fice at Biltmore she would coo-
tribute to the Daily News.
plied to this at once, informing|sboat
ber that the matter of the appoint
ment at Biltmore was eptirely
the hands of Congressman Grant
and since that time [ bave heard
nothing further in regard o ua.'
matter.  Since the election of Re-

I have invariably seot all communi-
cations relative to the appointment

of postmasters in their respective
districts to them and 1 seat this

said,
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publican Congressmen in this State

letter to Congresaman Grant and
suppose he pow has it  This™ he
"‘was the contents of the Jet
ter, as [ pow recollect, thoagh 1t
has been some time and I did not
charge my memory expressly with
with its contents.

“1 bave never seen Mrs. Kead in
my life nnd as far as | remember
this was the only letter | ever re-
ceived from bher.

‘‘As the matter has reached the
int it has, | hope that in justice
Il parties Congressman (irant
will publish Mrs. Reed's letter to
me as well ag my reply to same ™
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General Curtailment.

Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 23 - Next
Monday some of the largest mills
in the Pledmont section of the
Carolinas will imsogurate oone or
two weeks’' curtaiiment and will
likely continue the curtailmeot for
some time. Several milis have al-
ready adopted this course. This
is a feeling among manufactarers
that, eurtailment baving been san-
ctioned by the Amerncan Cotton
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