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A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER DEVOTED TO THE BEST INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE OF McDOWELL COUNTY.
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BURKE COUNTY FEUD

Pitts and Hennessee Families Fight
Deadly Duel at Glen Alpine—
Six Are Victims.

Morganton, Jan. 18.—The blood-
iest and most desperate fight this
section of the State has. ever wit-
nessed is reported from Glen Al-
pine, a little town six miles from
Morganton, tonight, as the result
of which six prominent men lie
mortally wounded from pistol and
knife wounds. ‘

The fight is alleged to have re-
sulted from a feud existing be-
tween the Pitts and Hennessee
families, which reached its culmi-
nation tonight in a pistol and knife
duel on the streets of Glen Alpine,
which lasted for 30 minutes and in
which one after another was shot
down or cut to pieces with knives.

Friends of both families rushed
to the assistance of their friends,
only to find themselves engaged in
a bloody conflict and received pro-
bably fatal wounds. All the avail-
able physicians in Morganton were
rushed to the scene and telephone
messages state that several of the
wounded are being brought to
Grace Hospital here.

Sheriff Berry, with a large posse
of deputies, left for the scene of
the conflict and automobiles are on
the way to bring the wounded who
are able to be moyed to the hos-
pital here.

Telephone messages state that
Dr. E. A. Hennesseeisshot through
the lungs and head and cannot live
until midnight, while three other
men, Gorman Pitts, Ecrvin Pitts
and Policeman Sam Bennett, are
seriously if not fatally shot, and
M. N. Hennessee and Abel Pitts
are mortally wounded, and others
slightly injured.

When revolyers were emptied
the desperate fight continued with
knives, and men lying weakened
in their own blood tried desperate-
ly to end the lives of their an-
tagonists.

Three of the wounded men were
brought down on train No. 16 to
the local hospital. Their condition
is serious.

Morganton, Jan. 19—The des-
perate fight between the Pitts and
Hennessee factions at Glen Alpine
last night has been the general sub-
ject of conversation here today. -

Dr. E. A. Hennessee, who was
thought to be dying when brought
to Grace Hospital here last night,
rallied this morning and was taken
to Doctor Long’s Sanatorium, at
‘Statesville, on an early train today
for treatment. He received four
bullét wounds either of which may
‘prove fatal, one being in the chest,
in the region of the lungs.” In ad-
dition to this his jaw bone is bro-
ken, both ears are multilated, right
hand shattered and all tendons and
muscles on left hand severed. He
bears the marks-of 10 wounds
made with a knife on the scalp and
face. His recovery is considered
extremely donbtﬁil: |

Gorman Pitts was shot just over
the liver and slashed up generally,
and, Erwin Pitts was stabbed in
one lung, shot in the body and re-
ceived a slight fraction of the skull
from a blow in the hands of one
of his assailants. Both of these
men are in Grace Hospital, and
their condition is very grave,

especially the latter. :

Abel Pitts escaped with three
knife wounds, the one under the
arm being the most serious.

It was first reported that M. N.
Hennessee was fatally wounded
but this was an error. He, how-
ever, has a broken jaw bone and a
number of severe bruises about the
head and body, none serious.

Policeman Sam Bennett who
made an attempt to stop the fight
received a load of buck-shot in the
abdomen and while his condition is
serious, hope is entertained for his
recovery.

The affair grew out of a fist fight
earlier in the day between Doctor
Hennessee and Gorman Pitts, the
cause of the first fight not having
yet been learned. After the first
fight Doctor Hennessee went to his
home, and arming himself, came
back on the streets, where he and
others of his relatives met the Pitts |
and the fight was on. It is said
that Doctor Hennessee in addition
to having a revolver, also had a
Winchester rifle and a long phy-
sicians knife on his person. The
Pitts crowd too were expecting
trouble it seems and were likewise
armed. '

In the affray, according to an
eye-witness, t ere were at least 100
shots fired including several loads
of buckshot, but fortunately after
the second shot fired from  the
Winchester rifle, the gun clogged
and refused to fire, thus probably
saving several lives. In addition
to the shots fired there are at least
100 knife wounds on the six in-
jured men, mute eyidence of the
bloody affair.

- Ashford News.

Ashford, Jan. 20—Miss Mabel Sides of
Connelly Springs and Miss Ada Sides of
Greensboro, visited their sister, Mrs. J.
C. Connelly, last week,

A. W. Gilliam of Old Fort visited his
daunghter, Mrs. J. C. Brown, Saturday
night and Sunday. He was accompanied
home by his little grandson, Charlton
Brown,

Messrs. W. T. Morgan and W. F.
Wood of ‘Marion spent the day here last
E‘riday, bird hunting.

G. F. Bradleéy, of Forest City, was a
pleasant visitor at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. J. 8. Brown Sunday.

Mr..and Mrs. C. E. Laughridge of
Bostic, visited the latter's parents, Mr.
and Mrs. J. H. Brown, Saturday night
and Sunday.

Mrs. Emma Mc(Call left Saturday for
Union Mills where her sons Todd and
Claud are in school. She was accom-

anied by her little grand danghter,
Eonme cCall, who will enter school
t here. .

Mack Lonon and Green Chapman
went to Marion Saturday.

The school here will close Friday,
Jan. 31. An entertainment will be
given. The public is invited to attend.

M. C. Caldwell, and daughter, Lizzie,

went to Johnson City, Tenn., Sunday.
Lizzie will enter school there.

RED WING.

Garden City Tidings.
Garden City, Jan. 20—School reopened
January 18th, after three weeks vaca-
tion. The average attendance for the
last month was 80. This is a decrease
on account of so many families moving
away, and several of the pupils have
gone to school elsewhere. We have our
large bell erected, which is comvenient
for the school children. .
Miss Eula Brown visited friends in
Greenlee Saturday and Sunday.
Mrs. J. P. Gowan;, who has been visit-

ing relatives in Marion for the past week, |-

returned home Saturday. :

Quite a number enjoyed the party
given by Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Gibbs last
Friday night. It was given for the
fifth and sixth grades.

Miss Lennie Burgin left here last
Monday for Canton. She will" spend
the winter there .with her brother,

/

Jocial Netws

At the meeting of the Twentieth
Century Club at the home of Mrs.
Pescud Craig on Morgan sjreet,
the Club members began a review
of the art of sculptore and paint-
ing, beginning with its earliést
period. The subject for thiseven-
ing ‘was The Madonna. The Ma-
donna, by Mrs. E. A. Thomas;
Story of Sistine Madonna, Mrs.
Huadgins; Murillo’s picture of the
Virgin Mary, Mrs. Giles; History
of Madonna of Chair, Mrs. Bird;
Poem by Engene Field, Mrs. A.
Blanton. Copies of about twenty-

pieces of the most famous artists
of the world—were used for study
and observation.

This program was one of special
interest to all present and it was
continued at the meeting held with
Mrs. D. F. Giles. At this meet-
ing Mrs. Pless read an excellent
paper on painting; Mrs. Winborne,
The Ancient Mosaics of Ravenna,
when the works of art were por-
trayed by minute particles of glass
—sometimes as many as 10,000 tiny
pieces were used in one portrait.
Mrs. W. F. Wood gave an excel-
lent article on Design. Copies of
several famous pictures wereshown
us perfect examples in design, and
Mrs. Giles read the story which
promptet the portrayal of one of
them.

The last meeting was held at the
home of Mrs. J. Q. Gilkey on last
Friday afternoon. The program
being The Masters of the Fifteenth
and Sixteenth Centuries. Twenty
members were present at this bigh-
ly entertaining meeting and all

found the social hour and the study
hour equally delightful.

The next meeting is at the home
of Mrs. 1. C. Griffin.

1 | janior grand warden,
five of the noted Madonnas—master |

Grand Lodge of Masons,

Meeting in annual communies-
tion with an attendance of over 500
delegates, the Grand lodge

acted coosiderable busipess.

nieation in 1914.

Grand Master W. B. Mcl\'ny‘

declined re-election and the officers
elected and installed are:

Grand Master, Dr. F. M. Win- |

chester, Charlotte; deputy

of |

Masons last week in Raleigh trans- |
It
was decided to postpone action on! y y

- —— | Governor in Sooth Carolina
the code revision until the commu- |
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LATE NEWS OF INTERES

Interesting Reading Matter of
, Local and National Affairs
in Condensed Form.

Adam C. Jones, candidate for
in
1906, committed suicide Wednes-
day st his home in Spartanburg.
Two million vackages were ban-
died by the parcel post system dur-
ing the fifst seven days' operation
of the system, according to figures

| prepared by the Postoffice Depart.

master, Prof. J. T. ;\h‘lermtn.|mm_

Henderson; senior grand

F. P. Hobgood, Jr., Greensboro:
A. B. An-

Jr.,Raleigh; grand treas.

[eo D. Heartt, Raleigh;

drews,
urer,

| grand secretary, John C. Drewry,

' Raleiy h.

The appointive officers named

by Grand Master Winchester and

warden. |

It is announced that Mr. J. J.
Britt, Third Assistant Postmaster
Geperal, will at the expiration of
his term in Washington return to

Asheville and engage in the ovrae-
tice of law.

Mr. Franklin McNeil of Wil
mington, who this week retired

| L. Pl’ifh!f‘n. K‘n'-atun; j!m]()r grqnd

' Raleigh? grand historian, Marshall

Mr. and Mrs. 1. C. Griffin were|
at home to the members of the|
Bible: Class of the Presbyterian |
Sunday School, Tuesday evening, |
January 9. Thirty-eight guests en- |
joyed the hospitality of their pleas ‘
ant home. Several interesting con- |

erably. Then the guests were|
ushered into the dining room where
the hostess, assisted by Mrs. P. A

whole evening was one of delight-
ful social enjoyment and good
cheer.

*1will be real ones. A

| Reid and Mrs. John Hopper, serv- | will be sent here from headquarters | torney. The Salisbury Post says

ied delicious refreshments. The|.

Mrs. Minnie Blanton entertain-
ed at cards at her home on Hender-
son street on Thursday of last week.
The parlor where the guests assem-
bled was given a spring-like touch
by a number of large bowls of
white narcissus and blooming white
hyacinths. Mrs. Blanton was as-
sisted by Mrs. Winborne and Miss
Lucile Blanton. Tea was served
at 5 o’clock, the twelve ladies pres-
ent baing seated at one long table
in the dining room where much
merriment was had.

On Friday, Mrs. Guy Kirby en-
tertained at Bridge. Mrs. Kirby
was assisted in welcoming her
guests by Mrs. Jobhn Newton, of
Roanoke, Va., the guest of the
afternoon. At 5 p. m. all were
seated at one handsomely appoint-
ed table in the dining room where

a very dainty tea was served.

. » | - . ™

installed at the same time were: from the corporation commission
grand lecturer, R. S Edwards,
TOl)i?‘l: senlor ;:rand deacon, Dr. C.

aftar a service of 14 years, was
given a handsome silver waiter by
1S ASSOCIAtles.

deacon, George S. Norfleet, “'iﬂ-l A public meeting at Morganton
ston-Salem; grand marshal, H. A.

_  last week authorized the drafting
Grady, Choton; grand pursuivant, ' of bills for s commission form of
J. C. Braswell, Whitakers; grand

government for that town, & reo-
stewards, B C. Cantwell, Wil

; : order’s court, & chain gang for
mington sad W. G. Rogers, Char- Morganton township, etc.

lotte: grand tiler R. H. Bradley, The Novth Staté Company, whish
. »poses to furnish electricity pow-

Delancey Haywood, Raleigh, grand | PR .
assistant grana secretary, W. W. - to Morganton, Marion sod wd-
Wilsoo. Raleigb. Jacent towens has begun the ereo-
T | tion of a dam 10 the Catawba river,

o |in the vicinity of Glen Alpine, %0
Savey Theatre to Re-open. | develop the power.

he Sa il : '
The Savoy Theatre will reopen | Ao suti-trust bill guarsateed to

sbout the first of _l'ebrulry '“h. ] e bg salbusakior B J.
high-class entertainment in motion _

. |Justice, and s bill by Kellum of
pictures. A company of experi- | Hano % put
enced men backed by the Carolina | ‘;:" uu:“ pu ﬂ?fpon';'f.
Film & Sopply Comspany of Asbe-|® tc © . l“; mu:m'“ -
ville, of which C. N. Justice is| " SN ¢ corpo;nug
manager, have taken charge of mi’jcomt:ltn:mn.;her:-jnwm .
theatre and it is their intention to! Legislatare i
show three reels daily of the very| Deputy Marshal 8. H. Hark-
best pictures as well as the latest rader, who was assavited and bad-
in illustrated songs and music Iy disfigured on Tuesday pight of

These gentlemen endeavored to|!sst week while en route to Sarry

'show the fameous '‘Nick Carter” | county mil with a "moonshine™

distiller, will lose the sight of oone
eye as a result of the attack which

pictures last week, but owing to a
a series of unfortunate circum-

, . | stances, one of which was a l‘d'mulu-«d in the prisoper’s being
tests were held which necessitated |

the sharpening of the wits consid-t

machine, their first effort was not taken away from the officers and
a great Success. However, they released.
wish to state to the public that the

Petitions are being circulated in
shows to be given

in the future behslf of dolicitor W. C. Hammer,
new outfit | who is a candidate for district at-

in Asheville and every thing thor- | Mr Hammer's candidacy is being
oughly tested before the formal|yigorously pushed. The other
opening. W. V. DeFarley will re- | candidates ars Solicitor Porter
main here tb manage the theatre. | Graves of Surry county, Mr. Chas.
These gentlemen state that nolA. Webb of Asheville and Mr.
pictures will be shown that can of- | Isaac T. Avery of Morgsnton.

:‘:il:;l: in‘f.:z;ﬁd R aee The Methodist Children's Home
: . I at Winston has received & cash
-Mmon R0 JIpEe & gift of $10.000 to use in the erec-
pictare show and the pew manage- | . of o o for gisls. at

ment of the Savoy will no doubt R Vet
that institution. Less than three
receive all the support s good, Ge sovn dn of e

rtai t d
clean place of entertainment de- meset Wes ved for

serves.

ing a baby cottage in conoection
with the Home. The oames of the
two libera! donors bave oot been
revealed.

Governor Locke Craig bas s
sued commissions in the N wrth
Carolina Nasional Guard to Law-
reoce W. Young, of Asheville as
adjutant geoersl, sod L. B. Br slon
of Swtesville, s qua lerm-ster
general, both with she rank of
brigadies yeveral, sod Gerdon
Smith, of Raleigh, as assistant ad-
| jawant geocral

Former Resident Dead.

Yesterday the remains of Mm
George Jaguins Tate, a former
resident of this place, were fetched
here from Studley, Va., for inter-
mient in Oak Grove cemetery in
the family plot. The funeral ser-
vices were condocted in the Epis-
copsl church st 3 o'clock. Owing
to the fact that Tur ProGREss was
ready for printing, s more extend-
od notice will be pablished next
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