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An unusual amount ot inventive talend
# olw *‘l‘ th prevent the .
ot

ben3 of fires, The spur in thls

caused by the statement of fire losses o
the United States and Caoada durieg
1891, which aggregsted $135,000,000,
an lncrease of twenly-nine per cent. over
1890,

hi nm!ﬂlm Udited Stdtds
War Department hat fa costemplition
ettondive changes la the stations to
#hicli the troops are dwigned ddriag the
coming summer. Maay of the smialler
posts are to b: abandosed altogether
and perbapy others establishel. Amongz
them, probably, one at Heloas, Montana,
{or the establishment of witlel a bill ap.
propriating $3)0,00) hw slrsaly besa
latroddesd lats Oongrew. 1t Is mid
that In mking the trawfers of teaops
the soldiers witl be ré jdired to mwecl ¢4
ihelr tew statiods;, lastead ©Of Belng
irddapdrted by rall 4y Hitherts, the dY.
ject belag to give the n sama actal ex.
perisnce of wiwt they may expect in
tima of war.

P —
Tae Preach town of 3t. Etcany has

been in a condition of gret excyement
over the discovery of an appareat era.
fpiracy to betray thé seécrets of the rib-
hon trade t4 foreign frms,  Tae first
clow was 4 letter received Ly & large
ribbon manufacturar from an Eaglish
merchant at Coventry, informing him of
rertain ’Irdp.’)ﬁ\‘l received from an I

habitant of Bt. Eiienns, This person,
who deseribe | himsell as being well ac

quainte ] with everything connected
with the silk ribboo trade, offere 1l to sell
the
manu-
He
further promised to go wharever he
might be to set up special
to mwu’astury any of the
novelties which might Le felected. The
jetter was signe | with initials oaly, buat
the writter proved to be a very clumsy
tasenl and walked straight into the wrap
which wa« set for him aal baited with a

reqistered letter.

new patterns and noveltics nox on
looms or to be producy] by the
{acturers for the comlag season,,

require 1
looms and

He turael ot to ba
s well-kuown commission ageat, and a
search at his house brought to lighta
maw of corresnon leace fron merchioty
in Bagland anl Germany. Just how
far his ne gotiations had proceeded is not

yot known.

The New York Sua says: Some of
the membéss of the Foreign Lagations at
Washington who are well known in the
New York clubs are sulferers by the aa.
fortuaate names which they bave inher.
itel, Mr. Grip, the Bwelish Minlster,
for example, has had to listen to so much
play upon his name since his namesake
became a iashionable malady, that it jsa
Mr. Ho, of the
Chinese Logation, furnishes much mild

wonder he survives it.

amusement in social circles because it can
be sald with safety that he is not a rake
—a comment which the Celestial mind
absorbs blandly and blinkiagly without
comprehending fully its meaning. The
Persian  Minister, Hadjli Hawein
Ghoall Khan (I am not quite sure of the
spelliag of all of it mysell), found his
name so twisted in the mouths of mealals
as well as of the people he met socially

Inte

that he probably looks upon Americans
to this day s very ignorant people.
There is an [talian in Washiogton who i
not at all of the Logation set, who has
galbed some local promineace as Secre-
tary of the Italian Society, whose unfor-
tunate name s [annarone —a name which
the wulgar have corruptel into Anaie
Rooney, to the ltalian geantlemen's great

diagust,
_ T

The Kausas City (Mo.) Star says: Ol
the 597,000,000 acres ia the Ualted
States ouly one.-hall bas been surveyed.
No ove ean say of this immense body of
liid over which a surveyor's chain has
never passed, that it is not ‘arable.” Of
course it is asserted that it is mnot, but

the same was once said of miilions and
millions of acres now smiling telds aad
orchards aod pwtures.  Of the admitted
‘arable’ lands of the United “tates but a
fraction are in cultivation or devoted to
sny agricutural purpose. Withia two
miles of the limit of every great city ia
the United States the traveler plunges
into the ‘primeval forest.’ looking as it
did when Columbus landed., There is
not a State in the Unlon but has bua.
dreds of thousands of acres in wild lands,
which ia the old countries of Europe
would be coasidered ‘arable’ and would
be cultivated, The United States is a
new country. The SBouth is newer than
the West. It is but a few years, easily
within the memuory of mea now liviag,
when less was known about the Arkan-
sas River than is now knowa aboat the
Congo. Withia Afty years there have
been wide areas in the State of Arkan-
sas that a straager ‘did not Veature to
traverse without a guide. The explors.
tion of the Unite | States has hardly been
completed ; no perfoct map of the coun-
try yet exists; it is but hall surveged.
When the prelimioary steps of the culti.
vation of the Unioa have been taken, it
will be time enougn to galculate in what
far distant wod future cestury the sup

Y ring.

ply of ‘arable’ laod will be exbausted. |

JUST BE GLAD.

MY Jies WRiTCONS RILET)

O heart of mine, we shonldn't
Worry so!

What we've missed of calm we counlds’
Have you know!

What we've met of‘ stormny painm,

And O sortow § driving rain)

We can bettor meet aguin,
It it blow,

Wo Have erved i ihat dark bour,
We huve knows,

When the tears fell with the rhowes,
All slone—

Ware not shine and shower blent

As the gracious Master meant?

Lset us temper our e mtent
With Hia did

Fot, wé know, not every morrow
Cad be sad;

89, forgetting dll the sorrow
We have had,

Lot us fold away our fears,

Aud put by our foolish tears,

And through all the coming years
Just be glad.

———
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The Dlamo_h_d_SGarf-Pin.

That scarf-pin? No; [ don't thiok
yon have ever seen that before,

thing= in this hox. “They're trinkets
that I pieked up in different parts of

the world ; and every one of them has

n #tory of some sort connected with
it—n tingie atory, In moft cases,
more's the pity, Ko that there's a
sort of spnetity about them, a kind of
feeling thut they shouldn't be handled
aud gloated over by every casual
stennger who comes into my diggins,
Now, this string of sham pearls, for
instanece, that used to belohg to poof
little Flo Ma:rtin--Bob  Mattin’s
child, Yon heversaw her; bt yon
remember the father, don't you?
Well, he was murdered, as you know,
shot-by Indians, traveling out West,
nnd the child —she was about eight,
and the sweetest little angel vou ever
saw--was Killed at the same time,
Il.'lrpf.'no--l to be with the party, and
helped to'bury the two of them; and
the poor wife gav.: me that little npeck-
Inoe okthe child’s when I was leaving
them. Then that ring. That was
Denny’s onve -Denny of the Tenth,
the poor chap who went, I won't say
to the bad, beeanse none of us ever
knew what did beeome of him, But
hea came to me one day, sald he was
absolutely broke for the moment, and
asked me to lend him a fiver on that
It's worth $#75 at least, and of
coursa I let him have the money.
I've never seen him sloeé; bat there
the ring is, waiting for iAm, whenever
he eares to come back and ask for it
As to that searf-pin, there’s a longet
atory about that—a bad, bad business
it wns, too; and even after all these
f'mra I don't much like talking about
t. ButI'll tell you, as you seem In-
terested in it,

I bought that pin o a little second-
hand jeweler’s shop In  Adelaide
street, Melbourne, Australia, I was
on the point of starting fcr home;
and I was lounging around, trying to
fill in the time before I went on board,
It was, in "7, Just aflter the Pataroff
murder business, You remember of
hearing of that, of course? A Russian
count, who came out about some
mining speculatons, found in his bed
one morning, stabbed through the
heart : and everybody pat it down to
the Nihilista, was nitracted to this
little shop window by a placard offer-
Ing a rewanl for the capture of
PatarofMs murnderer, and just under
the pineard thers was a tray of scarf-
pins, rubbishy things, most of them,
and hardly worth nouving. But this
one enught my eve directly. You'll
see It's ruther quaint, if you look at it
A Maltese cross of small diamonds,
with the barat theend of each arm
made of cornl. You don‘t much like
the effect ? No; wor did I when I
saw it.  But it struck me at once as a
curions fieak on the part of any
Jeweler to mix dinmonds eid coral in
that way, so I went in and asked the
price of it. The shopman mentioned
a sum much smaller than I had ex-
pected, and I bonght the pin there
aud then. I asked him, just out of
curfosity, when it had come into his
posaession.

“Well, sir,” he sald, “I domn"t
rightly know myself, because I didnt
buy it of the man that brought it in,
The boss didd that himself. But 1
know the man must have been badly
broke. He sald he must get rid of it
no matter how cheap.”

“Did he look as though he was
very hard up ?" I asked.

“No, sir; not always. He was
dresse.] gnite respectable; no more
seedy -looking nor hard-up than your-
sell, sir, nsking your pardon.”™

“There was nothing at all out of
the common about him, then ™

“Now, that's just what it is  «ir.
There was, He was a fine, well-to-do
looking young fellow, tall, and with
a browniah beand and mustache,
But there was a sorter frightened
look ia his face, as It might be some
one was after him. I believe he'd
given the boss that plo, free gratis
for nothing, =0 he could 'a just ﬂ
r'l‘t nl’lit. . And he wen‘!’ out ;-l'
door Kinder gasping and panting, as
lhuurh he had a weight took off his
mind with the pin that he was Jeav.
ing behind him."”

“And you couldu’t say where the
pin was made, I suppose ¥ :

“No, sir. We couldn't, nohow.
ml can tell this. No jeweler

that pin, just to put in win-
dow and sell it. That pin was made
to order, wherever it was made and
whoever ordered {t."

“Well,” I sald, "iLscems a queer
busipess altogether; but I'll take the
pin, anyhow. 1t's rather a -
and i it has been stolen and
owner ever comes across e, he shall
bave it and welcome. Good-morning,
and thanks for telling me about it

sir.”
And, an hour later, I was on board
the tender, the

out to
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It's
not often that I show anyltody the

1 | gett

to
alts - alone,
Byfhﬂb¢q?hﬁr

of luggage stow
NT:' and find your berth, ln’nkc
riends with your steward, aod choose

a seat at . And afterward
return on deck to watch your fellow-
pushing, hur

passen mm
ping hithﬂ' th e, hampered
b : ren. hursed
dJﬁP*GJﬂEmmfwn&ﬁﬂa
f‘:lrrhd / ":m“"u&: prognmm
out m ng
quite nﬂubdm,"lly. I found m)
room excellently situated, m
=rih e tle t yomfortable posi.
tion, and my atta}d—-mn..ﬂn-qv,
was a
you will see later on! But he was
the very best steward I ever traveled
with, and I have kpown many. With

his help I secured a tal at|pl
the Iog digner um m«l‘ﬁon

romiise that he would get the two
Eﬂt olf elfHer M wi .itp.
wnf;ﬂlqug ad i &5 tha
coul y

d give theym to nd? L
Idh_ pick up, .

7’( g seen everything thus set,
tied for & &rogﬁoy': voyage I went
on deck. Weo ropped our moor- |
Ings, and were 'juat moving ahead)
8o that the ship hiad been cleared of
all the shore-going people. Rut the
paloon deck on which I found o yzelf,
was still crowded, especkilly about
the port ngwaj, where the usual
lHo# of white handkerchiefs stretched
itstlf tlong the fail, waving ' good.
by * to the ?hpartlng tender. 1
erosded to the other side of the déck
and began :lnrpevt the rithér lesd
dense crowd of passengers I found
there, They were not an Inl.trﬂtln%
Jot; and [ was almost in despair o
finding any one upon whom to be-
stow my two spare seats at table,
when my eye fell upon a young
couple—evidently husband and wife —
standing a little apart from the rest,
The man was tall and broadly oullt;
clean shaven, save for a little brown
mustache, and with that uaniform

lenesa of complexion that tells of a |re

ife spent in oflice work or some sed-
entary occupation. Hls wife was—

[ should have sald--a good deal
younger than het husband; small
ruther Jdeliente in appearance, and

distittetly pretty. There; I thought,
are my friends fof the toyage.

Fvenas I watched them, the mad
ame across and asked me some trivi-
al question as to the possibility of

|ng at some of thelr heavier bag-
zage in the bhold, and, in half an hour,
we found ourselves on the best of
wrms, and my two seats were accept-
ed with alacrity.

“ Mra.Charteris and [ were wonder-’
ing—let me introduce mrf wife, Mr.—
Mr.—Stone—were wondering what
sort of neighbors we ghould have, but
we shall be delighted to give up our
sid places and take the two you so
klm'ly offer us.”

* You nre a good sailor,I hope, Mrs.
Charteris?” asked, as the Circas.
sienne fust. began to fecl open water.

“Well, I hardly like to say yet,”
she answered. “It's my first trip.
In fact’'—with the least little blush—
‘we have only been married a few
weeks, and are going to settle in Lon-
don, where Herbert was working as a
journalist before he came out here.”

* Your husband is evidently ambi.
tious,” 1 said, “and wants to com-
pete with the very highest in his
profession.”

“ No; curiously enough, it's just
the other way with him. He bhas no
ambition atall. He wants to get back
0 London and to lose himself among
the ecrowd of other samall men., You
geedn’t frown, Herbert; you are a
small man as yet, whereas in Austra-
fin, where the competition Is not so
keen, he might have made aname for
aimself in no time."”’

“You don’t quite understand my
nopes or my Intentions yet, child,”
sald Charteris., Heo always called her
‘ehild ;" *you will some day."”

At dinper that first evening, and in
the saloon afterward, I found the
Jharterises most delightful company.
And later on, we two men adjourned
‘0 the smoking-room, and bhad an
hour's chat.

Next day T did notsee them. There
was a fresh breeze, with a bit ol a sea,
and beside, it s not etiquette to
‘show”’ on board ship on the first day
out,

The day followjng, however, waa

ust perfect; calm as a mill pond,and
‘uml encugh wind right in our teeth
to keep us cool under the awning.

I bethought me of my scarf-pin
while dressing, and I pu’ it on, with
a plain black searf, which, I thought,
showed up the diamonds wall,

Taking s stroll on deck before
breakfast I came upon Charteris,
He stood with hie back to me, looking
out over the water, and I::mzml him
on the shoulder, as 1 mgood
morning.” He tarned and F me
for a moment, then gave a sudden
siart,and grew deadly pale. I thought
ae was going to faint,

“Good God! man:" be gasped;
* that ero=s! Where, how, did you get
‘hat eross?  You're not, no you can't
pe one of-of those" ——

*hecking himseif as though he
00 much, and stood, his eyes fixed
oo mine, his (ace full of terrified en-

ll'l'llf'.

“My dear Charteris,” I replied,
‘I haven't the least idea what you are
alluding to. I bought that pin in
Ade ago, of a second-
hand jeweler.” then as a sudden
thought struck me, “it isn’t yours, is
ne

syes on it before; b—but don’t you

wear coral and d

Don't—for God's sake, Jon't wear it,
Stone. Take it off —pow—now —Lhis
justant, before it brings you any
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nify degrt-pitl bett tow
d fo om
of fear and ill-omen.
id heard Gustay
were others on
and recoguized %
pin, and who now
move it, further fdentification bein
Who could they be? An
when, If at all, would they make
themselves known to me?

For the answer to this gquestion I
had to wait; and you cfn Imogine
ow fHiistriable the waltihg thust have
1€ werk: And t
[ a faySlation.
i fall of the ss-
rward, gazing down tip-
on the thickly-crowded zud coaflns
ing space of the deck below, which
was appropriated to the steerage
Suddenly I heard a low
' beneath me, and a scrap of
per, rolled into a ball, fell at - my
Picking it upand opening it,
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s I "I!ld, ..d w
cioation I watched the er
crossing the oll-cloth ¢’ the
backing and fillin
of the vessel
on, on—to w
instant I should be st
to save my life I, coulc: inot
stirred thett
A stifled shrick be

needless.

with :sch
y8 iteeping oo,
‘I[n apother

_ ; and| g in it, but
d—fof a W
thére bame off
was leanin
loon deek,

hind ne seemed

I, and '’ Rurned to
: Chartetis g my side,
with one fitigér &t the hor-
rible thing at my feet

uvally, the long pa B
y ured in fron:

g

asen rs.
as a crowd
and a babble of *volces

fled questions and conf

poor little réman
fainted right off. Thepk God _
did not see what we saw . when, after
some delay, we got the :
Oharteris, half lying, balf sittd
a sofa, his eyes staring; shis
drawn and
white glare of the e
& long, slender

ad :
“ Not dowpg here. He must be o And Shes,

eep your eyes open,”

And In the lower Jeft-hand corner
of the paper I saw, prie
n pin, the form of «

hé pin-holes corte

r with the stone
lnystériotts scarf pifi.

Of conurse it wds hopeless to think
for the scendér of thid
strange missive, nor did I make #ily
attempt to do so.
that [ should receive more of these
rommunications, and, as you will see,
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You ean see through .
scarf-pin now, fai'fy
from the n
looked into that cabin,
~for a letter which poor
left, written to his wile, }
fll in the blank in his &
er saw that letter: but Mrs,
told me what was In it
thought that a woman cay d
uhsheldlu;. q the.
uletly, with only just
2hoklgg sob in her volce
then as sune ::ant or:;m 2
Charteris, ap
taken with a lot of mud fancles
when he was traveling Un
and had joined one of tifs
associations, which had fo} |
the diamond and coral Na
Golng out to setue in A\
s>cu forgot his rash w
andd was aroused from 1
happiness of his recent m
*ommission orderin
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,» belng almost
, really made a
than our own.

il

{
2
4

|

3
l
i
-
I
E

i

H
|
:
i

fner promenade
Sauntering up and down on this part
of the deck one evenmin
was accosted
ad observed with some cu-
rivsity more than once. He was
man of the Church
was tall and slight,
with a thin, ascetic face; but there
~as a certain sharp fox-like look
about his eyes that produced in_me
an instant aversion to Pbim.
man now came up to me, and bend-
ing down, said, in a sharp whisper:
““ He's not traveling intermediate ;
w0k out for him amon
And then, halfl draw
nis gloves, he pointed to his band, on
which I could see, Ly the light from
;he smoke-room door standing open
behind us, a diamond ring—its stones
set in the form of a diminutive Mal-
lese cross.
Before I could answer he was
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the Rusalan count, Pataryfl whom,
for political reasons, it Bad, o d
termined to remove. Chaijtelis w
>f course, horrified. Ho akl énce g
rid of his badge—whith’ same so
ly into my hn ised
bimself as well as he con
ing off his beard, and
wife for London, w
hide himself, knowin
jenth would be the punisl.d¥nt for
his refusal to obey orders.’ sBut all
his efforts were fruitiess. '\
the Circassienne there saile¢ with him
‘hree—or goodness knows |
more —sples of the
apoun tracking him dowa.
my diamond pin, they all ¢4
»ne of themeelves; and thy
also, [ was able to polat o\ &
as the moat likely perpelrsi
murder, to which
lessed, us well as to the P
1eas over in Adelalde, npd !
4 lew weeks later, he
penalty of the law.
As for the Rev, Era
the other conspirators

passen gers,
gh against either
upon the prosecution,

t

+
(31
:

lllw»_"wth his
thil certaln

An examination of the way-bill,
which I made immediately after this
did not help me much.
rastus Leigh, bound from
3vdney to Cheltenham, via Marseilles
be anybody.
And the mystery was as fur from so-
lution as ever.

The rest of the voyage was un-
aventful: if, indeed, any
time could be ecalled
which was passed in continual sus-

nse, in waiting for some inpending
event, which seemed to han
Damocles’ sword above my
and still delaying its [all.

We were but one day out from
Marseilles, and all had gone well so
far, when, in dressin
happened to notiee
scarf-pin was missio

I at once rang for
him whether be knew an
To my surprise he looked carefully
up and down the passage, without
speaking, then entered my cabin,
and shut and bolted the door.

“Listen,” he sald- and there was
an insolent familiarity in his voice.
“You don't want that pin no longer
t inake mischief If you
.mli’r&done this day's
you'll e pin; anyways,
shall have it back before
ve the ship.
yeliod Boyond meamare, bogisaing

measure, ng
to be a little frightened.
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