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A REPLY TO ““OBSERVER.”

To the Editor of THE PROGRESS :

May I have space in your col-
umns to answer an article publish-
ed in the last issue of your paper
which occupied the first two col-
umns in the front page?! 1 mean
the article entitled ‘‘Citizens of
Marion Ouight to Consider, Ete.”
and signed anonymously or ‘‘An
‘Observer.” 1donot know since
%the author writes from ambush un-
wder the guise of ‘“An Observer.”
The whole tenor and substance of
‘the publication was little and ma-

do injury to a business institution
vreated under the laws of. the
United States to do and which is
doing a banking business. the First
National Bank of Marion, and as
«cashier of that Bank, I do not pro-
wose to let the people remain in
dgnorance of the true situation nor

Yeason of the acts of any individual

It is with this in view that I wish
space in your paver to give to the

%ion which brought forth the utter-
ance of the anonymous writer.
The charge was that the First Na-
tional Bank of Marion was dictat-
ing the policies of the town and
naming the men who should be
‘mayor and aldermen. Now, I pro-
pose to state the facts which no
one will deny and leave it to the
readers of yourpaper.

The First National Bank has
hnothing to do with the policies of
‘the town and has never sought to
dictate what the people shall do
nor to name the candidates for any
municipal office. Itis a business
institution doing a banking busi-
1ess, and as such does not figure in
polttics. - What its officers and
stockholders do as individuals is a
wmatter for the indjgidual and not
¥or the institution. Because a man
is an officer, a stockholder or a de-

positor of that institution does not |’

put any strings wround his neck,
but leaves each one free to do as
he wills. What I do, or any one
“alse who is either an officer, stock-
holder or depositor does as a pri-
vate citizen is the business of each
-one, and the First National Bank
+has nothing to do with it.
But for the sake of the argu-
ment, let us say that in the recent
town ‘®election there was a bank
fight. If so, was the First Nation-
“al Bank trying to dictate the poli-
ces of the town and name its can-
<hidates? ' A great many citizens
went to Dr. Guy S. Kirby and Mr.
-John Decker, both of whom are

‘officers of the Merchants & Far-

rs Bank, and sought to get these
a:o mpo;n to run for aldermen
not have any contest but both of

*them refused to run, stated that

they didn’t want the office and

would not serve if elected. The

writer further, aporoached Dr.

Kirby. vice-pregjflent of the Mer-
chants & Farmers Bank, and asked
that there be mo fight and for the
purpose of avoiding a fight"offered

account be divided equnally between
the two banks. Dr. Kirby again
stated that he did not want to run
or to have anything to do with it.
After this, according to the custom
'which has prevailed in the town

the purpose of nominating candi-
dates. That meeting was attended

great majority of the voters of the
town, and the ticket was nominat-
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for years and years, the 'retiring
mayor called a mass meeting for

by nearly two hundred people, a

ed which was elected on Monday
by a large majority. - There was
no opposition to the ticket in the
mass meeting. But later, a secret
meeting was held by a few individ-
uals, as I am informed, and a ticket
named and on that ticket Dr. Kirby
and Mr. Decker were named with-
out their consent which placed them
in a false attitude before the peo-
ple. There was no objection to
either of these gentlemen and, in
fact, practically everybody wanted
them on the board of aldermen, but
they didn’t want to run- and both
of them could have been elected
without any opposition if they had
been willing to run. Buat after
they had refused to run and a tick-
et wasnamed in a public mass meet-
ing by a large majorfty of the yot
ers of the town, the men who par-
ticipated in that meeting, with one
or twoexceptions, felt honor bound
to stand by the nominees of the
meeting and did so.

Now, did the First National
Bank dictate the policies and name
the candidates? It is true that the
candidates named and elected are
patrons and one a director of the
First National Bank, but they
were nominated in a public mass
meeting held in the publie’s court
house by the people consisting ‘ofa
large majority of the. voters, and
they were nominated without the
least bit of opposition. No man’s
voice was restrained: the freedom
of noman was taken from him;
and to every man the right to vote
as he pleased was accorded without.
exception. Then, is it fair to say
that the First National Bank nam-
ed the ticket? :

Again, the writer of the article
was unfair when writing of what
he termed ‘‘that petition”, a term
which was given by the Marion
Progress to the published recom-
mendation of a large number of
citizens of the candidates who were
nominated and elected, when he
picked out a few signers of the re-
commendation who happened to
be officiers and stockholders of the
First National Bank, and utterly
and wilfully failed to say that
more than sixTy others signed the
recommendation who were not in-
terested in either bank.

As to the bank account of the
town, no one who is at all familiar
with the town’s affairs weuld have
the affrontery to say that any par-
ticular benefit could be derived by
having that account. - Everybody
knows that neither of the banks in
Marion pay interest on a checking
account, and that is all the town of
Marion keeps in any bank.

I wish to say that I, as a private
citizen, am deeply inte in the
progress and welfare of Marion
and so long as I remain a citzen of
the town, I shall continue to be in-

terested in her development along

all lines.

FARMERS' FREE LIST BILL

From Best Analysis it Looks Like
a Mighty Good Thing 1o
Consumers,

By H. E. C. Bryant to Asheville Clitizen.
Washington, May 1.—There is
considerable speculation concern-
ing the farmer’s free list bill.
Chairman Underwood of the ways
and means committee, thinks it is
a good thing. He believes that it
will help the farmer. Mr. Prince,
of Illineis, declared on the floor of
the house last week that it was a
fake, a frand, made to catch rural
votes, Others say that it a po-
litical measure which will pass the
house and die. ° Mr. Underwood
announced that it would pass both
houses of congress ands be signed
by the president.  Very few peo-
ple believe that the bill will ever
pass the senate. _

But, it is said, what if it did pass
the senate, and receive the presi-
dent’s sigoature! What then!
How much would the consumer of
the articles on the free list gnin}
What revenue be remitted §

The exemption from duty of all
articles affected by the bill would
reduce the tariff revenues by 10,-
028,689, based on importations for !
{ast year. Included in this are the
duties to be remitted under the rec-

GRADED SCHOOL CLOSING

Medal Contests of High Order—
Forty-two Children Receive
Rewards.

The eighth months term of the
Marion Graded School came to a
close on last Wedpesday. The
contests in elocution and declama-
tion held at night were of a high
order reflecting on the school and
all concerned great credit. Every
selection was a gem in its class and
showed that care and discretion
had been exercised in this direc-
tion. As to the training, »ll ap-
peared to have been taught by ex-
perienced teachers of elocution and
oratory. Ags matter of fact this
was not the ease altogether. The
results were mada possible by
downright hard work on the part
of puapils and teachers. There
were thirteen contestants, six girls

——
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* NEWS OF THE STATE

Happenings of General Interest
Condensed for Busy Readers.

A. Cannon, member of the State
Board of Agriculture, Horse Shos,
Heoderson county, says the apple
crop in his section of the State,
one of the best anywhere, is by oo
means destroyed by the cold. In.
deed, there will be very nearly o
full crop, he says, unless there are
damaging conditions yet to come.
*W. Vaoce Brown, representing
the Ashville Mica Company. de-
clares that if the Canadian reci-
procity bill is passed as now writ.
ten, this state will lose s bhalf mills
ion dollars worth of mica business
sonually. Mica is on the free lish
aod no doty is charged. Berown
says that only five states prodoce
mica, whereas Canads s full of it

and seven boys snd only two of |
these, one girl and one boy had |

without a flaw.

girls forty-two children who had
been pneither absent nor tardy .h

ing the session were invited tol8

iprocity treaty with Canada, a-

ducted would leave $8.375.676.

There is no way to reach an ab-
solutely reliable conclusien about
what will be saved by consumers.
The imports in some instances are
very very small, for the duties are
prohibitive, and we have monopo-
lies. If other countries build fac-
tories and compete with us on

mounting to $1,653,813, which de- |

town. Then came the girl con-

Thelma Hicks, Mary Potest. . An-
pie Baber and Ammie Bomar.
The contestants for the Huodgins

farm implements and other things
prices may be affected.

Bat, reduced to the final analysis,
to which there is very little pros-
pect of it ever being, the saving
would be tremendous. Hgre are
the figures: The consumption,
measured by the net supply, in
values of the articles on the free
list follows:

Salt, consumption $9,540,824;
saved $4,862,005.9104.

Farm implements, $90,637,110,
against $13,876,541.54.

- Bagging for cotton, sacks, bar-
laps, ete., $26,031,644 against $6,-
992,099.57. = ;
Coston, ties hoop or band iron,
Leather, boots and shoes, har-
pess and saddles, $493,005,263,
against $37,483,788.40,

Barbed wire, rods, baling wire,
etc., $113,027,208, against $32,-
861,066.36.

Fresh and p meats,
“1‘.89512190 m ’1“.4”.-
763.04.

Flour, grist, etc., $665,041,533,

$12,639,953, against $2,017,336.49. |

medel were, Will Pless, Harvey

Atwell, Eccles Gray, Jock Lonon, |

Grafton Bird, Gordon Ledbetth
and Pedro Lonon. There
'two sets of judges and so nearly
| perfect was the readering of most
of the selections the task of award.
ing the medals was indeed a diffi.
cult one. The boy's medal was
awarded Grafton Bird and the
girls’ medal to Annie Baber. The
presentation was made by Rev.
Edward Long in his characteristico-
ally bappy manner, incidentally
payiog a high compliment to the
progress of Marion antl especially
to the graded school which he said
stood for moral as well as intel-
lectual development. The exer-
cises closed with a chorus.

The anoual sermon will be
preached Sunday, May 21, and the

address and graduating exercises,
Wednesday, May 24.

.

Election in Old Fort.
The monicipal alection beld in

lowing ticket:

ever contested before. There is | ' Pectetary reports that the wval.

high compliment in the fact thul%m of
the entire program was executed | CdKes

1

T8 Bomniiiel Sterts Wy S e’ @ Goldibere s valued it S3EL-
|900, and 160 children are cared for
|at an snnual cost of $15,000.

rostrum to receive appropriate re- |
wards, mostly books, given by the | the membership of the commities

school board. While this was = which is %0 have charge of the con-
+ﬁt:te showing for punctaality in fmuctioo of the new state building
\attendance, that nomber would |at Raleigh, same to cost & quartes

have been doubled had it not been | of » million dollars. The mewp Here
for the epidemic of measles in the | are Ashely Horn, Julisn 8. Carr

testants for the Houck thedal, Miss- | Roscoe, W. L. Parsons and W_ E.
es Eva Keeter, Hanuie . Gibbs, | Springer.

were

Old Fort, Monday, elected the fol-
J. F. Harmon

Berkeley Hotel building in Ashe-
ville and will transform the hotel

Sewing machines, $8 497 464,
against $2,549,239.20.

Nebo Election.

itures in the tof
Gro. I. WarTE. ﬁ&s'ﬁ:‘i‘“‘m i mayor, and J. N. Nesbitt, J. M. .Awmn;m:::d Satefassesde e
; ' al ’ - ngles, Kanipe, P. H. Mashburn, F. M.
Mr. S. Lipinsky, proprietor of |$699,599,293, aguinst $68,055,659.-| g itev and John White sidermen s
and |thé Bon Marche, has leased the |41 without oppasition. Senator Overman goes on rules,

S o ldeien o slece {10 e sh soac of e v stors| The tolal smounls sb018 $900-| 1 i s e e s sin
who, was not affiliated_ with_either [0 0OW occuples. 2 R 57 Jomtn of Swina in the small villege of
banking iustitotion,  and fotdher| o ith s a bubble that some| W.E. of Ol Fort, | evideioe of good faith the oames
men 56 elécted that the town’s bank | men try to eolarge by blowing. |wasin 1 ¢ .+ ol the proud parents are recorded.
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into a great departmentstore. Mr.
Lipinsky plans to make of this
property one of the finest depart-
ment stores in- the 'state.. The
space to be utilized covers over
25,000 square feet, or nearly five

may pan out. .
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- Of course there are many ifs in
this. If the farmers’ free list bill
‘becomes & law and prices drop as
some of the advocates of the bill
say they will in time these figures

Nom R N
'

The town election st Nebo, Mon-
day, was a quiet affair. J. Frank
Wilson was re-elected mayor, and
G. M. Aonis, J. K. Stacy, J.oJl.
Padgett, J. E. Sigmon and T. W.
Alexander were elected aldermen.

The grand lodge of Odd Fellows
meets in Winston next week and

of the sabordinate
reased from $193.798

to $239, 145 during the past decade. K

Governor Kitchin has announced

'J.’A. Long, J. Elwood Cox, A8,

Most of the men come
| from the eastern and centeal 90
1tions, none from the west.

The corporation commission ex-
empts 58 towns of two thousand
add more inbabitants from the res Tas
quirements for railroad companies :
| 0 maintain two windows for tiok.
ols at stations, one especially for
exchanging tickets for mileage.
The exemptions are subject 10 e~
view sod revooation st suy time.
The only stations left in the stale
| where the double window sct will
\apply are Wilmington, Fayette.
ville, Raleigh, Durbham and Gresas-
boro.
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' North Carolina Senators on Come
Jl mittees.

Washington Dispateh.

In the Senste committee round.
up the North Carclioa Seocstors
fared well. as they have dove for a
pumber of years. Seosator Sim-
mons is chairman of engrossed bills,
and Senator Overman of woman
suffrage. My Simmoos will retain
finance, commerce, coast defences,
Cuban relations, examine the sey.
eral branches of the civil servios,

one of the most |mportant commit-
tees of the Seoate, and will keep
yodiciary, sppropriations, claims,
conservation of natural resources,
fisheries, forest reservation and the
protection of game, industrial ex~
positions and the University of the 3
Ubited States. Finange, com- "
merce, sppropriations, and judicie-
ry, are among the very hest comt
mittees, and both Senators reaok
and stan | well on their respective
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