Juvenile Delinquency - Transgression Of The

BY—P. C. GANTT
Pastor Mt. Tabor Baptist Church

Juvenile delinguency is a com-
paratively new term to describe
;,*m.»—uld problem—the prob-
lem of transgression of the law
by children under age. This
problem is indeed an old one
and has existed to some extent
in every generation since the
dawn of history. However, in
recent vears this problem scems
to have become more acule. [
sav “secms to be,” because it is
.4 4 little difficult to determine

same time standards of condue
differ from generation to Bener-
ation, s do methods of detect-
ing and reporting. Yet, we can-
not close our eyes to the fact
that according to statistics there
|has been an alarming increase
cvery year for the past s
years in the number of juvenile-
delinquency cases. Also accord-
ing to statistics juvenile delin-
quency is increasing faster than
the population is Browing in size,
Therefore, it seems safe to con-
clude on the basis of these facts
that there is a very definite in-

t

the juvenile de

nearly always feels that
Younger generation  is  much
worse than their own, Ay the|

reral|

. linquent. In our co- immoral persons, or visits illegal
untry he is tried in special places is a juvenile delinquent.”

urts set up for that purpose.
|These courts are set up with the
{idea that “an ounce of preven-
tion is worth a pound of cure.”
Consequently every effort is
made by these courts to keep
the young law breaker from
breaking more laws rather than
to punish him for the crime hel

him a young criminal. At the
same time it needs to be said
that the majority of our young
keople are not delinguents. Here
in our own community the maj-
ority of our youth are respect-
able, law-abiding young people.

This, of course, does not make|

and hydrogen bombs and the
constant threat of war have cre-

ated tensions and  brought a
felling of insecurity to our
young people. These tensions

and feclings of insecurity propel
many of our youth toward de-
linguency.

At the sume time it is the con-
viction of authorities on juven-

The exact cause of del
is somewhat difiicuit to de-
termine. It is not casy to say
just why certain children be-
come delinquents  while others
Rrow up to Lecome sane and
normal  individuals. However,
the fact that there has been a

s already committed. We hast-
en to say that not all those who
are classed as juvenile delin-
quents are young criminals, This
is the case because almost any
kind of action or behavior on
the part of the child which en-

oy

ile delinquency that in a major-
ity of cases the cnild's home is
the source of his trouble, That
is to say, the crimes of juveniles

are in most cases the result, not'

of their own wilful wrongdoing
or deliberate choice, but of pov-
erly, drink, and disease in the

taught in the home and the chil-
dren led to practice these values
{in their lives, delinquency is
|the result. Of course, I am not
saying that no delinguents come
from homes where moral values
are taught. They do. Some of
them come from the finest of
Christian homes. The Prodigal
Son had been taught better and
knew better, but that did not
keep him from becoming a prod-
igal and going into a far coun-
try. But for every delinguent
that comes from a Christian
home, a score will come trom
homes where no moral values
are taught,

than the cure. “An ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of
cure.” The best way lo combat
delinquency is to stop it before
it starts. The responsibility of
prevention rests with the com-
munity, The community must
provide the children with chur-
ches where effective religious
ideals are taught, with schools
where a good secular education
may be obtained, and with ade-
quate recreational  facilities)
where their activity is directed
into useful channels. This, of
course, does not take away from
the home any of its responsibil-
ity

Law By Children Under Age

television programs, and motioa
pictures. Certain types of motion
picture, radio, and comic strips
|stress the romatic thrills of ex-
citement and crime. In 1952 a
Congressional commitice made &
survey of obscene literature
(which includes certain comile
strips) and it found that such
literature was responsible, in
part, for the Increase of delin-
quency. Parents should provide
good literature for their echil«
dren.

Tht prevention of delinquency
is a big job and a coslly one.
But it is a job that we can do

for the teaching of good
morals and the careful supervi-
sion of the children in the home.|ity cooperating together
It is especially important that/do a good job. And the

the home guard against certainlis certainly worth while—haopt,
'ypes of literature, radio and normal, law-sbiding children
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dangers his own well-being may

together. With the
be considered juvenile delin-

sharp increase in youth crimes church, the school, and

in recent years indicates that
quency. In some states the law|the general causes may be found
says, “A child who begs for/in the conditions of our time.|thority. It has been observed tion would be much more desir-
but a'money in public, associates with!/The development of the atomicithat where moral values are notluble and much more effective

home; o defective religious and| The remedy, of course, is the
secular education; and the lack,:.mi -four dollar question. But
of parental supervision and au-|it ms to me that the preven-

crease in youth cerimes today.
What is juvenile delinquency?

A child who breaks the law is

not considered a eriminal,

whether is has become more a-
cute or not. It is difficult be-
cause the the older generation

L
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County Voters To Cast Ballots
- SaturdayOnSchoolBondIssue
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liamson that Dodd had cut some|!40 from being I"’l“d' the Boys Scouts and Girl Scouls enforcenaéil. offteer 5b Four ."d!h‘ nc pect to get pro- cessary for the first, second
timber from the land owned by, A Jjuvenile delinquent is @ They can thus obtain various county ’ gressively w unless the peo- and third year of the bonded
the Williamsons., The suit is to maladjusted child, an unhappy types of recreation under adult

determine whether or not the|child, and child seriously in need
rimber belonged to Dodd or wil-lof help.
limson. i We find thut in our juvenile
¢ course, the sult will de- courts majority of the boys
comine a boundary on the East and girls that come before the
e of the pond. But before the are emotionally disturb-
ition  commission purchas- vd. We further find that most of
pond, the boundary line m hove no church affilistion
1t area was pointed out by 'whatsovere,
Mr. Williamson and Mr I cannot  overestimate the
There was a difference in alue of religious training in and
wation of this line in tha Lol me for our children
of both parties. However, With a foundation, the
sstanding was reached child wenerally able to sol
AMr. Williamson at the time ! problems in a healthy man-
tpthe effect that he would raise ner

i

such

e

vbjection te the corporation Problems in children do not
g water over his line as oceur by aceident. A child, when!
long s at did not get out in his be beconw 14 or 14 years
wlds. No water , tdoes 1 all of a sudden

is expocted to of

reach his fields, 0 a delinquent, The seeds
And at the same time, the of his delinguency were sown
orporation agreod 1o wave any cdintely upon his birth, If
neghts to the timber bordering hildren reccive the proper
pond  and the Willinmson cuddling, sccurity, affec-

vrty. There has been no and love in their formative
ment on the part of either )y s, their behavior in most

break the agreement every instance will be acceept-

pardless of how the lawsuit'able to society,
emdd, the East boundary Many of our children today
srecment is expected to remain are brought up  in  physically
¢ same, broken hames. They have tre-
Mr. Williamson has pointed mendous  emotional  problems
out to the corporation that he{They cannst understand why

has no complaint  against  theltheir own father and mother
project. Indeed he has expressed|cannot live together under the
satistaction with the success of|same roof with them as their

the project and has pledged his
support to its continued success.|
¢ 'he understanding  we Is are coming from psychol-
originally will be accepted broken homes where
me permanently. T have moved|they are being subjected consist-|
no boundary stakes of any kind to destructive emotional
and 1 don't intend to. I have a|cxperiences and influences. [ be-
plot showing where my land is|licve this type of child will be-
and [ have told the millpond|come even more delinguent than
corporation that the water canjthe child from the phy 1y
(Continued on Page 8) (Continued on Page B)

ociates are living. In addition
o this, many of our boys and
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Barbers Will Give
One Day’s Revenue

supervision. These clubs can be
1 just attractive the
store. The parents 1 ad-
mn should give their children

as as

C

ome duty of responsibility a-
bout the home to 1 ¢ them fee
like they belong re, They

=hould work and play with their
children.
There are always some adults

o 'nts who are willing to
give their time toward helping
the young people develop into

pood citizens; but too many al-

low the ehildren to pick their
companions and lose sight of . |
their place in the home and r

church
Our Apologies;

In contacting advertisers in
connection with the juvenile de-
linguenecy program, businessmen
were told that articles would ap-
pear from Judge Sanky Robin-
son and Rev. R, €. Foster, both
of Whiteville.

Our representatives were sin-
cere and made the statement in oS
good faith. Both men had prom-
ised to write such articles. How-
ever, because of an unfortunate
misunderstanding, neither sub-
mitted the copy.

It is the hope of The Tribune,
that these men will see fit to
contribute to one of the forth-
coming issues on the same sub-
Ject,

The Tribune also wishes to
express its appreciation to the
ministers and public officials
who have contributed to the
campaign In this week’s issue.
It also extends an invitation te
all other ministers, laymen and
public afficials to submit their
thoughts and ideas on juvenile
delinquency.

Free Milk Fund
Sinks At School

The problem of juvenile de-
linqueney involves the chil-
dren, parents, schools, church-
s, cusdural facilities and many
other parts of our community
life. We have been fortunate
in North Carolina in prevent-
ing widespread juvenile de-
linqueney due to the coordin-
ated efforts of our people.

However, we must continue
to develop sound family life,
wholesome recreational facili-

ties,  spiritual development
and a general awareness of
the need to wnderstand and

help our young people in their
daily problems.
Signed,
Luther . Hodges
Governor of North
Carolina
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AN EDITORIAL . . .

A Program With Merit

Today The Tribune launches a series of articles
and messages in an effort to combat juvenile delin-
quency—a curse that has spread into every nook
and corner of America in recent vears. Indeed, it
has always been present but with the modern fast
living, it is increasing in alarming fashion.

The Tribune does not expect to cure our area of
all the evils of juvenile crimes with this issue nor
with the half dozen on the same theme that will
follow. But we do hope to put before the children
and the parents some of the problems that exist and
with that program in progress, perhaps just one
youngster might profit, If that holds true, then this
effort will not have been made in vain.

All of us have to live and in the newspaper busi-
ness we sell advertising to pay the bills, Business
men and business firms from throughout the county
have realized this and a large number have expressed

The possibility of additional Ty Through Jaycee Club | their endorsement of the program and our ¢ ampaign
L] e ontributions toward the *“fred ) | Richard rdon, president with paid signature advertisements in this issue. We
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Haireuts obtained in local bar-/in order to make this project anjgchool, reported that approxi-| photo shows the two i T :.my i Indllnl- IN;,:- mail boxes for the city mail | fit {o advise its membership not to take part in the
4 shops on Tuesday, March 8,/overwhelming suceess.” mately 130 children receive (L O e RIS At e “h:m "1:“'1 a: " ;l delivery could oblain them at signature endorsements, We regret this misfortune
wWill serve a two-fold purpose asl Through contributions to the ufit fromn this program cach day. | after the youngsters had heen treated to a i i g | mMaffelsoirs. Ehaveacy, Ne = . 54 Sy
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vork will be donated to helplof care and treatment for over|gn January 14, the school h [ :_‘l:‘“::*'“:l-‘ or abor iy that area to which we are indebted.
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crippled children. 1250 types of physical handicaps sorved a total of 4.440 students ’ n ome. 3 v 3 P = alia.
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10 get their haircuts on March 8|Crippled Children and Adults. (Continued on Page 8) coming delinguent Is (Continued on Page 8)
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cees with prices of
£1.25 and $2.

House numerals are heing
sold and erccted by members
of the Civitan Club. When the
numerals and mail boxes are |
erected throughout the town,
the go ahead signal will he
given by postal authorities for
the maill delivery.

75 eents, | 1t is being done simply and purely because the pub-
lic needs to be more aware of the need to combat
delinquency among the minors.

This issue and subzequent ones will he malied to
teachers, preachers and husinessmen throughout the
county. We leave the decision to them as to whether
the campaign is a worthy one or not.
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