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FIFTH INSTALLMENT

ON THE RACK.

CHAFTER Xil.

For the moment & tew element bad
bees Introduced wto the borror of the
Ktihe tablésu All eves were fixed upon
Queat. who listened o the inspectors

dubious words with s supercilious
smile upon hia lpe
Perbape,” he suggested "you wolid

like to sel e & few questicns’

“Ferhape | mny feel 1t my duty w
do w0 the Inspector replied gravel)
“In the fHrst place. then Mr Quest
will you kindly explain the condition
of your elothes?”

Quest shrugged his shoulders

“Here you are, then” he replied
“This worning | decided to make an
Bltempt 1o clear up the wystery of
Mucdougnl's disuppearsnce [ s=ot on
my secretdry Mlss Laura, 0 mike
friends with ithe seclion boss, and
Loom nod | weat out by sutomoblls
& Lttle later  We tustituted & search
o1l @ new principle, and before vety
long we fooud Macdougal's body
That's bue up against you. [ think, o
spECIon”

“Nery  lhkely " the
perved GO b pleass

I Left the two youlg ledles, at Mids
Leuors s wist (o superintend the 1=
moval of the body 1 myselfl had wno
cugagement to deliver over Ler jew-
eiw to Mra. Rbelnboldt here st wnd
day  |oreturned W Where ty sulowwn
bile was waiting, starled for the city |
and was sttacked Ly two thugs near |
the section bouie 1 gol away llun.I
them, ran to the tower house o Lry|
and stop the freight. wan fullowed by
the thuge, wud Juniped out on W ll.wl
lnat car from the wigual wim ™

“Where 1o your sutomobls ™ |

‘Noiden,” Quest replivd D left 1]
o the rokd  When 1 Jumped from the |
frofght car 1 took & taxtoub to the pro |
fespor's and called for biw, us e
rauged ™

The inspector nodded |

“1 shiall hinve o mak you o excouse |
me for womoment,” he sald, “while ||
ring up tumbar ten signal tower. 11
Mr Queel's story recelves corrobure |
ton the watler (& ut &0 end ™

The nspector left the rvum mlmost |
fmmediately ‘

When he returned he wus looking |
graver thin ever !

“Quekt,” he announced, "your ulthl‘

ihapectol ob

18 useless—1n fuet, & Hetle worne thaey
uselesn  The operstor al number ten
hus been found murdered st the buck
of the wower!™

Quest sturted

“l uught not to have left him to
those thugs” he murmured regret
fully

“There 18 no automobile of yours i
the vicinity.” the Ingpector continued |
“nor any nawas of it 1 think 1t will be
e well pow, Quest, for this matter |
tuke ita obylous course. Wil you
firat of all, hand over her Juwels W
Mra Rheinholdt®”

Quest drew the keys of the safe
from bis pocliet, eromscd the room wind
sWang open the mafy dour. For w mmo
ment afterwards he stood trangnxed
His arin, balf outstretebied, remained
mottontess.  Then he turned slowly
sronod |

“The jewels have been stolen,” he
announced with unoatursl calm

The inspector luld bis haud beavily |
upon Quest's shoulder

You will kindly consider pnuuelh
under srrest, Quest  Ladies and gen
tlemen, will you clesr the room wow
i you please, The amhulwul tele |
phuln’.‘d fur is outside”

Phe professor. who hed been look |
Ing ¢ though dazed, suddenly inter
vened.

“Mr. French,” he satd eurnestly, |
am convinced thel you &re making @
great mistake. In arresting aud tak
ing awes Mr Quest YOu 8re removing
from us the oue wan who 18 Hkely
be able to clenr up thils mysiery’

The Inspector pusbed him gently
v uile sidw

“You will excuse me, professor. hi
suid 'but this e no matter for argu
ment  If Mr Quest can clesr himsoll
no vue will be more glad than 1°

Quest ehrugged hiv shoulders

The lospector will have his Hih
joke, Yo observed dryly. ‘M al
right. girls  Kaep cool” be weat oi
wd b puw g lears in Leoora's eyoe
“Come rtound and see me in the
Tombe, one of you."

The mmbulance men came and de
partéd with their grim burden, the
routi on the ground Avor was locked
and sealed, and the houss Was s00m |
emply except for the two girls  To
ward thres o'clock Lepors wenl oul
wud retirned with o newspaper  She
epened It out Wpon the teble and Lhey I
ho!!n pored uver it

“tJustice Thorpe bies refused to con-
sider ball!' He'w a guy, that Justioe
Thorpe, and so's the 1410t who wrote
Wils HUN!" Laura exclaimed, thrigl,

| feswor's,”

Bolig to Wik o the professor

Laure sdjusted the mirror to the in-
Mrument aud Letors raug up The
protessol himsell auswered the call

“Have you seen the thred o'clock
edition, professor,” Linora usked

I never read newspapers. yobug
luds" the prafessor replied

Let me teil you what they say
ubout Mr Quest!”

Lenora commenced a rambling sc-
count of what ebe bud reud i the
newspeper Al the time the eyes of
the twu girls were fxed upon the mir
ror They could see the professor
eited 10 bl clialr with two huge vol
vines by lia side, & plle of msnuscript,
end @ pen t bt bund  They could
even culvh the look of symipathy ou
bk fhce as he lsteied nitentively Sud-
denly Lenors almost troke off She
gripped Laurm by the arm  The dour
uf the study had been opened slowly,
wnd Uratg carrying 8 bundle, paused
tor & momeut on the threshold He
plsnved tervously toward the profes
S0r who seemed utiaware of his eu
tratice  Then bhe moved stealthily to
ward the fireplace stooped duwn and
committed eomething w the fHumes
The relief un hie foce, e he W0 up,
WEE obvious

VAN L dhe do for M Quest, youug
lads, | will, the professor prunitaed

He latd the recelver down and the

“The Jewels Have Been Stolenl”

reffection on the mircer faded nwiy
Lenora started up and hastily put on
Ber cout pnd hat, which were gLl 1y
lug on the chalr,

“Lomm golng fight down to the pro
whe Bnnounced

“What do you thiuk you ean do
there® Laurs weked

“1 am golug to see I 1 can fnd out
what thit mus burned,” she peplied
“Iowill be back i oan hour”

lavura walked with her as far as the
street car. and  very soon witerward
Lenorn found Wernell knocking at the
professors front door.  Cralg admitted
her almost wl coce  For s momient he
seemed L shiver as be tecogilaed her

“Well youug lads." the prfessor
enld, "huve you thought of sometiiing

| I ¢an do®

Bhe 1ok no potide of the chair to
which he polnted, and rested liee hand
upon kle shoulder

“Professor,” she begged, "go and wee

Mr Quest' Ha is ln the Tombs prison
It would be the Kindest thing anyond
cauld picEsibly do”

The professor glanced regratfully at
his mantscrapt, byt he did "ot hesl
tate He rose pramptly o s leet

"It you think he would appreciate
it [ will go et once” he darided

Her fa2e shone with gratitude

“That {8 really klnd of you, profes
sor " she declared

*1 will send for my cost and we will
g0 logether 1 you like,” be suggostid

She smiled

| am goltig the olher way, Lack to
Ganrgln square,” sha explained N
plunse don'y ring 1 csu Nod my owa
Wky out”

8he burried fromw the roow. Outside
1o the hall she pansed for & woment
tatening wihth besting hesrt By (he
side wall was & bat rack with brauch:
ing pegs, from which weveral coats
were hunglng Ebe slipped guletly be-
hind (heir ghelter

A moment of Iwo later she heard
the professor leave the houss Very
cautiously she #tole out from her hid-
ing place The halk was empty 8he
crogsed 1t with noiseless footsteps,
slipped Into the stidy and moved
stealthily to the fAreplace There wae
a litle heap of ashes in one distinet
spot.  Rha gathered them up in her
nendkerchief wnd eecreted It in her
Aresn and quietly left the house

At Georgla square ale found Lanra
walting for her, aud n few minutes af
terward the two glils were examining
the nshes with the ald of Quest's ml-

Croscope,

ol Cralg’

Amoug the Utls plle ¥as,

Kid, alu't you"

Lenors locked wp.  Then her head
suddenly inte her bhands  Jhe
kniw
sl ped hor
er

That's Il right child" she sald
weethingly We'll sew him through
thils. somehow or other’

wank

Laurs piatted ber shoul

Laum.” exclatmed Lenors, “we will
wave Mro Quest aud we will get hold
| have & pluy  ldstent™

CHAPTER Xiit

Cradk's surprise was real enough
s b opened the buck door of the pio
s on the fullowing mora
ing Wid tound Lenora standing vn the
thoeshuld

Lnora smbled plewsantly

1 catie (o thte dour " she sald, "be
cause | wanted & Hitle talk with you"

Craig'e wititude was perfect. He was
mystifted but be remained respactful

Will you come loside™ be fovited

ghe shook her head

1 sm wirald " she confided, "of what
| am going to #ay being overheard
Come with me down to the garuge
for 8 momegm

He opened the dovrs of the garage,
leaving thie keys o the luock wod they
both passed bialde

You cal #ay what you please here
withuut the siighteat fear of beiog

fesiors |

overbesrd, miss Craig remarked
Lenora noaded, and breathed w
preayer to Nerself  She wes pearet

the door then Cralg Ly dbout helf o
durzeti paces  Her hand groped 1o the
Inttle bag =he Was  Carryiug  wod
gnipped something hard She clenched
her teeth tor & moment. Then the
BUtomutic pistol Aasbied out through
the gludtn

Craig,” she tbhreatened,
muse | shall shoot you "

It aeemud a8 though the man Were
B cowurd.  He begat to tremble, hia
Iips twitched nis eyes grew larger
#od rounder

What 18 107
Qo vul wanl

Juet this ! Lenore sstd frmdy 1
suspedt yuu fo Le gutity uf the vrime
fur whileh Sauford Quesl 18 10 prisou
| éi golug to buve jou guestioued
If you wie lhuotenut you have uothiug
tu fear I yok are gullty tbhera will
be someutie here befufe Julg » o will
ealiacl the tiuth from yuu

Fhe man's face wad an epltume of
teitor  Even hits buess stook  Leuora
fell lerself giow caler with every
Taiiieht

"I s goliig vulélde o seud W mied
woke, abe told Lo I sball return
presentiy &

“Don't ko g begged suddenly
Chi’t leuyve Gie! 1 wnd Woocent. 1
hive dotie nothing wiotg I you Keep
e here, you will do more barn thao
you can dresm of

‘it you

be faltered “What

"I 1e for otlier people o duclds
about your lhnovenes Lenors ssld
calbinly | Nave nothing e do with

thet  If you wie wise yud will stop
hete quletly

‘Have you wsald suvthing to Mr
Ashilpigh, mlss?” the man ssked pite
vusly

Not s word ”

A expresélon of reller shuue for a
motient upon hia fece,  Letork gt
ed 1o w stool

“Hit down there aud welt guletly”
she oedered

He obeyed witbout & word  She
lett the place, lovked the door we
curely wnd made ber way round to the
other slde of the garage the side
fiidden from the house. Here, at (he
tar corner, she drew u lttle pocket
wirelesy from her Ling Wnd set It on
the window sill. Very slowly she sont
lier mieasaKe

I have Craig here in the prafessor’s

garage, locked wp. If our plan has
succeeded, come &t once | am walt
Ing for you,

There was o reply.  She weut the
megaers aeiin aod agaln:  Buddenls,
duitng & pausy there was w litne fuah
Wpon the plute A MeBtdge Wad Com
g to gy She transoribed it with
Leatiug beun

0, K. Coming

- . L] L] L] . L]

The guard swiung opet the wickel
i froat of Lliesi s cell

“Yaohg woman 1o see you. Quest,
e auhouuesd Tei minules, and uo
loud talklug, pleass

Quust moved w the bars, It was
Laura whe stoud there She wastsd
very hittle thine 1 prellminaries  Has
g satlsfed herwel! that the guard
wia oul of heariee, ehe leaped vs close
us ehe colld to Quast

"Look Nére” she wild, "Leuura’s
cragy with the Wea that Cralg has
done these Johs—Craig. the profes
sor's servant you know., Wa uaed the
phototelusme yesterday sfteruoon and
s him burh somethiing In the pro
leba s wludy Lenora  went  up
struteht away ond got bold of the
wahos”

Smart girl" Quest myrmured. oed

dine approvingiy Weli?
There ate distinet ({ragmeénts,”
Laura contioned, "of embroidered muun

such as the Salvauan Army girl might

have been wenriig
ane aide, bt they ain’t enough v
dence  Lewors's idea s that you
should gel hold of Cralg aud by puotizs
biim Into & conlession.”

That's all right,” Quest replied
but how am 1 to get hold of him "

Laura glanced once more careless!y
araund 10 vhere the guard stood

Lentra'a gotie up to the professar’s
rgain thie afiernoon  She fs golug ta
try and get hold of Oralg abd loek him
in the warage IF ahe euoceeds, dhe
will send R messuge by wireless st
three oclock 1t e half past two
now. "

“Well? Quest oxelalmed.

We put them oo

aulte well that her secret had |

“Well?*
I

“If You Move | SBhall Shoot Youl”

“You can wurk thie guard it you
want to," Lenors wWent o "'l have
sEel You tackly worse uuu He stems
dend easy. Then let me it the cell,
take m¥y clothes and lvave e here ”

wuest followed the schieme In his
mind quickly

“It Ie &ll right,” ke declded. “but 1
am pot at all/stire that they can really
tiold me on the evidunce they have
got. If they can't 1 shall be duing my-
self more barm than good fo this
way "

Its no use uuleu you can get hold

of Craig quickly” Laura sald '"He ls
Eetting the scares as it i3’
“T'H do it " Quest decided Call tha

guard, Linore ™

8he obeved
uaturedly towerd them

WQuest  looked &t Wim
through the biurs

1 want sou to come inside for a
moment.' Guest repeated softly 10
look the door please tike the key uif
your bunch and come inside

The man besitated but all the time
bie Augere were fumbllig with the
keys, Quest's lHps continded to mpve
The wirder opened the door snd en.
tered A few mintted lafer Quedt
passed the key through the »iudow 1o
Laura, who was standing on guard

Withuul @ word, knd «1th marvelous
rapidiey, the chisnge wes  efected
Lsura produced from hier handbag &
wig, which she pitined inside her hiat
wnd passed over to Quest  Then sha
fung herself on 1o the bed aud drew
the blenkst up to her <hin

‘How lutig w1 he stay ke that?”
she whispered puluting to the warder
whio was eitting on the Auvur whth big
arm folded and bis eyes cloged

“Halt and hour or &0 Quest ab:
wwered Dot bother about im0
ehiall diup the Key Back through the
winduw

LQuest reachied Georgla Bguare at
Nve nduutes to thiee A glanve up
wid down asenced him that the houss
wiad unwatched He let himself o
with' his own key, threw  Liurs's
clothes off and after a few moments’
besttation, selected fronl the waid-
robis & rough tweed sult with & thick
Hning und Iepels  Just me he wid
tytng hia tle, the Hitle wirelsss which
he had latd on the table at his slde
begal to record womessage 1Te glineed
at the Clock It wie exactly thrue

Quest's eyes shione for & moment
with sallstuction, Then he sent off
bils anawering messsge put on o dus
ter and slouch hut, and et the house
by the side entradee Iy oo few mos
ments ke was In Hrosdwiy, and a
qQuarter of an hotre liter & taxlonb de
posited him at the entrance to the

The man came good-

steadfustly

He walked axiftly
up the drive and turned toward the
girage. hoping evary moment [0 see
sometlitng of Lenora. The door of the
plage stood open, He entered anl
wulked around. It was emply There
AuE o slgn of elther Cralg or Le
nora!

WYuent recovered from his Hrst dis
Rpoointment stole caretully
made K minute exsmilnation of the
place  lose to the ¢irner from whiich
Lamors hid sent ber wiraless messinge
to him he stooped and pleked up a
handkerchief which from the warking
he recognleed ut onee A few leet
Hany thes dleturbed us
though by the tramipling
feet  He set his tecth

I've got (o And that girl he mut
terpd.  "Cralg con go to h=1!"

He turned awsy and spprosched the
house The front duur stobd open
gad he malde Nis way at once to e
Ibrary. The professor, who was sit-
ting nt Mk desa surrounded by a pile
of kooks snd papers. addressed him

professor's hotse

out and

Eravel wihe

of Euversl

s hie entered withont looking up
"Where on ewrth have vou been
Cralg? he Inguired petulantly T has

mine for you six tiimes  Haeve | not
1ol seu hevier to leave the pluce with:
out orders |

It w6 mot Crala. Quest replisd quict
Iy, 1t 1s 1, professor——8unfond Quis
The proféssur swing round o hle
chulr and «yid his vigitor n
netonishiment

Quest™ ke exclatmod
my soull Have they
eady thon

| eame ot Quust replicd grim
Iy, “Biv vight. gnd Hston o we lor @
momant. will yau

You came out? the

thank

trod bigew

et you out @l

professor ro-

pented. looking a lintle dezed Yeou
RN YOu eschpud ™

Quest nodded

Perhape 1 made s wistake,” he ad
mitted. “but bere | am  Now laten
professor.”  And te told the story ol

the last few houre

The professor’'s face was almopt pirl
il o s bank amarement  Hig
mouth waas Wide open ke s chillid's,
wurde secinsd  abisplutely  dented to
him  He rose 1o his feet. obyionsly
a lremendous et o sdjust his

Ifean
el luched wp lu oy gaerage?”
he murmured.  “Cralg gulity of thuse

murdera’ Why, my dear Mr. qunt.

they left the car &l a gurage and
msde thelr way up a back street whilvh
euabled them to euter the house at
the alde sutrunce Iy passed ap
slulrs Into the sitting roowm Juent
fetehed the puchel wirgless pnd lnid it
dowu on the table  The professcr ex
amined 11 With lulerwdl

You wre tuatvelyus iy frlend,
be declared Witk sl these resouins
of scletive Mt yuur cumwend It eerms
licredtble that you should be In the
position You sre

Quest nodded covlly -
prufessor. while

e sald. opdh
Where are

deud me

Just vbe wmotment
I oswnd off & Divossge
tug the lhithe lustroment
Vo, Letord™  he slgusied
wold wnd 1 will fetch you [ am bo oy
vWt Luuse tur the presetit.  Let tie
know thal Sou are safe’

I professor lyatied back. smoking
une of Queat's eacellent clgurs.  He
was begloniug o sbow sigus of the
vellyst tuterest

Quest ™ be eutd, "1 wigh 1 ¢ould in
diice 500 1o dismiss this extraordinary
supposition of yours copcefming oy
servant Cratg  The man bes been with
me for ithe best part of twenty years
He saved v life fn S8outh America:
we bave traveled In mll parte of the
world He has proved blmasell to bLe
exemplary, & falthful spd devoted
selvant "

Then perhaps you will tell me
WJuest suggested, "where he la now,
wid why he hay gone awuy® Thst
dues not look like complets lunoceucs,
does 11?"

The professor sighed.

‘| cannot #tay nere much longer, un-
legs | meun o go back to the Tombs.™
Quest declared

Surels,” the professor suggested
“sour lnnocéncs will very soun be &
tabiished

There |8 one thing which will hap
pen. without & doubt” Quest replied
My wuto wnd the chauffeur will be dis
Covered | have lnslsted upon loguirs
led belug sent out throughout the state
U Cutisuticut They tell e tou,
that the polloe are hard on the scent
of Red Gallagher and the other an
Uliluss they get wind of this and well
me pulrposely, thelr drrest will be the
end of wiy troubled  To tell you the
truth professor  Quest coucluded it
s nut of myself | am thluking &t &l

Judl guw It s Leauia”
Tug protessor uodded gympattet
feully

The youug lady who shut Cralg up
fu the guisge, yuu wean’ A plucky
youug wotiab she nust be.'

Shlie hme & gresl meany otlier goud
quslities besdldes courage, Quedl de-

| Clared Women bave wul countsd
for wueh with tue, professor, up il
LUW sl toure than they tkye done, |
whould thiok, with you, but 1 tell you
frioukly If anyoue Mas burt a halr of
that girl's bead | Wil bave their lves

whutaver the penalty may Le' [t 1a
for her daake—to find her—that | broke
Gut of prison and that | sm trying
keep free The wisesat thing to do
fram my own polnt of vlew, would be
to glve myself up 1 can't bring my
self todo thet without kKuowing what
has become of her”

The professor nodded sgnin

"A charming and wellbred young
woinan she seema,’’ he admitted 1
fear that | ahould only be a bungleo
i your professton, Mr (uest, but it
there 18 wnything [ can do depend
upon me.  Personally | am couvinced
that Cralg will return 0 me with
sole plauslble explanation as to what
has haprened

Uuent, for the third or fourth time
moved cRutlously toward the window
His expresslon suddenly changed He
Elarced wuddeuly downward, frowned
slightly

“They're wfter me'"
“8it gl professor

He dirted Intu bis room and reap
penred pgaln slmont Immedintely The
profedsur gave B gasp of ustanish
ment at hin altered appearance  Hiw
tweed gl seemed to have heen tormed
lustidw out  There were nuo lupeis now
and it was buttoned up to his teck He
wore o loug white wprun, o peskod
Al and & chinplece of astunishing
uattrsinges hud tranwforned hin tnto
the sembilance of & Dutch grocer's hos

I'm off. professor Quest whis
pered "You ghall bear from we soln
| bave uot been here remember’

He ran lightly down the steps and
ito the kitchen, ptcked up & bashet
ke 10 baphasard with vegetabies and
thiew & cloth over the top  Then he
tade bl way tothe frout door peared
Oub lur & momwent, swung through i
ou ( the wiep, and turning round
evininenced 1o bulabor It with Lis flst
TWo plaipclotbes men slood wt the
eud of the swreel A pulite sulviuo
bile divw up outalde the gute  Tuspec
tor Freuch. sttended by o policewan
lepped out. Ths foriier louked scaruh
TRy al Guest

he exclaimed

Well wy boy. whut are you dulng
Lete™ bhe ssked

| capaot answer Yel” Quest re
plhed, s brokeu Euglish Teu win

ute slresdy base 1 wadted T kave
koocked at all (be doors

French smiled

You run wlong bowe,” Ue gitid 'mnd
tell your master that e hid Letter
Kave off dellvering goods Lere for the
preantt "

Quest weny off grumbliog  French
opsned the door with a waster key
Wug secured W osratully, lesving one of
Lts wen to guard it He seurched the
roums on the ground Mour wed Aoslls
weehded to Quest's study  The tro-
teasor wam wtlll sujoying his cigar

‘Say. wheie s Quent?' the lnspector
weked promplly

“Have you let bl out already ™" 1)
professcr replled, tn & tone of o
surpriee 1 lhmu!n he wan o 1
Tombs prisen.”

CARDI.II

The Woman’s Tonic
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Funeral Directors
Embalmers

Day or Night Service
Anywhere

Hancock-House Company, Inc.
W C. WILLIAMS

Licensed Embalmer

QF loral Offerings Supplied on Shon Notee

New Store For Rent

lLocated on Roancke Avenue, Second Door from
First National Bank Building --- one of the Best Lo-
New Building, Modern
Apply to

cations in Roancke Rapids.
Show Windows, Ample Roum.

W. F. HORNER

Rogemary, N, C.

Thie ) W Rl A oA WorkL
Plig dnspector prossesd on widh s oy (W Harilh Sxaiiior, 4
mlisWering Bty roostte th e | fale Memneke Hap de B L
KRN 19 Tia rocce: Kbk e wibtes MASUN WORRELL & LONG
back to the room where e profes

Attorneys al Law

Roanoke Rapids, N. €., and
Jackson, N, C,

CLARK & CLARK

Attorneys at Law

Roanoke Rapids, N. C.

B M

Offices

Vpstnive i Hunk Huillding

DR. H. B. FOSTER
DENTIST

Office Hours 9t &

CMbiw swer 15 D Shall's Store
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the Change
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A sl ciothes mgn B Lhiw
i come Wurylig tntn the 1 Every fire tests the kind of
Sy N French, he regoriud seivice B company gives its
fellows have kar hold of policy-holders butthe supreme
dewg In the strel who wis olming test is the great conflagration
o S A JWEN OERE (hat leaves a big city in ashes
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teseribed  exuitiy 8 companies out of business.
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]I‘l"I:I ‘.‘nll.n“- b;: ‘l;.:rul.. Il- !In--l. '.:. '.‘!.'I.' That's one reason we repre-
of Him. Thore wasn txikkli of som: serit the Hartford here. There
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Resident Agents

How about & Hartford Palicy
For YOUR AUTOMOBILE ?

od tuward the door
o b= Dutohie' ™ he #xclalmied
fonsor smiled benlgnly,
BE CONTINUEDY
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