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BEV. DR, TALMAGE.

The Eminent Brooklyn Divinz's San.
day Sermon

Kubjevt: “The Lesson of the Pyramids.”

TexTt: “In_that day shall there be an
altar ti the Laorvd in the midst of the land
Of }':ff_’ffi‘. and a };H'-'"}'J" al the L fl’"i"‘r (h.-’ro'-
of to tne Lord. And o she!l be Sfor a siga
and for a witness.”—isaan xix., 19, 2

Isaias no doubt bere refers to tha great
vra:mid at G z ".‘I, the chief [J}‘r&ﬂ'l'li of

%;y:‘t, The text speaks of a pilar in Exyot,
and this 1s the greatest pllar ever lifted:
and the text says it 15 to be at th» border of
the land, and this pyramid is at b+ border
of the lan*: and the t <xt says it shall be for
& witness, and the obje Lt nf tnis sermon is to
tell what this pyramid witnessss, This sar-
mon is the first ol a cours2 of sermons en-
titledd, “*From the l‘}‘mrmrin tothe Acropolis,
or What | saw in Egyp: and Grezce (on-
firmatory of the S¢ripturas.”

We had, on a morninz o? Decomber, 1889,
landed in Africa. Am.d the howling boat-
men &t Alexandiria we bad comne ashore and
taken 1he rail train at Cairo, Egypt, along
the Lanks of the most thorouzhly harnessed
river ol all the world—the river Nile. Wa
bad at eventide entered the city of Cairo,the
city where Chr.st dwelt while staying in
Egypt during tie Herolic persecution. It
was our firet night in Esvpt. No destroying
angel sweeping througa as oace, but all the
stars were out, and tne s:y was filled with
ange's of brauty and angeis of light, and tha
air was balmy us an Awmerican June. Tae
next morning we were early awate and at
the winiow, looking upon tae palm trees in

ll giory of leafaze and upoa garlens of

its and flowers at the vory s*ason whan
our homes far away are canopiel by bleak
skies and the last leaf ol the forest has gone
down in the equinoctials,

But nhow eau | deseribe the thrill of ex-
pectation, for to-iay we are to see what all
the world has seen or wants to see—tha

pyramids. We are mounted for an hour
and a half’s ride. We pass on amid bazaars
stuffed with rugs and carpets, and curious
fabrics of all sorts from Smyrna, from Al-
giers, trom Fersia, from Turkey, and throuzh
strects where we meet peopla of all eolors
and all garbs, carts loaded wita garden pro-
ductions, priests in gowns, women in black
veils, Bedouins in long and s»eminzly super-
fluous ap are!, Janissaries in jacket of em-
broidered gold--out and on toward the great
pyramid, for though there are sixty-nine

yrami ‘s still standinz, the pyramid at Gizeh
Bl the monarch of pyramids. We mest
camels gruating under their loads, and see
buffaloes on either sile browsing in pasture
fields,

The road we travel is for part of the way
ander clumps of acacin and by lonz rows of
sycamore and tamerisk, but after awhila it
is a path of rock anisand, and we find wa
have reached the margin of the desert, the
great Saliara desert, and we ery out to the

eat dragoman as we see a hugo pile of rock
rt;"nmin: in sight, “"Drazoman, what is that?’
His apswer is, “The pyramid,” and then it
secmed as if we were living a century every
minute. Our thoughts and emotions wera
too rap:d and intense for utterancs, and we
ride on in silence until we come to the foot
of the pyramid spoken of in the text, ths
oldest structure in all the earth—four thou-
sand years old at least. Here itis. We stand
under the shadow of a structure that shuts
out all the earth and all the sky, and we look
up and strain our vision to appreciate the
distant top, anl are overwiuelmed while we
cry, “The pyramid! The pyramid!

lach person in our party had two or thres
guides o helpers. One of them unrolled his
turban and tied it around my waist and he
held the other end of the turban as a matter
of safety. Mauny of the blocks of stone are
four or flve feet hizh and beyond any ordin-
ary human stride unless assisted. But, two
Arabs to pull and two Arabs to push, | found
myself rapidly ascending from heigath to
heighth, and an to altitudes terrific, and at
last at the tiptop we found ourselves on a level
space of about thirty feet cquare. Through
clearest atmosphere we look-d off upon the
desert, and off upon the winding Nile, and
off upon the Sphinix, with its reatures of
everlastinz stone, and yonder upon the min-
arets of Cairo gnttering in the sun, and yon-
der upon Memphis in ruins, and off upon the
wreck of empires and the battlafields of agas,
a radius of view enough to fill the mind and
shock the nerves and overwhelm one's entire
being.

After looking around for awhile, ani a
kodak had pictured the groun, we descanded.
The descent was more trying taan the
ascent, for climbing vou n2ad not ssa thae
depths beneath, but coming down it wasim
possible not-to see the abysms below. But
two Arabs ahead to help us down, anl two
Arabs to hold us back, we were lowerad,
band beiow hand, until the grouni was in-
vitingly near, and amid the jargon of the
Arabs we were safely landed. Then camne
one of the most wonderful feats of daring
and agility. One of the Arabs solicitel a
dollar, savinz he would run up and down
the pyramid in seven minutes. We would
rather have given him a dollar not to go,
but this ascent and descent in seven minuces
he was determinel on, and so by the watch
in seven minutes he went to the top anl was
back again at the base. 1t was a bloodcur-
dling spectacie,

I said the dominant eolor of the pyramid
was gray, but in certain lights it seams to
shake off the gray ol ceatnries and becoms
a blond, and the silver turns to the golden,
1t covers thirteen acres of ground. What
an antiquity! It was at least two thousand
years old woen the baby Christ was carriad

within sizht of it by Iis fugitive parents,

Joseph ani Mary. Thestorms of forty can-
turies have drenched it. bombardad it
shadowed it flashatl upon it, but there it
stands, readv to take another toriy cea-
turies of atmospheric attaci if the wor'il
should continue to exist. The oldest build-
ings of the earth ars juaioss to ths £raat
senior of th» conturias,

Herodotus savs that f
rations were besn 2 made for the buildinz of
this pyramid. It has eiguty-two midion
one hundrad and eleven thousani cuhie feat
of masonry.Ona hundred tacusand worginen
atone time toiled in its erection. To brinzr the
stone from the quarries a causewav sixty
feet wide was buiit. Tae top stones wer.
liftad by machinsery such ss the world
knows nothing 07 to-day. It 1s seven hun-
dred and foriv-six fest eaca side of t:e
square base. The struciure is four hunired
and fifty feet high; hizher taan the cata -
drals of Cologna, Strasourz, PRogan. St
FPeters and St. Paul's. No SUrprisa to ma
that it was put at th= head of the ssvan won-
dersof the world. It has a suotsrransoas
room of rad granite callied thas “*sing’s caam-
ber.” and anothar roon &lied ths “‘Juean’s
chamoer, and the robahility 1s thai tasre
are other rooms yel unexplorad.

The evident design of tus arcaitest was t
make these rooms as ina

ccessable as possidie.
After all the work of exploration and all tua

digging and blasting, if You would enter
these subterraneous rooms, you must go
throash a passage oaly thraa fest eieven
inches high ani less than four feag wida, A
sarcopbagus of red granits stands dowan ua-
der this moautzin of masoary. Tas
sarcophiagus could not have bsea carriad in

or tan years propa-

arter the pyramid wasbailt. L& must hava
been put thers bafore tha stru-~tars was
reared. Probably in taat sarcopaazus oaca
lay a wonrdencaftin ent 1ining a deai kg,
but time has desiroyad th: coffin aand de-
stroyed the last vastize of human ramaini.

For threa taousand yaars tnis s:pacira
room was unop:nsi, and would have bean
until to-1ay prosably unopeasi bal not a
fuperstitious unoression got aoroai taat tha
beart of the pyramid was filled with silyer
and gold and dismonds, andi unier Al
Mamoun an excavatiag party went 1o wors,
and having bored aniblastad throazh a hun-
drad feet of rocs, thaey founi mno opaninz
abead, and wers about to give up tae at-
tempt when the workmen h-ard a stone rail
@own into a seemingly boliow place, anli en-
couraged by that they resumel their word
ani came into tnsunlerzroand rooms,

Tha disappointment o’ ths worxman in
finding the sarcopharus e apty of all silver
and zold and precious stonss was so graat
that they would have assassinazel Al AMa-
moun, who employed tham, hal b3 not hil
in another partof the pyramii as much sil-
ver and gold as would pay than for their
Work at orlinary rates of wazes ani in-
duced them there to dig till thay to theic
surprise cams= upon adejuate compeansation,

[ wonder not that this mountam eof lime-
stonz and rel granite has bean the fascina-
tion of scholars, of scientists, of intellizant
Christians in dll azes. Sir John Herschal,
the astronomer, sail he thou zat it bad as.
tronomical siznificance. The wis2 mea who
accompaniel Napoleon's army into Ezy;c
went into profound stuly of the pyramid.
In 1865 Professor Smyta and his wife lived

- in the empty tombs near by the pyramid

that they might be as coatinurusiy as pos-
sible close to the pyramil which they wora
investigating. The pyramii, buiit mora
than four thousand years aro, being a com-
ple geometrical tizure, wise men hava con-
cluled 1t must have besn divinely con-
structed. Men came throuzh thousands of
years to fine architecturs, to mus.c, to paint-
ing, but this was periect at tha world's start,
and God must have directed i

All astronomer:, gesmetricians and scien-
tists say that it was sc.entifically and matie-
matically constructal befora sciencs and
mathematics wera born. From toe inserip-
tions on the pyramid, from its proporcions,
from the points ol tha compass recoznizzl
in its structure, from the direction in which
its tunneis ran, fro:m tha relative position of
the blocks that composa2 it, scientists, Chris-
tians and infidels have demonstratel that
the being who plannal this pyramid must
have known the world's spaericity, and that
its motion was rotary, and how many miles
it was in diamoter ani circumferenca, and
bow many tons the world weighs, ani knew
at what point in the heavens certain stars
would appear at certain periods of time,

Not in the four thousand years sincs the
putting up of that pyramid has a single fact
in astronomy or mathematics been founi to
contradict ths wisdom of that structura,
Yet they had not at the aze wonen the
pyramid was started an astronmoar or an ar-
chitect or a mathematician wortn ma=ntioa-
ing. Who then planned the pyramid? Who
superintended its eraction? Wno from its first
foundation stons to its capitona eracted
everything? Itmust have bzan God. Isaiah
was right when he said in my taxt, “A pil-
lar shall beat the border of thaland of
Ezypt and it shall be for a sizn and a wit-
ness.” The pyramid is God's first Bible

Hun Ireds, if not thousands, of years hiora

the first line of the Bool: of Genesis was

Eritbeu, tha lesson of the pyramid was writ.
n.

well, of what is this C
sign and a witness? Among other things—
of the prolonzation of human work com.
parzd with the brevity of human life. In
all the four thousand years this pyramid has
oaly lost eightaen fest in width; one side of
1t3 square at tha basa changel only from
seven hundrelani sixty-four feet to seven
hundr'edan-'i forty-sixfeet, and the most of
that eighteen feet taken off by architacts to
furaisa Stons for buildinz in tha city of
Cairo. The mean who constructed tha pyra-
mid worked atitonly a few years, and then
put down the trowel, an1 tha compass, and
the square, and lowered the derrick whaich
had litted tvhe ponderous weights; but forty
centuries has their work stoo I, and it will ba
good for forty centuries more.

All Egypt nas been shatan by terrible
eartbquakes anicities have baen prostrated
or swallowed, but that pyramid has defiad all
voleanic paroxysms. [t has look>d upoa
some of the greatest battles ever fought
sinc2 the world stood. Waera are the men
who constructed it? Ther boiies gon= t)
dust and even tha dust scatterad. Even the
sarcophazus in whica tha king's mununy
may havesleptisempty.

S0 men die but their work lives on. Wa
arz all building pyramids not to last four
thousand years, but forty thousand, forcy
million, foriy trillion, forty quadrillon,
forty quintillion. For a while we wield the
trowel, or pound with the ham ner, or meas-
ure with the yard stic, or write with the
pen. or experiment with tae scientific bat-
tery, or plan witi the vrain, ani for a willa
the foot walks, and tho eve s2ae3, and the ear
hears, an i the tonzue speaks. All tha good
words or bad words we spaax are spread owd
Inw one layer for a pyramid. All the kind
deeds or malevolent deels we do are sproad
out into anstaar layar. All tha Christian or
un-Christian example wa sat is spraad out in
another laver. All the infirect induencas of
our lives are spreal out in another iayer.
Then the time soon comes waen we put
down the implemeat of toil and pass away,
but the pyramid stands.

The pyramilisa siga and a witness that
big tombston=s are not the best way of
keeping ones seif affectionately remem-
bered. This pyramid ani tne sixty-ning
ota=r pyramids stull standing ware built for
sepulcaers, all this great pile of granite and
limestons by waich we stand to- fay, to cover
the memory of a dead king. It was the graat
Westminster abbay of the ancients., Soms
say that Cheops was the king who built this
pyramii, but it is uncertain. Who was
Cneops anyhow? All that the world knows
about hkn could b2 told in a few sentences,
Toe only thing certain is that hs was bad,
audd that he shut up the temples of worship,
and that be was hated so that the Ezyptians
were glad 'whea he was dead.

This pyramid of rock seven hunlral and
forty feet each side of tha square bas» and
four bundrel and fifty feet hign wins for
hum no respact.  If a bona of his arm or foot
had been found in the sarcophagys benaath
the pyramid, it would bave excitel no nmra
veneration than tue skeleton of a cimel
bleacainz on the Libyan desert: vea, less
veneration, for wneua | saw the carcass of a
camel by the roadside on the way to Mam-
pais, I said to mysalf, *"Poor thing, [ wondar
of what it diet.” We sav nothing against
the marole or tha bronzs of the necropolis,
Lat all the scuipture and florescen~e ani ar
boiescencea can do for the places of the dead
be doue, if maans will allow it. But if after
ove 1s dead thera is nothing left to remiund
the wor.d of him but sune pieces of stone,
thera s but littla jeft.

While toere seams< o ba no praictical usa
for post mortesm coasideratioa latsr than thas
timie ol one's great-zrandcaldre sy ve: no oas
wanis to b2 (orgotten as soon as tae obs »xyaies
ateover, Taws pyramid, waich I[saira savs
Is a sign aada witness, damoastrates thaat
Deither limeston * nor r»l granits are com-

etent to Keop one affacliopatels ramam-

ered ; neither can bronze: neithsr ean
Parian marble; neithsr can  Aberiesa
granite do the wourk. But there is somethin .
out of waich to budd an eviriastiaz mora-
Qoment and that wil kK20 ons {rasily re

yclopaan masonry a

Ty

! memvarex rour
ever and ever. It doas not ‘stand fu marbis
yards. Itis not to b> purchased at mourn-
ing storas. Yetit isto be found in evary
neizavorhool. pleaty of it inexisustidbie
quantities of it. Itis ths greatss: staf®
tas universs to hail | mo 11 nsats out ol.
refer to the mam wias ol those to waom wa
can do a kindness, the memories of thoss
Waose strugzies wa mav alleviats, the moam.
ories of thoss whos» souls we may

A minister nas<inr a™n z taa straet evascy
day looked un ant sm ‘sl to a baby in taas
window Toe fathar ani mothar wondered

WO it was taat thas piessanily greste i thair

chud. They fouad out thathe was tie pasior

olacaurca. They said, ** We must goand hear
him preaca.” Th-r went anl hearl him and
both were converted to G311 Wall thera ba

any power in filtv milliog veirs to e T

from the souis of thoss parants the memory

of that man who by his frienllin=ss broazht
them to God?* Mrttaew Cranswick, an
evangelist, said that he had the names of two
hundred souis saved throazh his sin¥ing the
bymn, “Ar.sas my sou', arise!” Will aav of

those two hunlral soulsin all et raity f-)f'_:-.-:

Matthew Cranswici? Will any of the tour

bundred and seventv-nine women ani e

dren imprison»i at Lacknow, lndin, w uting

for masacre by tha Sepovs, forget Haveloos
and Oatram and Sir David Baard, who broce
in and effacte | the r rescus?

Asin Ezypt that Decambor aft:rnoon,
188), exhaustel in boly, mind and sou!, wa
mounted to retura to Cairo, wa to)k our last
look of the pyramul at Gizah. Ani you
know there is something in the air toward
evening that se>ms proiuctive of solemn an
tender emotion, and that great pyramid
seemad to be hunaniz:1 anl with lips of
stone it 82emel to sprak and cry oat:

“*Hear m-> man, moirtal anl im norial!
My voica is tne voice of Gol. He desizael
me. Isalai sail [ would b2 asiznanda
witness. 1 saw Moses when he was a lad.
I witnessei the loaz procession of the (s
raelites as they starial to cross the R>d Saa
and Pharaoh's host in puarsait of them.
The falcons anl1 tha eagles of many cen-
turies have brusnal my brow. I styol
bere when Cleopatra’s barza lan a1 witn her
sorceries, anl Hypatia for her virtuss was
siain in yonder streets. Alexan ler the
Great, Seostris ani Ptolemy admirad my
proport.ons. Herodots and Pliny souanded
my praise. [amold, I am very old, For
thousands of years [ have watched tha com-
ing and goinz of generations. They tarry
only a little while. but they make everiast-
ing impression. I bear on my side tha mark
of the trowel ani chisel of those who moro
than four thousani years ago expire!. Be-
ware what you do, oh, man! for what vou
do will last lonz after you are dead!
It ou would be affectionately re-
memberad after you ara gone, trust
not to any earthly commemoration,
I have not one word to say about
any astronom-r who stulied the hoaivens
from my heizits, or any king wh> was sap-
ulchered in my bosom  Iam slowly passing
away. [ama dviag pvramid. I shill yos
lie down in the dast of th= plain, and tha
sands of the des :rt shall cover me, or when
the earth znes [ will go. DBut vou are im-
mortal. The feot with which you climbed
my sides to-day will tura to dust, but you
have a soul that will ouclast me and all my
brotheraoodl of pyramids. Live for eternity |
Live for God! With tha shadows of the
eveniny now falling fron my sids, I pro-
nounce upon you a b2nediction. Take it
with you across the Mediterranean. Taka it
with you across the Atlantic. God only is
great! Leatail the earth keep sileace before
Him. Amen!

Ani then the lins of zranita hushed, and
the great giant of masoury wrappe i himseif
again in the silen23 of az23, and as I rodas
away in the gathering twilight, this course
of sarmons was projected,

Wondrolc:ia Egyp:! Land of ancient pomp and

riae,

\Vher?ﬁesu:y walks by hoary Roin's side,

Wher2 vlenty reizns and still the sedasons smlle,

Androlls—rsica gift of God —exhaus:leas Nile,
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ANOTHERSWINDLE SQUELCHED

The Elder Fub shing Company of Chicago

Comesx tao Griell

The hot-bed of swindlers and wild-
cat schemes, Chicago, has furnished
the Jatest victim to Uncle Sam's
postal authorities. This time it is
the Elder Publishing Company, and
the instrument of its dewnfall was a
green  country boy named  Jared
(Heaven forgive his parents) Housel,
of Three Rivers, Mich. Jared paid
«20 for his title of “General Manager
of the Elder Publishing Company for
Three Rivers.” and $5.25 for four
samples of 17 cent books. DBeing un-
ahle to sell the=cheap literature, he
wrote to the company demanding a
return of his money. In reply he re-
ceived a letter admonishing him to
“put on the armor of self-reliance
and press forward and make a2 name
that would be remembwred with
honor.”™  Instead of doing this he put
on his fighting clothes and made such
a4 row for the swindling company that
its  projectors were landed  in jail.
He was but one of several thousand
victims.

save,

ke

Besides the scheme they worked on
[Housel, the “*company” had another.
In reply to their advertisements for
agents they received from
answers perday. A circular would
be mailed to each applicant telling
him her to furnish not less than
eight references, with sixteen 2-cent
stamps to cover the cost of o Ires-
pondence with such  references, If
tae applicants for no
evidence in their letters 1l
greenness and qualities, h
swindlers, without

the

S 1oy Stid)

.
(811

n":._'"”.'-:"""

gave
¢ tranav i
1y SEMMTS

I X
the smowit

}
having written
ail. would wait a
few davs and then inform the would-
be agent
they had decided tonot appoint him:™

references at

that *“-after investigation
and they were
stamps ahead on that “sucker.
But, if the applicant appeared to be a
it subject—and hundreds of them
were—then the fun began, and he
was plucked unmereifully.

The scheme was ingenious, but
successful working depended
the carelessness with which the
Killer attended to his business.
It came to grief.

It will not be Iv-n;:. 11““--\'-'3', before
another takes its place.

XL =k
Jtu";

fourteen 2-cent

.

1<
upan
fl‘p,i-

And

- —————
Popmlation of ldahe.,

The popwatioa of the Stat
Idaho acconding to e present
§4,385. The porulaticn in
\‘-JS )

a2 610 nis s an
1'!.0 =), OF l"‘l- .-

decade.

c I"I!
CenNsay
1550
increase of
. during the

>

thousani years —vea, for- |

in'
I

——————

OUEER APPETITES.

A Philadelphia Grocer Who is a|

Jastronomic Freak.

He Puts Sait in His Coffee and
Eats Gravy on Ice Cream.

A very remsrkable case of a

verted

ner-
and artificial taste is found in
the person of Charles J.o Caommings,
of Wes: Philade!l-

The queerest combinations of

a thriving grocer
;-1:3:;.
food
would naugseate an ordinary person—
It is nct that
he likes food prepared different from
the usnal styles, bat it

imaginable — mixtures which

are his favorite dishes,

. . . - = zaluna
in which he mixes ordinary dishes

which excites much wonder, and

€0
has given rise to s0 many conjectures

au.l :l.'.tt‘mpu_-d t'xinl:luzl.‘.inn-'-. For in-

I

is the manner |

gtance, Mr. Cammings butters raw to- |

matoes, pats salt in Lis coffee, vinegar
milk,

cream on his melon, and

in his gravy in his ice-cremn,
makes many
other combinations to tickle his palate
which are nothing if not unigue. One

of
breaded with fruit cake, with a dress-

. . . . . )
his favorite diszhes is rarve steak

ing of currant jellv. In winter a reg-
ular morning meal of this gentleman
is lettuce chopped fine, with a dress-
of

There

ing molasses and red pepper.

are manyv other unheard-of
dishes which delight his peculiar pal-
ate, but enough have been mentioned,

This freak of appetite has excited
the of Mr.

friends for many vears, and even the

curiosity Cammings’
neighbors have indulged in comments
as to the cause of such: a striking phe-
nomenon. Hearing about the case, a
reporter visited Mr. Cammings at his
The freak is o
pleasant man of 40, of ordinary ap-
e
fortable home surrounded by an inter-

esting

home. gastronomic

pearance, was found in his com-
family.
story of the way he acquired his re-
markable appetite:

“I don’t know that T am more stub-
born than other men,” he said wi‘h u
smile as he lighted a fresh ciear, “bhut
they tell me that [ was as perverse as
Old Nick when a No matter
what other people did, T wanted to do
just the opposite, out of ‘pure cussed-

ness,”’

child.

And so among other things |
took to mixing myv food into unheird-
of dishes, | ean even remember that
whea | began this thing I did not find
it pleasant, but the devil in me wenld
unt let me baek down, and so 1 really
hard a relish for what I ate.

was not longe before

Indeed it
I became indif-
ferent to dishes prepared in the usoa
dis-

gtyle, and today they are really

tasteful to me."
AY continned, as
there was no possibility of any one

Cummines

doubting his veracity :
“The most curious thing about this
matter is that one of

inherited

my children h .«
my acquired and
stranger still that this c¢hild slhiould be
My yvoungest.™

iasle,

Then My, Camming: went ont and
brought in a pretty child of 4 years.

father,
as e put ber on his kuee. “has been

“This child; sir.” said 1he

a puzzie to a lot of plivsicians an !

physiologists. They all say that they

never heard of such a remarkable case

of lheredity. You see that

-}j#‘ |lulr--

net look like me, but is the Imuee of

Lher mother, and vel she has inherited

from me a taste whiels even with me

is acgnired. 1 have not met a man

yet who can explain the thing even to

his own satisfaction.”™

The little girl soon became tired of

the conversation

and demanded ler

supper.

“*And what do yon think her SN
per will be? Jd
Lean soap!”

Sliezd peaclies and ¢

As bhis andito-
M, (

i) \'.

11"“1;“\1

‘ammings took him into the nur-

incredalons,

and sure enongh there was litile
Li ¥ discossing Ler peaches and ecold
Wup with the utinost relish.

All the other children have
tustes, and, though they
ome

normal
have made
in of
the fan of the
'fr-le'_’. l!u')‘ Have not been trm; teed
h.vent any

exXperimeonts
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