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Ghent. Belglun
—T own-plan

Tgwoa

safety against in-
vasion. The town
planners of to-
day are working
on other and to-
tally different
lilnes. Almost
within the decade

count the great majority of the
people who dwell in the towns.
The pew town-planner ls a prac-

tical democrat. This wos the cen-
tral and significant thought of the
First International Town Planning
Congress held o this guaint, historic
clty of Ghent, Belglum, in the Palace
of Congressos of i{ts beautiful exposl-
tion. Town-planning Involves house
planning. Plans are futile unless
workable, The provision of funds and

town-planning takes [nto account in

moved, there was report of farm
dwellings and farms, of the provision

gathered experiences of a dozen na-
tions, through offleial representatives
from thelr chief ¢ities, were presented.
Conspicuoug was the object lesson
presented In an exhibit by a learned
8t. Andrew's professor, In picturs,
chart and model, of the changing
plans of towns, from the glorification
of the Caesar, the church or the state,
Berlin or Rome or Washington, to the
’ good of the men and women and even
| of the boys and girls, who wers the
regidents,
Takes Parks to the People.

We bave bullt our towns not to fit
‘us but to fit our mnelghbors’ eyes.
Cathedral and castle and eapltol, bou-

planning hag
changid.

wers plannegl pes-
larday for [ha
glory of he

and the
ment of the few,
for show or for

has developed the |
town planning which takes (nto ac |

the direction and control of expendi- |
ture were discussed. And beeause |

its largest vislon the city’s suburbs
and the country side, even far re-

of houses In country as {n town. The

| subordinated to the interest of the

community. The crowded housing,

which oven (he real estate age
must reapect, Cltles, which wewe foe
merly bullt for the power and the
glory of the owerlord, and, mowe lai-
terly, for the pockst of the landlord,
are to be constructed for common,

&

of us belong. ldfe is to be preferred
above mere property.

Now all this can not be brought
about in a day, The building of

Rome took longer, whatever its plag-

ning or lsck of planning required
Progress,
been made, The Ghent Congress
rhowed that much has been accom-

reconstruction of Vienna, the working-
men's houses in CGermany, the mak-
ing over of certaln poorer quarters
in Paris and Brussels and Ghent, Gar-
den City, near London, and other city
suburbs In Great Britaln, are examples
of the new but widespread movement
for better housing for town and coun-
try.
Better Housing Progress in England.
Great Britain, where conditions of
life are more nearly similar to those

in the United States, contributed the

results of Its recent experimental leg-
islation. This legislation, in substance,
was deslgned to simplify and cheapen
the exlsting procedure for acquiring
land for housing purposes and to deal
with Ineanitary areas and unhealthful
dwellings, to require lendlords to keep
rentad houses in proper repair, and to
provide for town planning. Under
this act 140 British towna have

ndopted achemes of town planning to

gulde their growth and development.
Farm land to the amount of 160,000
acres has been purchased and upon it
have been installed 13,000 smallhold-
ers. Ninety per cent of this state ne-
quisition of land was not by compul-
gion but by volun agreement with
landowners. Ninety-elght per cent of

the 13,000 smallholders rent the land. !
Only two per cent bought it from the |
state, the others preferring to be ten-

ants of the county couneils, to which
is eantrusted tha local administration

Heatthy and Happy Children.

levard and avenue and park, contrast
sharply with dwelling houses. Edin-
burgh has Prince's Street, most beau-
tiful, but hsg—or had—also North
Canongale, Parie has the Champ
Eiysees and the Avenue de 1"Opera,
and all the spurkling boulevards, but
niso the sldestrects of Montmartre sod
Helleville, London has St James'
Park and—Whitechapel. The same
was lrue of every city yesterday and
I8 true today. The town-planners hope

for c¢hange tomorrow. Parks and
bropd wvenues and plans with noble
mopuments may be beautiful and de-
eirnble, but |f v ypuce which makes

thew bie g taken from the lHving-
ropms e people, they become, to
him #e8 beneath the surfaco
ghow of the clty, und sirable and
hidecus. Parks are a ciiy's lungs, the
breath plaees fur its people, but
on& tmay not live at bhis best i he
hreath nly on Sunday afternoons.
Ho the gew townplan, as the people,
particutarly the little people, cin not
gome the big park far removed, |
takes the park to them. Town-plan-
ning and bullding of towns and coun-
iry Douses are taking on a oew and

Yitatally different aspect.

Landlords Subordinated.

In Gt Britain
yar Vel In power some
.go, pussed through Parlisment

the Conservative

eat

the Housng and
of 1804, added W
earlier act tha
wn planning, for the lirst
in Hritish legislation. Frauce,
auy, Lelgium and othar substin.

Thoe Liberals, by

vo PPlanning Act

thie provisious of the

|
twelve

Il Dwelllngs Acquisitions Act, |

Ul countrics have made large prog- |

ress, though not always on the same
lines, Spesking generally, the new
legizlation sanctions loans by stites
and municipalities for the acquisition
of land for the provislon of parks,
the ersetion of dwellings and other
purposes, The interest of the land-
lord or the owner of real estate is

of the scheme, ‘Jur has this result,
pccurding to Its advocates, depressed
private enterprise, Landlords, |m-
bued with & spirit of enlightened self-
Interegt, entered Into healthy compe-
tition with the state, and leased 40,000
othér acres to 3,000 tenants, The
geheme hag cost the state about $15,
OgL000, In the towns, last year, 47,000
dilapidated houses were made fit
huamen habitation by the law's control
of landlords, §4.000,000 wae loaned for
workingmen's dwellings and all on the
basis of economic prices and rents.
Private enterprise was here, o, ap-
parently stimulated for in two years
the number of neyw houzes of low val
uatioa And rent, ‘constructed by land-
lords and real estute owners, under
state-approved plans, Increased by
130,000,

State to Build Laborers’ Cottages.

The British county councll is often
controlled by landlords and other own-
ers of gi§estate, who, in a spirit of
shortsightedness, seek to keep rents
high. Walter Runciman, the British
Minister of Agriculture, plans to have
the state at large build cottuiges for
farm-laborers and town workingmen
when necessary. The state, he ssti-
mates, eould bulld cottages of ade-
quata slze and character, at $760 each
| rent them, without loss, at 75
» i week, He thinks 100,000 guch

cottmges  are  immediately npecded.
Wi eqch cottage would be provided |
Innd cient for small farming and

gardening., Housing 18 regarded as n
central ovil in the prescnt
alike of the farm and town
The insanitary and f{ll-provided cot-
tago which the Inborer on the farm

gifuation

recelves In part payment for his labor |

from the farmer or which the town
workmun rents at an exombitant price,
fieups the fdrm laborer In economic
gtibjection or promoies congestion In
the towns,
mits Great Britain to a further step
towars solving this housing problem.
The Ghent Congress heard that Great

ordinary folks, the class to which most |

remarkable progress, has

laborer. |

The Runciman plan eom- |

Beftsfn comld employ, If necesssry,
compulaory powels (0 purchase land
in consldernbleo blocks, erecting cot
lages, four to an acre, thereon and
make the scheme profitdble at 76
cents & week This estimate inchuded,
in additlon to §7i0 for the cost of the
cottage, §860 for thoe land. After due

ning Is not a | which the greed of real estate pro-| allowance was added for loan charges,
modern inven | moters so frequently brings sbout in repairs, ipsurance, and supervision,
tion. Only the small aa well as large towns, Is not| the total annusl cost to be met was
purpose of the | permitted’ under wmpun-|-“'“uu30wmdm.

ning begialaticp. hwl'hhhworhwnhunm;

week for esch,
Modet Cottage for 62 Cents Weekly,
The model was showi of &
| In Surrey, Emglund, actally and
|l'-tullothreammmm
their living. This cottage bas three
bedrooms, parior, Kkitchen, pantry,
| bathroom, coalcellar, A framework
of Liock weatherboarding was used
| for the external walls. Between this
. and the plaster Interlor is an air space
which I8 sald to make the house warm
Imd dry and perfectly weatherproof.
It cost, land Ineluded, $600 and rents
I for 62 cents a week.

| Better housing on the farm may not,

plished In less than a decade. The | 0f course, check the movement of pop-

ulstion to the city. Perhaps it s
| nefther necessary nor desirable to re-
tain upon the soil, under today's com-
ditlon, so large a proportion of the
| population ns yesterday. The more
| rural conditlons are Improved, the bet-
!u;r the wagea and the housing, the
: bigher the education at the echool,
] the less will the farm-laborer be satis-
|ned with the country as it 1s. So
better farm conditions, through Hous
{ Ing Reform and in other ways, brings
an Increased betterment of all rural
| Hfe conditions for those who remain
| and, with better conditions, fewer
| hands are needed, It was not a far
ery, therefore, when the Town Plan-
ning Congress heard one spealer em-
| phasize the need for & more comforta
" Dl rursd dite sod jor 8 more iutensive
agriculture,
A Blum Life Story.
' Over against the progress of the
new attack upon the old slum, as
| shown by the Ghent Congress, may be
| put a story told a few evenings before
at a London club. Mlgs B, an old
| maid with mueh money and nothing to
| do, became Interested In slum work.
. Bhe rented roome in a London slum
| distriet, gave tea and cake—the Brite
ish climax of afternoon hospitality—
to children who came and presented
materinl for any garments they would
make, One lttle girl worried Miss B.
She looked so poor and {Il and mis-
erable. PFinally the Good Samaritan
| declded to Invite the child to her coun-
| try home for a week's hollday, an In-

vitatlon pecented with delight. Tha,
Koou WUl WIade By T provison Tor

ler comfort, a pretty bedroom, toys
and playmates and books, food and
flowers, The child of the slums could
stand it only four days. She wanted
to go back to London the second day,
she cried all the third day and neither
food nor frult nor fOwers could tempt
her un the fourth, She invented ex
cuses to induce her benelactor to take
her hack 1o her tepemcat dwalling—
sha dreamt her mother was dead, she
hud sprained her foot, her father had
written that her baby brother was 11,
The truth was that her small Cockney
soul filrly slckened for the sights and
gmells of the slums and that a ha'pen-
ny worth of chips esten from a serup
of newspaper tasted to her sweeotor
than a well-copked omelette served In
a china plate. *“They are all thea
same,” sald he who told thevstory as
argument againgt the new orusade
against the sium, town:planning for all
the people, “they are all the same:
you ecan do nothing with them—dress
them, feed them, pamper them, it is
all the same, they will fall back into
the gutter and regard you as an enemy
for trying to 1t them out.”

"It {8 not an #ffort to lift men from
the slums," quietly replied the St. An-
drew's professor, "it i an effort to
abolish the slum, so that no one will
be born thereéin, For if there is no
hog-wallow, even the swine cannot’re
turn to v

Heaven, if the town plans of John
the Deloved are realized, 18 to be a
plumless city—not a country-place—a
dty i which there will be nelther sor
»ow nor crying nor pain, for the for
mer things of yesterday will have
puseed away, And th_l5 city, near at
ind on earth, the zealous, optimistio
wwo-planners of Ghent all dgee, at
bast “In their mind's eve, Horatio!"

(Copyright, 1914, by Joseph B, Howles.)

Cannot Fix Age of World.

The age of the world implies fixing
the date of the creation, and sclentists
do not, attempt to do that beyond say-
ing that it must be reckoned by mik
llong of years. Muany Bibles are print.
ed with the year 4004 B, C. In the
mirgin of the first chapter of Genests,
fndicating that as the date of the
creation of the world. It is only with-
In comparatively times  that
eclence  hrs  demonsirated beyond
doubt that the world existed milllona
of years before tha period formerly
nssigned as the date of the ereition,
and that its occupaney by man covers
& period hundreda of times.as long as
that formerly scoepted as the age of
the world iteelf. The prehistorie
| period means +the perifod antedating
written history. Homan records by
| means of hleroglyphtes which, as now
known, reach back far beyond the

recent

period formerly accepted #s the date
of the creation of the world.




