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A LOCUST PLAGUE.

An Annual Affliction of Aus-
tralian Agriculturists.

Locusts Covering the Ground
Four Inches Deep.

In order to clieck, if possible, the
annnal plague of locnsts that devour
the herbage and blast the hopes of
graziers, farmers and fruit growers to
a greater or less extent in December,
the Vietorian Government proclaimed
November 7 and 8 last as holidays for
the schiolars and schivolmasters in the
rural districts, in order that they
might co-operate with the settlers in
destroying the young locusts in the
carly stage of their development, be-
fore they have been egunipped with
wings enabling them to take flight
over the country to begin their work
of devastation. With this end in
view, preparations were made in
numerous parts of the interior to de-
stroy the pest in various ways, such
as by beating with branches the beds
in the fields where the as yet wingless
creatures were kuown to exist, or har-
rowing the ground or turning
flocks of sheep upon the land
and moving them rapidly about
80 as to tread upon and kill
or injure the young brood, and also by
spreading straw on the plague spots
and setting fire to it.
vast destruction was done to the
armies of the young locusts in the
carly stage of their existence. It was
scen, however, that the raid npon the
vermin should have been 1nade some-
what earlier, as numbers were already
80 far advanced as to be on the wing
on this mission of mischief; and be-
sides, the attack upon them was not so
generally made as was desirable in
gsome districts of Victoria, while north
of the Murray comparatively little ef-
fort was put forth to cope with the
evil, owing to the fact that on the
New South Wales and South Austra-
lian side of the Murray the bulk of the
land is taken up with large squatting
runs, and population is sparse there,
thus giving the ravaging locusts alinost
complete seupe to propaga’e.

People at home can hardlv conceive
how sgrious tlic locust plague is in
thcsa'[;:olunies. Recently the reports
came that the ecreatures maussed them-
selves so thickly along some of the
lines of railways that, although the
brakes were shut down, the trains
could not be brought to a stand until
they. had gone half a mile bevond the
stations, owing to the multitudes
crushed Dbeneath tie wheels causing
the traips to pass along as if the rails
were covered with oil. The wheels
actually slid along the rails. In many
of the northern towns the inhabitants
had to close their doors to keep out
the invading hosts. The plague has
now fuirly begun work,writes a corre-
spondent of the Glasgow Herald. In the
southern parts of New South Wales
and soine of the northern portions of
Victoria the outlook is ominous. In
and around Barnawartha (Victoria)
the insects are spreading in swarms
and causing -great

In such ways

destruciion. A
resident of that distriet reports that in
traversing that part of the country in
his buggy the wheels of his vehicle
were completely imbedded in masses
of young caterpillars and grasshoppers,
which on many extensive areas
“covered the whole surface to a depth
of about four inches like a giguntic
and undulating coat of green paint.”

Where the country presented any
depressions it was found impossible
to pass with a buggy, and in several
favorable localities, such as low:lying
lanes, etc., the insects were surging
about in masses some two or three
feet deep. The ground in their wake
is quite destitute of grass. Such are
some of the breeding grounds fromn
which the fully developed creatures
take flight to waste and destroy other
parts of the country. In the Buther-
glen district (Victoria) the locusts are
doing great damage, cating up the
grass and invading the cxtensive vine-
yvards. One vinevard owner there hav-
ing ten acres of vines reports his entire
crop as spoiled. The grapes are not
vet fully formed, but the locusts are
busy stripping the leaves and ring-
ing the bunches, the result being that
these wither and cdie. So deuse are
the insccts that work has to be sus-
pended, as the horses will not face
them. Reports come from the Albwy

district that the locunsts are attacking
the flags on the wheat stalks, and in
some instances the wheat heads have
been eaten off. One report states that
in the locality of Walbundrie, about
thirty miles from Albury, the pest is
travelling southwards, in the direction
of the Murray, in columns several
miles wide, partially obscuring the
sky, and advancing at the rate of ten
miles in twenty-four hours, resting to
devour green spois, and then winging

their way to fresh pastures.—[Pall
Mall Gazette.
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Alaskan Streams Teem With Fish,
Alaska is 2000 mniles in extent one

way Ly 1700 miles the other. Theicy
wastes of its northern part are the
home of the polar bear, while in its
southern forests the humming bird
nests. \ith fish the streams are so
crowded that a favorile method of
capturing them is by thrashing the
surface of the water with a -rake-
shaped instrument, a scaly wvictim
being often jerked out on each prong.
When the salmon are making their
way up the rivers at the spawning
scason the bears come down in num-
bers and feed upon them, eating only
the heads.

Boats are often much impeded in
themr progress by the finny myriads.
The ocean fishing banks of Alaska are
greater in extent than those of the
noith Atlantic,an.l afford inexhaunstible
supplies of fish, certainly equal if not
superior in size and qualiity to those
caught on the eastern seaboard. Cod
are found there in vast quantities.
Along the Yukon the natives dry their
fish for winter use, burying what they
require for currcut consumption in the
ground until it becomes sufliciently
putrid, when they eat it with a relish,
preferring it much in that way. Fun-
nily enough, alligators in the south
follow a very similar practise, burying
their meat in muddy banks until it has
become sufficiently decayed to be
more digestible.—[Boston Transcript.

————
Faunciful Derivations,

The San Angelo (Tex.) Euterprise
sayve: ¢The term ‘greaser,” as applied
to Mexicans of the lower classes, was
not started, as many suppose, as asiz-
nitication of disrespect, but was ap~
plied by a witly war correspondent in
1846, just after the battle of Palo Alto,
to those Mexicans who had foresworn
allegiance to their own country and
in preference to fighting taken the
task of loading and unloading provi-
slon trains, which then cousisted
mostly of bacon, In this way they
gained the nane of the ‘greaser brig-
ade.””  Whatever the term implies, it
is much older than th2 Enterprise sup-
poses. It was known to the United
States volunteers who came to what is

now the Indian territory in 1831, at |

the end of the Black Ilawk war. The
story that the namine Maverick, applied
to yearling cattle, was given on ac-
count of the head of the San Antonio
famnily of that name, is equally fabu-
lous. It was in use in Louisiana be-
fore that state was a pari of the United
States.—[Dallas (Tex.) News.
i

The A-borning of a Fish,

Few things in this world are more
curious than the wmethod by which a
little fish comes into being. The
grown female lays a quantity of eggs
and upon this spawn the male subse-
quently deposits its milt, The milt,
examined beneath the microscope, is
found to contain an endless number of
minute pollywogs. Each egg has a
small hole in it, and through this hole
a pollrwog makes its way into a nu-
cleus contained within what is called
the “germinal vesi¢le.” The result is
that the nuclens takes life and quickly
it begins to maultiply, becoming two,
then four, then eight and so on. These
cells, all the time multiplying by di-
vigion, combine together and begin to
form the cellular structure of the or-
gans—the eves and the heart first—of
the fish that is to be. Finally, when
the creature is made, it bursts its

transparent shell and swims as if it
had aiways been used to that sort of

thing. —[Washington Star.
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A Good Excuse.

Biddy—There's a coaple o' ladies
cal.ed, Missus De Vere.

Mrs. De Vere—Oh, dear, I can't
see any one now. Excuse e, Biddy.
Tell them I'm asleep.

Biddy—Missus D¢ Vere presents
ber compliments, an’ says she's very

sorry, but she's asleep. —[Texas
Siftings.

mrrmc SCRAPS. -

A machine has recently been inven.
ted for making shoestrings out of
paper.

A petroleum-motor tricycle has been
invented that will run forty miles on
one gallon of oil.

The Euglish bacteriologist who dis-
covered taxalbumens has just found a
remedy for anthrax.

The French artillery is using an ex-
plosive made of cryolite in their shells
instead of gunpowder.

The average weight of the human
adult brain is 48 onnees in the male
and 45 ounces in the female,

At the dep:h of about 3500 feet the
temperature of the ocean is about the
same, varving only a trifle from the
polar latitudes to the equator.

It has become quite the thing in the
polite world to employ the art of the
electrician for the decoration of ban-
quet halls and reception parlors.

Two heavenly bodies are «‘in con-
junction” when they have the same
right ascension, or are on the same
meridian, namely when one is due
north or sonth of the other.

A sugar fifteen times sweeter than
cane sugar, and twenty times sweeter
than beet sugar, is reported by a Ger-
man chemist from cotton-seed meal.
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RELIGIOUS READING.

IF I COULD OFLY KNOW.

“Casting all your cares upon Him, for He
careth for you."—I. Pet. v. 7.

If I could only surely know
That »1! these th that tire me so
Were by my Lord!
The cuts me like a knife,
The the weariness, the strife—
peace it would afford!

I wonder if He really shares
In all these little human cares,

¥

This ty King of kings!
It He who guldes through boundless space
Each blazing planet in its place,

Can have the condescending
’ To mind these petty

It seems to me, if sure of this,

Blent with each il would come such bliss
That I might covet paiin,

And deem whatever | ht 1o me

£s.

| The loving thought of Deity,

| 1o the house of God.

And sense of Christ’s sweet sympathy,
Not loss, but richast gain.

Dear Lord, my heart shall no mere doubt
That thou dost comjas me about
With sympathy Jdivine.
The Love for me once erucitied
Is not the love to leave my side,
But waiteth ever to divide
Each smallest care of mine.

COMING CHURCH-GOERS, 5

Not only for the sake of the child of to-
day, but for the sake of the man of the
future, should parents bring their children
If the coming gen-
eratiun is to be the church-goers, the
children of the present must be church-
gocrs. The failure on the part of Christian
parents to take their children to church, by
gentie but firm compulsion if necessary, s

i the preparation of a generation who will

It cannot be sold to compete with the |

ordinary article.

There is very little ebb or flow of
tide in. the Arctic, but occasionally
there are veiy strong cuarrents. All
winter there is a general flow of tide
and ice toward the e=outh, while in
summer this flow is northward.

A  well-known embalmer, Dr.
Vickersheimer, has produced a ligunid
so perfect that it cun be applied
successfully to game. An ewmbalmed
hare served after having been shot six
weeks was recently pronounced to be
as good as fresh.

A writer on mosquito bites declares
that common soap is as eflective a
remedy as ammonia, chloroform, or
any of the many articles recommended.
The lather is allowed to dry over the
affected part, when all burning and
pain soon disappear.

A recent survey, it is stated, has
established the namber of glaciers in
the Alps at 1155, of which 249 have
a length of more than four and three-
fourths miles. “The French Alps
contain 141 glaciers, those of [:aly 78,
Switzerland 471 and Austria 462.”

A material closely imitating mala-
chite is mude by precipitating a solu-

| Saviour of all men—ali

neglect the house of God. And fur that
rneglect the Christian parents of today will
be responsible.—[ Bible Teacher.

INVITED RIX TIMES,

In one of the Rev. C. I Yatman®s evane
Ee istic servicss recently held in the South,

e related this incident of a young man in
Philadeliphia who was asked on Monday to
e a Christian, but dechned; on Tuesday
another worker gave him the choice of re-
ceiving or rejecting Clhirist, and he refused ;
on Wednesday it happened that again some
one sxid to bim, “Give your heart to Jesus,"”
but **No,” was all the answer they got.
Thursday, by a strange providence, hie was
once more urged to give up sin, and again
on Friday wax lovingly invited to seek the
with no effect. As
though God would do all thar could e done,
once more on Saturday he was entreated to
“follow Christ,” but stubborniv refised.
It was his last retusal. He sald, “No, |
won't. I'm going to have some fun and a
good time. Toworsow I'm zuing to Atlan-

- tie City for a Sunday’s holiday trip, and 1

don’t want you folks 1o keep tormenting me
with your gospel invitations,”

He was never asked again, Six times in-
vited and xix times refused! Sunday be

| went for his plessure to the sea, but when

tion of cupric sulphatr by potassium |

or sodium carbonate. When the pre-
cipitate has seitled and cohered, it is
dried with gentle heat, and may then
be cut and given a beantifal polish.

contains no acid is made in Germany
by dissolving casein in a solution of
borax or soda and adling resinate of
iron, besides the usual bone-black,

grease and sugar. A Drilliant luster

| 1s imparted by the casein, and the res-

inate of iron gives a deep black color.
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The First System of Posts.

A system of posts was established
in England in the time of Edward 1V .,
about 1481, and post:nasters were ap-
pointed; but their business was con-
finedl to furnishing post hiorses .to the
carriers of the Government, and to
persons who were desirous of travel-
ing expeditiously or who wished to
send important packages upon special
occasions. In 1635 Charles L. estab-
iished a letter office for the transmis-
sion of letters between England and
Scotland, but these only extended to a
few of the priocipal roads. The lines
of carriage were umncertain, and the
posticasters on each road were re-
quired to furnish horses for the con-
veyance at the rate of five cents per

he came hack on Monday it was 1n bils coffin.
He was drowned whiie batbing.

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL.

The theory of Strauss, that the Gospels
have a mystieal origin, was fu.ly exposed
when 1t first appeated some forty or fifty
years gro, but it often reappears in various
forms. It may be worth while, tkerefore,
to repreduce an old Lut true incident which
oceurred some years siuce and was then
widely eirvulated :

, Some tipe since, a woman delivered a
-eclure in Lancashire, England, wsgain<
Christianity, i which she dec'area th.t the
Gospel 1 arrative of the lite of Christ is »
mytih or fuble. One of the mill hands who
listened to ber obtsined leave tuo ask =
question.

“The question,” said he, “I want to ask
the lady is: *Thirly vesrs ago 1 was a curse
o this town, nnd everybody shrank from
me (hat had any respeet for himself. T ofien
tried 10 do better, but couid not succeed. Tue
teetotalers got hold of me, but |
b-oke  the pledge so  often that
they said it was no use trying me any long-
er; then the police got hoid of me, and [

| was taken before the magistrates, aod they
A patented shoc-blacking which |

tried; and next I wa< sent to prison, and the
wardens tried what they could do, but
though they all tried, I was nothing better,
but rather worse.

“sNow, you say that Christ is a myth.
But when 1 tricd, and Lthe teetolalers, the

| polive, the magistrates, and the wardens of

A new nan.

the prison, all Lied in vain, then Christ took

bold of me, touched my heart, and made me
And now I am a mem! er of

. the chureh, a cluss leader, a superintendent

mile. .'The establishment did vot suc- |

cecd, and at the breaking out of the
civil war great difficulty was experi-
enced in the transmission of letters.
At length a posioffice, or a national
establishment for ihe weekly convey-

ance of letters to all parts of the King- ' e spend much time ju the company of il crs

dom, was established by Cromwell in
1649.
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The Money Safe. -~
Needy Clieut—If I lose my case, I

| don’t see how you are to be paid.

Lawyer—Oh, dou't worry about
that, my dear sir. The lawver on the
other side is my partucr.—[New York
Weekly.

of the Sonday-school; and I ask, if Christ is
a m.th, how comes it to pass that that myth
i= stropger than all the others put together?
The ladv was silent. *Nay, miss,' said be,
‘say what you will, the Gospel is the power
of God unto salvation.””

“IAM MY OWXN MASTER.™

“[ am my own master,” says the young
man. Well, be vour own master, and =it
down and have an earnest and plain talk
with yourself. Ask yourself who you are,
what you are, what you have been doing,
what you are dolpg now, snd what you pro-
pose or expect to do bhereafier. Ask yourself
what vou have done to make the world
wiser, or Letter or happler. Try to ascertain
whether you have done the world bharm or
done it good, see if you have been of any real
gervice to mankind, and how. What areyou
worth to the world in which you live* What
great enterprise for the promotion of human
interest would suffer by your death? How
many wonld rulss vou or care whether you
lived or Jdied? You are one of fourteen
bundred mill.ons of humaun leings on carth.
How much, snd what sort of influence have
you exervised on others? or have you, or do
you exercise any influs nee worth uotice ?

You aie your ow. master. Does the ras.
ter try to be a man, or is he content 1o ve a
mere cipher, au 0 in sceiety? Has he sufii-
cient seif-respect to keep himself atwve all
that is Jow, cosrse, vulgar and bad? Does
he always speak the trutbh—never use olmeene
nor profane language—never do a mean
thing? I»s be always regardful of age, re-

| spectful tn cqoals and kind to Inferiors?

Does Lie labor varnestiy to improve his mind,
his mora's and his manners; or, is he care
less, idie and indfferent to such things? Does

—smeking, drinking and foolish tniking? It
s0, tell him—that master of yours— he i=x on

. the wrong track, and if he does not switeh

- come. Helived for it and he has it

Limself off, there s surely a erash shead, snd
ne one 1o save Lhe pleces, and when it cunies,
the verdict of the people will be, *served
im right.”  Tie might have known it weuld

are Bz'our nﬂdm." Ton

ter watch that master closely —sce
that be forms no bad habits, ot of
bad commpany, uses no Im '
is always in some and
pursait. lives ¥. truthfully and use-
1

ully. If these and like things are well and
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PATSICIANS AND TEMPERAXCE

am prec:pt, the cause of temperancs
Butthavhnnhom.ndmﬁuuﬂob:nm
minority of the profession aole.

in, to have been l.::kym .
appaars ve a ing snd
most unseermnly object-lesson of than'thd.
A Berlin u:rre?ndut of the Philadel

! and Surgical Reporier writs:
ul scenes at tne banquet siven
by the city of Berlin to the Medicu Cougres
were recently the toplc of discussion in coun
cil. A Councilman

U called it “the madicsl
schuetzenfest’ and em the waste of
money. He was not wroug. The

money spent by the city for the Hathbhams
banquet was really enormous, and ths ressl
was the total intozication of most of the
shining lights of the profession.”
This t, whom weassuu> tobe
a ph and from the high prolessional
of the journal in waich the letteris
published, also to be trustworthy, gives adds
tional details of the gmea

t medical drinki
bout in the German canital as follows:

regret to say that the bi the man the
more he was ipebriated. On a Frofesor
whose name is a housshold word a'l over the
medical world artificial respiration was
for almost an hour, and another
professor who has revolutionize i on» of the
most important of melical branchis had a
bad cut in his head, the resuit of a fall. A
French 'n-rhyddnn who bas made his name
reno by fighting intemuerance
exposure of the § inflicted upon
organism by alcobiol, was unable to spell bis
own nams. By a queer coincidence [ als
{nm each other who are
antagonists in s
ence, one a leader in German bacterwlogists,
and the other a well-known Paris prolessor
who does not believe in bacilli ™
Buch disgraceful aleohoiic excsssss on the
part of eminent medical men, if not thes
well attested, wonld sesm well nigh mersd-
ible. We may hope that they wonld not, st
least, in grossvess and want of common de
, be equaled at any kindrad gathering
in country. Yet we remember that the
liquor y for the late Interuatioosl
Medical held in Washington, a8
reparted in tﬂe public journais was very
large.— National Temperance Adcocale,

ALCOHOL AS A BEVERAGE,

It will be a shivering sarprise to the aver
age reader to know that of lats a cohol pure
and simple, bas become a b!'éfl.(a ia
America, emec'iail( in the West, North-
west and in tae coa of Poansyivania.
Even in New York City the censas returns
estimate fifteen barreis a day as the allow-
ance for drinking parposes,

It is an innovation as startling as that of
the opium habit when it came in.  As the

ium habit came througzh ths Chinese, ©
the aleohol babit has come through the
Pole:, Norwegisns, Swales, Finns Hus
garians and Russians, -

The eagerness with which any such evil
prectice becomes “all the rage” among
drinking people may be seen from the facs
that, ait a recently introducsd and &t
first ind in quickly, aleohol is now soid
over the bar in toe lower-grade bar--ooms.
One-half of the liguor sold for drinkisg
purposes in the Northwest is alcohol. This =
a phase of the liquor problem that may wel
cause alarm, even amonz those wio a0
naturaily indifferent to the ordinary «vils o
the drinking ol light beverags—
Boston Travelier. -

DRANK FIVE PINTS AND DIED.
* George Johnson, the colored porter at the
Court E:chuze. Paris, Texas, was st @
some horsss, but weat instead 1o another
where tue porter invitad him to drisk
He poured out a pint of whisky and drask &
off. The owner offered him aoother, which
be drsnk, and bystanders put up thr-- @ofs
all of which he swallowed, He wa WO
drunk to go sione, sod & negro was wot 82
piot him bome und put him to bed  About
two hours later his ¢r hunted him ¥
and found bim dead Taoe enormons (uactify
of whisky he hai taken it is sapp e &7
ed bhear: action.—St. Lowis Eepuld.

TEMPERAXCE NEWS AND XOTES

It is 0o excure for @ man to drink L
causs Cuarist turnad water into win:

s b

the moral-suasion line.
God and the eper pever &7
aboat .
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