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CHAPTER X.
The Kaiser’s Appraisal of Public Men.

No one ever speaks to the kaiser un-
til addressed. As that monarch's opin-
fons on most subjects are firmly fixed
and he will stand ne opposition, any
erronecus idea he may entertain is
very apt to remain with him. His ad-
visers were apt to leave him in errod
rather than arouse his ire by attempt-
ing to set him right. But for the fact
thaf he was very fond of asking innu-
merable questions, hig store of infor-
mation might have been extremely
scanty.

In the course of my conversations
with him he frequently expressed his
views of men who were in the public
eye/| Upon what basis they were
founded he did not always enlighten
me, But even when I knew them to be
erroneons 1 realized it was useless to
try to change them and I did not often
také issue with him. When I did his
eyes would flash fire, but I had ex-
peeted that and ‘I continued just the

§

f
[

same.

The kaiser always seemed to talr.e
a particular interest in American af--
faire, gnd while he professed to de- |
spis@sbur form of government he
watched very carefully the careers of
our_public men. It is not unlikely that
he imaginéd, as I-have pointed ouf |
elsewhere in these pages, that he could |
jnfluence our elections by swinging |
the German-American vote in favor of |
the eandidate he preferred, and he |
made a study of our public men in
order that he might know which of
them would be more desirable in office
from the German viewpoint.

When Mr. Wilson was nominated for |

the presidency, the kaiser was quitei
positive that he wouldn't be elected. ;
Perhaps the fact that Mr. Roosevelt,
for whom at that time the kaiser had |
the greatest admiration, was one of
Mr. Wilson's rivals, blinded him to the
strenzth which elected Wilson, but the
fact that the latter had had little ex-
perience in internntienal politics un-
fitted him, in the kaiser’s estimation,
for the important office for which he
was running.

I saw the kaiser shortly after Mr.
Wilson's election.

“I am very much surprised at the '
result of your election,’, he declared. ‘
4T didn’t think your people would ba'
g0 foolish as to elect a college profes-
sor as president. What does a profes-
sor know about international pelities
and diplomatic affairs?”

I haven't the slightqst doubt that
the Laiser pictured our president as |
a counterpart of the typical ['Prma.n|
professcr—a plodding, impractical, un-
ambitious bookworm with no hope or
desire of ever earning more than $1,000
a year and no yearning for public ac-
claim, a recluse, absent-minded amil
self-centered, who spent the midnight
oil poring over musty volumes and
paid little or no attention to what was
going on around him! Such a man,
the
United States had elected as its chief
executive apd his surprise was more
or less natural in those cireumstances.

When Wilson sent 5,000 men to Vera
Cruz the kaiser felt that he had ex-
ceeded his rights.

“What right has Wilson to mix in
the internal affairs of Mexico?” he
asked. “Why doesn’t he allow them to
fight it out among themselves. It is
their affair, not his!” Germany had
many financial interests in Mexico and'
Iooked with disfaver upon any move
‘we made in that direction.

When, however, the war In Europe
gtarted the kaiser made every effort
to have America 4nix in jnternattonal
affairs proyided we fouglht on her side.

When I saw him just after the war
started he said we ought to seize the
opporturity fto anpex Canada and

Mexico.

‘“ing profited the most and suffered the

I vent it!”

| and the war will be over!
! gimple.”

| Roosevelt. The kuiser was convinced

| from Venezuelan waters didn’t serve

“Can’t your president see the wop-
- L5 Aeu-fp-p-p—-

shipments of m
the kalser’s llluﬂnce with
came more difficult to repress, and
there was hardly an ;
with him in which he did nof give
vent to his feelings in that connec-
tion.

“My officers are becoming sd in-

Its liquid—its. oonged at America’s attitude,” he told

me, “it will be impossible for me to
restrain them much longer."”

And when, on another occasion, he
accused Mr. Wilson of discriminating
agoninst Germany, he made the re-
mark: “Wilson's in the hands of the
Wall street group!”

But, perhaps, the most bitter de-
nunciation I ever heard him make of

, Wilson was shortly afier we entered

the war. I had been snmmoned to
the great army headquarters to see
him, and when he entered the room
he appeared to be in a towering rage.
Indeed, his condition was so apparent
that the kaiserin, who was uiso pres-
ent, sought to excuse him with the
explanation that he had been very
much upset and had been slceping
very poorly, and she asked me to treat

“l haver't the sii it doubt Ilr.
Ford is a great business man,” the
kaiser went on, “and I am sure he
means -all right, but what a mistake
it is to allow a man so ignorant of
world affairs to do a ridieulous thing
like this!"

1 told the kaiser that it had been
snggested in some of the American
papers that if Ford really wanted to
end the war, all he had to do was to
pay Germany $100,000,000 and buy
Belgium back.

“One hundred million dollars!” the
kaliser repeated, and then after a mo-
ment’s reflection, as though he had
been turning over some figlres in his
mind, “No, Davis, it will eost much
more than that to get Belgium back!”

It occurred to me that if the kaiser
really meant what he said on that oc-

. casion, all his talk about “peace with-

him gently and tried to soothe him |

at the same rime, but he told her to
Jeave the room and resented her show-
ing e that she petted him.

We said little while I wastat work,
but when I was through and was pre-
parirg to leave, the kaiser stepped
teward me and said:

| t
“Davis, Wilsor is a real scoundrel !” t

My face flushed, I suppose, at this

out annexation” was obviously a myth
and that the only hope of Belgium's

| redemption lay in the military defeat

| of Pruyssia.

Subsequent developments
amply confirmed that tiew.

In the wintér of 1916, we were talk-
ing of the sentimient in America and
the conversation turned to Von Berns-

“Von Bernstorff has been doing very
gond work in your countfy,” the kalser

insult to our president, and my re- | commented.

zentment was so apparent that the
kaiser immediately patted me on my
right shoulder and apologized.

“yVell, your majesty,” I replied, “it is
said in America that if he had not been

| sucih a clever diplomat he would long |

“] beg your pardon, Davis,” he de- | ago have been compelled to leave.”

clared, in a quieter voice. “I know
you're an American and I beg your

“From all T hear,” the kalser said,
“he hasn’t had a very easy time of it.

pardon for hurting your feelings, but “The American press as a whole has

if you only knoew, you would realize
what a scoundrel your president is. |
When it comes to throat-cutting, Wil-
son should bave his cut first!"

Whenever the sun shone for the |
kaiser he grew so optimistic that he |
failed to pay the slightest attention to !
the clouds gathering on the horizon.
After the Italian collapse, for instance, |
he was so enthusiastic about his mili- i
tary success in that arena that he
failed to realize that America was|
slowly but surely forging the thunder-
bolt that was to strike him down.

“Now how foolish it was for your |
president to bring your country into
this war!” he said. “Americans will |
now see, when it is too late, what fools |
they made of themselves when they
elected a professor for president. Now |
Awerica must pay the bills!” In this

. remark and gthers of the same import |

the kaiser's expectation of being able |
t0 exact an enormous indemnity as
pert of his peace terms was clearly In-
dicated, and he felt that America, huv-

lenst of any of the helligerent powers, l
would be in the best position to fill his |
depleted coffers.

The last time I saw the kaiser when '
he mentioned the president was in the
fall of 1917, shortly after Wilson had |
replied to the pope’s peace proposal.

“Wilson is an idealist, and an ideal-
ist can accomplish nothing!” wus hisi
! comment. “He went into the war that [
he might have a seat at the peace tabie |
but he will never get it. I shall pre- |

Of Wilson’s peace notes, which were
issued before America went into the!
war, the kaiser remarked: “I think I|
am right, the others think the\ re right.
America has all the money. If Wilson |

| really wants peace, let him pay the |

bills and take care of the indemnities
It is very

There was no man of modern times
whom the kaiser seemad to admire so
! much, befere the war, as ex-Presidert

that Roosevelt had prevented war with
Jupan by sending the American fleet
around the world and showing that it
v.as fit. This brilliant stroke of states-
manship, as the kaiser termed it, was
a topie that he referred to on several
occasions. It was a forceful demonstra-
tion that was very much after his own
. heart,

“What I admire about Mr. Roosevelt
most,” he said, “is the fact that he has
the greatest moral courage of any man
I ever knew!” The fact that Mr.
Roosevelt had given Germany's fleet
twenty-four hours’ notice to steam

to lessen the kaiser's admiration for
him.

I heard him shower pralse on
Roosevelt many times and I haven't
the slightest dombt that he was quite
sincere.

After the war started, when Roose-
velt showed very plainly that no mat-
ter what nice things the kaiser might
have thought and said of him, he cer-
tainly didn't reciprocate the feeling,
the kaiser was very much disappointed.

s“I'm terribly disappoeinted in Mr.
Roosevelt,” he declared. “"After the
way my wife and I entertained him
when he was here as our guest, for
him to take the stand he has is very
ungentlemanly. I gave a great review
for him—the greatest honor I could be-
stow upon him and a thing which had
never been done for a private citizen,
He was not president then, you know.
I used to admire him very much, but
now I think the man has gone crazy
and lost his mind: I never thqught he

would turn against us like that!” He}

did not seem to redlize that a patriotie

been conspicuously anti-German, al-
though I understand that one of your
newspaper publishers has been friend-
ly to us. Mr. Hearst, for instance, has
helped our cause very much in your
country. He has been telling the truth
about affairs, which is more than most
of the other papers have been doing!"
Just before the king of Greece abdi-
cated, the kaiser referred to the atti-
tude of the American press again.
“The way the American new
and the press of the allied cou
generally are presenting the Gt;hhl

situation to the werld is absolutely |

false and a disgrace!” he declared, B!
terly. “They are entirely misp
senting the facts. Mr. Hearst i8
only one, as far as I can find, wh

revealed the real conditions an
the truth about them. My, I w@
what the people have to say now |
Mr. Hearst has -finally exposef ;
whole- thing !" It was only a
time afterwards that the king abd
ed and revealed unmistakably Whit
papers ‘had “corréctly inte.rptet*. i
trend of Grecian polities. -

The kaiser spoke to me many#
about the writings of William e
Hale. 0

“Have you been following Ha%
ticles?' he inquired. “What
writing about the war is exceilent and
is really the best material published.
He voices my sentiments exactly, and
it would be well for every American to
follow this writer's work."”

I had to confess that there was one
American at least who was not only
not following Hale's writings, but had
never heard of the writer, and the
kaiser seemed to be somewhat dis-
pleased.

He referred to Hale several times
subsequently and in the meanwhile I
had ascertained that the man in ques-
tion was the representative in Berlin
of the Hearst newspapers and I sub-
sequently learned that he had pub-
lished a book ealled “American Rights

and British Pretensions at Sea,” which

explained at once to me why the kalser
was so enthusiastic about him.

In the course of one of our many:
conversations on the subject of Amer-
jcan munitions, the kaiser paid his re-

- spects to Mr. Schwab.

“What can one expect from Schwub.
who is using the Bethlehem steel
to work against us?” he asked. & ls
of Austrian Jew extraction and would
work against anyone for the sake of
the money that's in it!"

“P'm following - affairs in Amerlca '

very closely,” he told

nﬁ\ﬁn another
occasion, before we ent the war. |
“Not all of your senaters are against

us. Senator Stone, for instance, is
taking a very strang neutral stand, T

understand, and it is a pity there are |

not more like him." :

Just before I left for my trip to
America in 1918, the kaiser called on
me and T told him I was leaving.

“Well, Davig” ke sald, “be careful |@§

not to riun against any mines or be
torpedoed. You'll probably be pulled
into England on your way over. We
understand all boats are taken there
for examination,”™ Then, with fire in
his eye, he added: “If you should see
my cousin the king, in England, kick
him ¢n the shing for me!”
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To Be Continued.
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'ENORMOUS AMOUNT
OF SUPPLIES SENT
BY Y. M.C. A

Cost of Sweets and Smokes for Om
Month Reaches Staggering Fig-
ure—Armistice Didn’'t End
- Smoking on Any Front

. New York, Jan. ...—Almost $4,000,
000 worth of smokes, sweets, sporting

| goods, chewing gum and other com:

nodities was shipped to France during
,the month of November by the Army

1 {and. Navy Y. M. C. A,.for. the use

o

' The Wm.um
cigarettes has not dimipnished slnee
t&e,amh signed, as wit
the: M ﬁl,m of ‘the
gmount went for the purchase. of the
weed in some form. In the ship
ments were 464,911 pounds of tobacco,
198,065,320 cigarettes and 99,700 o
gars. As for confectionery, there were
213,800  pounds of hard candy, 176,91¢
pounds of chocolates and 329,280 pack:
_ages of cough: drops, not to mention
537,600 tins of jams and 6,641,300
pounds of sugar. The chewing gum
conignments totaled 6,100,000 packages
—enough to load every slot machine
in the United States.

Y. M.C.A. SECRETARY
HONORED FOR BRAVERY

Brooklyn Man Is Awarded Croix de
Guerre by Commander of
Polish Forces

Paris, Dec. 11.—"For heroic and un-
tiring work for, the soldiers while un-
der fire,” Stanley Modra, of 2123 Ca
ton avenue, Brooklyn, a Y. M. C. A,
secretary, has just received the Croix
de Guerre from General Haller, com-
mander-in-chief of the Polish army,
and has been mentioned in the offi-
cial citations. He is the third Y. M.
G. A, man thus honored for conspicu-
ous bravery.

Modra has been with the Polish!
forces continuously since his arrival
in France five months ago, and has
given many notable exhibitions of gal:

n France, many difficulties ham sur-
u:u,ued this tﬂn of service and the
| thousands 'of shows which have been
glven in France have only been put
|over in spite of almost superh
‘difficulties. Now, howsver, with thie
period of demobilization forcing upom
the my new problems has a real
gpirit of co-operation been shown by
the Army authorities, The Gen-
eral Pershing has detailed " Golonel
Kelly, from .his own Staff, to act as
entertainment officer for the A. B, F.,
which position places him as the liai-
son officér between the Artay and the
“Y" Entertainment Bureau in Parls.
Theatres and large buildings are be-
ing taken over, mechanies supplied by
the Army are putting them into opera-
tion and the “Y" is producing shows,
given by soldier tzient alone, and aise
dramatiec and vaudeville pérformancea
and miscellaneous musical programs,
the personnel of all of which must be
recruited from this country. )
Owing to the large number of men
in the Army with entertainment abil-
ity, no effort is being made to send
men from this side. Women, however,
are wanted for these positions in large
gumbers. 125 must be sent out from
this country every month, which will
require the co-operation of every re-
cruiting ageney throughout the coum-
try. All entertalners are supplied with
uniforms, Life, Accidemt and Health

' {nsurance, transportation, and allow

$150.00 per month for living expenses
in France.

The women should be preferably be-
tween the ages of 23 and 30, neat and
attractive and possessed of a pro-

laniry and fidelity to duty. During the
last days ef the hostilities he served!
with the First division in the Vosges, |
in charge of a hut in a narrow valley |
between the first and second line|
t trenches. From this hut he made trip|
' after trip, carrying supplies to the men
at the most advanced posts, and was
under fire repeatedly. |
When the fighting was at its heavi-|
est Modra and the men associated with
| him in Y work continued their minis-|
[ trations to the soldiers, serving cocoa,
cakes, when the men were in position
to receive them, and cigarettes. This |
service contributed much to the high
morale of the troops and won not only
the praise of the officers but the last-
ing gratitude of the men,

FLOWERS|

it Seasonsable cut flowers, palms, ferns
and floral arrangements for any oc-
Prompt attention to out - of |

casion.
‘town orders.

-

Phones 441-442.

SCHOLTZ, the Florist, Incorporated
No. 8 N. Tryon st.
Barnes Brothers Drug Company, Agents

Charlotte, N, C.
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It is yur fault if you lack
OUR PRICES MOST

of His Majesty—
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POWDERS, SOOTHING LOTIONS, ANTISEP-
TICS, ETC, ETC.

are essential to Baby’s comfort at times.

OUR SUPPLY IS COMPLETE

In fact, we make a specialty of catering to the comfort

any of these.

REASONABLE

l'and is doing so on an

pounced ability in their particular lne.
The feld for entertainment now
reaches from the coast 'towns In
France right up and into Germany, for
while the “Y" cannot do much with
the Army of Occupation in the way of
~anteen, it can supply entertaimment
increasingly
large scale. Information may be ob-
tained from W. C. King, Peters Build-
Ing, Atlanta, Ga.

DOUGHBOYS [NVADE
HISTORIC RESORTS

Haunts of Napeleon Are Hm
to A. E. F. Troops Through Ef- | .
fortson.M.C.A.i‘mto--

i ' —

listed men are now I.l. pll.y The tan-
sus yacht club at Cannes, founded and
patronized by King Bdward, and St.
Sauveur, where'the third Napoleon was
wont to go with his court, indicate the
variety of attractions offered by the Y.
M. C. A. in the leave area system oper-
ated in co-operation with the military
authorities. From the Alps to the Pyr-
ennes and from the Brittany coast te
the Riviera, there are seven “Y" leave
areas in which 50,000 soldiers can be
entertained at one ilme. Preparations
are now under way to increase these
mueh-appreciated facilities to double
their present capacity. .
Representatives of the army and of
the Y. M. C. A. are now traveling frem
one end of France to the other seek-
ing mew spots in which to set up leave

, areas. The experiment at Aix-les-Bains

has been: successful from the start,
as America mow knows pretty well
from first-hand information: ecarried
home by Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.,
who organized the woman’'s canteen
work at Aix.

“Aches and Pains” was an ideal spot
for the experiment, but six others have
been found and put in operation, each
equally satisfactory as the original
model. Consequently it is with opti-
mism that the army and the “Y” seek
to increase the centres where sure
cures have been found for homesick
doughboys.

Location, climate, hotel accommoda-
tlions, opportunities for entertajnment

| and sight-geeing and thg moral aund

physical cleanliness of the area are
ell-important in the selection of a
leave resort. As soon as a site is
gelected the largest available is ob-
talned by the Y. M. C. A. as its main
center of operations, men and women
are assigned to service and mnegoti-
ations are begun to secure reduced
prices from such entertainment en-
terprises as cannot be duplicated by
the Y. M. C. A. and every effort is
made to give as much service as pes-
slble. The army provides transpor

| tation and pays the hotel bills, thereby

enabling the soldier to enjoy all the
attractions formerly restricted to
kings and emperors and malefactors
of 'great wealth.

The Jetty Casino at Niee and the
Municlpal Casino at Cannes are the
centres of attraction in the Riviera

| for the 86500 men who can be accom-

modated in this area. Many officers

L favor this Mediterranean section and

there 18 a “Y” club for them. Kvery-

thing -except- the gambling that was

stopped by the government at the be-
ginning of the war is at the disposal
of the Americans. Golf and tennis and
other athletic sports, bathing, boating -
‘n‘.’ the companionship of the loeal
population are the mest populag ab
tractions.




