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"KEEP THE JPPER HAND.

Bear your ‘n-:r lens manfully,
1|’l f 'l‘ er rh.“t_ }H“

. g

Never I-." them over you
Gain ascendency

Never let them master you,
r for them wait:
Haneds of labor strong to bear,
Iiinz the Bell of Fate
—Teras -\.w_lrf nJjs,

ON SILVER MOUNTAIN.

LY F. L. STEALEY.

Heavy snows had fallen that season,
adding to the never-melted aecumaula-
tions mm the wulches that eashed the
northern slope of silver Mountain, Hugze,
undulatine drifis, Im;- pro ected alongs
thie lafty erestithreatening to break aw: 1y,
and start the anuihilatine avalanche.,

From the dingy log-dens helow, the
miners read these snow-siens with EX i
rienced Cyes.  Stout nearts had those
seckers for silver, but apprehension of
the snow-=lide could ‘-h.l.\- even them,

. But from two log-<h:nties, placed one

:.lu'n't-lhr other in a clump of giant
pines well up on  the mountain side,
smoke still aroze at the mornine and
evening, and from the racoed mouths ol
two tunnels that were beine driven in
the slope above, there still caine daily
the silvery clink of hammer -1:'ii\'5n;_-;
drill, 1utermitted by a muifled roar, as
giant powder shattered the mountain's
bresust.

In the upper of these shanties ‘lived
“Uncle Junmy™ Trout, with his son.
young Jimmy: in the lower, “*old man”
Tiail, with Ais son Sam.

These were rival claimants to the same
lead, to which old man Truil eave the
sienificant name of *The Last Chance.”
uand which Uncle Jimmy, in more cheer-
ful spirit, called *The Blue Bird,” as a
harbinver of the spring of hope in the
wimter of i:i\ e,

Many wer ;;"t"'!nisli":lin:lﬁIll\‘m'.‘I‘.I'_"
mtricate points of miners’ law about this
dispute li claim, and which claimant had
tIn' right thereof no man could tell, Tl
listener to Unele Jimmy's wrones would
be fismly convineed that he must be
rieht, until e heard old man Trail e X-
patiate on t'.:r‘r---lll‘.“\' of “first diskiy ery,
marking cach “*pint™ with a hard fore-
finger in a horny palm, to Ilu_.- utter con-
fusion of all previous convictions.

Each indiguautly rejected all attempts
at arbitzation:; and as, fortunatelv for
theniseives, hoth were too poor for the

(‘\]c-min Jmuu of litigution, it only |

remaine, relie Jimmy declared, “to
sit right :.1;11 uu:'il they'd sot it out, re-
gyardless of expenses,”  And thoue
Unele Jimmy, with his rotund body and
red facel set in i .'|:~;n'_( of « law.,'-i_'lll- iy
whisker, was one of the casiest-going o
men, the encroctic and determined air
with which he made this declaration was
indicative of a protracied *‘set™ on the
part of the Blue Bird.

As for u!tl man ‘T'rail, one look in his
cavernous eves, as he ran his hand slowe
ly over the taugles of hisunke mpt beard,
“Ul]ll] \ll:}"!' lu lu w that there was as
little vield about hiin as about one of the
granite crags that guarded the entrance
to the Last Chance Tunnel.

Jimmy., who was, to use his father's
own expression, - *light complected,™
stood a clear ten inches above the head
of his house: strone. too, of arm and
shoulder Trom swing -of hammer, il
every whit asstont of heart.

That stalwart son of the Sterris, S
Trail, thouch of leaner build than Jin:-
my, was in s'ze and strength his mat
“dark complected,” and in cther
Bpeets like the sombre and seif-contais
christener of the Last Chance.

Often when at sundown the two hovs.
tin buckets in  hand, met at the little
spring that served for the uée of both
cabins, brows bent in wrath were re-
flected in that crystil basin. For the
feud went lovally down from father to

SOIL. .
Even the twio *‘jacks”—one of thes
Muxican duhkeys beine owned by each

claimant, and nused {for pa King up s 1}
plies from “1" cimp blow—became im-
burd  with partisan animosity. Each

grazed al “"f on the bunch-grass growing

on the bLreezy slopes: and, mecting by
the cabin do s, they bit and kicked --\'.-v;
thebacon finds tlung therefrom vith a
1.'1-.11".:'.- s that r

1
- 1 i ]
partook of the ..1

their respe tive masters.

It Lad been “*skiftine™ snow on
mountain for a :11‘.‘ or two H
morning wis clear, and the sun. haneis.

on the ]\ nes that CTeste i the ||l]l|b\_l]-_r'

slope, shot his rays throuch elitterin

artl f f i
barticles of flvine fios: iuto the or«:

door of the upwper cabin.
two Trouts sat at their siab table before
a Sparian breakfast of -I;lp-;u-‘...- and
~:11? ;n TK.

‘“Jimmy, that outfit down thar.” said

|
the elder Trout, indicatin

.
the caibin be-
low with Lis ‘Il.-.'J'l as lie ‘-iul‘n'r'-—"fli v
sent 1o camp yvesterday. Suppose you
take the jack and go down to-day, fa:
our grub pile is geitiu’ low, and git the
drills sharpened. ] '

wash up some clothes while v
aane,

The air of the earlv morning was keen,
and Jimmyv waited until the sun wuas
weil up befure he put the pack-saddie
n}lt ‘i.'ll_'.\'. :'Ir-i 31 lf'fmi dOWIH. 1 ne -

i nmy, meantime, set the anp-kettl
on the coals in tt-o.- rouch’ fireplace, and
prepared for washing,

: IJJ]I} the two old men ]n.-m'l‘l eacn
| other on the deep-worn paths leading
| from cabins to tunnecls, but without a
waord or look of ree N ition But, rigiid
tas was the silence maintained beiwg
them, it could be broken by one thing—
want of tolaceon, Afrera few hours’ u
satisfied cravinge for this universal solace
| 0i the miner. either would _\'i--lii and ap-

}'1_\ to the H.':i"I’. never-to O refused,
(n this mornine old man Trail, who
had sent Sam to camp

ne Previous oay

|la;ui resisted this f'.t._.l_' 34 Wi tl
but at la<t he succumbed, and slowls
Csauntered up to the Trout cabin.,

SKin vouspar me a piece of terbacker
till my boy «it= back#' he asked in his
deiiberate  spesch,  disduining politer

forms of salutation, as he paused on the
’l"'l:.“‘l':!

Uncie Jimmy, in overalls and red
shirt with rolled up sleeves, was vigor-
ously spaping flannels.  He pointed with
one sids- dripping hand to the rough
mantel

“*It s on the shelf, Come in and help
voursell,” he said, endeavoring vainly
throw a hospitable heartiness into his
tone.

The old man stepped in, drew  his

]

‘}t!':lf}l-lillifl'. :15,'1 Wils 'lllfl it 1o Iu'!."' the
coveted }'Ill'_l', when the attenti <r'1 of both
was eaught by asound, loud and strange
among the many noises of the mountain,
coming {from above.

*‘The slid cried the old mun

Almost as he spoke the topmost of the
}illh- ST ed before the avalanche, and
then it struck the cabin. Stout as this
was it shivered 1o E};l' sho ‘I-{. th lows on
the upper side were driven party in, and
the centre roof-logs, already burdened by

the weight of the dirt-roof, were sprung
down :thti 51:15::(1'!l.'-i with an ominous

cracking,
But the spruce timbers were oreen and

touvh, and thecabin hune tovether. The
slide,being partially .m.]n n by the trees,
{ tore over H_ closed the stout Sy 0T,
and passed on down with a roar. Then
followed darkness and <ilence,

All their tools were 1n the tunnels:
they had nothing wherewith to cffect an
SCAPE. EVENn Wele esvape i""“il"l'- For-
tunately the fire had gone out, =9 there

was no smeke to add to their torture
But hidden thus frem all the world, sud-
denly  shut awiy from all its hopes,

hatreds and fe
await, toeether, i.v inevitable,

For a time the suddenness of the
catastrophe seunned both in silence. Tt
was broken at ‘length by the old man
Trail, whese gruff tones were hardly
| recognizable in this softened whisper: ‘

“*Uncle Jimmy, I'm mighty glad the
boys is both safe.™ il

“I'm with vou thar, old man,” Un
Jimmy replicd, in & voice equally =
dued. ;

The minutes, as they passed, mi
have been Veirs, so fatnt and far uw
seemed their « i:-ap'm overthe lauad.

“I'm SOITY, 0 I i We mousht

ettled thishere business Jtwixt me

those two were to

4
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1
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vou longe “go: but now, I ""r\*".
rain’ fur tosettle us,” and| Unele Jimmy
voive gave faltering indications of brealk
ing down. I

** Brace up. Uncle Jimmy ! The b
is both safe. andme and you wasa-gits
old, and couldn’t in natur’ "4 hel
much longer. And arter all, Uncl
Jimmy, this here aint a plum’ plavou!
it's ‘:|r'_'\‘.' i -fi}l in the paystr ak. and we'
strike it agin tacrost the zange.” ™

The old man’s voice was wonderiu
clear, as he paused and seated hims
composedly on the bunk. Unecle Jimm
groped his way to him. and knecli

rested his head and <houlders on
blankets. Then the hands of those
clent eneniics met, aad lune 1 1 11
locked cliusp, reassuring cach 1o ean 4s
:

\h!“_' \.\'.':E:r 11 Lor .'.:.'_' ¢ .‘i.

To Jimmy, a visit to the camp was
welcome bre :k in the monotony of lif
‘-‘]\rr \'n"'t,l ind  his step ws

1 )
rdi lieht as he prodded the

Within, the |

, Tan 1o -“» coming P 1.'3‘1‘"

down rh- drifted trail with the pointed
end of the serub-oak stick that servel him
‘Ll'i'!(t' f-r'. '-'..'{_T andl __"iui‘

As he Bro eressed  downward Lrosiy
u-..‘:'._ai 1--_": between him .A"‘l the sun,
riving the air a sudaden cb

shadows darkened the sparkiing suplae

e o3
‘ o1
1L as whney

3 A e o Y S |
of the snow. e summit was [0St tp
view, and, ~it'i'~'- n by the wind. snow be-

from the clouds

and 1-.'.::E_‘ from the driftsabove. Jimmyj
however, was used to these mountaip

saqualls,” and knew that, as longfas the

iimble-footed jaek could keep the trail

made an abrupt bend around a oranite
J b edded i .

cray Firm-bedded in the mountain)
this thrust its tapering pinnacle to thq
tops of the surrounding pines Wherd

he trail huoeed its base there had beed
a “eately” of soft sand conglomeratyd

which, worn away by action of frost and

air, had graduatly dropped out and been
washed down the slope, leaving a shelv,
1N refress

Just as Jimmy reached this recess hel
encounteged Sam lI iil, cominza upward.
The two inimical iacks, brought sud-
denly face 1o I::n ' ‘:\ii'n",- laidd Tone ears
back and breathed fort. defiance in
trumpet notes that \:ufr tTl-’ w]. WS t-i'
the mountain o-
:n-;u':-:‘ MS
drive 1;1"1 of
the narr

““Turn out ! ered Sam Trail, in such a

Jimmy would have shot both
acks head-first down the slope rather
than have c¢omplied. “Turn out, and
let myv jack hug the rock.”

tone that

“Turn out yo'self!” I‘t-:unrlml Jimmr,
My jack’s bot as aonil a riecht to the in-
side as vourn,” Evervbody turns to the
riecht, and I'm a-coin’ to.”

“The pack ‘Il tip my jack over the
slone ef | take the onitside,” rr-pliw.l Sam,
and 1 aint a-eoin’ to do it.”

Both boys and beasts were by this
time half-blinded by the snow, which
wais hejnr sa kiadd :11']:!1 yd the cragc and
whirled in their faces by the rising wind.
Their passions }u pace with 1ts fury.
Fach _-'-'l-‘}\: stondd r--.ll\ to rush open-
mouthed : each driver got a firmer grasp

—

ALY e r'q's 't go up arin it,” said S u‘n
It ! fall “fore long. I recken. t didn’t
look like more'n a squall as'[ came 11;11!1v
trail. And marbe, Jimmy, the slide

didn’t str‘m the shanties: and ef it did,

2 .

ouy pa's might "a’ been in the tunnpels
‘-'il_‘.’ pa wasn't,” said Jimmy, shiking
his head.  “‘He was just going to wash
our t'l:l'{l}t s when Dleft
““Them shanties was both put there to
stav. and vowen was the stoutest built—
even pa alwavs YJowed that.” For Sam,
h silent enongh cenerally, could

tiiourn

: .
speak out on occasion.

“*Now, Jimmy,.-1I was bringing up a
Tee pot.  "Taint no use -:_1:.111:1' doin’
nothin’, and we'll melt some snow and
1::nw- some coffee.  I've wot some already

ground in the pot.”
'

“I'll make the fire,” said Jimmy, start-
ine Up as Sam unhooked the coflee pot
from the crosses of the
“There's a biz mountan rat’s nest under
+1

pack saddle.

I this rock. I've noticed it every time [

passed, and the sticks are agood and dry.”
The tire was qnickly made, and coffee
1 4
wis boiled.” Then, cups being wanting,
the pot was set away in the snow to conl
sutficiently to, J-"!lliil of drinking {rom
it. Sam. meantime. cut slices of salt
NI R e T S nAn 3 ]: ._k . 1
pors 1rom tie ]I“( m s pa s HE L
these, ]..J.'.':'-w been sin: fw] in the fire. the
two ate, and drank alternately from the
same spout in loving felk )\\Jii]n.

In the ba

‘kground the jacks hung

over the feast with 1-!1':-.‘:itl'_,' eyUs, Each

| sufficiently to permit of the

| Wiis I':".'.:;.t]n il now :allil I]}"il ll'\ | ‘tgii*’f'zf-

of rind from his master's hand. , And
when thie pork was finished Sam got out
a small sack of oatmeal, and pouring a
little into his holiowed hand, the two
jacks licked it up by brotheriy turns.
Soon after the meal the wind bezan to
fall, and the clouds, breaking away, the
sun, now declinine. struck into the
gulch., Then they widened the steps
iarks elam-
}It'rlil‘_f up. and set out for the shanties.
The trail was obliterated, but the

snow was packed hard and they had lit-

'tle difficulty in eaininge the site of the

cabins. Then their fears were confirmed.
|

Jothh  had disappeared, and no human

ftsound broke the solemn stillness. T]H'}‘

had some difficulty, too, in locating the
exact Spots where the ecabins had stood.
This theyat length did, however, by

iithe aid of the torn and twisted trees.

1 }1_-.‘__. 1k stick and Illlllit_f a forward
\:15 EI

Just then, I, oken by the wind,
came thie sow ut of munfled thunder from !

the direction of the shanties. Following
it, from immediat:lv above them, came a
€T Eii:‘lj_’ noise.that caused the llla.'.'i."w i
sticks to be heid in air.

The snow-cups above had given way,
and eatherino nfomwentum with inereas-
ln" bulk and velo the slide , o wl fl'}l
he one at the eabin was but ]:I avthing,
('.'1"ai'-'“'tr§1i" -ln'-‘.:z. carrving along T'!'-r-

—

1

cranite boul der ttered 1n its RH N0

Iir!'w:w its rush, the -_r::.-!:* pines, with sap
hard-frozen, snappe ike reeds, -nch
making a sharp report above the iler
rumble of the mas

Counnted by the beating of their hearts,
it was lone before it struck the erag.

it trembled: but noth-
ing less than an exrthguake could have

”Ei'___‘- a= \\'::~ "
tumbled that mighty ' cone from its
bedded base, and the slide broke over it
antl ]-'1~':"ii 0.

Cowering in the recess. the bovs were
covered with snow as= the great avalanche
”t' I .h redcl ];:-T_ -'.'q'l'iI: Lade Ill.':l'- {rom the

I '.l i lJ] }ru‘-:-'

-,'r:EI'!rr'l"“ H B ' 'l'. )t
ist it settled

- | 1 -
th a sourd and a shock that -r‘--m--il to
.

::i\" Til"li.'" intitin
() Sam., my pa and vourn!" eried
Timmy. in a voite quite different from
his former ot I'nat first one sounded
Kot was at tn siian ~
A< he spoke, with one accord they d
nearer "'_""' _\- ) H BN ney seéem
to be th v who had <o it met o
the tra And the siide had wrouelt
ther ehanaes Evi ' vind, nor t
~ — &y L s tile D nET I' nes
whistled in altered cadence about the
Nant 1]0" i¢le of their b ViTk
We il a1t ot ina _'-.' to  tlhie
"-‘. 1 L -1 1y [ CLsTage thies 1 |','r"'_
na cat steps .-51' W lJ.l'- .':J,
sam. p : ne 10 a new shos with its
handle shpped through the many turns
rope tial I ith pack the sadd
of his iack
Both brichtened at the prospect of
action 1. cutting the steps. was out
first, and . -.-,:1;1:-:‘..‘_ after, thevy
stood looking around
The dark oreen trees were vone. Sop
: p by the roots, had b caEriod
v ol vih i t this
= 8 L : Ll WWREN rlant stuck up 1ts
] v splinters from the snow )
nited by the snow. driven by the furiou
\ 1, Wi = Thev stepped from the

crag, struck them with full power apd

These, 111'-_\' saw. hud broken the force of
the slide, and deflectexd it as well, so that

lithe main shoot had turned and passed

directly over the lower cabin. The upper
one, inhabited by the Trouts, had been
covered but a few feet from the great

| Bide-pressure of the mass.

After they had determined the loca-
tion, Sam paused, and leaning on the
shovel which he had brought up, said,
vith  generous  self-restraint, ** Now,
Jimmy, we aint got but one shovel.
Which shanty shall we oo at first!”

“Let's draw str tws, " replied Jimmy,
after a moment’s indeciston,

“All rizht; you fix ‘'em.”

Jimmy stooped. and taking two nee-
dles from a broken pine boush at his
ficet, turned his bhack.

‘S[hort is our -ail.uil_\'. longe 18 yvourn,
Draw, Sam,” he said, as he faced about.

Each knew the minutes now were
fraught with life or death to their im-
prisoned  fathers, .Iimlu\"a bir hand
trembled as hie held the fateful needles
jiressed between thumb and finger, Sam’s
l¢an, brown one never quivered as he
reached and drew—the <hort one,

*Your shanly,”™ he said, with a lonz

cline, so as to strike the door, of it's still

| Taking short runs, after a couple of
hpurs’ rapid work, they heard a muffled
cxy from within., Then the door was
sqon reached, ferced open, and there, to

teir great joy, each saw his father.

To the anxious | ovs the faces of the
'-n‘z-' lovked white and ghastly from
i ir confinement in the uiﬂ"- -1»'..'1"-'.
!.‘;- the fresh airsoon revived them. The

olfl man Trail, strugsline to .'-;" feet, was

thie first to speak.
“Wemight er knowed, Uncle Jimmy,”
ng saud, **that the ir-'_\’- was bound to git

1 1t
e L

“Old man,” Und

: e Jimmy replied, too
much "-"-1-3‘-‘~

sed | W recentevents to think

offaugrht else, *this <lide has settled it fur
me.  Npose we cut the olaim in the mid-
it and yvou take N -2

1St I‘}‘;llil_‘l
1 was jest thinkin®,™ said The old

mdn. with due deliberation, *‘this here
thinge of drivin’ in two :’;:.r,---h side
anfl side is kinder foolishness. If we'd
COPS udate on one we'ij strike pay rock
alllthe quicker ]

I .:"- + fact, pardner, and we can
call 1t the Last Chance.” Unecle Jimmy
T -". ) pli nl ‘.\ "“ sg| -'—cxt ':\l‘ i Al rﬁt'.'. !'lr‘r
thd christer ning of his find is 3 msatier of

deaiats et



