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Officials Bark Replies:

Attorney General's Suit Claims 
County’s Schools 'Segregated'

FIVE GAITER—Mrs, Judy Brown, co-owner of Brown- 
wood Stables at Kelford, puts "Something Magic," owned 
by Dr. Thomas Leary of Ahoskie, through her paces in 
preporation for the Woodland Horse and Pony Show, to 
be held at Timberloke Stables in Woodland Sunday at

1:30 p.m. "Something Magic" has been in residence at 
Brownwood Stables since beginning her career which hos 
brought the team of rider and horse over 50 blue ribbons
enfJ EcsrcE of trc^htss. This ihov will list 23
dosses.

JACKSON - A suit, filed Wed
nesday In U.S. Diikrlct Court 
charging Northampton County^s 
Board of Education with failing 
to desegregate dual county school 
systems, brought stinging re
plies from Superintendent of 
Schools Roy F, Lowry Jr. and 
members of the county^s school 
board.

The suit, brought by U.S, At
torney General Ramsey Clark, 
claimed that the Northampton 
school board and Superintendent 
Lowry maintain a dual county 
school system in which all the 
county^s 1,897 white students are 
enrolled in all-white or predom
inantly white schools.

Almost 95 per cent of the 5,- 
538 Negro students inNorthamp- 
ton attend all - Negro classes 
which the suit said “provide to 
Negro students educational op
portunities and facilities which 
are inferior to (those) provided 
for white students,’^

The Justice Department asked 
the federal court to enjoin per
manently the Northampton School 
Board from discriminating on the 
basis of race and color and from 
refusing “to take affirmative ac
tion to disestablish all school 
segregation,”

Commenting on the charges, 
Superintendent Lowry said he had 
not been officially notified of the 
suit, but added, “We’redoingjust 
like everyone else. We’ve tried to 
maintain complete ‘Freedom of 
Choice’ with no exceptions.”

Lowry said every student in 
Northampton County’s schools is 
attending the school he or his 
parents indicated he wished to 
attend.

Asked what action the school 
board planned to take, Lowry 
commented he did not know. “I 
assume they will inform us of our 
rights,” he said, “if we have 
any,”

Another school board mem
ber, who asked not to'be quoteci

directly, said he was “not sur
prised” by the suit.

“We’ve worried over this thing 
for 10 years,” he said. “Sooner 
or later you get to the point that 
you don’t care anymore.”

The board member said re

ports in another newspaper stat
ing that seven out of 10 of the 
county’s Negro schools were not 
accredited and that all eight of 
the county’s white schools were 
accredited were “exaggerated.”

The spokesman pointed out that

Northampton County High School, 
which is predominantly white, is 
not accredited.

Another school board member, 
C, G, Parker Jr, of Woodland, 
said “apparently HEW wants us 

(See SUIT, Page 10)

Commissioners Name 
New County Auditor

JACKSON - L. Randolph Holo- 
man Jr., a Jackson grocer, has 
been appointed by the Northamp
ton County Board of Commission
ers as county auditor, according 
to County Attorney Angus Mc- 
Kellar,

Holoman, an accountant, was 
named to fill the post vacated by 
County Manager-Auditor Melvin 
Holmes, who recently resigned, 
at a Monday night meeting of the 
county’s Board of Commission
ers.

According to reports, the 
meeting was held in executive 
session.

Holoman, a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina, 
formerly worked with the ac
counting firms of A. T. Allen 
and Company of Raleigh and Gor
don Riddick and Associates, both 
CPA firms.

In March, 1950, Holoman joined 
his father in a grocery store 
partnership in Jackson, known 
as L. R. Holoman and Son.

In November, 1966, Holoman 
bought his father’s interests in 
the business and has continued to 
operate the store since that time.

Holoman said the appointment 
was ‘‘rather sudden” but added 
he would do his best to serve the 
interests of the people in North
ampton County.

t

Title Change
County Attorney McKellar said 

Thursday Holoman’s title would 
be that of county auditor, “al
though he will have certain ad
ministrative duties,”

The change is notable since 
some controversy existed during 
the period immediately following 
the appointment of Melvin Holmes 
as county manager.
. Some doubt has been raised 
as to whether or not the county 
legally is under the coimty man
ager system.

Commissioners, apparently, 
wei e under the impression they 
were not under the system and 
stated they felt they only em

powered Holmes to “act in that 
capacity” without ever officially 
adopting the system.

To Attend School
Holoman says he will attend 

a short course, sponsored by the 
N. C. Institute of Government at 
Chapel Hill, prior to assuming 
duties of the position.

He stated also he has been 
promised the assistance of 
Holmes in assuming the post.

Holoman is married to the for
mer Marie Benthall of Rich 
Square. The couple has four chil
dren.

He is scheduled to assume the 
post on July 1.

Name Essay Finalists 
For REMCO Contest

independent ECU Petitions 
Draw Replies From Senator

Something Magic Is Among 

Entrants At Horse Show

WINDSOR—Petitions fromBer 
tie County containing hundreds of 
names in support of East Caro
lina College’s bid for independent 
university status got a quick re
sponse from Senator J. J. (Monk) 
Harrington.

The petitions were sent to him 
early last week. During the week
end he called this “the most im
pressive petition that I have ever 
had the pleasure to receive.”

Senator Harrington said he 
wants the people of Bertie Coun

ty to know that “I am for East 
Carolina becoming a university 
during this session of the Gen
eral Assembly. I am doing all in 
my power to obtain this end.”

The senator added that after

university, the school will be in 
a position to receive additional 
monies such as grants and so 
forth that are not available to 
a college. Also it would be in a 
better position to obtain teach-

two months of careful study of ers plus many, many other ad-
this issue from every view
point, he is convinced that East 
Carolina College can become a 
university without upsetting the 
financial structure of the state in 
any way.

“By making East Carolina a

Preliminary Hearings For 
N’ampton Man Postponed

NORFOLK - A preliminary 
hearing for a Northampton Coun
ty man, charged with murder in 
the death of his former wife’s 
husband, has been continued in 
Norfolk Municipal Court until 
May 11.

James H. Capps Jr., 42, is be
ing held under $ 10,000 bond for 
the dynamite death Sunday of 
Navy Hospital Corpsman Ronald 
Powell, 25,

Capps allegedly set off an ex
plosion at the Powell home which

M’boro Police 

Officer Refuses 
Jailer Post

JACKSON - Murfreesboro po
lice officer Ben Wheeler, who re
cently was appointed Northamp
ton County jailer, has declined to 
accept the offer and, according 
to unofficial reports, is being 
considered for the post of county 
ABC enforcement officer.

Northampton County Sheriff E. 
Frank Outland said another pros
pect for county jailer has been 
approached but declined to give 
the name of the prospect until 
commissioners make the ap
pointment.

Wheeler was appointed to the 
post at a meeting of commis
sioners several weeks ago fol
lowing announcement from pres
ent jailer, John Wheeler, that he 
planned to retire.

County ABC Board Chairman, 
Bart Burgwyn, said Tuesday that

drove Powell’s body from his bed 
into the ceiling where his head 
penetrated before the body fell 
to the bedroom floor,

Powell was married tb Capps’ 
former wife, Selma Powell, 28, 
Mrs. Powell, however, escaped 
serious injury,

Capps was arrested Monday by 
Northampton County deputies at 
his home in Henrico in North
ampton County.

After Capps’ arrest in North 
Carolina, he was returned to Vir
ginia authorities.

Police indicated they believed 
the blast was caused by a dyna
mite charge placed near the bed
room occupied by Powell and his 
wife.

Northampton County deputies 
stated Capps was a demolition ex
pert while in the U.S. Army.

vantages if made a university.
The Legislature began Tues

day to really buckle down to the 
question of university status for 
East Carolina. This followed a 
hearing last week and a visit to 
the East Carolina campus the 
week before.

Senator Harrington added that 
he will appreciate hearing from 
the people of Bertie County at 
any time and on any question. 
“Legislators like to know the 
feelings of the people at home,” 
he concluded.

Senator Harrington is one of 
Lt. Gov. Bob Scott’s closest 
confidents in the Senate. Scott 
is the Senate’s presiding offi
cer.

Both Scott and Harrington are 
leaders of the effort begun last 
week to resolve the ECC issue. 
Scott in a speech at Farmville 
last Tuesday advocated making 
ECC a university within the ex
isting consolidated university 
system.

Prior to the Tuesday night 
speech, Sen. Harrington was

among a small group of legis
lators who conferred during the 
afternoon with the Lt. Governor 
concerning the ECC problem.

Chief elements of the compro
mise proposal being advanced by 
Scott, Harrington and others 
seeking to resolve the thorny 
emotional issue are that ECC 
become the fifth campus of the 
consolidated university system, 
that the UNC trustees be re
vamped to provide 44 (four from 
each of the state’s 11 congres
sional districts, and that the 
consolidated university offices 
be moved from Chapel Hill to an 
off-campus site in Raleigh.

Under provisions of the settle
ment now being advanced, ECC 
would give up the “separate uni
versity” portion of its plans, 
while the present university sys
tem would be forced to have a 
trustee revision to give equal 
representation to all areas of 
the state, plus move the central 
administrative offices away from 
any of the five campuses.

Gov, Dan Moore has remained 
non-commital to the proposal be
ing advanced to resolvetheprob- 
lem, but indications over the past 
weekend were thattheScott-Har
rington approach was winning in
creasing support in the Legisla-

(See PETITIONS, Page 10)

WOODLAND — “Something 
Magic,” the spirited five-gaited 
mare owned by Dr. Thomas Lea
ry of Ahoskie, will be one of the 
entries in the sixth annual Wood
land Horse and Pony Show, spon
sored by the Woodland Men’s 
Club and the Civic Club.

Riding “SomethingMaglc” will 
be Mrs. Judy Brown, co-owner 
and trainer, of Brownwood Sta
bles at Kelford.

The Browns train from 15 to 
20 horses and ponies year round. 
They have shown “Something 
Ma^c” for three years and the 
partnership boasts 50 blue rib
bons and scores of trophies.

The show is to be staged in 
Woodland at Tlmberlake Stables 
on Sunday, April 30, beginning at 
1:30 p.m.

Silver wine coolers and prize 
money await winners in the 23 
classes to be judged at the show, 
according to Walt Reinhardt, who

will serve as chairmap of this 
year’s event.

In 1966, the show was the big
gest on the Coastal Plain Horse 
Show circuit.

All proceeds will be used for 
the clubs’ sponsored summer 
recreational program.

Bank Break-In 
Probed In County

GASTON - Investigation into a 
Monday night break-in at Plant
er’s National Bank in Gaston is 
being conducted by the North
ampton County Sheriff’s Depart
ment, according to Sheriff Frank 
Outland.

Outland said thieves entered 
the building by breaking in a 
plate glass door.

He said bank officials estimat
ed the loss at “a couple of dol
lars.”

RICH SQUARE - Names of five 
finalists in the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour contest sponsored by 
Roanoke Electric Membership 
Corporation were announced this 
week by Reese Turner, director 
of public relations.

High school juniors intheRoa- 
noke-Chowa*r area whose essays 
on the subje(;t, “Rural Electric 
Cooperatives . . . Pacemakers of 
Progress,” qualified them for 
final consideration by a commit
tee of judges are E. Jean Lewis, 
Route 1, Ahoskie; Jean Elizabeth 
Hepner, Ahoskie; Emily Ruth 
Peele, Tyner; Joe Jackie Lee, 
Aulander; and Annie Pearl Wig
gins, Woodland.

The five young people will be 
interviewed Friday night, April 
28, at the Roanoke Electric Mem
bership Corporation office build
ing by a panel of judges consist
ing of the following persons: 
Miss Rebekah Rivers, Tarheel 
Electric Membership Associa
tion, Raleigh; Mrs. Edith Larson, 
director of the Dramatics De
partment of Chowan College, 
Murfreesboro; and Dr. C. L. 
Shoffner, dental surgeon, Weldon.

From the group of finalists, 
two will be selected as winners 
of all-expense-paid Rural Elec
tric Youth Tour contest trips 
to Washington, D. C., in June, 
Turner said.

Final judging of the contestants 
is to be based on the following:
(1) knowledge of cooperative ru
ral electrification, 50 per cent,
(2) speaking ability, 20 per cent,
(3) poise, 10 per cent, (4) per

sonality, 10 per cent and (5) ap
pearance, 10 per cent.

The youth group will travel to 
and from Washin^on, D. C., by 
chartered bus and will be chap
eroned by adult couples. During 
their visit to the nation’s capital 
city, the young people will see 
the United Slates government in 

(See CONTEST, Page 10)

Commissioners 
Adopt Budget 
Pay Plans

JACKSON-Northampton Coun
ty Commissioners met Monday 
night at 8 p.m. in the county court
room to discuss preliminary 
budget planning, according to 
County Manager Melvin Holmes.

Commissioners adopted the 
“Position Classification Plan, 
Pay Plan and Personnel Resolu
tion” presented by the Institute 
of Government in 1963 as the base 
for paying county employees.

The “step” method of paying 
personnel rates each employee 
according to his position and 
length of service. The plan es
tablishes mlnlmun and maxi
mum salary requirements.

Following adoption of the plan 
and discussion of budget prepa
rations, commissioners went in
to executive session and the reg
ular meeting was adjourned.

Three Northampton 4-H^ers 
Claim State Championships

Traffic Cases, Assaults 
Dominate Court Session

Daylight Saving 

To Begin May 1
JACKSON - Northampton 

County residents will begin their 
day’s activities one hour earlier 
beginning next week when day
light saving time goes into ef
fect throughout the state and 
most of the nation.

County Manager Melvin 
Holmes said Thursday all county 
governmental employees will re
port for work one hour earlier 
Monday when the system goes 
into effect.

Residents are reminded to set 
alarm clocks ahead one hour 

Wheeler is being considered for prior to retiring Sunday night 
the ABC post but added no defi- in order to compensate for the 
nite decision has been made, change.

JACKSON — Traffic violations, 
assault and drunkenness charges 
dominated Wednesday’s session 
of Northampton Recorder’s 
Court. ..

Cases tried and judgments are 
as follows:

Jimmy Williams, carrying a 
concealed weapon, assault with a 
deadly weapon and discharging a 
firearm in a public place, 30 
days on each of the first two 
charges, suspended on payment 
of $25 fine and costs; Larry 
Dale Moore of Kelford, reckless 
driving, $10 and costs; Odell Ja
cobs, Rich Square, failing to 
comply with restrictions on op
erator’s license, costs; Pearl 
Panton Jenkins, Milwaukee, fail
ing to give audible signal before 
passing, costs.

Joseph Godwin, Woodland, fail
ing to see movement could be 
made in safety, costs; Arthur B,

Grovatt, Kilmornack, Va., speed
ing, costs; Ralph Stanley Vinson, 
Woodland, driving under influ
ence, $100 and costs; ElmoPitch- 
ford, Garysburg, assault with a 
deadly weapon, costs; James Kee 
of Garysburg, assault on a fe
male, nol pressed with leave; 
Therman Vincent, Newport News, 
driving too fast for existing con
ditions, costs; Donald K. Smith, 
East Juliette, Ga., speeding, $10 
and costs,

Vernon T. Bunting, Edenton, 
$10 and costs; Doris T. Myers, 
Norfolk, $10 and costs; William 
James Deloatch, Conway, driv
ing under influence, $100 and 
costs; and William McKinley 
Barnes, Seaboard, carrying a 
concealed weapon and assault 
with a deadly weapon, 30 days 
on each charge, suspended on 
payment of $25 and costs and 
one year good behavior for each 
offense.

RALEIGH - Three outstanding 
Northampton County 4-H club 
members have been selected as 
1967 state project winners.

Wayne Woodard, Arthur Jenk
ins and Connie Jenkins, with 48 
other top 4-H’ers in the state, 
have been selected on the basis 
of long-time project records.

In announcing the 51 winners. 
Dr. T. C. Blalock, state 4-H 
leader at North Carolina State 
University, remarked, “These 
51 club members are the out
standing 4-H members in the 
state,

“These members are being 
honored for project achievement, 
but they have also demonstrated 
superior leadership ability, citi
zenship responsibility and other 
characteristics of well-rounded, 
talented young men and women,” 
Blalock asserted.

Northampton’s three winners 
will join 29 other state winners 
in representing the state at Na
tional 4-H Club Congress in 
Chicago where many of them will 
place their project records in 
competition with others from all 
over the UnitedStates. In addition 
to the trip to Chicago, other 
awards include wrist watches and 
savings bonds.

Wayne Woodard, l7-year-old

Arthur Jenkins

son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. 
Woodard of Conway, is state 4-H 
home grounds beautification 
project winner.

In eight years of 4-H club 
work, Wayne has completed 56 
projects and prepared many ex
hibits and demonstrations. He 
was district winner in theFarm-

Cannie Jenkins

ers Cooperative Demonstration 
in 1966 and also a blue ribbon 
winner in public speaking in 1966. 
In 1966 he was a delegate to 4-H 
citizenship short course in Wash
ington.

He has been president of the 
Roberts Chapel 4-H Club three 
years and was secretary-treas-

Woyne Waadord
urer and vice president of the 
county 4-H council.

His award trip to National 4-H 
Club Congress will be sponsor
ed by North Carolina Associa
tion of Nurserymen.

Arthur, 14, and Connie, 16, 
are son and daughter of Mr. and 

(See 4-H’ers, Page 10)


