REV. DR. TALMAGE.

The Eminent Brooklyn Divine's Suan-
; day Sermon.

Subject: “Witnesseato the Truth of Chris-
tianity.” Preached at High Bridge, Ky.)

TexT: “Teare witnesaes.™ —Acts il 15.

Standinzamid the Lidlsand groves of Ken-
Wacky, and befors this great aultitude that
Ao man can number, maost r,f Woom 1l never
saw Lelore and never will see again in this
world, 1 e m,. w8 very ,ru tical theme, In
the days of (George Stepuenson, the perfecior
of the loeomnot l'-i- eng.ue, the psoientists
proved conclusively toat a railroad train
coull never be driven h_v BL-AMNL POWET  S0-
cessfully without peril; Lut the rushine ex-
press trains from {.. verpool to Edinburch,
and from Edinburgziu to London. bave male
all the natiou of tho 4id
achievement,

Machinists and navigators proved consiu-
gively that a steamer coall never eross tha
Atlant.c, but no swner hai thr Y £00 sess-
fully proved tie 1m,m-~|n1.:t; of =uch an un-
dertaking than the work w as done, and the
passenzers on the Cunardt, aod the Ir:fl.m_!,
and the Nationa!, and the Wnits Star lines
Are witne Th wrn wient up a guffaw of
wise lauchter at Professaor Morse's Proposi-
tion to make the lightning of heaven hh “re
!’I\Ili b J:u. ni .'l It was provae l o O FLL R ]\.f—,'n,
that the thing eould never be hut now
all the news of the wide world put in vour
bands every morning and night nas made all
nations witinesses

Boin the timne of Christ it was prov ol oon-
clusively that it was impossible for Him to
rise from the dead, It was show n logz t-_.],]!v
that when n man wns |i--¢ I he was dead, and
the heart, and the hiver, an | the Junes hav-
ing ceased o perioro the lr offices, the limbs
would be vizid beyond all power of 1rietion
or arcusil.  They showad 1t to be an ahso-
lute absurdity that the dead Christ should
ever gret up alive; bul no sooner hal they
proved this than the dead Christ arose, and
the diseiples Lt Him,  heard His woie .
and talked with Him, and they took the vn'
ness st 1 to prove that to be true which the
Wiseacres of the day bad proved to he impos-
fible: the reeord of the expertment and of
the testimony is in the text: “Him hath
(ol raused rom the dead, whereof we are
witnesses.”’

Now let me I' Iny the skeptic fora momaent,
.'j h'" L& l‘ o G --1,“ sAysS tne gl ]'I tee, for I
beve never seen tlim with my Imv‘-w'sl @y =
gight. Your Bible§s a pack of contradie-
tions. Tuere never was a miracie. Lazarus
was not rasod from the dead, and the water
was nover turaed mnto wine,  Your relizion
Is an umposit.on on the credulity of theages.”
There is an azed man moving in that pew
0s lli' 'u.‘.l Lo wo llall like tor 1 }1"1"‘!11‘!‘
hundireds of peopne with taces a lirtle flushed
nt those n.l.mmea emoents, anl all throuch
this throng there 15 a suppressed feoling
whieh would like to speak out in behalf of
the truth of our glorions Caristianity, as in
the days ol tne text, crying ovut, “Was are
witnesses ™

The fact is that if this worll is ever
brouzht to God 1t wiil not be through argu-
mdnt, tnt through testimony.  You might
cover the wi earth with apologies for
Christinnity and learngl treatisssin defensa
of reiizion—you wouid not convers a soul,
Lectures on the harmony between science
and religion are beautiful mental discipline,
but kave never saved a soul awd never will
gave a soul, ova man of the world and a
man of the church fzainst each other, and
the man of the world will) in all probability,
get the triumph. There are a tiousand
things Jn our religion that seem illozical w
the world, and alwavs will seem illogical,

Um- weapon in this eontlict is faith, not
logic: faith, not metaphysics; faith, not

n‘uh.nlu!\ faith, not sehoiastic vxp]uru.nm
Jut then, In order to bhave faith we must
have testhmmony, and if five hundred men, or
one thousand men, or five hundred thousand
men, or e million men get up and tell e
that they have felt the reliion of Jesus
Christ a joy, a comfort, a heip, an inspira-
tion, [ am bound, & a fair-nunded man, to
accapt their tr-.ﬁmuuv l want to put "be-
fore vou :H...- propositions the tritn of
which [ think this audicuce will atrest with
overwhelmmg unanituity.  The first propo-
sition 15: Weare witnesses that the religion
of Christ i able to corvert asoul. The
pel may have had a hard time to couquer us,
we may have fought it hack, but we wers
vauquished, You say conversion is only an
imaginary thing. We know better. “*Wa
are witnesses." J.'hr't'n' never waes sao grr“t "’
change In heart and life on auy other
subject as on this,

Yeople laughed at the missionaries in Mad-
agascar because thn_" prw_:-."no.ﬁl ten yeurs
without one convert; but there ara many
thousamis of converts in Madamascar to-
day. l'eople laughed at Dr. Judson, the
Baptist missianary, because he kept on
preachinz in Buriah five vears without a
single convert; but there are many thou-
sands of Baptists in Burmah to-day. People
laughed at f}r. Morrisonin China for preach-
ing there seven vears without a single ¢on-
version; but there are many thou=sinds of
Christiuns in China to-day. People isuched
at thie rissionaries for preacaimg at 'l.nhxu
for fifteen vears without a single commversion,
and at the misdonanes for preaching m Bea-
gal seventeon vears without a singls conver-
sion; yet in all tho=e lands there are multi-
tudes of Christians to-day,

But why go so far to find evidences of the
Gospel's power to gave a soul® “*‘We are wit-
nesses."  We were so proud that no maa
could have humbled uws; we were so hand
that no earthly power could have melted us,
Angels of God were all aroundabout us; they
could notovarcome us; but one day, punm,td

at a Methodist anxious s2at or at a Preshy-
terian catechelicad lacture or at a burial or
on horschacyr, a power seizei us and made us
t.-t down and made us trenble and made us

neel and made us ory for mercy, and we
Wwind o wrenca gurseives awav from tha
gErasr, bnt we cownd not. It flune us flat,
and when we arcens wo were as mueh ok anged
AS Lyiviir Zise thie mto a
praver :_:'--‘::.: s withh & i LT Aan la gun, to
distuirb the mee AL TR t ut the
next day was found eryiag:  “Oh, myv creat
gins! Ol mv great “Sav.onr and tor
eleven years proached the Gossal of Christ
W his fellow mountaineers, the last words
on hisdving hips betug “Fres grage! O,
1T was {ree orace!
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= a man who was for ten vears a
hard dringer The dreadful n;-'wt':‘t-- had
.««-nt down its roots around the paiate andd
the tongus, amdl oa down until taey wery
intorhinked with the vitals of the »\h’ min i
and son', byt he has
lants tor two vears.
temp rand
N “.. m

not t

talen any stimu-
What did that? Not
» societiss, Not prohibition laws,
!l suas.on., Conversion l_li' i &
U“Why," said ocae upon whom the great
change hai come, “sir, [ feal just as thourh
I wero s wise " There 15 a2 seq can-
tain wh & all the way from New Yors
to Havana, and from Havana to San Fran-
Cisco, and wien he was in port he was worsa
than waoen he was on sea. W aat pOWer was
it that waszeil his tougue clean of pro-
fanitics and matle hima psalm singer® Con-
version by the Holy Spirtt.  There are thou-
sands of people here to-day who ara no more
waat they once were than a waler i
nighisnaae, or a moraing iars is

Oor day is nizht,

il h"r

) sWwWar

Now, If T shonuld demand that all thoss
people here present who have lelt the con-
Verting power of religion shduld rise, so {ar
iroi being ashamed toey would sprinz w0
tneir feet wita far more ﬂ.af‘.it“ thaa they
€VET fprang to the dance, toe tsars mingling
with their exiilaration as th-}' cried, “We
are w.nesses” And if they eried to sing

16 0ud Go ".l_‘a h'-'.&ﬂ.’ thev \".tn‘l,l 1 brsax i..l.iw 13
“‘l.h emoton by toe time they got to the
second hine:

Ashamed of Jesue, that dear friend
ffn whom my nupes of heaven denend?
Nol When [ blusn, be this my shams,
Tral | 0o mor: revere His pame.

Agamn, I remark that *“‘we are witnasses™
nf the Gospel's power w comfort. When a
man i;a-' trouble the world comas 1n and
says: “Now get your mund o this; go cut
and breatos tha .rmn air; plunge deepar in-
to business.”  What poor advice! Get your
mind off it! wiea evervthing is upturred
with the bereavement, and everything re-
minds you of what you have lost, " st your
mind off it! They migbt as well advise you
to stop thinking, and you caunot stop think-
ing 1n that direction. Take a walk 1o the
fresh alr! Why, along that very street, or
that very road. she oace accompanmed vou.
(it of that grass plot she pluckel flowers,
or into that show window sie lodkal fasoi-
natel, saving, “‘Come,see the pictures.” Go
deeper into business! YWhy, she was asso-
clated with all your business ambitions, and
since she has gone you have no ambition left.
Oh. this is a ciumsy world woea 1t tries w
comfort a broken heart'’

I can build a Coriiss eugine, I can paint a
Raphael's **Malonna,” [ ¢un play a Bestho
ven's symaphony as easily as this world ean
comlort a broken heart, And vet you h. n‘»'
been comfortl. How was it done? Di
Chrnist come to youand say; *“Get your mi*l»l
off this. Goout and breathe the fresh air
Flunge deeper into business¥ No. Thera
was a minute when He came to you—per-
haps in the watches of the night, per haps in
your place of business, }m“’l..'i['l-i along tha
strect—and He breathed somet hing into your
soul that gave peace, rest, infinite quiet, so

that you could take out tha pnnt-]'rrapa of

the departed ona and look intn the eyes and
the tace of the dear ons and say: *It is all
right. She is better off. I would not call
her baeck. lLord, I thank Thee that Thou has
comforted my poor heart.”

There are Christian parents here who ara
willing w test 1y to tas power of this Gospel
to comfert.  Your soa bad just gra fuated
from school or college and was goinz into
business, and the Lord took him.

Or your
daughter had just

graduated trowmn the voung
ladies’ seminary, and yvou thought she was
going to be a useful woman and of long life,
but the Lord took her, and you were temptad
to say, ““All this cuiture of twenty years for
nothing!™ Or tbe little child came home
from schonl with the hot fever that stopped
not tor the agonizad prayer or for the skille
tul physician, and the little child was taken.
Or the babe was lifted out of your arms by
some quick epidamic, and you stood wonder-
ing wuy God ever gave you that child at all
if so soon He was to take it away. And yet
you are unot repining, youa are not fretful,
you are not fighting against God. What
enabled you to stand all the trial?

“*Ob,” you say, *‘l took the medicine that
God gave my sicksoul. In my distress I
threw myeclf at the feet of sympathizing

God; and when I was toc woeak to prav orta
lonk up He breatued into me a peacs thag 1
think mnust be the forstasta of that heaven
where thera hnmmur tar nor a fare: L--ll
ner a grave.’ Come, all yea wao have bee
out tothe grave to wean there— ome, all \'
comrovted sows, get up off your kneas. [s
there no power in tais (Fospal to sootiaa the
heart? s there no power 1 this religion to
quict the worst paroxvsm of griei? Tuera
comes up an an<ver from eonforesl widow-
hood and orphianagze and eaildlessnoss,
mg, Ay, ay, wo are witnesaas!”
Again, I remark that we ara
of the fact that rlirion has
composure in the iast moment, [ shall
wver forget tha first time | confrmred
death. We went across tae ecrnfisids in taa
couuntry. I wasled by iy father's hand,
and we came to the farwiuouss wiere the De-
reavement had come and woe saw the crowd
or wagons and carriazes; but thera was oue
CarTiage that espacially attractd my boyish
ttention, and 1% had black piumes 1 said:

“What's that? what's that* Why those
b'ack tassels at the top*  And after it was
vxplained to me ! “d.s hited up to looiz upon
the Lright face of an azed Clhr ut all wWounnn,

nho thive days before had deparvad in -

umph. The whole scens als an unpression
I never forgot,

Sy~

witnessas
power to nive

In our sermons and onr lay exhortations
we are very apt, when we want to bringi
lugirations of dyiog tfiawmph, w go back to
some distinrushad rwra-mm re-0 A Joha
Rnox or a Harrtet Newoil. But I want yvou
for witnosses, 1 want to know i you have
ever seen anything to make vou believe thuas
the religion ol Christ can give composure 11
the tina! bour. Now, in the courts, Atworney,
jury and juage wild never ad-nit mera here-
say. Tuaey demand that tos wituess mast
huve seen with his owa eye:, or heard with
his own ears, aad so I aw critical in my ex-
ammation of vou now, and 1 want to know
Wihettier you have senu or beard anything
that makes you Ladieve that the religioa ol
Christ fives composure inthe final hoar,

“On, yes," you 84y, 1 sawiny father and
mother ni-"mt There was a great differ-
enc: in their deathbais, Staniine by tae
one wa felt more venaration., By the other,
there was more ten leraess.”  Bofore the one
vou bowed pe rhaps in awe. In the othe
cass vou felt as if you would h-e o go alons
with her. How did they feel in taat last
hour? I.u;w dil they scom to act? Wern
they very much frightened? Did they take
hold of this world with both handsasthouzh
they did not waut to give it ap®* *On, no.”
YOUu say; ‘'no;

I remuamber as though it were
vesterday wsihe had a kind word for us-al
and therae were a few memento=s distriby ul
among the caildren, and then sae toid us how
kind we must be to our father in his 1---‘.--.;-
ness, and tuen she kKis<ad us goodby and went
asleep asa cnud ina erails” What ma.de
her 8o compowsed?  Nuatural conrage
*No,t you CINOther wWas very
ous: wnen the carriage inclinad to the s io
of the road oald erv out:
ALTWWAVS rather waeak . What
1T S Was
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not Zreat ’u. ' you say, “‘shashowersl

upon us a wealth of ft'f"'"l'!j_ 300
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11 We Were sicg, and she tollad
Tor us untii ber strength gave ont.™  Woas
then, was 1t that gavs her S e B AT
iast hour 1Yo not hule it. Be trank and
let me gnow. “Uh” vou ‘Nt was tws-
cause she wias 80 gooad: she wmale the Laord
her poruaon, ant aal faith that she
would go stralrot o g v, aund that we
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OWD ears, is there power in this Gospel to
give galmaess and triumph in the last ¢xig-
ency? The responss comes from all sides,
from yYoung and old and middie agel, “We
are witnesses ™

You see, my friends, [ have not put before
Fou any abstraction or 4 chimera, oOr anv-
thing like suess work. 1 praseat. you alfi is-
viis of 'l'.he best men and wome., living and
dead. Two witnesses 1n court wiil estalash
a fact Here gere not two witnesses but
millions of witnesses an earih and 1o heaven
testifying that theme is power n  this
religion to convert the soul, to give comiort
in trouble and w afford compusure o tae
last bour,

If ten men should come to you when you
are sick with appalling sickoess and say wh ¥
bad the same siciness and ook & certaln
medicine and it cural them, you would
probably take it. Now, supposs ten otlher
men should come upandsay: ““Wedon'i t
lieve that there is anytliing in that m- «Ji-
cipe.” *“Well " Isay, “have you twal il
“No, I never wried 1t, but 1 -i-mt. balieveo
there is anvthing in 18."" O oourse you dis
credit their testimony. The skeptic way
come and say: "There is no power in your
relizion.” *“‘Have you ever tried it¥Y" Ny,
no.” **Then avaunt!” Let me taks the
testimony of the millions of souls that bave
been converted to God and cowlortel in
trial and sowace1 in the last hour., We wil
take their testimony as they cry, ““We ara
witneasas

Protessor Henry, of Washington, discov-
ered a new star, and the udings sped by
submariue telegraph, and all the observa-
tories of Europs were watchin: for that
new star, Ob, hearer, looking out through
the dargness of thy soul, canst thou sa a
bright light bearninz on thes? Y hare™
you say, *‘where? How can [find it Loo
alon 4 b\' the lin= of tne Cross of the Son ol
(3o nl 1‘0 you not s=e 1t trembling with al il
tenderness and beaminzg with al npope. It
is the Star of Betalehem

Deep horror then my vitals
Deathairnex | ceased the tide WO sen,
When suddenly a star arose—
It was the >tar of Bethleaem

Oh, hearers, get _"-nl:r\ Ve on 1t It is f‘"hl'.q‘fi‘
for you pow to become Caristians than it is
to stay away fron Christ and heaven, When
Mme. Sontag beran her musical career
was hissed off the stage at Vienna
friends of her nval, Amelia SteiningZer, wao
bad already bezun to decline tarvago heg
dissipation. Years passed on, and one daz
Mme, Bomtag, in her giory, was riding
through the streets of i-‘.-'r.m, wien sha saw
a livile chiid lewvding a blind wouan, ao i she
said: **Come here, my little cuild, conm
here. Whois that vouars leadinz b the
hand And tha littie child replind: “1hat's
m_\‘moll:a-r. that's Amelia Stelainger. She
used to be & great singer, but 55 lost ner
valee, and she cried so mueca about it that
she lost her evesizht." *“Give my love 1o
her,” said Mwme, Soutag, ‘“'aud tell her an
old acquaintance will cad on her this aiter-
noon,

The next woek in Berlin a vast asserablage
gatheredd at a bensfit for that poor vlind
vomau, and it was said that Sontar ssng
that night ns sbhe hal never sung before.
And she took a akilml oculist, wino ia vain
triedl o give evesizht to the poor bln:l
woman. Until the day of Amelia Steinio-
gers death Maiam Sontaz took care of her
amd her dauguter aiter her. That was what
toe qua:n of sonyg did for her enamy, Bat
o, Rear a more thrilling story still. Blind,
immortal, poor anl lost; thou who, when
the world anl Christ were rivals for thy
Leart didst hiss thf® Lord away—Christ
comes now to give thee sight, to give thee
a home, to give thes heaven, With mors
than a Sontaz's generosity, He comes now to
meet your neal. With more than a Sontag's
music, He comes o plm for thy deliver-
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[lenmoathenecs,

his gentleman was one of the great-
est lecturers and stump speakers of nu-
cient Greece. He was born 385 years
B. C. He was left an orphan at an eaily
age, and his gnardians, s usual in sueh
cases, endeavored to elopa with the
weaith his father left. Demostheues
was told of their scheme, and so great
an orator wus he even then, that lLe
talked them out of it. They gave back
the plunder. He was a schclar of Pla-
to, and it was no play to be uuder that
old master

Demosthenes was of rather eceentric
character. Getting disgusted with the
open manuer in which they built their
roofs in Greece at that tiwe, he moved
into a cave and hived there for sonie ttme,
pondering ou the condition of the conu-
try, and the tarifl question. He finally
gave up cave dwelling, after he had
canght rhenmatisma, and weat back to
publie life, filling at one time and an-
nlh-;r all the oflices from pound-master
to alderman.

When Grecce got
Plilip of Macedon,
one of the first to
being the Latin

into a war with
Il'emosth lenes was
call out “sic ‘em,”
for “wpitel in, bows
He orated profusely in his inimital)
way and worked up considerable enthu-
slasm among the other fellows, He
joined tLe uriay, but at the very first
battle he broke ranks and eut for i
s0 fast that wvon could hLave nlaved
cards on the tail of his toga. When 1t
came to the sticking point Lis sand gave
out. His folks tried him agaia, and
sent him to call on Alexavder the
Great; but hearing that Alex. was f
fering with dvsjepsia, be got scared
and ran away agein. After tuis he did
not amount to much, ana Iv killed
himse'f drinkin

— lesras .'\:_f.
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Jiesult of Lariness,

Tt was g rather painful thi
meet the other day my old acquaiuta.ce
Jack ——, who appeared bere n Dosto:
fter knocking avout 1
region known as
vears. Jack - , DOW 8
1man ith a sort half pite us, halt
swaggericg, “.end-wme-five-doilara™
pression, was ouce a daudified,
:\;".1.: g feliow, who 15 1 \
the reader wiil Lave perce ived -
peinting the moral & paragrajl.
Jack's fate ix worth notisg, becaise it
is simply and solely the resuit of dulng
nothing— an awful warving, io fact, as
to the danger of bewng lazv. He:
had ALY Very serioua vices, neit!
drank nor gambled: but through !
hias Leen unable 1o screw h mself u
the yoint of doicg an honest day’s work
aud hence, lu*:!}g born withont wealtn,
he has existed 1n an atmosphere of delst
end privation. Let nsall take warciog
from poor Jack's fatal iodolence-—
igterner, in Bosion Fousl

ne for me to
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INTELNATION AL LESSON FOR ALCG.

Toeut:

P |

dJohn jv.. 526 — Golden Text: John

 § 3
aniic, 1T - Commentary onthe Lesson,

—

T *"'Themn cometh He to a & $ Ramaara,
Which is cmilod Syciar, near to the
ground that Jacol gave
After the passover Jesus and His disciples
tarriad 1in Judoa, and uuu.'.‘ came to Hin
and were by His u.u uples baptizal (chapler
1., 22 iv., 1-9 John bearin wes |

greatly and was in no way fur
Joy was to have P SR ., S
T4 o Galilee, and
stons ar Sychar
first resting piace and
1s~d land, and herethe Lard
nln'.h:g,!‘ud to him (en. xit, 65 Here aiso
the bones of Josepl: were buried 'Josh xxiv.,
b, It ix about thuty-four norta of
;:t'i'u-:!ir!‘l:

t. ““Now Jacob's
therefore, bwing wearmed with His
sat thuson the well
hour.” See the true
WAasSE real man,

o o it T el

:\,' Mis S 4

‘.‘ h'l“ ‘-".JI
Jeaa " <,
follow Jesus
Jesus, leavng Juda-s
passin g Larocugh .‘"'\.'i..’!la'”l‘x.
Here was Ahram’'s

altar in the prou

il

Mmlas
well was there, Josus
puarney,

It was about the saxti
bhumanity of Jesus He
a long walk made Him tired,
His bouy, alticugh sinless. n »1 and
arnk and rest, jost as
touched with the feeling of our
and cau have compassion on us (el
v, 3. When vou ary just
tor He heas not how it fecls a
feels for you

v There ta @ woman of
draw water; Jesgs <aith uato U
drink.” Tbe brides of Isaac and Jacob and
Moses were fonnd at wells ((Gen. xxiv AL, 44
xxix., 10 11;: Ex. 1%, 15-21), and 1 counection
with the drawing of \\'r.: r; here is th
of God about w ind of His bride in the
SANe WAY,

N. “For His disciples wera gone away unto
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