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T lesiroe w! down and then turned teo Above the low enirance tuthe ciave,
pelp v little misgpess. She was very wall rose to a height of perhaps tWell-:I
whire. -ff? I thonzht she was go- ty feet, making o vast vaulted chamber
i to foint. T don’t blame her. the. with gothie suggestions about it, for
geene wos <o terrible. I acted prompt- the coral before it hadened had been
. ! rectehed up and took her in my  built into curions shapes and :':1;1:_:1:411(‘
grms il earried her as if she had figures. We didn’t notice this so much |
peen 2 habyr. and, indeed. she was no gt first. for with a wild shriek, my

grear hurden for me. Her head drop-
ped to my shoulder. 1 didn’t know
whether she had fainted or not. Her
gres were closed. 1 ran swiffly across
the inclosure, descended the steps and
vithout hesitatios turned to the edge
o the cliff. 1 stopped there, cursiug
grself for not havinzg brought any wa-
r, but as 1 stopped she opened her
eres.

“You are safe.”
horrors are all boehingd
Is before you naught |
greeniery of the isiaud

Al expression
scross her fice.

“Let us Zo dewl”
must never come peor

"Tlease God. no” |
petraced cur steps down the cliff and t
tlong the winling path. Mistress Lucey |
goinine strencth NS wWe pass- E
tu ot of sichit of the hideous platform. I
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|
|
|

Q"iil I gentyy. *““The
Nee. there |
‘11 the beautiful
A’ - _

sratitude came
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Of

she replied. “We |
here azain™-
renented as weé

md eolor

It wus necessary to o back along |
the poth to the foot of the stairs. There
were savannas here and there in the
wary  wh rested and a lovely
brook of delicious water, where
we hroke onr fast. thoroh it was nntl
Jet noon, bhut the openines all qtnmr?d l

defore ther renched the foot of the[

' Wwe

r'I}-nI.

nll whith was almost hidden in vege- ;
Btion. I remembered the paths which |
bd led off on either side from the
fairs tono. We followed one of them ,
easily, !
The wall to our left was dotfed with
peninos to eaves, but none of them[
kewed to fit the desceription we carried |
b our memories. The undergrowth !
leepenad and grew denser as we pro-
fressed. and finally 1 had to open a |
Wiy ”-':-rh wy ax. The tangled masses |
toon

ve way before my sturdy_en- |
e .‘. mul we entered a little clearing '
Which extended to the wall. There
'bo“&' s were the three openings be- |
eath the depression in the crest sure
Wough, the one in the middle beihg
feater than the others. the entrance |
bigh enough to admit me, who am'
much above the usual stature, without
bending my head. It was elevated

hl:g Wiy up the surface of the eliff,

arrrnach to it was by a pile of
®ones 11 1aid with the order and reg-
Uarirs o the giant stairs, but ap-
RreL s piled together huaphazard by'
m""’.‘ nnskilled to make any other
ReCLi 2! way of ascent. 3
It wius gi ficult encuzh for us to'
ub 45 it was. The heap of stomes

md”“-”? had not been mounted for |
::fr* ‘1 the stones had broken and
den away in many places. Indeed I
d to rebuild the pile here and there.
Ben after arduous labor 1 peered
Tihil the cave I could see mothing
.lh!I e blackness. When we left the
hLP.}-“‘? had taken a lantern and a few
¥l . I had brought the lantern
- e that day. ‘We now lighted it
‘e flint and steel and tinder and
hpr“" silently in. My lady followed
“l0se. being, as she had said, un-
2 to be left.alone an
face any peril in my co
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| small that little dayl
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gentle companion suddenly caught my
arm and pointed downward. ]
The floor. like that of the central:
altar. was ecoverad with hnman bones. |
grewsome siglit for any one and cer-
tainly for a woman, and made more|
grewsome becanse of the dnll lif_:htin_'_?'
of the cave. The bones were bledched
white also and had ev u]entl\ be:(-u1
there a long time. We mu'd scarceely |
take a step without t'on!mg upnn'
them. I had all 1T ecould do to keep,
my mistress from running birek tnwm'dt
the mouth and thence to the ground.|
and it was not until I had reassnred !
her that she would consent to go on.
As we had been compelled to pass
on by our desire to get our bearings
before. so if we were to get the treas-
ure we would have to suffer this now,
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-md made to go through.
. ‘She  seized me in great

. “test

She summoned her courage and we|
went orn.

As our eves became accustomed to,
the light, for. indeed. the candle lan- |
tern cast but a dim radiance over thul:
vast apartment, the entgance was .c:oj

icht enmme through,

we saw the same kind of altar. built‘

on the
Bones of

of the same stones as
though much smaller.

man beings. men,
I judged from the difference in sizes,
lay apon it. and there were heaps of

bones on the floor around it. It came

across me that it was another altar of |
[ sacrifice

and that the worshipers had
been also eaters of flesh—cannibals!

Turning awayv from the altar to the
richt we found the wayx eclear, and,
with a sigh of relief. I drew Mistress
Lucy reluctantly on. She clung to me
and was so frightened that 1 finally
slipped my arm about her waist,
whereat she made no objection. She
"has confessed since that she was in-
- deed greatly pleased and that it was
a comfort to her to feel the strength
and power of my grasp.

Hélding the lantern before me, we
' cautiously proceeded farther into the
cave toward the inner wall. The cave
wall opened out into rooms apparently.
I didg‘t dare go any distance from the
main entrance for fear that 1 should

lose my way, so 1 stopped. undecided |

- what to do, “hich opening to enter,

that is.

“Oh. let's go back!” begged my mis-
tress. “There is no treasure here, I
am sure.”

“Nay.,” I answered. *“With your per-
mission, Mistress Lucy. I intend to ex-
plore further into, the matter Let’s
' gee.” 1 held the lantern high above
my head as 1 spoke. There abdve a
certain ontrance 1 saw a rude Latin

ecross. ‘Look!” T continved. “Some
one has been here “Tis the sign of the
cross!”

“Yes." she said. her hopes reviving’
and her spirits retarning a little at the
sight of that sacred. symbol of: our
faith. “Don’t you remember on the
map marking the position of the cave
there was a little cross?”

“So there was!” I exclaimed. *“al--
though the reading did not mention it.”
“No, but it is there nevertheless.”

hill, |
hu--
women and ¢ lulrlron.l

| Thousands of

s‘.mm down-sthe:

Iy three feet hizh. but quite

ﬁrm “You car’t 'go there and leave
mg here!” she cried..

from the entrance if you 'ﬂl
msthatfa,r" I answered. ., -
“I must come, too, then,” she urgé‘d_

Mnce was .

aeyouthatlwlllnotlﬂr_

“I will see what is there first. and if |
it is safe you shall come with me,”” I
answered. .

As T spoke 1 crawled through and’

found myvself in another smaller cham-

ber. There being no danzer. | strete h-+
ed out mx h:ond to her and Lrovneht her |
throush after me. From some distant
crevice the air eome to n=,  We conld

feel it Dlow upon s, gad it was sweet:

also 1 could huir wnter babhling over |
rocks 0 the digtones T owas a little |
damp in the eave, porhaos heeanse of
that. There wasg little {i-1t, bowever, |
save that east by the Lntern. 1 mmld!

not see the facther wall.
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CHAPTER X
In Which We Find

oo the
N &, . 1
Are Attacred,

found it. It ix yOours.”

“Yoex" sbe said, to whom the snue
thought had come, “but now
have found 1t of what value or use
is it?”

“None™ T admitted, “that I ean .«'v"'."‘

“And what may be its value, thiuk |
you?r”

“It would make good ballast for a
ship,” I answered lightly.

“Dut if we could take it hence to
cngland!™

“AMillions T can only gness.”

“I will give you one-half of it for
your share.” she said, laughing softly.

“T want none of it,” I returned seri-
ously enough.

\What possessed her to do it I know
not, and ske since confesged she knows
not either. We stood there. looking
down apon the useless treasure, when
she turned to me on a sudden.

“Now that you have seen it are yon

still of the same mind.” she said mis-
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Pounds Lay to Our
Hands.

chievously,
“Great God!” 1 cried, moved beyond

thrown off my balance by her—dare 1
say—coquetry, “I would give up the
world itself for you. Don’'t you know
it?” ’
And 1 made a step toward her, but
she put up her hand.
“Hush, hush, Master Hampdon!” she

cried, affrighted at the consequences of |

her pleasantry. and I could swear she
turned crimson in the candlelight.
“"Tis not time or place now. Remem-
ber that 1 am alone and that I am at
your mercy.”

*1 shall never forget that again.” 1
eaid grimly. *““This treasure removes
you further away from me than ever.”

“What mean you?

“When you get back to England and
take your place once more among yvour
friends In that society to which your
birth entitles you 'and which

—

wealth wi]l enable you to sustain”— |

|
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" housework.

Treasure and |

|

and we huave l'

“that you would give up|
your portion of the treasure—for me?" |

measure by her imprudent remark and

. Vincent, of this town,

And For Three Summers Nirs. Viz-|
cent Was Unable to Attend to
Any of Her Housework.

Pleasant Hill, N. C.—*‘] suffered for

three summers,”

“and the third and

' last time, was my worst.
1 had dreadful nervous headichcs a=2 |

prostration, and was scarcely ablg 1o
walk about. Could not do any of my

I also had dreadfu! pains in my back

writes Mrs. Walter ]

| believe 1 would have died if 1 hadn‘l_

taken it.

Af_terlbeg:intaking Cardui, | was
ig'rea‘.!y helped, and all three bottles re~
‘aved me entirely.

I -fattened up, and grew so much
stronger in three months, I felt like an-
other person altogether.”

(acting. Its ingredients have a mild, tonic
effect, on the womanly constitution.

Cardui makes for increased strength,
improves the appetite, tones up the ner-
veus system, and helps to make pale,
sallow chee
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'We ‘handle z large line ¢f Harress and

will give the best: prices | cssible
Combination!bridles'andihalters 'made cf cne
_ solid'piece of leather.i:Call ard see them.
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1 and Farm.

Complete CGutfits,

coed Mills, ¢
Feed Cutters, Wood Saws.
Crescent Wood Working
Write for circular prices.
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Laid Riéht Over Wood Shinglea

No Dirt, NoBolbr—lnavety:hmthmeanybnﬂdfnthwnﬁm-
trap covering turned into a modern
roof at a very moderate cost—a roof
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