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* President’s Message.
- %ﬁo Salabg;.ﬂaﬁq’ﬂwhﬁn:

In coming before you for the first
time as Chief Magistrate of this great
nation, it is with gratitude to the Giver
of all good for the many benefits we

enjoy.

OUR COUNTRY.

We are blessed with peace at home
without any entangling alliances
"abroad to forbode trouble, with a terri-
tory unsurpassed in fertility, of an
mrea equal to an abundant support of
fire hundred millions of people,abound-
ing in every variety of useful mineral,
in quantity sufficient to supply the
world for manufacture, exuberent crops
and a variety of climate adapted to the
production of every species of earth’s
-riches, suited to the habits, tastes and
requircments of every iiving thing. A
population of forty millions of free peo-
ple speaking ome language, facilities
for cvery mortal to acquire an educa-

- tion with institutions closing to none,
the avenues to fame or any blessing of
fortune that may be coveted, freedom
uf the press and school, and a revenue
flowing into the treasury beyond .the
requirements of the government.

appily, harmony is being rapidly
restored within our uwn borders. Man-
ufactures hitherto unknown in our
country are springing up in all sections,
producing a degree of national inde-
pendence unequalled by any other
power. These blessings, and countless
others, are entrusted to your care and

- mine for safe keeping the brief period
of our genure of office. In a short time
we must each of us return to the ranks
of the people who have conferred our
honors, and account to them for our
stewardship. I earnestly desire that

neither you nor L may e condemijed
by pur free and enlightencd 'couutry-
meét, not'by our ewn conscience.

Ewerging from a rebellion of gigan-
tic struggle, as it was, by the sympatby
and assistance of the nations with
which we were at peace, cleven States
of the Union were for four years left
without legal State government.

A nntiohal debt hdid been contract-
ed; American commerce was almost
driven from the seas; the industry of
one half of the country had been taken
from the control eof capitalists, and
placed where all labor rightfully be-
longs, in the keeping of the laborers.
The work of restoring the Btate gov-
ernments loyal to the Unian, of pro-
tecting and fostering freelaber, of the
providing of meaus for the payment of
the imterest on the public debt, has
received ample attention ,from Con-
gress. |

Although your efforts have not met
with success in all particulars that
might have been desired, yeton the
.whole they have been more successful
‘than could have becn reasonably an-
ticipated. Seven States which passed
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ordinances of secession, have been ful-!

ly restored to places in the Union.
. The eighth, (Georgia.) held an elec-
tion at which she ratified her coustitu-
tion, republican in form and elected b
. Governor, members of Congress, State
Legislature and-other officers required.
The Governor was installed; the Legis-
lature met and perfornied ail the acts
then required of them by the recon-
struction acts of Congress ; snbsequent-
ly, however, in violation of the Consti-
tution which they had just ratified. as
since decided by the Bupreme Court
of the State, they unseated the
colored members of the Legis-
lature and admitted to seats some
members who are disqualified by the
third clause of the 14th amendment,
an articlé® which they themselves had
contributed to ratify. Under these
cifcumstances I iwould svbmit to you
whether it would not be wise without
delay to enact a law guthorizing the
Giovernor of Georgia to convene mem-
bers originally elected to the Legisla-
ture, requiring each to take an oath
prescribed by the recoustruction acts,
aud none to be admitted who are in-
eligible under the 3rd clause of the
14th amendment.

The freedmen, under the protection
which they have received, are making
rapid progress in learning, and no com-
plaints are heard of a lack of industry

_on their part when they receive fair
remuneration for their labor.

The measures providing for paying
the interest of the public debt, with

. all other expenses of the governnent,
are more than ample.

The loss of our commerce is only the

, result of the rebellion, which has not
received sufficient attention from you.
To this subject I call your earnest at-
tention] but will not now suggest any
plans by which this object may be ef-
fected, but will, if necessary, muke it
the subject of a special message during
the session of Congress. i .

* At the March term of Cengress, by
join resolution, it authorized the Ex-
cutive to order elections in the States
of Virginia, Mississippi and Texas—to
submit to them the Constitutions which
each had previously framed, and to
submit the Constitutions, either entire
or iu separate parts, to be voted upon
at the directions of the Executive
Under this authority elections were
called. In Virginia the election took

. place on the 6th of July, A Governor
und Lt. Governor -were eclected, and
have been installed. The Legislature
met and did all required by this reso-
lution, and by all the reconstruction
acts of Congress, and abstaining from
all doubtful. I recommend that her
Senators and Representatives Dbe
promptly admitted to their seats, and
that State be fully restored to its place
in the family of States.

Elections were called in Mississippi

- and Texas to commence on the 3Uth
of November—two days in Mississippi,
and four days in Texas.

The elections have taken place, but
the result is not yet known. It is
hoped that the acts of the Legislaturc
of these States when they meet will
be such as to receive your approval

+ and thus close the work or reconstrue-
tion.

FINANCE.

Amopg the evils growing out of the
rebellion and not yot referred to, is that
of an irredeemable currency. It is an
evil which [ hope will receive your
wmost earnest gttention. It isa duty
and one of the Lighest duties of* the
Government to secyre to citizens a me-
dium of exchange of a fixed and unva-
yying value. This implics & return to a

| provided by law.

specie basis and no substitute for it can
be devised—it should be commenced
now, and reached at the earliest prac-
ticable moment, consistent with g fair
regard to the interest of' the debtor
class. Immediate resumption of specie
payment would not be desirable, it
would compel the debtor to pay be-
yond their contracts in gold at the date
of their purchase, and would  bri
‘bankruptcy and ruin fo thousands.—
Fluctnations however. in ar valne
of the measure of which all values gold,
is deterimental to the interest of trade.
It makes the man of business 'an’in-
voluntary gambler, for in all sales
where future payment is to be made,
both parties must know as to what will
be the value-of the currency to be paid
and received. I earnestly recommend
to you, then, such legislation as will be
certain to insure a gradual!return to
specie payments, and put an immediate
stop to the fluctuation iu the valte ‘of
currency., The methods to, secure the
former of these results are as numer-

utied | oy as speeulars on politiesl: economy,

To soeure. the latter I see but one way.
That is to authorize the treasury t:g-
defm its own paper ata fixed price,
whénever presented; or withhold from
circulation all currenpy so redeemed
until sold agein for gold. The vast re-
‘sources-of the nation, both developed
and undeveloped ought make our credlt
the best on the earth. With less bur-
den of taxation than the ecitizen has
endured for six years past, the entire
public debt could be paid in ten years
but it is not desirable -that the people
:should be taxed to pay it in that time.
"Year by year the ubility to pay incress-
esin rapid rativ, but the burden of
interest ouglit to be reduced rapidly as
can be without {he violation of contract.
The public debt is represented in a
great part by bonds having from five
fo twenty and from ten to forty years
to run, bearing interest at the rate of
six and five per cent respectively. It
is optional with the government to pay
these boads at any period after the ex-
piration of the least time . mentioped
upon-their face. The time has already
expired when a great part may be taken
up, and rapidly approaching when all
may be—believing that all which are
now due may be replaced in bonds bear-
ing at a rate of interest not exoceeding
44 per cent, and rapidly as the remain-
der becomes due, that they may be re-
placed in the same way. Lo accomplish
this it may be necessary to authorize
the interest to be paid at either of three
or fuur of the money centres of Europe
or by any Assistant Treasurer of the
United States, at the option of the hol-
ders of the bonds. I suggest this sub-
ject for the consideration of Con 5,
and also, simultaneously with this, the
propriety of redeeming our curreney,
before suggestsd, at its market valve,
at the time the law goes into effect, in-
creasing the rate at which the curren-
cy will be bought and sold, from day
to day, or week to week, at the same
rate of interest as the Government pays
upon its bonds, subject to tariff and in-
ternal revenue taxation, will necessari-
ly receive your attention.

The revenues of the country ave
greater than the requirements, and
may with safety be reduced ; but the
funding of our debt on a four or a four
and a half per eent. loan would reduce
the annual current expenses largely,
and thus after funding justily a great-
er reduction of taxation than would be
expedient now. I suggest the post-
ponement of this question until the
next meeting of Congress.

It may be advisable to melsfy faration
and tariff in instances where unjust or
burdensome discriminations are made
by the present laws, but a general re-
vision of the laws regulating this I
recommend to be psstpoued for the
present. I also suggest a remewal of
the tax on incomes, but a reduced rate
—say three or four per cent and this
tax to expire in three years.

VWith the funding of the national
deht as here suggested, I feel safe in
saying that taxes and revenue from im-
ports may be
to eighty millions per annum at once
and be still further reduced from year
to year as the resources of the coun-
try are developed. The report of the
Secretary of the Treasury shows the
receipts of the government for the fiscal
year ending the 30th of June, $370,-
943,747, expenditures, including infer-
est, bounties, &c., to b8 8321,490,597.
The estinates for the eusuing year are
more ftavorable to the government and
will no doubt show a mich larger de-
crease of public debt. The receipts in
the Treasury beyond expenditures have
exceeded the amount necessary to place
to the crediv of the sinking _fund as
To lock up surplus
woney in the Treasury and withhold it
from, eirculation would lead te such a
coutzaetion of currency as to eripple
trade and seriously affect the prosper-
ity of the country. Under these cir-
cumstances, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and myself heartily concurred in
the propriety of using all the surplus
currency 1n the Treasury in the pur-
chase of government bonds, thus redu-

of the coutary and of submitting to
' Congress the question of the disposi-
tion to be made of bomds purchased.
Bonds now held by the Treasury amouut
to seventy--five millions, including
those belonging to the sinking fuynd.
I recommerd that the whole be plaeed
to the credit of the sinking fund.

Your attention is respectfully invited
to the recommendations of the Becreta-
' gy of the Treasury for the creation of
i the office of Commissioner ot: Customs

of the revenue for an ingreasé of gga,
ry to certain classes of officials. The
substitution of inereased national bank

ay be reduced safely from sixty |

cing the :nterest bearing indebtedness | P

three per ceht ‘certificates and mest és-1
pecially to his recommendation for the
repeal of the laws allowing shares of
fines, penalties, forfeitures, &e., to offi-
cers of the Uovernment er to inform-
ers. - L e ” . '
Tho office of Commissioner of ‘Inter-
nal Revenue, is one of the most ardu-

ng | ous and respgnsible under the govern--

ment, and one_which falls very ligtle
short of & ‘Cabinet ‘positién in its -
portance and responsibilities, I, %enld

re, such,, legis-

ask _for : ref
Iation as;’ iﬁyuﬁ? 5.3@;&; will ‘placp’
‘that officer upon 8 footing-of dignity,
commensurable with the importance
and ‘with & character ani t;uahﬁcaﬁom
of & class of ‘men required to:fill it
properly. 3 TR .
. FOREIGN RELATIONS.
As the United States is the freest o
-atl nattiows s0°too i's people aaturally
ympsthizes. nith ol peopls Kba,are:
struggling for liberty and self-govetn-
went. | But whileso sympathising, &6 is

oy ;3“ -l'.hm nb‘-
'ﬁ%n‘?rzg 03' orcing ‘Bﬁ‘t?; views liponJ
enwilling nations and ' froki taking mn
 interested part, without inyitatiem; in
quarrels between different nations or.
between Govéermmuents ‘abd their sub-
jeeis. ‘Our course should ‘always; be'
in conformity with a strict course of
justice and law, international and local,
such has been the 'policy of the ad-
ministration in desling with these
questions. :

4

.

§

province of Spain, and a ncar neighbor
of éurs, in whom all our people cannot
but feel a deep interest, hns: keen!
struggling for independence apd . free-
dom. The people and governmeut of
the United States entertain the same
warm feelings and sympathies for the
people of Cuba in their pending strug-
gle that they manifestéd thronghout
their previous struggles’between Spain
and her former colonies iu behalf of
the latter. But the contest hds at ho
| time assumed ' the- condition ~which"
amowits to, war, in the international
law, or which would show the exis-
tence of a defacto political organiza-’
tion- of insurgents, sutficient to yjustify
a recoguition of belliggrency.

The principle is maintained, how-
ever, that this nation is its. own judge
when to accord the rights of belliger- |
ency, either to a people struggling tp
free themselves from a government

4

dependent nations at war with each
other. The United States has no dis-
position to interfere with the existingd
relations of Spain-to her colauial pos-
sessions on this continent. TDhey be-
lieve that in due time Spain, and other
European powérs will find their inter-
est intermating those relations and |
establishing their present .dependen-
cies as independent powers. These
dependencies are no longer regarded
as subject to transfer from one Euro-
pean power to another. When the
present relation of colonies they are
to become independent powers, exer-
cising the right of choice and of self
<ontrol in the détermination of their
future condition and relations with
other powers, ' The United States in
order to put a stop to bloodshed in
Cuba, and in the interest of a neigh-
boring people, proposed its good offi-
ces to bring the existing contest to a
termination. ‘The offer not being ac-
cepted by Spain on the basis which we
believed could be received by Cuba,
was withdrawn. It is hoped that the
good effices of the United States may
yet prove advantageous for the settle-

ment of this unbappy strife. .

gal expeditiénslﬂﬂwainst Cuba  have
been broken up. it has been the en-
deavor of the Administration to exe-
cute the neutrality laws, fno matter
how unpleasant the task, made by the
sufferjngs we have endured from the
lack of like good faith towards us by
other natious.

On the 26th of March last, the U.'S.!
schooner *‘Lizzie Major’”’ wasg arrested
on the high seas by a Bpanish frigate.
Two engers wera taken and carried:
prisoners to Cuba. Representations of

In the meantime a-number ef ille-

government ae, soon ae official informa-
tion reached Washingtod. The two
passengers ‘were sot at liberty and the
Spanish government assured'the Uni-
ted States that the Captain of the fri-
gate in makiog the capture had acted
without law; that he had been repri-
manded, and that the Spanish author-
4ities in Cuba would nut sanction any
act that could viclate rights, or treat

nation. The question of the seizure of ]
the brig * Mary Lowell” at Bahaua
by the Spanish authorities is now the
subject of correspondence between this
government and Spain and Great Brit-
ain  The. Caprain General of Cuba
about May last issued a proclamation
authorizing “the search 'of vessels on
the hj_gh seas. Immediate remon-
strance was made against this, where-
upon the Captain General issued a new
roclamation limiting search to vessels
of the United Btates authorized under
the treaty of 1725.. This proejamation,
however, was immediately withdrawn.
I bave always felt,that the most inti-
mate relaiious’shoulﬂ%)qbultivatéa be-

pendent nations on this eontinent. It
may be well worthi eausidering wheth-
er new freatigs between us. and them
may not be profitably entered into to
secure more intimate relations, friendly
vommercial and otherwise interoceanie
conmaction. between the Atlamtic and
Pasific Oceans through the Isthmus of
Darien, is one ia which o

| Europesn

. For njove than'an jear & valuable |

they believe to be oppressive. or to in- §

these' facts wére made to the Spanish | ET@

with disrespect the_sovercignty of this 8%

tween the United Sthtes pad the inde-{ tio

Land San Francisco, is

mw n, Portland,
New i » New Orleans,
M‘ n

I eall special attentiva to the recom-
meudations of the Chief of Vrdoance
for the sale of arsenals and lands no
lo of use to the Government ; also

to the secomnsendstion of the Secretar

T

tly interested. - Inatructions. have
been given our minister to the several
States of Columbia t endéavor o’ ob+
taiu’hit‘lio?;ty' for & survey to deters
mite the

n arder to gemply with an agree.
melh't of ihq'Un?wpéqm as to a mix-
ed comuriskion at” Lima for adjustment
of the claitnw, it  beeomes mevessary to |
Fsond a:eommissionex and speretary to

Lima, . L
nited States]

.. The good dffices of the United
i R T
and 'the Bouth Americat républi
ing baen accepted by - Bpainy, Peru-and
Chili; » ‘has been invited to be
held in Washington during the presant
winter. A grant has been given|to
s of AW exolusive, right of

transit ovar;the territony of Nicara

to i'fii&%"ﬂpﬂa ﬁm given 164 as- |
ipont]iwhivh it is d‘huﬁk i f'tiitlh
o vestdd righta o citizens of the
nitpd States. n?& Deqﬁtl:gbht' lof
Shata Hbs ‘now tlilé bubjeok wnde) oan-|
)| ns was &
F |
and that Spainmw : ing 1 ‘2
gear New' York 3; %‘:ﬁ -
r&imlhsj-s;‘%m-w slidve the
naxpl; force at-Cuba to operate. .against
Peru ; orders were given to prevent their
departiire. No' futthe steps having
| been taken by the repressntatives of the
Peruvian, government revent thél
doparture of 'these _vessels,” and 'T’not.
ing nuthiorized to detdin the proper 1
ty of a mation with . which or; are at
peacé, on mere Fxechtive  orders‘the
mafter, is “eferréd to~Congress. The
conduet gf'thé war betmoen 3l nllafes
and the. Republic’ of , Baxaguny Hast
‘made thinf:e‘?th that odﬁntrﬁgﬁchk
of settlement. - It"had 'been idesined
advisable to . withdzaw .our representa-
tives from  thers. towazrds the closelof
the last Adwjnistration, and the matier
was reforrod ‘66 ‘4 tonwémtion, ‘adsigneds

to medt iuf Lomndon for septlerhent.
TRE ALARARA SRLFNS, S0
The outstanding claims between the
United States and Great Britain failed
ta receive the advice and-consent of the
Senate. The time and circumstances
attonding the negotiation of that treaty
werd unfavorable to its acceptance by
the people of the Uunited States, and
its provisions were _wholly inade-
quute for the settlament of  the alleged
.wrongs sustained by this government.
The injuries resulting ﬁd%.lie United
 States by reason of ' the courss adopted
‘by Great Britain during the war, in the
increased rate of duties, the diminution
of exports, and other obstruetions to
domestic industry and productivs; in its
effect upon the fureign commerce of
the country; in the decreasé and trans-
fer to Great Britéin of eurcomniercial
maring ; in the prolongatien of the war
and its ipcreaaa!i cost, bath 1o treasars
‘and lives; in its su ssion eould nat
be adjusted and eatisfied as ordinary
commercial claims which continually
arise between comorereial nations, and
yet the convention treated themus such
ordinary claims for which they, ditfer
more in their gravity of this chardeter
than in the magnitade of their amount.
Great even as is that diffsrence, not a
word was found in the treaty, and not
an inferance could be drawn frdm it, to
remove the sense of the unfricndliness
of the course of Great DBritain in our
struggle for existence, which has so
deeply and universally impressed itself

upon the peuple of this country.
Believing that a convenmtion  thus
misconceived in its scope, and inads-
quate to its provisions, would not have
produced the hearty, cordial settlement
'of the offending quastionsy’ whivh alone
in consistent with the relations which
I desire to have firmly established be-
tween the United Btdtes and Great
Britain I regarded the action of the
Senate in rejecting the  treaty to- have
been wisely taken in the' interest: of
peace, and as mecessary step in the di-
rection of a parfect and cordial friend-
ship between the two counties. - A sen-
sible people; conscious of their, power,
are mote at ease under a great wrong
wholly unallied than uader the ves-
 traint of o settlement which satisfics
neither their ides of justice nor’ their
ve sense of the grievaned they have
 sustained.  The rejection of tha treaty
was followed by. ¢ state of public feel-
iig on both sides which I thought mnot
favorable to our immediate attempt af
renewad tistions. I aecordingly so
-instructed E:e minister of the United
States to Great Britain dud found that
iny views on this regard were shared
by her Majesty’s ministen.. I hope that
the tyne may soon arrive when the two
ywernments can approeach the sabject

of this momentuous question with: ag
appreciation of what 1s due to the right
dighity and 'honor of cach, and with
thie determination not.ouly to ‘remové
the gauses of complaint 1n the past but
to lzy thé foundation of a broad prin-
ciple.of ;public law which will prevent
future diferences and ténd to form a
¢thntinged peacs and triendship. « This
now is the only grave question wlhich
the United States has with auy foreign
nation. o !

‘The question of rencwing the' treaty
for reciprocal trade between the Uniied
States and the. British proyince on this |
continent is not favorably considered.
In eonformity . With thé reéqmnmenda.
L ion o.? Cungr 36,8 proposition to abol-
ish mixed courts for the suppression of

It haying'come to my knowledge that
a corporate company, crganized under
British laws, proposed to land n the
shores of the United States and to op-
erate their submarine cable uunder a
toncession from tlié Emperor of ‘the

merce is French and of an cxelusrve ti;ht for the

& . )
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practieabilitysof the underta- | a

Sta e

Yof “thelr concession’ and  to -

| gvet ta say that there has been

:

{already effected and still increasing,

/the slave trade is nuder negdfiation. b

Tt

— ."i—i

twenty years ol telegr L
cativn with the sHores of France and
thostimited States with the very objec-
tignal foature of suhwitting all mde-
ages convoved ‘théreby to the scrutiny
o e ok it T
: rench and -Dritis -
E:gl_if' \te:sﬁingtiin'to bé made ac-

nainted with' the ‘probable poliey of
‘ET on this subjact as AO“M 3
owed by a bill which passed the Senate
in' Maroh/last. ' The fionn of the

ropresentatives of eompany is ag
ment to :Pu a basis of their
4,/ %he providions of shis ’b%

or such piher enactments omthe’ su
ject a8 might be passed during the ap-
proaching session of Uongross, and also
to use thpir is o - secure from
the Frepch government a, modification
permif
g to

the landig of nop c‘ut:d vesng, i
1 rpora =7
BRI i, b
State in the U:l:lim.-': and qhnthpuf'prt'
t tablishme an
":mo&ﬁ?’ A %"‘iﬁmﬂﬁm ok
this) ggreembet ‘& directed/the, with

sLof mil opposition by, the Uit
ﬁ%g o Tﬂe‘%ﬁ:& &F' thie™ onble;
[@ntil - the miesting of Congress: I re-
m;mod-"
ification in this coppanies concessiow, |
‘nor sb far &4 I can learn, have they at- |
| tempted, $0 sooure one—their congession
excmes_ capital and citizons of the
Onidd States fromy' ' sompleting apon |
the phonds of France. o1l
I recommend. legislation to protect
the rights of citizens under the States.
| aud sovereigety of p#tions against such
an assumption. I shall endeavor to
(socure, b nego‘ﬁgticm; an ahandon-
‘mont of the pritciple of monopolies in
the Ocepn trade cables. '
The -nddottled
other countties, Jess: fuythinate than our
Lpwp, somedimey induces their citizens
to come to the United for the
sale’ Gurpose of Ueeoming naturalized,
fAnd, _hmri;tg- secured this, theoy return
to their nagive couniry and reside there
'withonit Qisclosing their change of al-
leginnes, they accept. official positions
of trust and honor, which can only be
held by citizens of their native lands.
They journey under a passport, descri-
bing them as such citizens, and it is
only when civil discord after perhaps
[ yeats of quiet threatens their positions
or their property or when - their native
State drives them into its military ser-
-vice, where their oath of allegiance is
wade known, they reside permanently
away from the United States, they con-
tr'bute nothing to its revenues, avoid
the duties.of citizenship and only make
themselves known by a claim of jirotec-
tion. I have.dirested the diplomatic,
L and consulaa officers to scrutinize care~
fully. all such claims of protection as
sflont citizens-of the the United States:
whether mativé or adopted, who, dis-
charges his duty to his country is enti-
tled to ita’completa protection. "While
I haven voice in the direction of af-
fairs I-shall not consent to degrade this
sacfed trust by conferring®it upon fic-
titious or fraudulent claimants. .
Invitations have been extended to the
Cabinets of London, Paris, Florenoe,
Berlin, Brussels, the Hague, ' Copen-
hagen; and Stoekholm to empower
their representatives at Washington to
simultauevusly enter into negotiations,
and to eodclude with the United States
a convention, and indicate a form of
making uniform the regulations ‘as to
tho comstruction-&f the parts of vpescls
to be devoted to the of emigrant
passengers as to the-
ab to the medicul treatment of the sick,
and ‘as to the rulesto the observed
‘during the voyage, in ' order to secure
| ventilation, to promote health, to pre-
vent impositions, and to protect the
females, and  providing for establisl-
ment of tribunes ip the several eoun-
ries for euforcing such regulations by
SUmMINary process. o

.

to the law regarding the taritf on Rus-
stan hemp,and to the question whether
to fix the eharges ot Russian hemp
higher than they are on Maunilla is not
a violation of our treaty with Rassin.
Placing her w-on-the samo foot-
ing with .those of the wmoust favorable
footing. Our manufuctures are increass
ing with ‘wondérfal’ mtEidity’undor the
encouragement which they ndw receive,
with the improvement in wmachinery

causing machinery to take the place of
skilled labor to large extent. Our im-
ports of many articles must fall largely
within a fow years; forfunastely, too,
manufactures are not conlined to a few
localities as formmerly, are more diffused,
t makig the intefest in them equal in
all sections. They give employment
and support te hundreds of thousands
fof people at home &nd reétain with us
the means which otherwise would be
shipped abroad. The extension of the
railronds in Eurepe and the East is
bringing into competition with our ag-
ricultural produce like products of other
countrios; self-interest if mot self-pre-
'servation ‘therefore dictates -caution
against disturbing any industrial in-
“torost o e country. It leads us
also to the pecessity of looking tqother |
markets for the, K sale our surplus.
Our neighbors gouth of ‘us’and Chioa
and Jupan should recéive -our spacialr
attention,. It will be the purpoge o
 Phe Stniiistraiion fo ckltreats weeh ré-
lations witll all these nations as to en-
title us to their confidence .and make it
their interest as well as ours to estab-
lish bétior commercial relations.
THE CHINESE QUESTION.

Through the agency of a more en-

lightened policy than that heretofore

|
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{’hete 'the embarrassment -
arise from the so-called tenure-of-office |
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st of vhese. Congress
bas taken two tial steps; first, in
declaring by joint resolutivn that the
public'debt should be paid, principal
and jaterest, in coin, , pro-
viding the means of paying. i
ding%he means, however, could not se-
cure the object desired without a pro-
per administration of the laws for the
collection of the reveaues end an eco-
nomical disbursement; of them. To
this subject the administration has ad-
dressed ho!:h with resuilt, I Hep ::;
risfaiory. to tho eountry. . Thewe
been no hesitation in changing officials
in order to secure an sfficient execution
of the laws —~someotimes, too, where, a
mere party view, undesirable political
results were likely to [follow—nor any
hesitation: in » ng officieat offi-
cials against remonstrances wholly
fral.” Tt may be well to mention
to

acts, and to-earnestly recommend thbir
wepebl.. ;%:lldf net h;.t:“(')lo::a in-
9f the framers .o CX itu-.
lm?i providing that appointments
o g frog kgt e
the_o¢ te, that -
ter m&& the power to rotain 121
office persens placed: there by Federal
, wjnmnta, against, the Iresident.
at faith can an” Executive put in
offidials ‘forcéd upon him, ‘and. those,

100, whom, he has suspendod for res-
son? How will such bﬁiﬂ? be likely
| t0 sarve an Administsation  which they

know does not trust them ? :
“For 'the gecond 'requisite fo our
growth and /prosperity, timie and a firm

.bumage administration of existin
lb?:\s'ﬁ, amended from time to time a;:
they' ‘may Leeome ineffective, or prove
harsh or unagcessary, are 'mhlﬁy all
that are required, bt

: _ ISDIAN AFFAIRS.

The ‘€fird cammot be ‘obtained by
special Jezislation. It must be regards
ed as ﬁtﬁ‘{g‘;’mc “copstitution i%sclf,
and gradually’ acquiesced - in by force
of public opinion. From the founda-
tioy of the Government to the present,
the management of the original mhab-
itants of this continent (the Indiaus)
has been a subject of embarrassment
and expense, and has been attended
with continuous robberies, murders
and wars. Fromy my own own expe-
rience on the frontlers and in Indian
countries, I do not hold cither legisla-
tion or the conduct of the whites who
come most in contact with the Indians,
blamelédss for these hostilities.

The past, however, canuot be un-
done, and the question must be met as
we now find it. I have attempted a
vew policy towards these wards of the
nation, (they cannot be regarded in
‘any other light than ‘as wards.) with
fair results so far as tted, and which,
[ hope, will be attended ultimately
with great success.  The Bociety of
Friends is well knowa as hiwving suc-
ceeded in living in peace with the In-
dians in the early settlément of Penn-
sylvania, while their white neighbors
of other sections, ‘were constanly em-
broiled. They are also’ known for
 their‘opposition to all strife, violence
‘and war, and are:generally noted for
their strict integrity and fair dealings.
These censiderations induced me to
give the management of a few reserva-
tions of Indians to, and to throw the
burden of the selection of agents upon
the Sec¢iety itself.

factory. It will be found more fully
set forth in the report of the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs. Forsuperin-
tendents and Indian agents not on re-
servations, officers of the army were
selected. | The reasons for this are nu-
merous. Where Indian agents are
sefit: there or:‘near there troops must
must also be sent. -The agent and the
commander of troops are independent
of each other, and are subject to orders

crnment. The army oflicer holds a
position for life, the agent one at the
will of the President. The former is
personally interested in living in har-
mony with the Indians dnd establish-
ing a permanent peace to the end that
sgme portion of his life may be spent
in civilized socicety. The latter has
no sach personal interest. Another
reason is an gconomical one; nnd still
angther, the 'hold which the Govern-
ment has upon a life officer to secure
a faithful discharge of the duties in
carrying out a given policy.” The
building of railroads and the access

rapidly bringing civilized settlements
into eontact with all the tribes of In-
dians.

and the aborigines, the fact is that
they no not harmonize well, and one
or the other has to give way in the
eod. A system which looks to the
extinction of a race is too horrible for

upon itself the wrath ef all Christen-
dom, and engendering -in the citizen a
disregard for lruman life and the rights
of others dangerous to society. I see
no substitute for such a system cxcept
in placing all'the Indians on large re-
servations as rapidly as it can be done,
and giving them absolute protection
there. As soon as they are fitted for

torial government for their own pro-
téction. For full details on this sub-
ject [ call your special attention to the
reports of the Sceretary of the Interior
and the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs.

THE ARMY—FORTIFICATIONS, &C.

purdaed towards Cliina, largely due to
sagaciey and effurts of our own dis-

The recommandation of the General
of tho Army thpt appropriations be

"

The result has proven most satis-

from different departments of the gov- |

thereby given to all the agriculturul |
and mineral regions of the country is

No matter what ought to be |
the relations between such settlements |

a nation to adopt without entailing '

it they should be induced to take their |
lands in severalty and to set up terri-r

of War that the aet prohibiting pro
| tious ' fhe atafPtorps’ 6PTAS &fny Lo
repealed. The extent” oF the Pouatry
! tinguished citizons, the world is about
to commence largely increased rela-
‘tidu- with that populeas and hithérto
exclusive nation. Astho United States
| have been the itiitistors in this new
policy, so they should be the most car-
nest in showing their good faith in ma-
lln’g it a sucoess. In this couneetion I
|
|
!

advise such legislation as fo forever
preelude the enslavement of Chinese on
our soil under the name of coolips, and
also to prevent American vessels from
engdging in the tzansportation of coo-
lies to any country tolerating the sys-
tem. . .
I also recommeond that the mission to
China be raisod to one of the first class.
CIRANGE I¥, OFFICESIOLURRS. '
On my.assuming. the responsible du-
ties of chief magistrate of the United
States, it was with the convirtion that
three things were essontinl th itsqpeace,
rosperity and fullest development.
irst among these is striot integrity
in falfilling atl our obligatishs; second

to secure protegtion to the person and
property of the citizen of the United
States in each and every portion of our
common country wherever e may
‘choose to move without' refevehce to
his original nationality, religiony color,
or politics, demanding of hiw only obe-
dience to the laws, aud proper respect
for the rights of others ; and thiid, tho
anion of all the Btalés, with' oqual
rights, indestructible by anvy ceustitu-
lfnnl means.

¥ bé ' gursisoned, sind /the! Runibor of
military. pﬁlrﬁ ba ocenpigd, 4is the
same with a uced army as with a
Targe one. The nihibor of Sl bificers
required is: mave dependeut pa the lat-
ter shan the formex condition.

WP | % © . O

. The ,report of the Socmt'.::r)-‘_nf tho
Navy accompanying this shows the con-
dition of the navy. Wheg thé Ad-
ministration came into pﬁo. and Ly
¢ an? niade since, strenudus efforts
have beon made to place asimany vos-
selg incommission,” or rend em fit
for service when required; ssible,
and to 'substitutn the 'sail for stoum
while cruising, thus materially reducing
the axpensasuf'iho navy dltr;lldu!in;
groatly to'its effieiemoy. Tobking to
our futwre,) I, recommend &  Jliberal

though not extravagant policy Il')\\‘ﬂ.l‘tl
this branch of the ﬁnbﬁu seriide.

POST OFFICE DEFARTHEST. .

The réport of the Postmaster Genbkal fur-
nishus a clear and. comprebensive exhilit of
the opemtions of the postal sérvien aml of the
financial condition of the [Dostollice 1lepast-
ment.  The ordinary postal revenues for the
yrar end'ny Juue 30, 1889, nmonnted't  216,-
444,610, and the expenditures to £23,008 141,
Your attontion iy respoctfully calldd to the
recommendation @ade by the Pogtmaster
Ginernl for nuthodity to change the ' rate of
compensation to the main trunk railway lines
for fhéir services in' edrrying’ the mails, for
havimg post rol@EEAPS EXSOUWLN, UL U ga-
tzing and increasing tho efficiendy’ of the
spoecial agéncy worvice, for the inerease of the
winil savice of the Pacifie, nnd for establish-
ing mail service under the flagof tho Union in
the Atlantic ; aud most especially do [ call
vonr attention to his recomnmondition for the
total abolition of the frauking privilege.
I'his iy an abusoe from which no dnee receives
a comtuensurate advantage. It redpcos the
recvipts for postal serviee from  twenty tive
to'thirty et cont, and largely inerchscs the
service to boe perfurmed.

During the yoar ending September 30th,
69, the Patent Oftice jssupd 13,762 patonts,
and its receipts wero £686,338, Lolng £213,020
more than the expenditures, " :

I respeatfully egll your attention to the re-
commendation ofthe Becretary of thé Lnterioe
for uniting the duties of supervisipg the wlu-
cation of froedmen with the other Qinties de-
volving upon the Commissioner of Bducution.

If it is. the desire of Congress 10 make tha
cemesus during the yedr 1870 share completn
and perfeet, 1 would snggest ma:ﬁ\' netion up't
onany plan that may be ‘agreed Gpon, Ax
Congress at the lust sesdon, appeinted u com-
mittee to take into considerntion “such mens-
upes as might be decmed proper. i m:ferene
to the census, and to repoft a plan, T doy
from saying marc, '

I recommend to your favorable eonsidora.

4

|

| tion the elaims of ‘the Agrvubdrnl . Durcan
| for liberul appropristions.: In a country s
| diversified in climate and soil ns ours, anil
i with & population s0’ larguly dopondant upon
| ngriculture, the benefits that can be conford

i by properly fostering this Durcan argdncnloy-
lable.
[ T desire respeetfully to call the attention of
| Congress to the inadeque' e salatios 0LA num-
be of the most important officers of The Gov-
! ernmentt.  In this messago 1 will hot cnuma
wate thom, but will speaty ogly the Jystices
‘ of the Supreme Cowrt. No chanje Aas hoen
made in their salaries for fifteen voars, . With-
in that time thie lnborsof the coart e Lurge-
i Iy inereased, and tho expences of living have
atleast doubled. During the same {ife Con-
| gress has twice found it necessary o jnoreasn
{ largely the compensation of its own members
| —and the duty it owesto another dopart vient
[ of the Government diserves, and will doubt-
lexs reccive, dne eonwiderat’on.

I CONCLUSION,
{  There aro many subjocts ‘not wlluded to in
' this messpge, which might with propriety Le
introduced, but I ahstain, belicvang lﬂut your
patriotism.and statesmanshup will suggedt.tho
topics and the legislation mmost coandetive ts
the interests of 4be whole people.  fin iy part
"1 promige n Tigid adheronee t4 the Twrs oaud
| their strict enforcamont.
v T. 8 GRANT
Wa=kington, December 6, 1868,

Homestcad for Minors—
.~ Important Decision,

. The Ashevilla Pioneer is * informed
| by a ember of the Court that Judge
| Henry made an importani. decision on
Lthc cireuit just closed, which affects the
' rights of minors arising under the pro-
| visions of the Hlomestead. The puint
arose on the application of Lewis, ad-
ministrator, to the court for leave to
| sell veal estate to pay the debts of Lis
i intestate, Fdlney, tlleceased Lt appears
that the deceased died during the war,
'and that owing to stay . laws, military
orders, &c., the admigistrator had not
'yet been ablo to close up the estxte.
1 To his applieation the lieirs at law ro-
, allegivg that ase;of their
number bad not yet attained his ma-
jority, and praying to be allowed under
'the provisions of the Cemstitotion to
: have the Homestead exemption lail off
| aecording 'to law. His Honor bheld
that they were so entitled, on the broad
principle that the law was cuscted for
the benefit of the *‘helpless” ones—
| widows and minors.- We understand
that in this opinion the Jeading meme
_bors of the bar concurred.”

t
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