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~~=%AR IN ADVANCE IN THE COUNTY

SYLVA NORTH CARGLINA, SEPTEMBER 5, 1940

$2.00 A YEAR IN ADVANCE OUTSIDE THE COUNTY

ﬂ;;ident Dedicates
park to the “Free Use
Of a Free People”

a setting of incompara-
president Franklin
dedicated the Great

D. mse;;:fmams National Park
Bmme perpetual use of all the
10 e of the United States, in a
Eﬁﬂgle ceremony, at Newfound
Gap, Monday afternoon, and the
mou},wms echoed with cheers,
pe expressed the determina-
:;m of the American people and
the American government to
make sure that the park will ever
e preserved for the free use of a
free people. and that no dictator

shall ever regulate their lives or

heir use of the park.
+] hope,” he said, “that a hun-

gred years from now the great
gmoky Mountains National Park
will still pelong, in practice as
well as in theory, to the people
of a free nation.” The President
eferred to the dangers that
threaten the free peoples of the
Americas, and expressed his de-
wermination  to  bolster the
yationsl Defense in the inter-
oy of peace and freedom in
4] America. He placed his
qamp of approval upon the
quseription of men for military
mining, and the building of
grmaments that will brook no in-
ierference from any foreign foe
in the affairs of the Americas.
He stated that we can no longer
repel an invader with squirrel
riffes and pitchforks; b}lt that it
now takes air anes, modern
naval vessels, machine guns and
1anks, to make a natlon secure.
Secretary Ickes presided, and
(Continued on Page Two)

BACK TO BOATS FOR
JACKSON COUNTY

One of the first problems that
was tackled by the Red Cross was
1 provide means of contact be-
tween the two sides of the Tuck-
aseigee river. Boats were con-
structed and placed at strategic
points along the river. They were
rndered safe by stretching
heayy wire across the stream,
id anchoring the boats to the
wire by chains, with rings in the
end slipped over the wire. The
butmen propel the craft across
the river by hand over hand
process along the wires.

Some of the boats are large
enough to carryy twenty people
a; & time. Communication at
Dillsboro was provided by means
of_ walkways across the new
bridge that is in course of con-
struction,

There are boats at Whittier,
Wimot, Barker’s Oreek, Web-
sier, Cullowhee, and other points
further up the river.

Amid

Save Your Canned

Foods From Flood |

.The local health authorities
:-am the people who had canned
:’Uods that went through the
‘wﬂod waters that it is dangerous
tat those foods unless they
i:. ltreated in the following man-
ea?:r Sure to examine each can
. ully to see that the seal
- unbroken and that there
o ;10 Seepage of flood waters
e the food. Then, all cans that
Intact  should be washed
narerl_lliy and dipped in @&
zglunde of lime solution, to kill
Dni’tgerms that may be deposited
he cang or rubbers.

, c];:; proper solution is 1 ounce
e, S0-Hy, or other good
gaI;mde of lime  solution to 2
dipotrllf of water. Mix well, and
it € cans thoroughly. A so-
iirnenj made from chlorine of
4 lt.self will be satisfactory.
fide of lime preparations
from it can be obtained
any drug or grocery store.
that ihhealth authorities advise
et € food in the cans is per-
e hsafe for eating, after the
(ateg f{l‘;e been treated as indi-
{mm;d rere is a great wealth of
i g 0ods in this county, and
b leved that a large part
'S can be salvaged, since

the
l_tWiZunen In this county are ex-
Canners,

fmm

| to the meeting.

Highway Workers At
Gigantic Task Of
Repairing Damage

Highway workers began -the
herculean task of repairing and
rebuilding the highways in this
county, and of building bridges
across the river and the numer-
ous creeks, almost before the
flood waters had subsided.

By constructing a temporary
detour around Cullowhee, via
Wayehutta creek, the travel was;
turned through to Tuckaseiges,
late Sunday afternoon. Workmen
are now widening this road to
full, two track, highway size, as'
it will be used for some time as
the main line of travel through
the county. Travel was resumed
all the way through from Sylva
to Cashier’s Valley, today. The
road was opened up Caney Fork
as far as the Cowarts post office,
yesterday afternoon.

The road was put in shape and.
the Wolf Creek bridge, near the
home of Luther Owen,was rebuilt
and people came from that part
of Canada to Sylva, via Laké Tox'
away, yesterday afternoon; but
that leaves a large part of Cana-
da isolated, except for rough
walk. '

Foot bridges were thrown over1
the - river, at Cullowhee and at
Tuckaseigee, by utilizin”  ghe
parts of the bridges thai yere |
left, and spanning the gaps with'
timber. At Culowhee it was nec-
essary to put in several tempora-
ry bents for support of the walk-.
way,-on the north side of the
river.-The birfdge at Tuckaseigee:
was intact, but thé approaches
were so washed away that foot
bridges were made to span the
casms at each end, and ladders
were placed at each end of the
bridge.

It is not anticipated that the
bridge at Dillsboro will be re-
placed, since a new one was al-
ready in process of construction.
Work has already started on &
permanent bridge at Webster,
over which travel to Atlanta can
pe diverted, and by which Sylva
can be connected with Savannah
and Green'’s Creek townships.

Work on a temporary bridge at
Cullowhee started immediately,
so that the college and school
there can open as soon as possi-
ble; and it will be open for travel
by the end of this week.

Not a bridge was left intact on
the river in this countyy, leaving
the county with some forty miles
or more with no means of com-
munication between the two
sides of the stream that divides
it in two parts.

It is thought that the damage
to roads 4nd bridges in the coun-
ty will probably exceed a quarter
of a million dollars, and may
be double that sum.

LUCK WILL PREACH
SUNDAY - NIGHT

Rev. G. Coleman Luck who is
visiting relatives here will

reach at the Methodist church,
gunday evening. The service will
be held by the Young People’s
Department of the church, and
the public is cordially invited.
Mr. Luck is a student in Dallas
Theological Seminary.

Methodist Women
' To IMeet Mopday

On Monday evening, at 7:30
o’clock there will be held, in the
Methodist church in Sylva, the
charter meeting of the Society
for Christian Service, the new
organization for Methodist wom- |
en. Mr. Ratledge will preside and.
officers will be elected. '

This organization supplants:;
the Woman’s Missionary Bocle-
ties of the Southern Methodist
Church, and all members of the
society, and all other women of

!'

Red Cross Responds

When it became apparent last
week that the job of relief and
rehabilitation was too big for
this county to handle alone, Dr.
Grover Wilkes, chairman of the
Jackson County Red Chap-
ter, wired the national. head-
quarters in ‘Washington for:as-
sistance, and the response w.
!mmediate- b o1

The Red Cross has opened of-
fices in the Leader Building, in
rooms furnished rent free, by
Ben Lessing, owner of the build-
ing, and up to yesterday morn-
bing 107 families had already
registered as needing either im-
mediate assistance ot help in re-
habilitazitation.

Regional Director W. J. Jones
and Mrs. Clara Rosen were the
first to arrive. They reached
Sylva Saturday morning and
went into immediate consulta-
tion with Dr. McGuire, Mr. M. D.
Cowan, Dr. Wilkes, Dan Tomp-
kins, the county health au-
thorities, Mrs. Mamie Sue Evans,
home demonstration agent, G. C.
Henson, welfare superintendent,
County Agent @G. R. Lackey,
Chairman of the County Board
of Commissioners, and others.

Mrs. Edith McAllister, direc-
tor for the Western North Caro-
lina Area, Miss Laura Holder-
ness, case worker, and Mrs.
Wilcox, supervisor, arrived the
first of the week.

The Red Cross went into the
immediate rellef work at once,
and has now begun taking up
the matter of rehabilitation of
the people who have lost their
homes, their furniture, their
clothing, their crops, their live-
stock, their businesses, and other
necessary things, and who are
unable to replace them alone.

Each case, the, workers say,

will -have mwg its own,
‘meérits; and--will “hay el
passed upon by the Cross
Director, a committee from the
local chapfer, and the family
affected, all going into consulta-
tion and working out the prob-
lem of each, as best they can.

ROTARY CLUB VOTES
RELIEF DONATION

The Sylva Rotary Club at its
meeting Tuesday night voted to
give a donation to the Disaster
Relief work in this county. Al-
though most of the members
had already given to this cause
individually, it was pointed out
that this was a fine opportunity
for 'the club to be of service.

At this meeting Thomas Cox
made a short talk on “The Devel-
opment of Acquaintance as an
Opportunity for Service,” after
which the remainder of the
meeting was taken up in hear-
ing several members tell of their
experiences during the recent
flood.

Flood Prevents County
Commissioners Meeting

The monthly meeting of the
County Board of Commissioners
scheduled to be held Monday
morning, was postponed because
Commissioner was unable to
reach the county seat from his
home on Big Ridge,, and because
the Chairman, T. Walter Ashe,
was busily engaged in relief work
among the people of the county.

Attention Woodmlen

Our Woodmen Softball Team
won first place in the Minor
League this past season and we
are all very proud of them,
Sovereign Garland Jones de-
serves lots of creflil;.,lfor his skill
4n the line of ‘coaching and
guiding our team to victory. ';'q-
show our appreciation to our
ball club the Woodmen are going
to give them an ice cream supper
‘Monday night, Sept. oth, at 7:30
o'clock. All members of the ball
<lub and Woodmen are. urged to
be there on time.

Correspondent
Felix W. Potts

|Few C ly Schools
- Immediately To Call | . .
For Flood Relief{

_i—lave you made your contri-

the Methodist chureh are invited
&

et

%3

copnty, flood relief?

bution to the Red Cross forl.

Reopen;, Sylva May

Reopens Next Week
Some 0T the schools of the
county.were reapened the middle
of thisdyeek. Qthers will open on
Monday,iand sfiil others will not
be open for two weeks or longer.

All schools"in S8avannah, Qual-
la, Green’s Creek, and Scott’s
Creek townships aré now open, as
are those at Dix Creek, Cane
Creek, and some of the other
smaller schools.

Webster asid Sylva schools will
not be openy before Monday, Sep-
tember 16, or later. John’s Creek
will probably be closed for a
month. Glenville and Cashier’s
Valley schools will | reopen on
Monday of next week. And it is
anticipated that the schools in
Cannon, Don BDavis, J. F. Owens,
Monday. D ro  school lost
from $400 to $800 worth of books
and will not open until the Sylva
school'does. @

The reason Bylv# school can
not reopen is because of the fact
that there are: a large number
of high ‘schoo! students living
along the river between Barker’s
Creek and Whittier, and it is im-
possible to get them across the
river for transportation to Sylva.

Webster school will open as
soon as facilities are provided
for getting the school bus across
the Tuckaseigee. .

_Thére is one school bus still
marooned near Rocky Hollow, by
two huge slides across the road.

One schoel in Canada, Wolf
Creek, can't open until the
building is repaired. The schoo
house was partially des .
the flood. ~

Superintendent..
that all thé schodli
soon as the Sta ]
Public Works Cx
make the roads &
for transportatio:

Welfare Department
Brings Quick Relief
To Flood's Victims

The Jackson County Depart-
ment of Public Welfare, operat-
ing under the direction of Cary
Henson, Welfare Superintendent,
and with full cooperation of the
State Department of Welfare,
got on the Job quick, after the
disaster of last week, and worked
day and night to bring the re-
lief to the people that was need-
ed.

Mr. Henson called the State
Department in Raleigh, as soon
as the need for additional com-
modities became apparent, and
by Saturday noon, the trucks
were rolling food and bedding
into Sylva for distribution to
those whom the flood had put
in need of immediate assistance.

The welfare commodities room
remained open all day Saturday,
Saturday night, and through
Sunday, rendering the assis-
tance to the people. Much of the
food and clothing was distrib-
uted through volunteer Red
Cross workers, and a great deal
directly by the Welfare offiee.

The job was too big for any
one agency to tackle alone, and
al] of them combined their
forces and worked together for
the relief of the Jackson county
folks who were in need.

Food' and blankets were the
main things that the Welfare
Department made available to
the people and to the other
agencies distributing them.

The first trucks to go through
to the Forks of the River, left
Sylva at one o’clock, Sunday af-
ternoon, and carried two loads
of food to Tuckaseigee, East La-
Porte, and to Caney Fork. Mack
Ashe drove the North Carolina
Forestry Service Truck, and T. N.
Massie drove the Massie Furni-
ture Company truck. Dr. W. P.
McGuire, general chairman of
the loca] Red Cross Chapter’s
relief committee, Dan Tompkins,
Commander of the American
Legion, and T. Walter Ashe,
chairman of the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners, accompanied

L, e
3

the trucks and distributed the |0

food. ,
The commodities were fur-

(Continued on Page Two)

il these places. The

Never before, in the memory
of living man, or the traditions
that have come down from the
old settlers or the Indians, has
anything comparable to this
disaster come to this county.

Summing up the loss and esti-
mating it as best an estimate
can be made at this time, Jackson
county suffered to the extent of
something like two milion dol-
lars, in property damageé.

As the downpour fell all over
Western North Carolina, and
the swollen streams added their
water to that which poured from
the worst !atricken area, the
Tuckaseigee became a raging
torrent, carrying everything be-
fore it. Tuckaseigee was sorely
smitten, with stores, homes and
farms carried away. The debris
formed gigantic drifts against
bridges, trebs and islands all
along the river. Not a bridge was
left intact anywhere on the
Tuckaseigee, in this county.

East La Porte felt the full force
of the raging streams of Caney
Fork and the river. Cullowhee'
village on this side of the stream
was almost completely destroyed,
and the destruction along the
river at Webster, Dillsboro,
Barker’s Creek, Wilmot, and
Whittier was terrible. Homes and
business houses went away at
church at Bark
turned aroun

i year, many of the CBL

in pastures on high ground; |
|

SAM. B. CANNON RITES
AT WEBSTER CHURCH

Funeral services were conduct-
ed at the Webster Methodist
church, , Tuesday morning, for
Sam B. Cannon, and interment
was in the cemetery at Webster,
with the time-honored Masonic
burial service conducted by Ma-
sons from Spruce Pine, Dillsboro
and Sylva.

Mr. Cannon, a native of this
county, had many friends and
relatives here. For 29 years he
has been manager of the Spruce
Pine Stores Company, and has
made his home there. He was a
son of the late Henry Cannon,
and the late Mrs. Amanda Allison
Cannon, of this county. His
widow was Miss Eva Brown,
daughter of the late Albert
Brown, of Caney Fork township.

Survivors include the widow,
Mrs. Eya Brown Cannon; two
sons, A. H. Cannon of Bluefield,
W. Va, and Sam B, Jr, of
Spruce Pine; a daughter, Mrs.
Amanda Gilbert of Spruce Pine;
two sisters, Mrs. Motz Hamilton
and Mrs. Erwin Tatham, both of
Hamilton, Wash.; four brothers,
T. C. of Sylva, J. C. and M. B. of
Dillsboro, and L. H. Cannon of
Webster; and three grandchil-
dren, A. H. Cannon, Jr., Merita
Ann Cannon and Eddie Lou
Gilbert,

Pallbearers were employees of
the Spruce Pine Store company.
Honorary pallbearers were mem-
bers of the Spruce Pine Rotary
club. | e

FLOOD CARRIES COW
10 MILES UNHURT

The prfze story of the flood was
that of Jim Ed Norton’s cow. The
animal was in her master’s barn
on CaneyFork. The flood came
and she wa§ carried down the
creek and into the Tuckaseigee,
passing East La Porte and Cul-
lowhee, and came out alive, at
the home of Burke Painter, some
ten miles from the place where
she was chewing her cud in he
wn barn, 'when the disaster
struck. [

'The next day she was led home
and is now b#ck in her pasture.

Sheriff Holden Searches
River Bank And Drifts
For Bodies After Flood

Sheriff Leonard Holden and
hi# deputies, assisted by volun-
teer workers, has been engaged
in the gruesome task of search-
ing the river bank and the large
drifts for bodies of people wash
away in the flood. :

Griffin Middleton and Andy
Queen went to Canada, on Sun-
day, on that mission, No one
knows how many people were
lost, or if they will ever be found.

Dock Moses, at Tuckaseigee,
told of seeing an automobile
come down from the Glenville
Highway and plunge into the
stream at Tuckaseigee bridge.,
near his home. No trace of car
or occupant has been found. W.
H. Smith said that he saw the
lights of an automobile or truck
enter the swollen waters on the
highway near his home, and
never emerge.

It is known that four persons
perished in the Canada section
of the county. So far, only two
bodies have been recovered.

Vessle Mathis, who lived on
Sol’s Creek, is in the hospital in
Sylva recovering from injuries
and exposure. He told of a slide

md huge quantities of water,
)g down Pistol Creek and

AR tHE-wWater anda msgl S
way to the home of Mr. Alex-
ander, nearby, where the sand
and mud was removed from his
ears, and throat. The body
of his wife was found the next
day, in a drift not far from where
he emerged from the creek.

The body of Gruen McCall, 5
year old son of Albert McCall,
was found on an island near
Bryson City. It had been car-
ried some sixty miles by the
raging Tuckaseigee and Nigger-
skull creek. Mr. McCall and his
family lived on Niggerskull. A
tremendous slide struck his home
and the force of it carried his
wife across the raging creek, and
she caught the top of a tree and
saved herself. She suffered a
broken arm and bruises about
her face and legs. Her husband
and her other child have not

been found.

MORGAN INTERMENT
AT LOVE’S CHAPEL

Because of the flood, the place

of interment of Ray Morgan,
victim of a train accident in
South Dakota, had to be changed
from Locust Field to Love’s
Chapel, as it was impossible to
cross the river.
The funeral was conducted,
Friqay morning at the home of
his father, by Rev. G. A. Hovis,
Methodist minister at Webster.
The young man was killed en-
route to his home from the State
of Washington.

Pallbearers were: Alvin Cabe,
Delos Buchanan, Marshall Sut-
ton, Frank Moody, Whit Davis,
and Ira Ashe.

Honorary pallbearers were:
Arthur Allman, Harry Long,
Steve Owens, Woody Davis,
Frank Henry Buchanan, Joe H.|
Rhinehart, Prof. R. L. Madison,
Paul Buchanan, James Clements,
Floyd Owens, J. D. Morgan and
Charlie Morgan. .

Flower girls were: Myrtle

Davis, Nan Buchanan, Mesdames
David Dills, Wallace Swann, L. H.
Cannon, Do nDavis, J. F. Owens,
Jim Clements. '
He is survived by his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Morgan of
Webster, one sister, Mrs. W. M,
Sealor of Washington, D. C., four
brothers, James Morgan of
Black Mountain, Fred and Ray
of San Diego, Calif., and Rich-
ard of Honolulu. ;
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Flood’s Horror Grows

As Reports Come In
_From More Sec_ti_ons

The horror and magnitude of
the disaster that struck Jackson
county last Friday grows hourly
as communication is established
with more remote sections of the
county. Four persons are known
to have lost their lives, and it is
feared that there were others,
some of whom will never be
known. Yesterday morning 107
families had already registered
with the Red Cross for immediate
relief for assistance in rehabili-
tation of their homes, farms,
their businesses or their livestock
and it is believed that twice that
number will call for assistance as
soon a8 they are able to get in
contact with the officers.
Heading in Canada, Caney
Fork, parts of Hamburg, and on
the Cullowhee Mountain, the
mighty torrent swept everything
along the streams before it. In
literally hundreds of places in
that section of the county, great
streaks were stripped down the’
mountainsides, from top to bot-
tom, carrying everything before
them, down to the solid rock,
and in places craters were left
from thirty to forty feet deep.
People in that part of the county
say that all the water did not
fall from the skies in the torren-
tia]l rains; but that explosions
like the discharges of dynamite
were heard and the water gushed
from the craters in the earth.
Explosions and the roar in the
mountaing was said to be deaf-
enffig. Small branches and creeks
‘assumed the size of reging rivers.
‘ lides thstied down
the mountainsides

f

%.. COntin
hours throughou
The destruction in upper Jackson
county 18 unbelievable. Farms
that were good were utterly
ruined, and there are hundreds
of acres of land that are now
totally unfit for agricultural
purposes, ruined beyond any pos-
sibility of redemption.

Gardens, crops, livestock, food
and feed prepared for the winter
and placed in houses, barns,
springhouses and smokehouses
were all carried away.

The destruction was not so
great in most of Hamburg, and
there was nothing unusual on
the other side of the Blue Ridge.
Moses Creek, on Caney Fork, es-
caped; but in most of Canada, on
the main Caney Fork Creek, and
John’s Creek, and their tribu-
taries; on Trout Creek, Dixon’s
Creek, Niggerskull, and Sol's
Creek, is where the greatest force
of the storm struck, with the ut-
most fury.

MRS. W. C. NORTON
DIES AT CULLOWHEE

Mrs. W. C. Norton, well-known
and well-beloved woman of this
county, was taken by death, at
her home at Cullowhee, Monday
morning. A member of a pioneer
family of Jackson county, Mrs.
Norton spent her entire life here.
She lived at Webster during the
years that her husband was
sheriff of the county, and later
she and her family returned to
their home at Cullowhee.

Funeral services were conduct-
ed at the Methodist church at
Cullowhee, by the Rev. Walter
Lanier, Cullowhee Methodist min
ister, and interment was at Cul-
lowhee. ;
~ Many of her friends were pre-
vented from attending the fu-
neral service because of flood
conditions.

Mrs. Norton is survived by her
husband, Sheriff W. C. Norton,
by three sons, Oscar Norton, Lem
uel Norton, and Will Norton, 1
Cullowhee; by four daughtets,”
Mrs.. Willlam L. Henson, of 8ylva,

J. Wild, Webster, and Mrs. John
Hooper, of Cullowhee; by twenty-
four grandchildren, twelve great-
grandchildren, and a large nug-
ber of other relatives and a host
of friends.

Mrs. J. H. Long, Erastus, Mrs. J. §7)
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