.

tmles nnd a half md take the other
fork. ' When within six miles of
Old Fort I arrived at a fork in. the
road, and seeing no sign or ‘haman
being to direct me, I followed the
one which led straight abead, in
preference to the one turning
sharply to the left. The result
was that I followed an old road
that was nothing but a bed of big
rocks skirting a creek, crossing it
many times and often following in
the middle of it for fifty yards.
This negligence of the county au-
thorities in .not putting up signs at
the forks and crossings of the roads
is inhuman: and outragéous and
they ought to be subject to indict-
ment for it. In Buncombe there
are mile-posts and signs every-
where and you ecannot escape a
feeling of enthusiastic admiration
for a people who manifest this re-
gard for the publie,
‘Now, I desire to make some sug-
gestions to the.people of the State
who are interested in good roads—
especially to the people of wmtern
North Carolina.
In all ages commercial gnd cul-
taral development has followed the
greéat lnghways of transportation.
The old civilizations of Egypt,
Babylon and Assyria were built up

'ROADS AND muc GOOD

Prof. Jerome Dowd Makes Some
Wise Obsersations Upon West—
ern North Carolina Htghways.

Jerome Dowd In Chlrlom Ohserver,

I wish to offer some reflections

on atripl reoenﬂy made” with a
horse and surry from Charlotte to
Waynesville by way of Rozzell’s
ferry, Denver, Newton, Morm
ton, Old Fort and Ashevﬂle. Il
had made the trip several times be-
fore, and therefore had a good op-
portunity tcmompare the conditions
of the countrfand roads as they|"
are now with what they were many
years ago. I was much 1mpressed
with the great improvements in
agricufture in all the counties; the
more commodious farm houses and
the increase of intelligence and
culture of the people. For natural
mental powers T do not think that
the people of any State egual the
natives of North “Carolina, and,

with the spread qf education, 1

think that the ‘Old North State

will take rank wlth ‘the greatest

Commonwealths of our Union. 1|

observed an astonishing amount of

progress in the towns of Hickory,

Marion, Old Fort, Asheville, Can-

~ ton and Waynesville. I found at~
tractive stores, well-made streets,
good water and sewerage- systems,-
electric lights and heatmf'ul resi-
dences and lawns.

The hlgl:lwa@r Arom Oharlottq to
Waynesville varies much in char- | Tauean
acter. I found the macadam road
in Mecklenburg badly wort-ont
and in many places a mere bed of
loose rocks. The dirt-road beside
it was made abominable by ‘the
great number of loose rocks that
- had been washed or kicked off of
the macadam, so that I was glad
when I crossed Rozzell’s ferry and
got on the smooth c]&Y-l'OldS\ of
Lincoln county. The roads in Ca-
tawba connty are naturally pretty
good but are spoiled in places hy

of the caravan and riveran trans-
portation.

dor.

currents of the steam car.

BIG PROJECT FOR MARION
Mr. John Yancey Proposes to. De-

opment of about 1,000 acres of

because they were in. the current

~ When improvements
in nsv:ganon changed the current
of transporgatlon to the Mediter-

ranean the old cities of the caravan’
routes declined and those of Rome
and Greece had their day of splen-
- Later when the current of
transportation changed from the
Mediterranean to the north of Eu-
rope the cities of Greece and Rome
declined in favor of those of the
North. In the early history of
America the centers of wealth and
culture were along the old stage
lines; then, with the coming of the
railroad they developed along the
We
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velop Property Near the
Towr Limits.

Considerable interest is being
manifested in the proposed devel-

land near Marion, which it is
believed will be the means of
bringing Marion into -prominence
as & summer resort.

Mr. John Yancey, jr., who has
had considerable experience in big
developments, owns about one
thousand acres of land, some of
which is in less. than a half mile
of the town limits and for the last
few days has created coopsiderable
talk in and around Marion relative
to the development of this property
into three lakes, parks, residential
sections and splendid roads.
The question of developing this|
property was first made public a
few days ago and Mr.
now making propositions to the
citizens of Marion, and it is be-
lieved that developmeats will be
made at an early date,

Educational Rally at Old Fort.

Rally at the Graded School build-
ing at Old Fort Friday night, Sep-
tember 1st. Two important sub-
jects are to be discussed: The re-
lation of the teacher and the par-
ents by Solicitor A. Hail Johastoo,
Suecess in the school and its three
essentials by Sapt. D. F. QGiles.
Other able speakers are expected

Bird-Brown Wedding st Garden

drousy little village was aroused
from her dap Wednesday morning,
August 9th, on hearing there had
been a wedding at 10 & m. The
MArTIage was & surprise to every-
one. The contracting parties were
Mrs. Bertha Bird of this place and
Mr. W. J. Brown of -Ashford.
The wedding occurred at the home
of the bride, witnessed by s num-
ber of relatives and friends.
ceremony was performed by the
Rev. Mr. Ira Erwin assisted by
‘| the Rey. Mr. Smith, both of Ma-
rion.
all, looked very dainty snd sweet
in & bandsome going away suit of
tan.
handsom« suit of grey.

Yancey islb&' way of the C. C.

through life.

to be there with & good message.

hearty welcome.
Very respectfally,
J W. MoCary, Pnnclpal

I give it as my opinion that the
macadamized road, such as that of
Mecklenburg, while highly credit-

Let everybody come out and give |
these men, who are showing an in-!l,
terest in you and your children, a!
last Saturday night was 4 scccess. pear Round Knob, where these

THE CENTRAL HIGHWAY
Dr. Pratt Says It Shall Go from Ma-

rion to Black Mountain via
Greenlee and Old Fort,

Mr. W. T. Morgan, trustes of
the Central Highway for thia
county, is in receipt of n letter
from Dr. Joseph Hyde Pratt, State
geologist, saying that the route of
the Central Highway will go from
Marion to Blsck Moootain via
Greenlee and Old Fort. Mr.
Pratt says:

“Our highway engineer b
finslly completad the various sur.
veys that [ wished mads from the
top of the mountain to Old Fort,
which have been made in counee-
oo with determining the rouls
for the Central Highway. After
' careful enpsideration of the cost of
The happy L"ui"e left imm~linte nrnnstruetmn of the road slong the

City.
Garden . City, Aug 16.— Our

The

The bride who is loved by

The stalwart groom wore a

ly for Marion enroute to Johnson| fiflarent routes and the funds
City and other interesting points| cuilable for thh work, it has been

& ). railway

R L |lecided that the Ceotral Highway
We wish them » h\\lpp\

rn‘ )’ ‘shall go from Marion w0 Black
““"’ ' Mountsio, Bancombe counly, via
.. Greenles and Old Fort; and then
in going up the Blue Ridge will
Cor | tollow the survey recently made

—— e ——————

Death at Old Fort
Oo August 9th Mrs. B wsie

' dell died at her home in Old Fort, | thay will take the road by the Rock

There will*be an Educsuonnl"‘fm' an illness of 18 days.
Cordell joined the ‘Baptist ehurch | [ g Branch, Swancssos Gap,

Mrs. | Quarry, Round Koob, Mill Creek,

when quite younyg, and lived a dé | Bigemont. t0 Black Mountain,
| voted christisn until called from | The survey from Swannanos Gap
her home below t» her hame above. | 1, Old Fort has been earefully sur-
She 18 sarvived by a husband and | veyed and stakes placed that sce
one child, little Elith 10 moths | eur ls mark the roate.. .
old, a father and mother, three | ‘r“mn],- hope that srranges
brothers and two sisters and & bost | gieniy can be made for beginning
Of fﬂends to mourn her loss. ()ﬂr.com‘rnc‘uou of this md r.h‘
loss is her gaina. A. L. P E..“_ With the exception of ong
'or two points, as where the road
Ice Cream Supper A Success. | 4ill cross streams sod be on the
The ice cream supper at' Siloan side of a stedp blaff and st a paint

There was a large crowd present will be a certain amount of blast.
and every body seemed to enjoy|ing, there is no reason why the
themselves. The proceeds which | ro.d cannot be bailt 20 fest In
amoanted to $75.35 will be used to' | width.

purchase an organ for the Metho-! “When it comes to sarfacing, I
dist church. Miss Pearl Stepp was | believe we will fod that most of

the old-fashioned, unintel_ligent
method of working them by throw
ing heaps of loose dirt over the
bed. Burke county seems to have
made no progress in road bmld‘mn
in forty years. The roads are a
successionof precipitous hills, lined
witimammoth gullies and made
terribly rough by deepruts. Very
admirable and intelligent road in
construction is taking piwb in Mc-
Dowell connty and in & short- time
her main highways dlll be in ex-
cellent condition. ’.l‘ha road from
Old Fort to the top of ‘the Blue:
Ridge, which I dreaded most, was

not at all bad. The aaqentns-:

gradual and with adittle smoothmg
would make an easy pamgge for
the aut.omobi]e. The Buncombe
roads were the best I. experienead
in my journey. . They. are well
graded and the macadam is much |
superior to that. .of Meeklonhurg,
the reason of which is, ¥ think, &
thicker layer of small rock. Hay-
wood county ‘has already & cretit-
able system of gmd&& andmdﬁ
mized roads’ md is gnmg fm‘ﬂl‘d
with the wark. e

Outmde of Meequ:burg Iﬂﬁ

roads, th ._f“.'
one of the man
can do is to g
right way, ;_'___-_-' -

are now witnessing a new adjust-
ment of transportation and a re-
distribation of wealth and culture.
The railroad as a determing factor
of wealth -and culture is passing
away and the new factors will be
the trolley-car and the antomobile.
In ten years more motor-machines

will be used on the ‘farms, and

motor-wagons will make regular
trips into the country, bringing

the produce to market and retarn-

ing with the proceeds to the far-
mer’s door. Pleasure-seekers will
fo'llow the lines of the best roads;
men of wealth will locate and in-
mt ‘their capltnl in sections which

have the best roads. There will
be & new development and distri-
bution of wealth and cultere de-

| termined by the highways for the

automoblle and the trolley-car.
Therefore communities which re-

cognize and prepare for this new
age will reap a speedy and astonish-

ing reward in prosperity; add com-| L 1g o the reason clay roads
bad is because they are not

mupities which remain blind to the
Methﬂummrebnﬂ re-
main backward or go

denee A system of pod hiﬁh
for automobiles in

able to its promoters in the light
of twenty years ago, is totally un-

North'
& &relinawﬂ!domfor the en-
.._,..f;.tetnew wealth ud for

fit for the new age of transporta-
tion. The raip and the rapid-mov-
ing machines carry off the stone
dust, and in a short time the larger
stones begin, one by one, to loosen,
until in the course of a year the
road is, an abomination for the
horse, vehicle gr automobile. Some
kind of top dressing of tar or as-

make the roads durable and endur-
able. - If such top-dressing should
cost more money it would never-
theless be an economy. The pres-
ent macadam wears out in a short
time and no community is rich i
enough to build a road that wears
out and has to be rebuilt in five
years. The bestroad is thecheapest,
In all graced bat not macada-
mized roads the bed should be run
ovel with a heavy roller. A pack-
ed clay road is the best in the

Are
rolled.
The most astonishing thing

phaltum will have to be devised to!

tornnu;bar of one mile sections of the

1 me is"shat when thousands of dol-
hnmmntin'bnddmt“uiulh

is completely abandoned until worn
onﬂnnudolbainc km b:

brought $44.05. Those interested
wish to thank every one present
for their liberal help.

Survey for Central Highway Com-
plete.

Raleigh dlspateh, 19th.

state Gelogist Joseph Hyde Pratt
says the surveys for the eatire line
of the proposed great Central High-
way from Besofort and Morehead

ville and the Tennessee line will be
completed this week and that work
is being pushed along many sec.
tions of the road. He estimates
that about 25 per cent of the high-
way will be new road courses for
the reason that sections of the road
had to be relocated. He has jast
completed & trip over the greater
portion of the road from Carteret
cognty east and in the Black Mouo-
tain and the Caldwell county sec-
tions. A number of mouied men

and corporations have oNI‘MJ
thomselves to build and donate &

road through the west. In s pruber
of conties the convicts are being

used for the worhnndpﬂvﬂomb-q

the winner of the contest cake which | it can be graveled or made into s
sand-clay road st comparatively
small cost.™

Bridgewater News.
Briflgownter, Aug. 22 —-Mmn M. L

Hilderbran is visiting relstives at Hick-
ory and Hildebran this week

Millard Tate of Marion visited ou the

Creek Iast week

A P. Haunter made a business trip %o

Morganton Friday.

Mrs Lanra F. Kirkpatric and NHatle

the length of the State to Ashe-|gmnd-sca. Robert Kirkpatric of Meo-
roe. N. C. visited st the bome of Mr.
and Mrs. J. W. Ballow last week.

Mrs Pearl Keoedy of Nebo speat

Friday here with ber sister, Mo M. L

HilMerbtran.

W.J Ballew made a business trip %
Asheville Saturday

Barn Kirkman of Marion spent last
wook here with his lttle fricnds Clyde
and Guy Hemphill

Sam Riddle of Peosacols spect Friday

Bridgewater.

Abner Seals loft Thursday for Ospron,
Va. whare be will join s bridge crew.

Harrison Winkler and his sstoms,
Misses Zada snd Zelms Winkler of
Leaoir are visiting in Bridgewater this
woek.

Miss Uls Jarrette has returoed fromm
Hildebrsn where she speat & fow days
with her grand mother
Jack Puiilips of Gaffoey, 8. O spect
the first of the week bore with Robert

ia

next farm & o

formed that
® road it be ‘ .




