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l Fo Stoppe Re-elected County
’ Superintendent—Board
Out of Debt.

"~ The County Board of Education
. met in its office on Monday and
mnacud the usval routine of

i __hﬁm At 12 o’clock the board

E. "mﬂﬂump to elect a county

uperinmm and N. F. Steppe
‘was re-elected un-mmously.

' It.was decided that the summer

= schools shall be permitted to open
~  _on Monday, July 2ist. No school
~ _will be expected to suspend for
~ fodder season, unless it be very

necessary.
Sapt. N. F. Steppe had all re-

* _ ports for the previous year’s work
.~ in readiness for the board’s inspec-

tion. The enroliment and attend-

ance for the past year has been

very good. The epidemic, however,

" interferred seriously, reducing the

- ayerage attendance somewhat be-

.~ dow that of the year previous,

whleh was the best in the history
MecDowell county.

Tho financial statement showed

"“ Ibo finances of the county in very

* | excellent condition. Two years
~ ago the board started out witha
heavy indebtedness. The board
. now finds itself clear of debt. with
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_ghown in the Tm’s report io
__ this issue.
-~-m5s m”nu five special
o &m!\ddu] .na*
_ g

-

000 hne been carried. Four pew
buildings haye been erected and
two others have been enlarged.
A *'nm are at pfesent four build-
. ings undercourse of construction.
Yo all of this work the people of
.~ the county bave co-operated ina
" wery admirable spirit. They bave
 mided very materially in the eree-
" tion of new buildings; all special
- tax elections and bond elections
"~ have been carried almost ubani-
© mously, reflecting the sentiment in
. the dounty forbetmer sceools.

.~ At present there are four Ssate
high schoolsin the connty. Under
the new law it will be possible for
_additional ones to be added. Sev-

‘eral districts are qualifving for
classification ig this list.

Plans are being worked out for

the continued development and im-

~ provement of our schools. Better

- srainingof teachers is being arrang-

: ﬁd for, making it possible for
~_teachers to better qualify them-
.ln. without having to go to great
uumc of nundiu summer
,nhooh at a distance. It is the
. policy of the board to do every
"‘lhma possible that will contribute
dn the progress of education and |

m uplifs of the people of

¢ - With the increase in

M lll'- and the raise in

hera’ salaries it is expected that |
_m.m will be the great-

the history of MecDowell
ia ma education.
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r' a nice balsacé to its erédit, as|®2y be expanded for war.
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‘Order Reducing Army May Make
Present Congress Act.

‘ Washington, July 5.—The ques-'
tion of a permanent military policy

probably will be forced before the
present session of Congress by Sec-
retary Baker’s order redacing the
army to 233,000 officers and men
by September 30. Military ex-
perts here believe only speedy
passage of the army reorganization
bill will prevent demoralization of
the military establishment.

The recent army bill makes man-
datory the continuance of the four
new staff corps; chemical warfare,
motor transport, tank and air ser-
vice—none of which was provided
for in the national defense act.
Officers and men must be drawn
from the line and from the regular
staff personnel to provide the nec-
essary overhead of these branches:

“A return to the status of 1908,”
was the prediction of ope officer
concerning the effects. In that
year compapies could muster only
35 men and regiments were fre-
guently under the charge of one
major and ene captain,

. The general staff is already at
work on some program which will
come within authorized expendi-
tores, and yet permit the retention | tha
of a skkeleton establishment which

Primary troop requirements
which must be met inclade:
Garrisons for ‘the Philippinoes,
Hawaii and she Panama caoal, con-
umtweb W at- 50,000 men;
guard l’or the southern border,
now mmntunoﬁ av-su;000: a force
of 8,000 on the Rhine, and for the
titne being at least, 8,000 men for
Siberia.
These total 96,000 officers and
men and do pot take into consider-
ation the hundreds of small garri-

sons needed at home army posts, |}

which is estimated at 20,000 with
a further addition for the coast de-
fenses. Wardepartment plans ap-
proved as late as March provided
55.000 officers and men for the
coast defeoses.

The 23,000 temporary officers
who bave applied for permanent
commissions in the regular army
must bé discharged forthwith be-
cause of the lack of money.

. Death of W. N, Peoples.

Mr. W. N. Peoples, of Pompa-.
no, Fla., died at the home of
J. W. Kirby here last Saturday
afternoon about 1 o’clock of can-
cer. Mr. Peoples was 66 years old
and is survived by his wife, who
was before ber marriage Miss
Hattie Smith of Charlotte. Mrs.
Peoples is a sister to Mrs. J. W.
Kirby of this place.

Mr. Peoples had been a sufferer
of cancer for a number of years
and following & recent .operation |

came to Marion thrée weeks ago|s

for treatment undér his nephew,

Dr.G S. Ktl'by buhntbn the‘

taken to his old home at. M4_-'

Creek, luklclm mni!

_ the

MUST ATTEND FULL TERM

Rules Goverming School Attendance
in the State Effective July 1;
Rules Governing Absences.

The State board'of education an-
nounces that school children in North
Carolina must attend the full term of
their district. The enforcemnt of
this law is in the hands of State Su-
fverintendent Brooks, Roland F. Beas-
ey, commissioner of public welfare,
and Dr. Watson, secretary to the
State board of health. The law is ef-
fective July 1.

The Greensboro News bureau, Ral-
eigh, says.

“In defining the school\age ‘be-
tween eight and 14, the superinten-
dent begins with the eighth and epds
with the 14th natal day. The commis-
sion then determines that children be-
tween these ages must attend contin-
uously for a period equal to the time

when the lie sch in the district
in whlch‘ e child resides shall be in
session.” If the school in such district
runs six months,- the child must at-
tend that length; if more, even 10
months, the attendance must be con-
tinuous. If the child attends a pri-
vate school, it must go for a term as
long as that of the publie school, pro-
vided in the district in which the child
resides. Attendance records must be
kept by that school and it must make
reports of that character exactly as
the public schools. If it fails or re-
fuses to keep these records, attend-
ance on these schools shall not be ac-
cepted in lieu of attendance on the
regular schools. Imstruction by pri-
vate tutors will be. accepted if his
qualifications are approved by the
county superintendent of schools and
the State board of examiners. The
time of such instruction must equal

T{t‘onded by the public sehools.

e next most important feature
of the rules issued is that governing
the excuse of absences. The teéacher
in charge shall have the right to ex-
cuse pupils for temporary absence for
the following reasons:

“(1) Illness of the child that ineca-
pacitates the child from attendin the'
schools, but a physician’s
mnattttendﬂmchildﬂlt mfeohﬂnu

sllylbmtforinnm In cases where |

it is inconvenient to get the certificate
the teacher must investigate the ill-
ness and if dissatisfied with the evi-
dence of tiiness-mus rt the cas-
es to the county health officér—~- .
“(2) Iliness in the family w:haust
is apparent that the child’s services
are needed in the home and wherev-
er there is danger of spreading econ-
tagious disease if attendance was"

.not interrupted.

“(3) Death in the immediate fam-
ily.

(4) Quarantine in which isolation
is the order of the local or the State
board of health.
“(5) Physical

wh
shall be in .

that
such defects make it @MMicult for the
ch:l?ﬁ;;o 1is&ttumd] school.

. ental incapacity, interpret-
ed to mean feeble-mindedness, or
such nervous disorder as to make it
gither impossible for such child to
profit by school or impracticable for
the teacher to imstruct properly the
normal pupils of the school. In such
cases the defects are to be reported to

3 groper authorities for treatment.

“(7) Severe weather that is dan-
dgerous to health or safety of the chil-

ren

“(8) Distance from the schools,
two and a half miles from the near-
est school being considered an excuse
for absence, it will. be the county’s
duty. to_furnish transportation.

“(9) Poverty is an excuau, but it

ust be reported, such indulgence to
to the coun superinten-
dent of public welfare. In some cases

odu'catibn may order aid to the family

incapaeity,
rpreted to mean

from the incidental fund.

“(10) The ml‘!ixipleﬁon ‘of the course
of study in the

s _the

Y¥makes it

strict shall be an ex-1{.

tain places in which .farming condi- |
tions demand the work of children at
the regular school hours, schools
might open an hour earlier and close
about noon or 1 o’clock. - :
“Defining truancy is likewi

‘hard job for the commission, bnt lt
as ea 1or the layman as
possible by holdi that wilful ab-

{sence from school one day is truan-

cy. The parents will be first appris-
ed of this conduet, and if tha.t faﬂs
to bring results, reports will be made
to the attendance officer. The cause
will be investigated and if this wilful
truancy continues the child will be
carried before the juvenile courts,
which have jurisdiction in such cases.

“There are other causes which ma
take the offending child before the ju
venile courts. When the conduct ot
the pupils is such as to menace the
welfare of other children at school,
the offender becomes a case for the
courts.

“The ‘county superintendent of pub-
lic welfare is the ¢hief attendance of-

ficer and enforcement of the law is in
his hands.”

N

Plans for Highway Improvement.

Chairman Frank Page, of the|

State Highway Comumission, spent
some time here Monday in con-
ference with the Hugh F. Little,
chairman of the county highway
commission. Mr. Page stated that
be will have a state= engineer on
the highway beginoning at the
Burke connty line this week, and
that the Central highway will be-
divided into four section—one from
the Burke county line to the C. C.
& O. m,onefr(mthec C. &
) _depot to the court bhouse hill,
one from theé eity line to Old Fort,
and from Old Fort to the Ban-
combe county line. The road be-

tween the C. C. & O. depot and|¢

Main street will be concreted a
some hard sorfacing will be done
on the section of road between
Cartis creek and Old Fort.

Glenwood township has secured
an order from the county com-
missioniers io. issue $10,000 00 in
bonds for building asd rmm-ovmg
the roads in that township. The
township commissioners have ap-
plied to the county highway com-
mission for a highway throngh
this township and it has been or-
dered that an engioeer look into
the matter at once.

‘The Broad River commissioners
were before the cognty commission |
Monday and anoounced their readi-
pess to issue bonds for road cen-
| struction and improvement through |
that township.

-

Officers and Directors of Bmldmg
and Loan Re-elected.

The annnal_ meeting of the stock-
holders of the McDowell Building
and Loan Association was held at|

the court house last Monday night. |
The meeting was well attendedand |
the report of Secretary Neal was!|

highly pleasing to the stockhold-
ers. The association bas had a

"good year and is steadily growing.

Mr. Neal reported that at the close

| of the year Juné 30 the number of |

share in -force totaled 2,745 and|
that 300 or more applications had
already been rmvd !or slnres in

the new series.’ v
1 Oﬁéerimddth theu
sociation were re-elected as follows: age Whi
| Thomas Morris, president; R. F.
e ' Barton, -ﬂuﬁ-mdont J. E: Neal,
|secretary -and_ “greasurer; D.

attorney; J. L.m'

terest and lmpom T
out tho Shmr

M.m Westall, U. S. arm" vis
tion instructor, made a successfi

flight across the Blue Btdga_ m

Asheville to Mormton ltst Thui'n-.
day: e

The Southern Labor eonjrm. ,,

y which meets at Asheville August

20, bas invited President Wilson ta ’_-‘f:';-'_
attend and he was also asked to do- <

liver an address.

Actual work is soon to be smg.‘“ h s
ed on the North- Carolina Ortho- -
paedic Hospital Home and Sﬁhﬁoh
|at Gastonia. The plans and spec-
ifications will within a week b&
placed in the hands of th&eontrlb-
tors by R. B. Babmgton. of G‘il- |
tonia, prime mover of the mﬁ'tu-
tion for the, care of crippled or-
phaned children of sound mm.
It is the intention of Mr. Bthma-
ton to award the contract Jnst as
quickly as vossible, | and by tho i
middie of August he hopes to *ﬂq’-‘;ﬁ
the building under proeeataf con-
struction. A

B

Farmers’ Institutes Beg'm.

Beginning the latter - pnrb‘éf-- r‘.
July, approxlmately 87 ‘m

stration: W ‘m' the iﬁ ont
counties, and will be under tlfe-;ﬁia

rection of Me. T B,Parket. The. :‘_
|institutes are conducted eooMu =R
I'I

tively by the State Depgrtmmt hf

-

Agricultare, the Expamna,m Sta- '; |

tion,-and-the Agrlcnltursl mam

sion Service. = - . '
This year an offort wmw ks ;__

to promote the general tgﬂcultug '

of the entire State. As o

by Director Parker,

| the institutes are: More ferﬁla;sd 5
better cultivated farms, a dtm!. g -"- :

fication of crops. more pure- 3
livestock, and, finally, ananhrmtl &
community spirit which means
better schools, better homlrﬂ!“" j
roundings, and a more hlgl:lsi wdn
|itable system of agriculture. =
The institates which b&lo m
nrranged for McDowell eo&nv ﬁt‘"
| Mr. Parker are as follows:
Dysartsville,
town, Augnstgs.

Cotton cfop L‘osa Than Luf Ym 5

A eotton crop of nbont Lmi“
000 bales smaller than last year’s
is forecast ﬁriblylw by m

-.a-a.'-:

ing prospeeﬁm nrodnem *“J’i%;,

8.7 nel: cen&fwm hl& ear’s,
.donmua being 3 'I,_m '

Geo. 1 White, J. Q- Gilkey, @.5.| ~  ———

ay | Kirby, W. M. Sweeney, ’lhnl-
= HoﬂhKF.Bnrwn D.

'__gim.JE.RthaJuf'~ :

August 18; Stmd- .«,-,., :



